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▲ Pete the Postie page 5

Chinese New Year 28 Jan 2017 ▲

▲ James Bayley:  Outstanding Ophthalmology Nurse page 5

Rubbish and Recycling Collections 

Details of events may change after publication, please check 
with the relevant organisers before attending events. 

Diary for January

▲ Pre-School ‘Our First
Nativity’ page 13

Normal day Revised day Which bin?

Wed 28 Dec Fri 30 Dec Green and food (no 
garden waste)

Wed 4 Jan Fri 6 Jan Grey and food

Wed 11 Jan Thurs 12 Jan Green, food and 
brown garden waste

▲ and the winner is.... Margaret Willis page 7

Happy 
New Year

JANUARY 2017 VOL: 39 NO: 1

6 Fri Quiznight, MSSSC, Anson Field, 20.15 7
9 Mon Open Session for Prospective Parents, 

Marcham Primary School, 10.00-11.00
13

10 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00 
- 15.30

7

10 Tue Marcham Society: Jane Smallman All Saints’, 
19.45

9

11 Wed Marcham Parish Council Meeting, Duffield 
Place, 19.30

3

12 Thu Midweek Walk: The Vine, Cumnor 12.30 lunch, 
Farmoor Reservoir 13.30 walk

7

12 Thu Music at the Unicorn: Hannah James & 
Tuulikki Bartosik, Abingdon Unicorn Theatre, 
19.15

13

14 Sat Surgery with our District and County 
Councillors, 09.00 – 11.00

11

19 Thur WI: Mercy Ships, Denman College, 19.30 7
29 Fri Deadline for February MADNews: 

editor@madnews.co.uk
24 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00 

- 15.30
7

26 Thu Marcham Senior Citizens Christmas Party, 
Duffield Place, 14.30

7

27 Fri Quiznight, MSSSC, Anson Field, 20.15 7
28 Sat Burns Supper, All Saints’ Church, 19.30 15
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D.P.L. GARDENING SERVICES
Grass Cutting & General Gardening

Reliable Service at
Reasonable Rates by

EXPERIENCED GARDENER
Tel: 01865-391437

When you contact an advertiser, please 
mention you saw their ad in MADNews

A. D. Maclean
T  R  E  E   M  A  N  A  G  E  M  E  N  T   L  T  D 

• Tree Removal
• Crown thinning, reduction and lifting
• Sectional tree removals
• Fruit tree pruning 
• Stump grinding
• Hedge cutting
• Seasoned logs and kindling supplied
• £10M Public Liability Insurance
• All work carried out to BS 3998:2010

Based in Frilford, Oxfordshire, A.D. Maclean Tree Management Ltd 
is a small, local business dedicated to providing high quality, 

professional tree care throughout The Vale of the White Horse

www.admtrees.co.ukandrew@admtrees.co.uk

Call today for friendly, professional 
advice and a free quotation

01865 391859

A. D. Maclean
T  R  E  E   M  A  N  A  G  E  M  E  N  T   L  T  D 

• Tree Removal
• Crown thinning, reduction and lifting
• Sectional tree removals
• Fruit tree pruning 
• Stump grinding
• Hedge cutting
• Seasoned logs and kindling supplied
• £10M Public Liability Insurance
• All work carried out to BS 3998:2010

Based in Frilford, Oxfordshire, A.D. Maclean Tree Management Ltd 
is a small, local business dedicated to providing high quality, 

professional tree care throughout The Vale of the White Horse

www.admtrees.co.ukandrew@admtrees.co.uk

Call today for friendly, professional 
advice and a free quotation

01865 391859

HOME & GARDEN

Home & Garden  Maintenance 
All garden maintenance covered from lawn cutting to lawn care
* small garden designs * flower beds tidied/shrubs/bulbs planted 
* tree work - pruning/lopping/shaping etc * patios laid /cleaned 

*fencing & gates erected/repaired/painted *sheds erected/repaired
Most property maintenance covered 
* painting / decorating including outside
* tiling * all indoor jobs covered * small carpentry work
* guttering/replaced/cleaned * house removals& clearance 
Mr G. TIERNEY    Tel. 01865 730428     Mob. 07885550075

Free quotes & estimates  Email Gavin.Tierney42@hotmail.co.uk

Garner’s Estates & Landscapes
Landscaping for over 25 years

•	 Soft & hard landscaping

•	 Landscaping works including patios, paths, 
steps, driveways, decking, installing gates, 
turfing, stonework & drainage work

•	 Fencing, all types carried out including: close 
board, panels, trellis, willow hurdles, post & rail

•	 Tree & hedge planting

•	 Free Estimates

•	 Fully Insured & hold a Waste Licence

Tel:      07751 764144         01865 730936
Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com

Professional Window Cleaning/ 
Carpet Cleaning Service 

Also:  Gutter Clearance, Post/Pre-occupancy 
Cleans and Conservatory Valets 

For a thorough and reliable service call Tim 
Mobile:  07725002777 

 

___________________________________ 
 

   M SUMMERS  ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

_____________________________________ 
            Your Local Electrician, Fully Qualified, With Over 20 Years Experience. 

 

             All Work Certified To BS7671 & Building Control Notified If Required 

 

                               Please Contact Me For A Free Quotation 

                                    Fully Insured & Warranty Available 

                                             You’re In Safe Hands! 

07894 955438 

MSummersElectrical@btinternet.com 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

A Member of Decorators Network
D. DOWNES
Painting & Decorating

All types of wall coverings
darren.downes72@gmail.com
01235 221012 or  07974 672579
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MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
Casual Vacancy
There is a casual vacancy on the Parish 
Council. Whilst the Council is currently 
waiting to hear whether a formal election 
is demanded or not, it has decided to see if 
there is anyone who may be interested in 
joining the Council to serve the community 
at what is a very busy time. If there is anyone 
interest in joining the Council then he/she is 
invited to contact the Parish Clerk for further 
information about the role.
Council Tax 2017/18
The Parish Council will be carefully 
considering the budget for 2017/18 at its 
meeting to be held on 11th January. Once 
finalised, the Council will set the amount of 
council tax that comes to the parish from the 
total amount paid by residents to the Vale of 
White Horse District Council.
Parishioner of the Year Award
Reminder that nominations are required for 
the Parishioner of the Year Award. The award 
is given to a local person or persons who 
have devoted much time and energy working 
within the community. There are many 
people who would be worthy recipients, so 
if you have someone in mind, then please 
contact the clerk, whose details appear below, 
a send a short statement of not more than 
200 words, as to the reasons why the person 
should receive the award. 
Neighbours
As we continue through winter, please give 
a thought for your neighbours, particularly 
the elderly and those without transport. Bad 
weather can bring chaos to businesses, travel 
delays, school closures etc, but also affects 
those who are unable to get out. Do please 
check on your neighbours, make sure they are 
all right, and see whether they need assistance 
with anything.
Additional rubbish
Christmas is a time when we all seem to 
accumulate extra packaging and items for the 
recycling bin. Please note of the re arranged 
collection days over the holiday period.
Street Lights - Sheepstead Road
Two street lights were removed some months 
ago on safety grounds as they had rusted 
through. The Council is continuing to pursue 
their replacement with the County Council, 
as there is no indication as yet as to when the 
new ones will be installed.
Planning Applications
The following planning applications have 
been considered by the Parish Council
P16/V2692/FUL Variation of condition 7: 
roads to remain private, and condition 13: no 
direct requirement for provision of charging 
points for electric vehicles at Priory East 
site. Packhorse Lane. The Council objected, 
and required all roads to be constructed in 
accordance with County Council’s standards, 
and required charging points to remain to 
allow residents to have electric vehicles if 
they wished, in view of the air quality in 
Packhorse Lane.
P16/V2791/RM Reserved matters following 
outline approval P14/V2373/O
Land off Sheepstead Road. The Council 

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

EMERGENCY CARERS’ SUPPORT 
SERVICE is a support service for adult 
carers of adults in Oxfordshire. They can 
provide experienced staff to look after 
the cared for person if the carer has an 
emergency and is unable to do so 
Just call 0345 050 7666 or email 
carersoxfordshire@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
for more details and register your details.

www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk

PUBLISHER / EDITOR 
Meriel Lewis 
8 Orchard Way, Marcham 
Abingdon OX13 6PP 
Tel: 01865 391725
Website: www.madnews.co.uk 
Email: editor@madnews.co.uk
ADVERTISING 
Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews makes 
no guarantees as to accuracy or authenticity.
DISTRIBUTORS 
Judith & Peter Fontaine 
14 Tower Close, Marcham 
Abingdon Tel: 01865 391275
DEADLINES 
Advertising: 5pm 15th month 
Other copy: 5pm 20th month 
except for Jan when it is 15th Dec for both
ADDITIONAL COPIES 
These are available free from Marcham 
Post Office or the Editor. Postal copies are 
also available – contact the Editor.
DISCLAIMER 
We apologise in advance for any errors that may creep 
into MADNews (online or print), or omissions that 
creep out - we don’t do it on purpose!
The Editor reserves the right to alter, omit or hold 
over copy to another issue. The views expressed in the 
Marcham & District News are not necessarily those of 
the editorial team, who are all volunteers.
POLICE 
PCSO Rich Osborn C9323 
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.pnn.
police.uk for Marcham
Just dial 101 (non-emergency)
CRIMESTOPPERS
Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)
NHS NON-EMERGENCY
Call Free from any phone - 111
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Marcham and Shippon 
Catherine Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Webbercatherine1@gmail.com
For other councillors go to 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
© Marcham & District News 2017
The copying of any part of this publication 
without written authorisation is not permitted.

sought assurances regarding the linking of 
the paths, and maintenance responsibilities 
for open spaces. It sought an improved house 
design and assurances as to the adequacy of 
the sewer system.
P16/V2952/HH Internal and external 
alterations to existing outbuilding to provide 
additional residential use in connection only 
with 11 Church Street. Building known as 
1718 building 11 Church Street. The Council 
supported the application, and requested 
standard conditions for listed buildings as it 
was sited to a grade II former farmhouse.
P16/V2887/FUL Erection of 3 bed detached 
dwelling at 1 Priory Lane. The Council 
supported the application and requested 
checks for archaeological remains, and 
appropriate materials to be used.
P16/V3052/LB Alteration to grade II listed 
barn to form 2 bed annex to 12 Frilford Road. 
Council requested sight of the plans for the 
alterations to the building where parking 
was proposed, and confirmation of the land 
owner’s consent to parking.
Date of Next Council Meeting: 
Wednesday 11th January 2017 at 7.30 p.m. in 
the residents’ lounge, at Duffield Place.
Clerk to the Council: Mrs. L. Martin,  
90 Howard Cornish Rd, 01865 391833
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk.
The Chairman, Council members and 
Clerk wish everyone a happy new year.

Dear Readers

In January 2015 I repeated my 2014 wish 
that by January 2016 we would be nearer 
getting a new hall for Marcham. This year 
I can confidently say we are definitely 
on the road, thanks to so much hard 
work from so many people - and also the 
tenacity to keep on keeping on!

The big headlines look grim but 
underneath people are generally very 
good at just getting on with things...

Happy new year!

Personal adverts in MADNews are free so 
if want to put in a notice or have something 
to sell, call the editor on 391725 or email 

editor@madnews.co.uk
The deadline for all personal adverts  

is 20th of the month.

Stamps for Young Dementia UK
Please bring in your stamps from all 
your cards and letters to Marcham 
Village Shop to aid Young Dementia 
UK - the box is just inside the door.
GWYNETH GOSS
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HOME & GARDEN

JEM
CHIMNEY SWEEPING COMPANY LTD

 NO FUSS  NO MESS  NO PROBLEM 

OXFORD: 01865 772996	 DEDDINGTON: 01869 337500

MOBILE: 07711 443050	 STADHAMPTON: 01865 400244

OXFORD HOUSE CLEARANCES
Residential & Commercial

Prompt, Reliable & Confidential
References available

Call us today !
01235 534216 / 07876 515258

Full Cleaning Service Available

www.oxfordclearances.co.uk
oxfordhouseclearances@outlook.com

EAGLES WINDOW CLEANING
A traditional window cleaning service  

by hand established 10 years ago

•	 Cleaning all styles of windows including surrounds
•	 Conservatories, guttering and roofs
•	 References and recommendations available

Please call 01235 410813 or 07791805257

THE COMPLETE FIREPLACE SHOWROOM
Come and see the range of Solid Fuel, Gas and 

Electric appliances with displays of wood stone and 
marble surrounds at ABIGAS.

Easy parking
Opening Hours: 
9-5 Mon-Fri and 9-4 Sat

Area A, Unit 4, Radley Road Industrial Estate
Abingdon OX14 3RY  Tel: 01235 533301

Email: abigas11@aol.com
www.abigas.co.uk

GARY CUDDON
Painter and Decorator

Fully qualified with 30 years experience
Providing a high quality service

Free quotations and fully insured
Local and friendly service

07827 752904     garycuddon@aol.com
Call Abingdon 01235 239622

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL SERVICES

Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied
TVs - Hung on your wall and tuned
Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

For high-quality design, installation, maintenance
and breakdown services, contact....

Andrew Mugleston
www.muglestons.co.uk

Oxfordshire Roofing
and Building Services 
a good honest and reliable firm 

Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689
Flat Roofing	 Chimney Repointing
New Roofs	 De-Mossing
Guttering	 Tiling
Slating	 Facias 

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel:  01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 LETTERS, ANSON TRUST, MARCHAM SHOP & JAMES BAYLEY

Marcham Village Shop
and Post Office
16 North St, Marcham
OX13 6NG
Shop: 391993 / PO: 391940
Opening Hours 
Mon - Fri:	 07.30 - 17.30
Sat & Sun:	 08.00 - 12.00
If you’re going away don’t forget you can order your foreign currency 
from Marcham Post Office. Euros are usually in stock but order before 
1pm and collect the next day
Sending money overseas or to penniless students in the UK?
If you are sending money overeas or in the UK 
why not try MoneyGram? It’s very quick with 
money arriving in only 10 minutes and some of 
the best rates around! 
January - the month of resolutions ... and mini eggs only 50p a quarter

POST 
OFFICE

®

Holiday Opening Hours
27 Dec: CLOSED
28, 29, 30 & 31 Dec: 08.00 - 12.00
New Year‘s Day, 2 Jan: CLOSED
3 Jan back to normal hours

Dear Editor
Coffee Morning at 50, North Street
A big 'Thank you ' to everyone who came to 
the the coffee morning at the above address 
on Friday, 2nd Dec. in aid of Nyakabungo 
Girls' School in S.W. Uganda.
We raised the wonderful sum of £386.90. 
This will be used to help the girls access 
health care, such as visits to the dentist, 
doctor or optician and provide such 
essentials as soap, toothpaste etc.
Many of the girls are A.I.D.s orphans and 
would not be able to have an education 
of any sort, so the support we give them 
is vital in enabling them to fulfil their true 
potential.
ANN GOVER

James Bayley:  Outstanding Ophthalmology Nurse
James is the first person to be nominated by a patient in the Bayer Ophthalmology 
Honours. The patient described him as “a devoted, compassionate, 
knowledgeable and totally professional nurse who may not expect to 
receive, but is wholly deserving of this award”. James was presented with a 
Commended award in the category for ‘Outstanding ophthalmology nurse’. The 
judges said that “James’ nomination showcased the true care and attention that 
James takes with his work every day”.
James received his award on 1st December 2016 at a special ceremony in 
London from Paralympian Danny Crates. James has worked in Oxford’s Eye 
Department since qualifying as a nurse in 1995 and lives in Marcham with his 
family – who are extremely proud of him!
If you know a local hero or someone who deserves some praise in MADNews email 
editor@madnews.co.uk

A message from Pete the Postie
After 33 years in the PO, 26 of those 
delivering to Tubney and surrounding 
villages, it is with great sadness I have 
to tell you all that I will be retiring on 
December 17th.
I will miss you all as I feel as if I have 
become part of village life and a friend to 
most of you.
I have enjoyed my time with you. Thanks
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas, 
Happy New Year and all the very best for 
the future. Pete ‘Postie’

Trish Wagstaff  - Oxfordshire’s amazing 
fundraiser - has coordinated a collection 
and raised over £950 to send Peter off 
with all our thanks. 

ANSON TRUST - 2015 ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 
The Trust’s annual accounts for 2015 have now been submitted 
to Companies House. A full set of the accounts will be available 
on both the MADNews and Anson Trust (www.ansontrust.org) 
websites shortly.
In the meantime, here is a brief summary: 
	 Income	 Expenditure
Anson Field (inc. MSSSC) 	 £11,139 	 £14,196 
Institute	 £6,811 	 £3,346 
Trust operations 	 £2,308 	 £3,937 

		  Overall Profit/(Loss) £(1,221) 
		  Operating Profit/(Loss) £(2,251)

The Operating Loss excludes the income from the Trust’s investments and their 
change in value and shows that the Trust is continuing to lose money on its day 
to day activities.
On a more positive note, the Trust can report that, following planning approval in 
the summer, it continues to work closely with the CFSG, the Parish Council and 
Thomas Homes to reorganise the Trust’s assets and to provide vastly improved 
facilities for the village of Marcham. The precise timing of delivery of these facilities 
has yet to be finalised but as and when we have more concrete news about this 
we will share it with you all.
THE ARTHUR ANSON MEMORIAL TRUST LTD.

Local History Books on Sale at  
Marcham Village Shop

From Arrowheads 
to Irrigators: The 
History of Frilford 
and Collins Farm
by Murray MacLean

AND

Hanney: Life in 
an Old Berkshire 
Village 1940-1950 
by Alfred James

These are both 
fascinating and give 
a lot of detail about 
the history of the 
local area.

Come 
and see 
our new 
awning
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
LD Window Cleaning 

LD Offer a Quick Reliable Service
That Will Leave Your Windows GLEAMING

Also gutters and fascias
Text/Call 07984780066 or 01865 392859

Email leedancer81@yahoo.co.uk

Bathroom specialist 
All trades covered 
All household plumbing and heating needs
Call Simon: 07765 654303
Email: info@scpplumbing.co.uk

 

-Install flue liners -Install solid fuel stove or open fire       
- Supply and fit            – Install of twin wall chimney 
   -Service and Maintenance  -Handyman Services 
   - Carpentry    - Landscaping   - General Building 
 
Phone :01865391777 Mobile: 07850347381 
Email:southoxfordshirestoves@hotmail.com 

 
Free surveys and quotations  

 

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,  
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075

msharmanroofing@gmail.com

MAN   WITH   VAN
Available for Light Haulage,

Collections, Deliveries and Small Removals
– o O o –

Daytime, Evening and Weekend Work
Tel:- 01367-710526 / 07860-656351

House - Flat - Apartments - Office

FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED

Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES

Tel 07721 679487 + 01235 524589

“MOVING ASSISTANCE”

Louise Tierney
Mobile State Registered  
Hairdresser
Member Of The F.H.A. 

for all enquiries 
or to book an appointment please call.

Tel:   01865 730428
Mob: 07525 784807

NJME Domestic Appliance
Service & Repair all Major Brands

Washing Machines - Washer Dryers - 
Tumble Dryers - Fridge Freezers - Ovens - 

Cookers - Hobs & Extractor Hoods

Fast, Reliable and Friendly Service
01865 391614 / 07507 111289

•• • • • • • •
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 WI, SINGING, WALK, & SENIOR CITIZENS

MSSSC: Marcham Sports, Scouts & Social Club
The pavilion & field off Morland Road

------------------------------------------------
Quiz Night and Bar Openings

The bar will be open every Friday during January, opening at 
8pm. There will be quiz evenings on Fridays 6 and 27.

The bar opening times will be 8pm till 11.30pm. 
Further details from Trevor Hill – 01865 391321

Everyone welcome - members AND non-members 
We look forward to seeing you at the club

SINGING IS GOOD FOR YOU!
Tuesday 10th January 
Tuesday 24th January
From 2- 3.30pm
Come and join us in the common room at 
Duffield Place, you will be sure of a warm 
welcome ... and tea and cake! 
Phone 391270 for more details 
Christine Whild

Marcham WI 
Next Meeting
Date:	 Thursday, 19th January
Time: 	 7.30pm
Venue: 	 Denman College
New Year Meeting

We hope that all our members had a very Happy Christmas 
and wish everyone a Happy New Year and many thanks 
to those who supported our raffle for the Denman Appeal.  

We are looking forward to welcoming everyone back in 
January on Thursday 19th January, when Ken and June 
Brazier will be telling us about Mercy Ships.  Do come 
along to what we hope will be a very interesting talk.
New members and visitors are always welcome.

For further information, please contact:
Pippa Hoath 01865 391349 pippahoath@gmail.com

MARCHAM SOCIETY MID-WEEK WALK: 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 12TH
To start the New Year, we are exploring the area 
around Farmoor Reservoir; the exact route will 
depend on the weather and the state of the river! 
We will be eating at the Vine Inn in Cumnor (Map Ref: SP 463041) 
at the usual time of 12.30, however we will be starting the walk 
at 1.30 from the Car-Park at Farmoor Reservoir, (Map Ref: SP 
451061) just off the Eynsham Road, B4017. There is a small charge 
for parking there.  In the walk of 3½ to 4 miles we will explore the 
Thames Path as far as Pinkhill Lock and the Nature Reserve nearby.

Why not join us and walk off any seasonal excesses?  
Ring Eric Dunford on 391439 for lifts, further details and 
to check for any last-minute changes. Members free, non-
members £1. We always welcome new walkers.

MARCHAM SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB
Our January meeting will be on Thursday 26th January at 
2.30pm in Duffield Place lounge. This is our usual Christmas 
Party with sandwiches, mince pies jelly and trifle.This year we 
are having a quiz with all questions being about Christmas.
The programme for 2017 includes 
•	 our Annual General Meeting in February followed by a 

discussion on Wartime Britain 
•	 March meeting is a collection of video funnies. An outing to 

RAF Benson is also planned for March + Pub Lunch
•	 April we will have a discussion of our school days
•	 May meeting will be a general knowledge quiz. An outing 

to Yarnton garden centre is also planned
•	 June meeting will be members’ memories of their early 

school days
•	 July meeting will be our usual Garden party with 

refreshments and party games.
NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

For more information contact 
John Woods (Secretary) 391705

MARCHAM WI
GRAND CHRISTMAS 

HAMPER RAFFLE

The raffle was drawn on 16th 
December and the winner is....
Margaret Willis

Fix My Street is a 
great resource to sort 
out problems but to 
get the best out of it, we need to put in as much detail as 
possible. Each street light has a number and giving the 
exact location of the problem with photos if possible will 
get the problem sorted out much quicker. There is a new 
app so you can even do it from your phone! 
www.fixmystreet.com
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
architectural and planning services

party wall surveyor

john martin mciob mfpws

	planning & building control approvals   

	extensions, new homes, conversions

	party wall surveyor services   

	award winning designer

	 free initial consultation

	over 30 years of improving homes and the built environment

tel 01865 391833 mob 07710 858668  
email john.gmartin@hotmail.co.uk

90 howard cornish road marcham OX13 6PU

NEW MOBILITY 
SCOOTERS 
FROM £549 

 

WHEELCHAIRS 
FROM £149 

 

ABINGDON 
01235 523353 

NEW STAIRLIFTS 
Curved or Straight  

RISE & 
RECLINER CHAIRS 

FROM £490 

WWW.JONCAREMOBILITY.CO.UK  
7-8 RADLEY PLACE, RADLEY ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

ABINGDON OXON OX14 3RY 

SERVICING AND SALES SERVICING AND SALES   

BATH LIFTS LARGE SHOWROOM AND  
ON-SITE PARKING 

 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in 
electrical and renewable products for the domestic and 
commercial markets. Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
ELECTRICAL 
All household electrical works 

undertaken 
Fault finding & repair 
Replacement consumer units 
Earthing & bonding 
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers 
Electrical inspections for 

home buyers & lettings 
Visual inspections 
Portable appliance testing

RENEWABLE 
Solar electric panel 

installations
Maintenance for solar panels
Electric car charging & 

Government grants

CONTACT US
Alternative Lighting Services
Email: info@als-ltd.net
Office: 01865 391241 
Mobile 07739313994

  

 
 

NICEIC Approved contractor and domestic installer 

MCS Accredited for solar electric (PV) panel installations  

Free estimates 
 
          Contact us: 
      Alternative Lighting Services Ltd      
      Email  ‐ info@als‐ltd.net 
      Office ‐ 01865 391845 
      

     All electrical works undertaken 

Full electrical home buyers surveys 

PAT Testing, Periodic testing and repairs 
 
 

                                 
 

  
  
 

O X F O R D
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

phone: 01865 326009
email: oxfordkitchens@aol.com

www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
Visit our showroom: 

1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

Luxury fitted kitchens bathrooms
and accessories

t/a Bob Nichols Vehicle Services 
Unit 3 Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane, 

Dry Sandford OX13 6EB
Call Bob Tel: 01865 730011 Mobile: 07715 707830

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
M.O.T. STATION - NOW OPEN

Servicing – Diagnostics
General Repairs 
Tyres – Exhausts

Air Conditioning  – M.O.T.s
Courtesy Cars Available
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Do something amazing 
today – give blood

96% of us rely on the other 
4% to give blood. 

Please don’t leave it to someone else. Most people can 
give blood. If you are generally in good heath, age 17 to 
65 (if it’s your first time) and weigh at least 7st 12lb you 
can donate. You can give blood every 16 weeks, and it 
only takes a few minutes.
To find a session contact

www.blood.co.uk 0300 123 23 23
If you are already a donor, 

why not take a friend next time!

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 CROSSWORD & SOCIETY

CROSSWORD BY ALISA answers next month

Marcham Society Annual Lecture
Jane Smallman

Challenges in port design 
and how to solve them

All Saints’ Church, Marcham 
7.45pm Tuesday 10th January

Non-members always welcome £2	 www.marchamsociety.org.uk
Further details: Sheila Dunford (391439) or Judith Fontaine (391275)

OXFORDSHIRE WELSH SOCIETY
Present a

GALA CHARITY CONCERT
CELEBRATING ST DAVID

Featuring the
SOUTH WALES MALE CHOIR

With star guests
LLIO EVANS SOPRANO

CHARLIE LOVELL-JONES VIOLINIST
Supporting 

OXFORDSHIRE PROSTATE 
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

OXFORD TOWN HALL St. Aldates, Oxford
SATURDAY 4TH MARCH 2017 - 7pm

TICKETS £15 Available from:
Tickets Oxford (Playhouse Theatre) 
01865 305305 / ticketsoxford.com

Oxford Museum Gift Shop 
(Town Hall St Aldates) 01865 252334

John Prout 01235 521307 / johnprout1@btinternet.com

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8 9

10 11

12

13

14 15 16

17

18

19 20 21

22

23

Across
2. Lozenges (7)
6. Every (4)
8. Cupid’s Roman 

Counterpart (4)
9. It goes with fro (2)
10. Ten tens (7)
12. Smooth (4)
13. Garden designer (10)
14. Part of three’s work (10)
17. Cooker (4)
18. Beer mug (7)
19. Old English (2)
21. Imitation (4)
22. Close (4)
23. Liked having (7)

Down
1. Continent (6)
2. Moses’ successor (6)
3. Home improver (4.6)
4. From whom letters come (6)
5. Perform (3)
7. Biscuits (7)
11. State of being no longer 

needed (10)
13. Very wise man (7)
14. Whole (6)
15. Really (6)
16. Relation (6)
20. Fish (3)

Drovers’ Roads in Oxfordshire and Beyond by Tim Healey
The Marcham Society November talk
Tim Healey is well known for his illustrated talks to local societies, 
as well as being a broadcaster, writer of some sixty books and a 
record producer. His talk to the Society was well illustrated with 
both photographs of the drovers’ roads as they are today, one of 
which he described as ‘a green ghost of a once majestic highway’, 
together with contemporary photographs of drovers’ cattle fairs, 
markets, drovers’ inns as well as the drovers themselves. The 
main theme of the talk was the contrast of the romantic view of 
the drovers’ life, characterised in quotations, songs and even an 
opera by Vaughan-Williams and the reality of a ‘hard hard life’ 
lived out by ‘tough little men’ from the Welsh hills. They drove 
their herds from Wales to the markets of London and counties 
of the south east, a journey of c. 250 miles, three or four times a 
year. There was plenty of detail about how this was done, using 
corgi dogs for example to keep the herd together and planting 
Scots Pine trees as landmarks along the route (still in evidence 
today).  He also showed maps of what roads were used and how 
the introduction of the turnpikes changed their routes, keeping 
them away from the major towns such as Oxford. The romantic 
view showed a way of life similar to the American Wild West, but 
this was balanced by the excerpt from the register of the Oxford 
Board of Guardians, who were responsible for poor relief. Sixteen 
drovers ended their lives either in the workhouse or as recipients 
of outdoor relief from the poor law guardians. Altogether this 
was an absorbing talk from a master of his craft.
Visitors are very welcome at our meetings. The charge is £2, 
which includes light refreshments.
PETER STEERE
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Dani McNeil &
MA VetMB MRCVS
Dani McNeil & Jamie McNeil

MA VetMB MRCVS

- Custom Made Curtains & Blinds -  
- Free and Expert Advice -  Perfectly fitted - 
10% discount off any order for Marcham area 

residents  (Mention the MAD News) 

Call -  Marcham 391881    

Did you know we offer:

Servicing MOT Air Con refill Bodywork Diagnostics Repairs Recovery

Radley Rd Industrial Estate, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

01235 553055

Call us today for a no obligation quote

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.com
Email: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Like us on Facebook for regular offers and updates

Cars & light commercial (up to 17 seater), mini buses & vans up to 3.5 tonnes. 
Trailer, horseboxes and Caravans. Courtesy cars & vans available.

Martin Gilbert Motor Repairs Ltd

LARDNER BUILDING
Local Checkatrade and  

HETAS registered building company  

All general building work  
undertaken including: 

• First and second fix carpentry • Kitchens 
• UPVC windows and doors • Woodburners

For free no obligation quote please call
01235 603 192 / 07949 109 222

lardnerbuilding@yahoo.com 

M&A
Electricals

Want a light  
repaired/rewired? 

Give us call!!
Need something repaired? 

ASK US
LIGHTING  

SHOWROOM
A large range of  
ELECTRICAL  

ACCESSORIES

Large range of light bulbs in 
stock - Lovely Antique and 

filament LED lamps!
Orders taken for lamps & 

accessories
ELECTRICAL  
APPLIANCES

40,60,100 WATT  
LAMPS IN STOCK

TORCHES-
     RADIOS-

          CLOCKS
Conduit/trunking, Cables and 

Flexes
All major credit cards accepted 

including Amex

An unusual and unique range of table lamps in stock
NOW BACK at 30 Market Place, Wantage  OX12 8AJ

01235 762468
sales@mandawantage.co.uk www.mandawantage.co.uk

Thanks to all our loyal customers for their support

  
24 Hours a day... 7 Days a week... 365 Days a year 

Your Local Expert Plumbing & Drainage Service 

• All Emergency Plumbing • All Drainage & Blockages •  
• No Call Out Charge  • Pre-fixed Prices • Work Guaranteed • 

Jon Parker 
CALL FREEPHONE 0800 015 4767 

Tel: 01235239001    Mobile: 07540 018295 
E: draindoctor123@yahoo.com 
W: www.draindoctoroxford.co.uk 



MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.ukJanuary 2017 11

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
ED VAIZEY WRITES...
In Parliament this month I took part in a 
debate on press freedom and the Leveson 
inquiry. I also took part in the debate on the 
third reading of the Investigatory Powers Bill, 
on the same issue. Finally, I helped present 
the Defibrillator (Availability) Bill 2016-2017 
to the House of Commons, a Private Members 
Bill drafted by my colleague Maria Caulfield. 
This Bill would require all schools, sports centres and other public 
facilities to have a defibrillator and a train their staff to use it.
Myself and other local MPs have held a number of meetings to 
discuss the A34 with Ministers and representatives from Highways 
England. The meetings covered the upcoming safety review of the 
A34, which will focus on the M4 to M40 stretch with the most 
accidents. The review will also look at which laybys need to be 
closed, upgraded or used solely by the emergency services. The 
Minister for Highways assured us that he intends to make sure that 
short term measures and improvements are delivered as quickly 
and cost effectively as possible.
In local news, the Wantage based charity Sudden Unexpected 
Death in Epilepsy (SUDEP) Action, of which I am President, 
has had their digital safety tool EpSMon accepted onto the NHS 
Innovation Accelerator (NIA) Programme. The tool was chosen as 
one of the 8 innovations to be selected for the programme as it can 
have a significant impact on the safety as well as the personal and 
financial costs of epilepsy. The charity is also funding a clinical 
trial of a Wearable Apnoea Device to stop epilepsy deaths.
I was extremely angry at the news this month that the consultation 
that will directly affect the future of Wantage Community Hospital 
is now not due to start until after the County Council elections next 
May. The Oxfordshire Healthcare Transformation Consultation is 
to be split into two phases with services provided out of community 
hospitals such as Wantage being considered later in the year. I was 
not happy at the announcement as it will prolong the closure of 
the hospitals 12 bed in-patient service which was closed in early 
summer while its long term future was decided by the consultation. 
There is now only a very tight window for the consultation to take 
place, so it is essential that the date does not slip again.
In other news, I was pleased to hold a meeting with the County 
Council and Environment Agency to get some action on preventing 
future flooding in Cholsey; catch up with Sovereign Housing 
Association; and attend the Didcot First Business and Community 
Awards, now in their eighth year.  I also spoke at a very enjoyable 
lunch hosted by the Betjeman Society in Wantage.
So finally, as the festive season arrives, I would like to take this 
opportunity to express my gratitude to all those who serve in 
the Armed Forces and emergency services, many of whom will 
continue to work at a time when most of us are enjoying ourselves 
with our family and friends.  I was able to participate in the 
Remembrance Day services at Wallingford and Didcot this year.
My very best wishes to you for a prosperous New Year.
ED VAIZEY, MP Wantage and Didcot (Conservative)

COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
After a momentous year, where not everything has gone the way 
I might like, it is desirable that with Christmas and the New Year 
upon us, I should try to be positive and full of good will. 
I want to praise the efforts of Sutton Courtenay Action Group 
supported by Parish Council and many village residents in getting 
the attention of District and County Councils to the very particular 
problems that are affecting their village. A near doubling of the 
number of houses, one of Europe’s largest warehouses, a landfill 

Contact Ed Vaizey MP by
Post The House of Commons, London SW1A OAA
E-mail dicksonce@parliament.uk 
Web www.vaizey.com
News http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP
Tel 0207 219 6350

and recycling site, and an expanding Didcot and Milton Park, 
it seems that Sutton Courtenay has been a focus of growth, of 
environmental impact, and of infrastructure shortage. None of 
these problems on their own are unique to Sutton Courtenay, but 
by persuading the Councils to realize its problems, the experience 
of this village may encourage Councils to realize some of the 
effects being felt in many areas of the county. With a very high 
proportion of our land area being AONB (Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty) Green Belt and Flood Plain, all the growth is being 
concentrated in a very small proportion of the County. Abingdon 
and its surrounding villages have been asked (some might say 
“told”) to absorb much of the desired growth. The gaps between 
one village and the next are reducing dramatically. In many cases 
we are down to one field. Coalescence of towns and villages is 
now a serious issue for us. The Sutton Courtenay Action Group’s 
actions have wide implications for the whole area.
I also want to praise all those beginning or thinking about beginning 
Neighbourhood Plans. The bravery and experience of Drayton in 
being the first large village in the area to get a fully made Plan 
will be used by others to improve and learn from the Drayton 
experience. Neighbourhood Plans are not about preventing 
development. However, they are, for the first time, an opportunity 
for local residents to play a major part in the planning process. 
The residents of Drayton can look forward to a village that they 
have helped to plan, and make a better connected, more attractive 
community with better facilities. Now that we have a Local Plan in 
place, large speculative applications should be a thing of the past.
Meanwhile Marcham can look forward to its long awaited new 
Village Hall and Sports facilities on the Anson Field. This has 
involved the hard work and good will of dozens of people. True, it 
is taking longer than originally hoped, but many hours of work is 
nearing completion on the management of the new facilities. This 
will ensure the long term future of the project and is well worth 
waiting for.
There is plenty to say next year in praise of Shippon, Milton and 
Appleford, but not enough room in this report. In the meantime, a 
Very Happy New Year to All
RICHARD WEBBER CLLR OCC SC & Marcham Division.
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com or 01235 534001

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
Local Plan Good news! AT LAST we have a local plan in place! 
It was voted in last Wednesday, 14th December, after a very rocky 
journey of five years, but now we can safely say that this will stop 
speculative applications throughout the Vale, as we have enough 
land for development. We need five years worth each year and at 
present we have seven years worth. The bad/sad news is that we 
need not have had to go through all this pain of feeling powerless 
against speculative applications! Back in 2011 there was a Local 
Plan almost complete which the present administration decided to 
abandon, saying that they wanted to review it again, only to end 
up using much of the old plan! As a result the whole procedure has 
added years onto its progress,and villages all round the Vale have 
had to take a lot of unwanted building, enough to change the whole 
character of many villages. 
Don’t misunderstand me. I am the first person to agree that we do 
need housing, but we need them in places where WE want to put 
them, NOT where a developer wants to put them, and this is where 
Neighbourhood Plans will play a major role. Thank you very much 
to the people who have got in touch with me about setting up a 
Marcham Neighbourhood Plan. And to those who are dithering as 
to whether to put their name forward, can I urge you to do so as 
we still need more volunteers. Let 2017 New Year resolution be to 
start a Marcham Neighbourhood Plan.
The next surgery to meet and air any local issues with your County 
Councillor and District Councillor will be held at Marcham shop 
on Saturday, 14th January between 9.00am and 11.00am.
May I wish you ALL a very HAPPY NEW YEAR!
CATHERINE WEBBER Cllr VWHDC 
01235 534001 or Webbercatherine1@gmail.com
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HOUSEHOLD / PERSONAL SERVICES
NB Office Services

Qualified Bookkeeper with over 10 years’ 
experience in Office Management and PA

Telephone: 01865 392866
Mobile : 07775 690522

Email: Nicola.bunce@nbofficeservices.co.uk

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available

Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories  

Fascias & Soffits
Graham Berry

64 Coleridge Drive
Abingdon Oxon OX14 5NT

Tel: 01235 522760
Mobile: 07836 501524

N&JMUNT

Tel: 01235 206330/07754 828838
Please ring for a free in-home quotation

for all domestic cleaning

CLEANING

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk
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Pilates & Yoga 
Exploring a mindful approach to your movement to 
help develop strength and flexibility and ease tension 
from mind and body. 
 
Daytime and evening classes in Marcham 
   
   Andrea Buckingham 
      07939 523083 
  www.innerstrengthpilates.co.uk 

CONTAINER STORAGE

•	 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon
•	 24 hour CCTV
•	 Easy Access
•	 Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk

www.oxonstorage.co.uk

xon 
torageS

HALE AND SONS
GENERAL BUILDERS
FROM SOUTHMOOR

FULLY INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

CALL RICH 07903 496569
01865 820488

�� EXTENSIONS
�� ALTERATIONS
�� PLASTERING
�� KITCHEN AND BATHROOM FITTING
�� FENCING
�� ROOFING

ANY BUILDING WORK
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 IN AND  OUT OF SCHOOL & CFSG

Planning a night out with friends?
A birthday trip with the kids?

A family trip to the beach?
Whatever your plans, why not use the 

Community Minibus!!
14 seats plus your driver, aged between 25 and 70 

(you will need to ensure that your licence covers driving a minibus) 
A standard donation is requested for each booking to cover 

diesel/maintenance.
There is a weekly run to Tesco for any residents with transport 
difficulties. Leaving Duffield Place at 9.45am and returning from 
Tesco at around 11am - voluntary contribution to cover costs. 

Do you have a couple of hours free every few weeks to join our 
rota - or would you like to join the passengers ?  

Contact Marion Belcher on 07507 797757 
to make your booking, volunteer as a driver  

or for more information

MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL
What a wonderful way to end the 
term and wish all our families a very 
Merry Christmas!  
The children put on two performances 
of “Our First Nativity” and both times 
the audience were amazed! With singing, dancing, clipping 
and clopping we rode our camels and donkey as we made 
our way to Bethlehem to see the birth of baby Jesus.  
A visit from Father Christmas completed our day and we 
look forward to hearing all the news when we return in 
January! 
If you are interested in joining us, please contact us at 
marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk

Happy New Year!!!! 
www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com

MARCHAM SCHOOL NEWS
Our next Open session for prospective parents is on 9th January 
2017 from 10:00am – 11:00am. Please do give the school office 
01865 391448 a call if you’d like to come.
VIV HUTCHINSON, 
Headteacher, Marcham CE Primary School.

AFTER SCHOOL DROP-IN FOR  
SECONDARY AGED YOUNG PEOPLE.

Come join us at the Baptist Chapel on Packhorse 
Lane after school for any amount of time (until about 

6pm).  There will be the chance to play games and 
generally spend time with friends.  

Contact Rob, the Parish Youth Worker for more 
information, rob@marchamyouth.org

PTA Round-up
Many, many thanks to 
everyone who came to 
our Christmas Fayre 
at the beginning of 
December.  I am very 
please to tell you that the initial count of the takings on 
the night was £2,185, a wonderful sum of money that will 
go towards supporting the education and experiences of 
children at Marcham Primary School.

Although this figure is £22 less than we took at 2015’s 
Fayre, at the time of writing we have not yet received the 
takings from all stallholders, and I’m confident that the 
final sum will significantly exceed last year’s total.  

It’s now just over six months until our Summer Fete, but 
between now and then we have some exciting events and 
entertainment planned, and we’ll be publicising them all 
as they come along. Thank you all for your support during 
2016, and from all the Marcham PTA team best wishes for 
a fun-filled 2017.

See you on the school run
Peter Kidd, PTA Chair

Community Facilities Steering Group
Plans moving forward…
The Community Facilities Steering Group has been 
continuing to make progress with the new facilities as we 
enter 2017.
New management arrangements for the facilities are being 
detailed, legal agreements are being negotiated between 
the key parties involved, and detailed budgets and design 
specifications for the hall are being worked on. It is taking 
some intensive work, and it is important to get these 
details right for the future.
Can you help?
Until we have built the new facilities, we need as far as 
possible to avoid spending money on the existing buildings 
on the field, so that we use the limited funds available 
for the new building. However, inevitably, some short-
term repairs and maintenance may be needed to keep 
them secure in the meantime. We would be grateful of 
any practical help that anyone, especially those with a 
particular skill or trade, can offer to minimise the external 
cash cost of any such repairs. Please let us know if you are 
able to offer practical help.
The Community Facilities Steering Group (CFSG) was 
set up with the clear objective of developing plans for 
new community facilities in Marcham and is made up of 
representatives from local groups with an interest in village 
facilities. If you wish to have more information on the CFSG, 
or you think you can help, please contact Jim Asher (391727).

CFSG - Opportunities without Obstacles

HANNAH JAMES &  
TUULIKKI BARTOSIK
www.clogbox.co.uk
Support: Greg Hooper
Thursday 12th January 
Doors: 7:00pm Music: 7.15pm | £14.75 
Abingdon Unicorn Theatre
Tickets: www.musicattheunicorn.org.uk 
& REMADE GUITARS, (Stratton Way) Coxeter House
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PERSONAL SERVICES

Bouquets :: Baskets :: Handtieds  
Wedding Flowers :: Funeral Tributes

Modern And Traditional Arrangements
Contact: Jackie 07850-570019

www.floral-elegance-flowers.co.uk

F
l o

r a l  E l e g a n c e

Flowers for All Occasio
ns

GCSE / A Level English / Philosophy Tutor
Excellent testimonials and results.  

TAKING BOOKINGS NOW
www.englishandphilosophytutor.com

englishandphilosophytutor@gmail.com
07771925238

Unit A, 78 Cumnor Road 
Wootton, Boars Hill 
Oxford 
OX1 5JP                                                                Alison Day SFFHT 
01865 321777                                         Charlotte Cardosi MFHT 
FREE PARKING                                           

                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   

                                                                                 
                                                                                        
                                                                        
                                          

                  
                                                                                             
                                                              

 

editor@madnews.co.uk 

 

Book a treatment in January and 
receive a free 15minute 
massage of your choice. 

 
Quote this offer when booking 

T&Cs apply 
 

www.mybeautyroom.co.uk 

P R O A C T I V F I T
- Private personal training 

- Boot camps & HIIT classes

- Strength and conditioning

- Nutritional advice ... And much more

For more information contact Joel 

07484602919 or info@proactivfituk.com

www.proactivfituk.com for online booking

 

Foot Health Professional
Providing complete foot care  
in the comfort of your home

• Nail trimming 
• Corn removal 
• In-growing nails 
• Callus reduction
• Fungal infections
• Foot Massage

Erna Bage MCFHP MAFHP

01235 535050
foot-health@talktalk.net

Member of the British Association of  
Foot Health Professionals
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Local Events
£11,830

Donations
£8,260

Bank Balance
£22,225

5p Coins
7441

2016 - 2017 Membership
Voting: 72       Junior: 18

 

NUMBERS IN TOP BOXES FOR 15th OF PREVIOUS MONTH   

MEMBERSHIP:         VOTING           JUNIOR   

DONATIONS                                                 nearest 

LOCAL EVENTS                                               whole                 

BANK                                                               numbers 

5P COINS   

Page size is 
212 mm tall & 
180 mm wide. 
 
Side panel is 
212 mm tall & 
10 mm wide. 

Fund-raising Burns Supper—Saturday 28th January 2017 
Aside from its role in working to develop new community facili�es, Marcham Community Group con�nues 
to organise events to bring the community together and to fund-raise for our facili�es.  

We are working with Marcham PCC to organise a Burns Supper, to be held in 
Marcham Church on the evening of Saturday 28th January 2017, star�ng at 
7:�0pm. It will include the full tradi�onal three-course meal, entertainment and 
some Sco�sh dancing. The event will be limited in numbers and �ckets will be 
available in January on a first-come first served basis—£20 per person.   

Those of you who have been to a Burns Supper in Marcham before will know 
what is involved in celebra�ng the world-famous Sco�sh bard, Robert Burns— 
and we will be very pleased to welcome new residents in Marcham and anyone 
who has not been to a Burns Supper before. 

For further informa�on and  to book �ckets, please call Jim or Denise Asher 
���1727� or email �im.asher�b�nternet.com. We will also welcome offers of 
help to prepare for the event. 
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 MCG & CRICKET

MARCHAM CRICKET CLUB
With the excesses of the Festive Season and 
New Year over and, perhaps, a Credit Card 
hangover to deal with as well as any other sort, 
thoughts may turn to Spring and the approach 
of the Cricket Season.
The 1st XI is playing in OCA Division 4 this 
Season and has its first match against Swinbrook on 29th April at 
Marcham.
This Season the 2nd XI is playing in Division 8 (South) and starts 
with a match at Marcham on 6th May against Watlington II.
Please contact Trevor Hill (391321) for information relating to the 
Club - including playing or umpiring for Marcham. 
And finally ... two Royal Navy Chaplains were watching a Cricket 
Match between an RN XI and an Army XI. One nudged the other and 
said ‘You know Cricket is a wonderful game! The perfect expression 
of sportsmanship and fair play. We are watching a battle between 
two great services and the manner in which the game is played is 
more important than the result!’ The other replied ‘Absolutely! As 
long as we don’t lose to that Army lot!’	  CSB

Marcham Community Group: Company No 7470307 Charity No 1144407 
391727 (Jim)  admin@marcham.org www.marcham.org

There are 6.7 million blocked drains 
each year in the UK

A plumber could cost over £200 to clear pipes
How can we keep our drains blockage free?
Fatberg fighting tips:
Make a fat trap
Margarine tubs, plastic pots and jam jars make handy 
containers to capture cooled, leftover cooking fat and oil. 
Please dispose of the fat in the food waste bin.
Clear plates
Scrape plates of food and fat before washing up or loading 
the dishwasher.
Use a bin
Keep a bin in the bathroom for everything that isn’t pee, poo 
or toilet paper. Don’t flush wetwipes - they don’t break down 
in the drains, whatever the packet says!

www.binit.thameswater.co.uk

Bin it - don‘t block it.

If you are holding an event within 
or near the MADNews area, 

please contact the editor for more publicity!
01865 391725 or editor@madnews.co.uk
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PERSONAL SERVICES

8 pages

Experienced Dog 
Walker Available
Based in Marcham, we offer great 
value dog walks 7 days per week. 
Full 1 hour walks with pickup and 
drop back to your house with 
paws cleaned and a chew on us. 
•	Always small groups or 121. 
•	Usually cover 5km in 1 hour.
•	Local, full time walker with lots of dog experience 
and really happy customers.

•	Please check out our website for photographs and 
more information. 

•	Fully insured, trained nurse.
Allison 07717 28 20 20 
allison.bristow@thepetpal.co.uk
www.thepetpal.co.uk 

personal service 
ensuring your pets 
are safe and having  

a great time

FOOD AND DRINK
THE CROWN

Your friendly village local
We have a dart board, pool table 

and a garden
Children are welcome  

until 9.00 p.m.
Dogs are welcome in the bar area

OPENING HOURS FOOD SERVED
Monday    5 - 11pm No Food 
Tues - Sat    Noon - 11pm 12-2pm & 6.30-9pm
Sunday   Noon - 11pm Sunday Roast: 12-3pm

Booking is advised at the weekends
See our website for more details 

1 Packhorse Lane, Marcham OX13 6NT  
01865 391735

www.thecrownmarcham.co.uk
Sue and Duncan - in The Crown until 2021

www.milletsfarmcentre.com
Kingston Road | Frilford | Nr. Abingdon | OX13 5HB

SUNDAY
LUNCH

N OW O P E N

 THREE COURSE MENU   

ALL IN A BEAUTIFULLY REFURBISHED  
SETTING  WITH VIEWS OVER THE LAKE

Millets
FARM CENTRE

NEW!

Beef, Rosé Veal, Lamb, Mutton
Free Range Pork and Free Range Eggs

Also available at Marcham Village Shop

Direct from our Farm Shop at  
Manor Farm, Marcham OX13 6NZ

Open Monday - Saturday 10am - 1pm
01865 391 327

www.cumberfarms.co.uk

Reared on 
our farms 

to the 
highest 

standards 
of  quality 

and 
welfare

Frozen 
and 

vacuum 
packed in 
a variety 
of  sizes

 

 

 

“Probably the best 
Takeaway in 
Abingdon!” 

(Tripadvisor, Just Eat,  
Hungry House) 

FREE HOME DELIVERY 
ON ORDERS OVER £20 WITHIN 6 MILE RADIUS 

(ABINGDON £15) 
10% DISCOUNT ON COLLECTION (ORDERS OVER £10) 

01235 55 30 92 / 53 39 31 
15 BRIDGE STREET ABINGDON OX14 3HN 

MAHEETANDOORI@YAHOO.COM 



 All Saints’ Church Page 
www.marcham-with-garford.org.uk 

 

 

Regular services 
Sundays: 10am & 6pm at All Saints’ 
Wednesdays: 10.30am at Duffield Place 

Contacts: Rev. Canon Richard Zair 391319  (r_zair@yahoo.co.uk) * Jill Rowe Youth and Children’s Minister 
jill.rowe.ycm@googlemail.com 390885* Rob Finch Youth Worker 07888331708, rob@marchamyouth.org *Tim Jack 
Churchwarden 01865 864900 * Debbie Flint Churchwarden 01865 391056 * Tamsin Gilbert Parish Administrator 391319 
* Parish Office: parish_office41@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Sunday 1st January, 11am - Café style service  
NO EVENING SERVICE 

Saturday 7th 8.30am – Men’s Breakfast at the Baptist Hall 

Saturday 21st, 8.30am – Changing Room (Women’s 
breakfast) at the Baptist Hall. ‘ Tescos, bras and trains’  

Saturday 28th January – Burns Night meal & ceremony 
followed by Scottish Dancing. See separate advert for more 
details.  

Thursday 23rd February - Women’s Pamper evening.  

Dear Friends, 

A New Year dawns!  

I wonder if you begin this year with any particular hopes and dreams? For yourself? For family and friends? I know I do. 

Are these hopes and dreams pure wishful thinking? Some may be, but others may be achievable as we apply ourselves 
to attaining them.  

God knows everyone’s heart, and the longings of all our hearts. The staggering event of Jesus’s coming to the world is 
because God also has longings – he longs that as human beings we make room for him in our hearts, that we know and 
experience his love and forgiveness, and that he wants to send the Spirit of his Son into our hearts [Gal.4:6].  

The beginning of a New Year can be an important time to take stock, for reflection upon our life’s journey. It can be a 
time to make adjustments to our life-styles, time to make room for those important and life-affirming activities, 
spaces, and people that mean a lot to us and could mean more. 

At the end of last year I put down a ‘baton’ that I have been holding for the past three years. In theory this should 
provide me with more space, but space for what? Do I simply fill that space with more things to do? Can I use that time 
more creatively? Can I re-imagine myself in some way, or re-imagine my ministry? Time for creative re-imagination is a 
precious gift. I heard the following recently: 

‘We are created by the Creator to be creative.’ 

That resonated with me. So one of my hopes for this year is that I can rediscover, re-imagine, find some new path of 
re-creation that will energise and provide new perspectives. 

May 2017 be an energising year for all of us, enabling new horizons, new perspectives, new beginnings that will be life-
affirming in every sense. And may there be room for the Lord of life at the very heart of each of us, and thus his 
creative Spirit being allowed to refresh and renew us to the very core of our being. 

May I wish you and those you love a truly great New Year! 

Richard 

Revd Canon Richard Zair [Vicar] 

 
 

 

 

mailto:r_zair@yahoo.co.uk


18 January 2017

SITUATIONS VACANT

Contact: Mrs Sigrid Grawert

Tel  01865 391298  
Fax 01865 391173 
enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk 
www.bnb-rafters.co.uk 

Abingdon Road 
Marcham 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire 
OX13 6NU

B&B Rafters 
Join us and discover  

A place  to relax

HOLIDAYS
Avoid the gloomy weather 

and holiday in Florida –
Stay in our villa near Orlando

•	 Located in a private gated community
•	 Close to Disney World, all other major 

attractions and many golf courses
•	 4 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
•	 Sleeps up to 10 
•	 Air conditioned and fully equipped 
•	 Own swimming pool and covered patio
•	 Rent the villa from £495 per week

Tel: Mike & Vicki on 01865 390125 
or email vicki.jack702@gmail.com

If you would like to advertise your business 
or service in MADNews, contact the Editor 

on 01865 391725 
for more details.

Advertising Rates
40mm x 90mm – £60 pa
80mm x 90mm – £100 pa

Contact the editor 

THINGS TO DO

 LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for a new Premises Licence  

 
To whom it may concern, take note that I, Vincent 
Paul Tyrrell, give notice that I have applied to Vale of 
White Horse District Council for a Premises Licence in 
respect of 15a Haines Court, Marcham, Oxon OX13 
6PN and that I have applied for the conditions of the 
licence in respect of  

 
The Sale of alcoholic beverages via mail order 

 
Anyone wishing to object to these variations should 
give notice in writing to The Licensing Officer, White 
Horse District Council, Licensing Team, 135 Eastern 
Avenue, Milton park, Abingdon OX14 4SB before 20th 
January 2017 

LEGAL NOTICES

DENMAN COLLEGE
Catering Department (Thomas Franks)

Marcham OX13 6NW
PERMANENT PART-TIME BAR STAFF
We are looking for a reliable person who can work in a 
welcoming team and support our catering services in our 
bar.
Having previous experience in a similar role would be 
an advantage but not a necessity as full training will be 
provided.  
Hourly Rate £8.25, the work pattern would be a 4 out of 
6 shifts per week, based on a 6 hours per shift (5pm to 
11pm).  
FULL TIME CATERING SUPERVISOR
Be a part of a wonderful team where we pride ourselves on 
delivering outstanding food and service for our lovely and 
discerning clients, every day. 
If you have a passion for excellent customer service, 
a nothing is too much trouble approach, are affable, 
communicative and well presented, this role may be 
exactly what you are looking for. 
We are looking for an experienced catering supervisor to 
work in our unique premises, which offers breakfast, lunch 
and dinner service daily. Experience in back of house 
procedures, stock takes, ordering, balancing of cash would 
be an advantage as duties would also include these tasks, 
Hourly rate £9.00 per hour. The work pattern would be a 5 
over 7, based on 37.5 hour week. 

Catering Department (Thomas Franks)  
Contact:  Margaret O’Connor
Email:  m.oconnor@denman.org.uk




