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▲ Little Angels Cooling Off and Deputy Dan page 13 ▲
▲ New Guide Promises .... to stay afloat! 
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with the relevant organisers before attending events. 
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▲ Marcham PreSchool 
Mixing Potions page 13 

 Wanted	
  
Ordinary kids to do Extraordinary 

things for God’s kingdom! 

All Saints Marcham Holiday Club 2017 
29th August – 1st September 

chi ldren aged 4-11  
 Contact Jill Rowe for more details 

07854363301 jill.rowe.ycm@googlemail.com 

It will be awesome! 	
  
Summer Fete

6pm on Friday 7 July
at

Marcham Primary School

▲ Holiday Club page 13 

July
7 Fri Marcham School Summer Fete, 18.00-20.00 15
8 Sat Alzheimer’s Society Fund-raising Sale, 

Abingdon 09.30 – 12.30
9

8 Sat Village Family Barn Dance, All Saints’ Church, 
Marcham, 18.00-22.00

7

8 Sat Wantage & Grove Lions Bingo & Raffle 11
9 Sun Dawn Chorus Sensory Walk, Clue Hill Farm, 

Brill
3

11 Tue Flood Alleviation Consultation, Botley Library, 
09.30 – 14.00

11

11 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00 
- 15.30

7

12 Wed Marcham Parish Council Meeting, Duffield 
Place, 19.30

3

13 Thu Midweek Walk: The Fox, Peasmore, 12.30 
lunch / 13.30 walk

7

14 Fri Marcham School Disco 15
15-23 Heartstone Arts Exhibition, Upper Lambourn 9
15-30 Scarecrow Trail, all around Marcham 11
17 Mon Marcham Guides Open Evening 15
18 Tue Marcham School Sports Day 15
18 Tue Wiltshire Farm Foods Taster Session, Duffield 

Place, 10.00
9

20 Thu Marcham WI: Garden Party, 19.30 7
21 Fri MSSSC Quiz Night, Anson Field, 20.15 7
22 Sat Music in the Vale: La Belle France, Stanford-i-

t-Vale, 19.30
7

25 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00 
- 15.30

7

30 Sun Marcham Village Shop’s 5th Birthday 5
August
2 Wed Music at the Unicorn: Mancunia, 19.15 11
3 Thu Midweek Walk: The Crown, Church Enstone, 

12.30 lunch / 13.30 walk
7

5 Sat Thames Valley Police Open Day, 
Sulhamstead, 10.00-16.00

11

8 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00 
- 15.30

7

20 Sun Deadline for July MADNews, 17.00:  
editor@madnews.co.uk

22 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00 
- 15.30

7

25 Fri MSSSC Quiz Night, Anson Field, 20.15 7
29-1 Sep All Saints’ Marcham, Holiday Club 13
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When you contact an advertiser, please 
mention you saw their ad in MADNews

A. D. Maclean
T  R  E  E   M  A  N  A  G  E  M  E  N  T   L  T  D 

• Tree Removal
• Crown thinning, reduction and lifting
• Sectional tree removals
• Fruit tree pruning 
• Stump grinding
• Hedge cutting
• Seasoned logs and kindling supplied
• £10M Public Liability Insurance
• All work carried out to BS 3998:2010

Based in Frilford, Oxfordshire, A.D. Maclean Tree Management Ltd 
is a small, local business dedicated to providing high quality, 

professional tree care throughout The Vale of the White Horse

www.admtrees.co.ukandrew@admtrees.co.uk

Call today for friendly, professional 
advice and a free quotation

01865 391859

A. D. Maclean
T  R  E  E   M  A  N  A  G  E  M  E  N  T   L  T  D 

• Tree Removal
• Crown thinning, reduction and lifting
• Sectional tree removals
• Fruit tree pruning 
• Stump grinding
• Hedge cutting
• Seasoned logs and kindling supplied
• £10M Public Liability Insurance
• All work carried out to BS 3998:2010

Based in Frilford, Oxfordshire, A.D. Maclean Tree Management Ltd 
is a small, local business dedicated to providing high quality, 

professional tree care throughout The Vale of the White Horse

www.admtrees.co.ukandrew@admtrees.co.uk

Call today for friendly, professional 
advice and a free quotation

01865 391859

HOME & GARDEN
Home & Garden  Maintenance 
All garden maintenance covered from lawn cutting to lawn care
* small garden designs * flower beds tidied/shrubs/bulbs planted 
* tree work - pruning/lopping/shaping etc * patios laid /cleaned 

*fencing & gates erected/repaired/painted *sheds erected/repaired
Most property maintenance covered 
* painting / decorating including outside
* tiling * all indoor jobs covered * small carpentry work
* guttering/replaced/cleaned * house removals& clearance 
Mr G. TIERNEY    Tel. 01865 730428     Mob. 07885550075

Free quotes & estimates  Email Gavin.Tierney42@hotmail.co.uk

Garner’s Estates & Landscapes
Landscaping for over 25 years

•	 Soft & hard landscaping

•	 Landscaping works including patios, paths, 
steps, driveways, decking, installing gates, 
turfing, stonework & drainage work

•	 Fencing, all types carried out including: close 
board, panels, trellis, willow hurdles, post & rail

•	 Tree & hedge planting

•	 Free Estimates

•	 Fully Insured & hold a Waste Licence

Tel:      07751 764144         01865 730936
Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com

Professional Window Cleaning/ 
Carpet Cleaning Service 

Also:  Gutter Clearance, Post/Pre-occupancy 
Cleans and Conservatory Valets 

For a thorough and reliable service call Tim 
Mobile:  07725002777 

 

A Member of Decorators Network
D. DOWNES
Painting & Decorating

All types of wall coverings
darren.downes72@gmail.com
01235 221012 or  07974 672579

Scarification	 Top-Dressing
Hollow Tining	 Removing Weeds
Lawn Aeration	 Moss Control
Overseeding	 Professional Service

No Contract
Contact Steve 01865 331501 / 0789 4983801

Email cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com

Supply & fit all types 

of fencing & gates

No obligation quotations

Fully insured

01865 739005 / 07900 938061
trentwoodfencingoxfordshire.co.uk
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Dear Readers

Having spent quite a bit of time delivering  
around Marcham this year, it is interesting 
all the different types of letterbox there 
are – the floppy one, the snappers, the 
biters and those that just don’t want to let 
anything through!  If you have 2 minutes 
to spare just go and try putting something 
through your own letterbox. And for 
those people who have a letterbox only 5 
centimetres off the floor, you might think 
about moving it up a bit ... and then spare a 
thought for our lovely posties! 

Enjoy your summer

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
Annual Meeting of Electors – 24th May, 
2017 – Vale of White Horse District 
Council – Local Plan part 2
The annual meeting of electors took place on 
24th May. Reports were given by the Parish 
Council on its activities over the last year, 
parochial charities and Marcham Primary 
School. The guest speakers were the Vale of 
White Horse District Council who outlined 
the proposals for the Local Plan for the area, 
including possible new developments to the 
Eastern side of Marcham. It also included 
proposals for the Dalton Barracks site. The 
Plan was at an early stage and once initial 
comments had been considered, a draft 
document which showed the final sites 
selected would be sent out later in the year. 
Further consultation would take place and 
comments on these sites would then go the 
planning inspector.
Grass Cutting
Like last year, the County Council, owing to 
its budget restraints, has had to restrict the 
number of times the grass verges alongside 
the roads are cut. This is only twice in the 
season. The Parish Council expressed great 
concern to the County Council that the 
sight lines, when leaving Howard Cornish 
Road and joining the A415, had effectively 
disappeared owing to the length of the grass, 
and the junction had become very dangerous. 
At the Parish Council’s request this junction 
has now been given an extra cut as a one off 
arrangement.
Best Kept Garden Competition
The first round judging has now taken place. 
The competition this year has been slightly re-
ordered and there are now 4 zones rather than 
the previous 7. Three gardens from each zone 
will go forward to the final round judging, 
which is taking place at the beginning of 
July. It is planned to present the prizes at the 
beginning of the September meeting of the 
Parish Council, to be held on Wednesday 
13th September, so all first, second and third 
place winners will be notified in good time.
Defibrillator Training
The Council apologises to those who had 
booked a place on the CPR/ Defibrillator 
training course on 17th June. Unfortunately, 
at the very last minute the trainer provided by 
the South Central Ambulance Service, owing 
to unforeseen circumstances, was unable to 
attend, and a replacement was not available. It 
is hoped that a new session can be organised, 
but it will not be until the Autumn. If it is 
possible to rearrange, then any future date 
will be advertised.
Overhanging Shrubs
The Parish Council has had reports of 
footways and paths being difficult to 
walk owing to shrubs and hedges that are 
overhanging. Where growth overhangs a 
public path or highway, it is the landowner’s 
responsibility to cut it back. The Council 
would ask for assistance from landowners to 
cut hedging back, if you find your property is 
one of those causing problems.
Planning Applications
The Council has considered the following 
applications:
P17/V1549/DIS Discharge of conditions – 
archaeology, landscaping and tree protection 
for new development at 6 Mill Road. The 
Council has requested a meeting with the 
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developer as trees in its ownership, on the 
village green, were affected by the proposals.
P17/V1577/FUL Resurfacing of 2 car parks 
with tarmac at Denman College. The Council 
expressed some concern regarding the surface 
of the car park, water run-off and drainage.
Date of Next Council Meeting: 
Wednesday 12th July 2017 at 7.30p.m. 
in the residents’ lounge at Duffield Place. 
Please check noticeboard outside the 
Institute and/or the Council’s website  
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk in case 
arrangements change.
Clerk to the Council: Mrs. L. Martin,  
90 Howard Cornish Rd, 01865 391833
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Any member of the public is most welcome to 
attend any of our meetings. There is a section 
near the start of each meeting for public 
participation, where any member of the public 
is able to speak about any topic which is 
relevant to the work of the Parish Council (for 
a maximum of three minutes). Members of the 
public are also welcome to observe some or all 
of the rest of the meeting.
w w w. m a rc h a m p a r i s h c o u n c i l . g o v. u k

Personal adverts in MADNews are free so 
if want to put in a notice or have something 
to sell, call the editor on 391725 or email 

editor@madnews.co.uk
The deadline for all personal adverts  

is 20th of the month.

£154.14 was raised in Marcham during 
Red Cross Week 7 - 13 May 2017.
Many thanks to all who contributed and 
helped in the collection.
ROSEMARY HARWOOD

Garage wanted for rent
Why not make some money by renting me 
your garage?
I need a single or double garage in or around 
Marcham for storing my classic car.
I’m happy to pay by monthly Direct Debit 
straight into your account.
Please call Simon on 07932 055 051

Summer Dawn Chorus 
Guided Sensory Walk 

with Wildman Stuart Mabbutt
Sunday 9th July

Clue Hill Farm Brill HP18 9UZ
To book use the link below. 
http://www.creativegreen.co.uk/events/guided-
dawn-chorus-walk-sunday-9th-july/

Good Garden Compost Available
(Probably about 20 barrow loads)

Buyer Collects !
Donation to Animal Charities

Tel 391489
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HOME & GARDEN

GARY CUDDON
Painter and Decorator

Fully qualified with 30 years experience
Providing a high quality service

Free quotations and fully insured
Local and friendly service

07827 752904     garycuddon@aol.com

Call Abingdon 01235 239622

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL SERVICES

Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied
TVs - Hung on your wall and tuned
Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

For high-quality design, installation, maintenance
and breakdown services, contact....

Andrew Mugleston
www.muglestons.co.uk

Oxfordshire Roofing
and Building Services 
a good honest and reliable firm 

Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689
Flat Roofing	 Chimney Repointing
New Roofs	 De-Mossing
Guttering	 Tiling
Slating	 Facias 

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel:  01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available

Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories  

Fascias & Soffits
Graham Berry

64 Coleridge Drive
Abingdon Oxon OX14 5NT

Tel: 01235 522760
Mobile: 07836 501524

JEM
CHIMNEY SWEEPING COMPANY LTD

 NO FUSS  NO MESS  NO PROBLEM 

OXFORD: 01865 772996	 DEDDINGTON: 01869 337500

MOBILE: 07711 443050	 STADHAMPTON: 01865 400244

“Don’t let tax, tax you“
BBPS Accountancy Service

Bookkeeping
Self Assessment, Payroll,  

CIS, VAT
Auto Enrolment

Call: 01865 730064 
        07890 503392

Email: Alison@berrybps.co.uk

MAN   WITH   VAN
Available for Light Haulage,

Collections, Deliveries and Small Removals
– o O o –

Daytime, Evening and Weekend Work
Tel:- 01367-710526 / 07860-656351
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Stamps for Young Dementia UK
Please bring in your stamps from all 
your cards and letters to Marcham 
Village Shop to aid Young Dementia 
UK - the box is just inside the door.
GWYNETH GOSS

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 FRILFORD NOTICES, CFSG & MVS

Marcham Village Shop
and Post Office
16 North St, Marcham
OX13 6NG
Shop: 391993 / PO: 391940
Opening Hours 
Mon - Fri:	 07.30 - 17.30
Sat & Sun:	 08.00 - 12.00
Our 5th birthday is on Sunday 30th July and we will have another one 
(like the Queen!) on Thursday 16th November, the anniversary of the 
official opening.
August Bank Holiday - we will be closed on 28th August.

If it’s summer holidays – it’s time for a rustly paper bag of sweets !
only 50p a quarter

POST 
OFFICE

®

Community Facilities Steering Group
Progress on new community facilities
After detailed and protracted work behind the scenes, contracts between 
Thomas Homes and Anson Trust for the building of community facilities and 
a new nursery were signed and exchanged in mid-June, so the project is now 
moving up a gear. Marcham Community Group will be re-constituted to take 
on the role of overall management of all the community facilities under a lease 
agreement now being drawn up.
The anticipated timetable is for a full start on site at the end of the football 
season in April 2018. There will be some preparatory works over the next few 
months on both the Institute site and the Anson Field.  We currently anticipate 
completion and occupation of the new facilities around Summer 2019.
As the project moves forward we will keep you posted on progress and next 
steps.
The Community Facilities Steering Group (CFSG) was set up with the clear 
objective of developing plans for new community facilities in Marcham and 
is made up of representatives from local groups with an interest in village 
facilities. If you wish to have more information on the CFSG, or you think you 
can help, please contact Jim Asher (391727).

CFSG - Opportunities without Obstacles

FRILFORD NOTICES
Parish Email
If you would like to be added to the 
Parish Meeting email list, then let 
Shaun know at the Parish Meeting email 
address, frilfordparish@gmail.com
Planning Applications This Month - 
which can be viewed and commented 
on at VoWH website
Stonepitt Barn, Kingston Road - 
application P17/V1623/CM for change 
of use to allow concrete crushing on site
Silvertops, Oxford Road - application 
P17/V1489/HH for extensions and 
alterations P17/V1489/HH
WhatsApp Group
Christine has set up a WhatsApp Group 
for Frilford Residents - if you would like 
to join, then send an email to the Parish 
Meeting email address and Christine 
will add you.
Social Events
Watch this space - we are planning 
on organising social events via 
the email and WhatsApp groups.  
Suggestions welcome!

If you are holding an event within 
or near the MADNews area, 

contact the editor for more publicity!
01865 391725

editor@madnews.co.uk

We are
5

Gate Keeper required
Weekends and Bank Holidays

We are looking for someone to 
open and close our gates mornings 
and evenings. Please call 01235 
867821 for more information. Ask 
for Derek or April

Wantage Road, Garford, 
nr Abingdon OX13 5PA

PACT calls for caring professionals 
to consider adoption 

FAMILY support charity Parents And 
Children Together (PACT) is appealing 
for people from caring professions to 
consider adoption. 
PACT offers outstanding adoption services 
to families across the South East. Last 
year it placed 87 children with 62 families through its adoption services. There 
are currently more than 2,000 children waiting to be adopted in England. 
PACT is particularly looking for couples or single people, including those from the 
LGBT community, who can consider adopting children over four years old, those 
with BME heritage or who have additional needs, and sibling groups of two or 
more children. 
The agency would really like to hear from anyone from the caring professions such 
as nurses, teachers, police officers, childminders and those in the care sector, as 
given their professional experience and skills they typically make strong adopters, 
and they are particularly valued by local authorities looking to place a child. 
PACT holds regular information events where anyone considering adoption can 
find out more about what’s involved. To find out about events coming up see 
http://pactcharity.org/adoption/about-adoption/information-events 
You can also find out more about PACT and its adoption services at www.
pactcharity.org or by calling 0300 456 4800.
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,  
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075

msharmanroofing@gmail.com

House - Flat - Apartments - Office

FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED

Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES

Tel 07721 679487 + 01235 524589

“MOVING ASSISTANCE”

 

01865 821250 
www.barn-store.co.uk

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

86x110mm 

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

Bathroom specialist 
All trades covered 
All household plumbing and heating needs
Call Simon: 07765 654303
Email: info@scpplumbing.co.uk

Reliable & honest local handyman 
Tel:  07490 282 662 

Email: Geoffrey.tudorcottage@gmail.com 
My Name is Geoffrey and I am a 57 year old Telecoms 
professional, living locally, who is now seeking a simpler 
and less stressful way of life. 

If you need a friendly and affordable helping hand to 
stop that dripping tap, decorate, fix the wonky curtain 
rail or fit a new kitchen or bathroom, give me a call for a 
free and very competitive quote. I can turn my hand to 
most jobs & love animals. 

Decorating, Plumbing, Woodwork, Tiling, DIY 
(construction or repair), flat packs, house & garden 
clearance, Hedge trimming, Jet washing, dog walking, 
cat & house sitting

I would be happy to help with any project you might 
have.

I’m not a carpenter, plumber or electrician, but can do 
most things. I live locally and can provide references if 
needed.

THE COMPLETE FIREPLACE SHOWROOM
Come and see the range of Solid Fuel, Gas and 

Electric appliances with displays of wood stone and 
marble surrounds at ABIGAS.

Easy parking
Opening Hours: 
9-5 Mon-Fri and 9-4 Sat

Area A, Unit 4, Radley Road Industrial Estate
Abingdon OX14 3RY  Tel: 01235 533301

Email: abigas11@aol.com
www.abigas.co.uk
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 WI, MIDWEEK WALK, SENIORS,  SINGING, QUIZ & DANCING

MSSSC: Marcham Sports, Scouts & Social Club
The pavilion & field off Morland Road

------------------------------------------------
Quiz Nights 

Friday 21 July (note change of date for July)
&

Friday 25 August 
starting at 8.15pm

Teams of up to four people are invited. 
But if you are alone or a couple come along,  

and we could fit you into an existing or even new team! 
Everyone welcome, members and non-members. Just turn up on 
the night for a friendly evening of fun and banter Questions are 

on a range of subjects and aimed at everyone`s ability! 
Further details from Trevor Hill – 01865 391321

Everyone welcome - members AND non-members 
We look forward to seeing you at the club

Marcham WI 
Next Meeting
Date:	 Thursday, 20th July
Time: 	 7.30pm
Venue: 	 Carole Sands’ house
Garden Party
The last meeting before the summer break will be our 
Garden Party on Thursday July 20th, hosted by Carole 
Sands. We will be having a ‘bring and share’ supper, so 
please bring along a plate of food to share and a garden 
chair. Wear a bonnet Jane Austen style, to mark the Jane 
Austen bicentenary. Let’s hope for some nice weather and 
we look forward to seeing you all there for an enjoyable 
social evening.

For further information, please contact:
Pippa Hoath 01865 391349 pippahoath@gmail.com

MARCHAM SOCIETY MID-WEEK WALKS: 
THURSDAY JULY 13TH
For this month’s walk we will be exploring some 
quiet countryside in the Berkshire Downs south 
of Wantage on either side of the B4494 Newbury 
Road. We will eat at The Fox (Map Ref SU454774), Hillgreen 
Lane, Peasemore at 12.30pm for lunch, starting the walk of about 
4 miles at 1.30.
THURSDAY AUGUST 3RD (note this is 1st Thursday in August).  
For our second summer walk we are going back to The Crown in 
Mill Lane, Church Enstone (Map Ref SP378250), OX7 4NN. This 
is just off the A44 north of Woodstock. 12.30pm for lunch, and 
1.30pm for the walk. We will be walking along a lovely stretch of 
the River Glyme, going through Cleverley, just over 4 miles 
Ring Eric Dunford on 391439 for lifts and further details, especially 
if you are not on our email list as sometimes late changes have to 
be made. Members free, non-members £1. We always welcome 
new walkers.

MARCHAM SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB
Our May meeting included a general knowledge quiz with 
each member attending asking at least one question. Many 
stumbled at some of these questions but it was a good fun 
time finding out the answers. The meeting ended with our 
usual tea and biscuits and our raffle.
The July meeting will be our Summer Party with cakes, 
sandwiches and desserts prepared by committee members.
All members are reminded that there is no meeting in August. 
Our September meeting is planned to be a discussion of 
members’ favourite books, poems and films.
We meet in the lounge at Duffield Place at 2.30pm on the last 
Thursday of the month.

NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 
For more information contact 

John Woods (Secretary) 391705

SINGING IS GOOD FOR YOU!
Tuesday 11th & Tuesday 25th July
Tuesday 8th & Tuesday 22nd August
From 2 – 3.30pm
Come and join us in the  
common room at Duffield Place,  
you will be sure of a warm welcome ... and tea and cake! 
Phone 391270 for more details 
Christine Whild

DUFFIELD SUNSHINE CLUB
We meet on Mondays at 2 o’clock in The Residents’ Lounge, 
Duffield Place. Any new members will be very welcome. We play 
some games of Bingo, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee with biscuits and 
finish off with a raffle about 3.30pm.
Any further information, please contact me on 391384 or just come 
and join us on a Monday afternoon at 2pm for a social afternoon. 
ALL WELCOME 	 JEAN DIX

Village Family Barn Dance!
Suitable for ALL

Newcomers to the village – 
an ideal way to get to know your new community.

6 – 10pm Saturday 8th July
All Saints Church, Marcham

Adults £10; Child £5 (Family of 4 deal - £25)
Ticket includes one item from BBQ

Licensed bar
Tickets available from Jill Rowe 07811 165351.

MUSIC IN THE VALE
presents 

From La Belle France
A colourful programme from the French Baroque of works by Marais, 
Boismortier and Elizabeth Jacquet de la Guerre
Featuring 

Jacqueline Johnson – baroque cello
Arne Richards – harpsichord

Where: St. Denys’ Church, Stanford in the Vale SN7 8HU 
When: Saturday 22nd July 7.30pm 
How much: £12.00
Admission is by programme from Vogue Hairdressing, 28 High Street, 
Stanford in the Vale, telephone 01367 710476, by reservation on 01367 
718420, email djpedderdpa@btinternet.com, or at the door.

www.musicinthevale.net
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
architectural and planning services

party wall surveyor

john martin mciob mfpws

	planning & building control approvals   

	extensions, new homes, conversions

	party wall surveyor services   

	award winning designer

	 free initial consultation

	over 30 years of improving homes and the built environment

tel 01865 391833 mob 07710 858668  
email john.gmartin@hotmail.co.uk

90 howard cornish road marcham OX13 6PU

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in 
electrical and renewable products for the domestic and 
commercial markets. Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
ELECTRICAL 
All household electrical works 

undertaken 
Fault finding & repair 
Replacement consumer units 
Earthing & bonding 
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers 
Electrical inspections for 

home buyers & lettings 
Visual inspections 
Portable appliance testing

RENEWABLE 
Solar electric panel 

installations
Maintenance for solar panels
Electric car charging & 

Government grants

CONTACT US
Alternative Lighting Services
Email: info@als-ltd.net
Office: 01865 391241 
Mobile 07739313994

  

 
 

NICEIC Approved contractor and domestic installer 

MCS Accredited for solar electric (PV) panel installations  

Free estimates 
 
          Contact us: 
      Alternative Lighting Services Ltd      
      Email  ‐ info@als‐ltd.net 
      Office ‐ 01865 391845 
      

     All electrical works undertaken 

Full electrical home buyers surveys 

PAT Testing, Periodic testing and repairs 
 
 

                                 
 

  
  
 

t/a Bob Nichols Vehicle Services 
Unit 3 Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane, 

Dry Sandford OX13 6EB
Call Bob Tel: 01865 730011 Mobile: 07715 707830

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
M.O.T. STATION - NOW OPEN

Servicing – Diagnostics
General Repairs 
Tyres – Exhausts

Air Conditioning  – M.O.T.s
Courtesy Cars Available

- Custom Made Curtains & Blinds -
- Free and Expert Advice -  Perfectly fitted - 
10% discount off any order for Marcham area 

residents  (Mention the MADNews) 

Call -  01235 758010

O X F O R D
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

phone: 01865 326009
email: oxfordkitchens@aol.com

www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
Visit our showroom: 

1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

Luxury fitted kitchens bathrooms
and accessories

01865 326009
oxfordkitchens@aol.com
www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton,
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 CRICKET, CROSSWORD, ARTS & GARDENS

CROSSWORD BY ALISA

July 1st XI 2nd XI
1 Swinbrook Away Dorchester II Home 
8 Uffington Home Watlington II Away
15 Brill Home Steventon Away
22 Garsington Away Kennington Home
29 Deddington Home Uffington Away
Aug
5 Dorchester Away Letcombe Home
12 Sunningwell Home Sunningwell II Away
19 West Ilsley Away Chalgrove Home
26 Bampton Home  - 
Sept
2 Brill Away Steventon II Home
9  - Dorchester II Away

MARCHAM CRICKET CLUB
OCA Fixtures for the summer are as follows:

At the time of writing the 1st XI is fourth in 
Division 4 and the 2nd XI  is in the lower half 
of its Division, but having played less games 
than some sides.
For information relating to the Club, including 
playing for or umpiring on behalf of Marcham, 
please contact Trevor Hill (391321).
Finally.....a village touring team was having 
more success than usual and the Captain was asked the secret 
of the apparent improvement in performance. He explained that 
on this tour a new strategy had been adopted. “I have insisted on 
this tour that team members leave the bar and go to bed before 
breakfast.”	 CSB

Heartstone Arts at Lambourn 15th - 23rd July
Maddle Farm, Upper Lambourn RG17 8RA 

Following on from their exhibition at Bampton, Heartstone 
Arts will be presenting over 100 pieces 
in stone, metal, ceramic, oil, acrylic and 
watercolour in the amazing setting of the 
Riding for the Disabled Arena and in the 
surrounding gardens of Maddle Farm. 
Weekends Open from 10.30 – 18.00
Weekdays Open Mon, Tue Thur and Fri 11.30 – 16.30
Wednesday CLOSED
Refreshments at weekends

www.heartstone-fund.uk for more information
Curated by Dawn Benson and Meriel Lewis

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10

12 11 12

13

20

14

15 16 17

18 25

19 20

Across
1. Big vehicles (5)
3. Village on the Ock (7)
6. Promote sales (9)
9. Performs (4)
10. Otherwise (4)
11. English river (5)
13. We can visit it at Frilford 

Heath (5.8)
14. Bird (5)
15. The vibrating part of a 

clarinet (4)
17. Big type of bomb (4)
18. Village near Wootton (9)
19. Agitate (7)

20. Tree with fluttering 
leaves (5)

Down
2. Finishes (4)
3. Sunningwell society (9.4)
4. Blend together (4)
5. Fruit (9)
6. Ways of regarding (9)
7. Queen (9)
8. Airfield (9)
11. Herb (5)
12. Topic (5)
16. English river (4)
17. A long time (4)

WILTSHIRE FARM FOODS 
TASTER SESSION

10.00AM TUESDAY 18TH JULY
DUFFIELD PLACE 

RESIDENTS’ LOUNGE

Please do come and join us
A free taster session offered by Paul Allen from Wiltshire 
Farm Foods. Paul will provide information about how 
Wiltshire Farm Foods can help take care of meal times and 
will be providing free tasters to try.

Visit our website at www.tvairambulance.org.uk/
opengardens for more information on other gardens opening 

in the three counties.
You can also contact us on 0300 999 0135 or fundraising@

tvairambulance.org.uk to request a brochure.

There will be a fund-raising 
sale for the Alzheimers 
Society in St Nicolas Church 
Abingdon and in the Market 
Place on Saturday July 8th from 9.30am to 12.30pm with 
tombola, cakes, plants, books and bric-a-brac.
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Did you know we offer:

Servicing MOT Air Con refill Bodywork Diagnostics Repairs Recovery

Radley Rd Industrial Estate, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

01235 553055

Call us today for a no obligation quote

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.com
Email: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Like us on Facebook for regular offers and updates

Cars & light commercial (up to 17 seater), mini buses & vans up to 3.5 tonnes. 
Trailer, horseboxes and Caravans. Courtesy cars & vans available.

Martin Gilbert Motor Repairs Ltd

  
24 Hours a day... 7 Days a week... 365 Days a year 

Your Local Expert Plumbing & Drainage Service 

• All Emergency Plumbing • All Drainage & Blockages •  
• No Call Out Charge  • Pre-fixed Prices • Work Guaranteed • 

Jon Parker 
CALL FREEPHONE 0800 015 4767 

Tel: 01235239001    Mobile: 07540 018295 
E: draindoctor123@yahoo.com 
W: www.draindoctoroxford.co.uk 

CONTAINER STORAGE

•	 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon
•	 24 hour CCTV
•	 Easy Access
•	 Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk

www.oxonstorage.co.uk

xon 
torageS

Limited
OxfordOxford

We provide:

• Regular Cleaning
• End of tenancy/moving house cleaning
• One off deep and spring cleaning
• Bed making/changing
• Inside window cleaning
• Laundry and ironing service

We are:

• Fully insured
• Reliable/flexible
• Affordable hourly rates
• Committed to customer satisfaction

Contact us for your free estimation 
Tel: 07748407302
Email: cleanerdifferenceoxford@gmail.com

HALE AND SONS
GENERAL BUILDERS
FROM SOUTHMOOR

FULLY INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

CALL RICH 07903 496569
01865 820488

�� EXTENSIONS
�� ALTERATIONS
�� PLASTERING
�� KITCHEN AND BATHROOM FITTING
�� FENCING
�� ROOFING

ANY BUILDING WORK
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS & FUN THINGS 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
On elections… generally
It may surprise some to hear that I do not like the whole business 
of elections. I don’t like cold-calling. I don’t like trying to persuade 
people who do not want to be persuaded. I don’t like invading people’s 
privacy. I don’t really like any of it and yet I have been doing little 
else since the beginning of February. So thank you to all those who 
voted for me on May 4th and thank you to the overwhelming number 
of people of all political persuasions who were pleasant and gave me 
some time on the doorstep. 
Brenda from Bristol summed up the general election on day one, but 
where Brenda got it wrong was in assuming, as many of us did, that 
it was all going to be a bore and a foregone conclusion. However you 
may feel about the outcome, “boring” it most certainly wasn’t. 
Trying to predict the impact of the general election result on local 
politics is almost impossible. For example, how will it affect the 
likelihood of Oxfordshire going Unitary? And how will it affect 
the government’s approach to austerity and the funding of local 
government? How will it affect the process of Brexit, the funding of 
scientific research and the position of Oxfordshire’s EU nationals? 
How will it affect housebuilding and growth?
I fear that until the answers to some of these questions become clearer, 
local government is going to find itself in a state of semi-paralysis. As 
I write, it seems that one way out would be another general election. 
But as I said, I hate elections. 
RICHARD WEBBER CLLR OCC SC & Marcham Division.
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com or 01235 534001
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Customs Union and the Single Market.
Are you all sick of elections? I certainly am! In the last couple of 
months we have had County Council elections, which were suddenly 
interrupted by the totally unexpected announcement of a General 
Election. And now there is the vague threat of another election. It’s an 
extraordinary time for all of us. And in amongst all this is the “elephant 
in the room”….Brexit. Brexit which is going to affect every one of us 
for many generations to come. 
With this in mind I decided to research  two of the most controversial 
issues of Brexit and how it will affect all of us in the Vale. Firstly, the 
Single Market. This concerns the inner workings of the market and 
ensures that everything that is produced in all 27 countries meets the 
correct standard. Nobody can cheat with sub-standard products. So here 
in the Vale we are assured that all products are of a high quality, as 
decreed by the EU.
The second is the Customs Union. This concerns what happens at the 
border of each country. Belonging to the Customs Union means that 
loaded lorries rolling up at a border in the European Union can pass 
through quickly, as all the paperwork shows that everything on board 
each lorry has already been passed as bona fide. On average, a lorry 
can pass through Dover customs in a minute. But add on an extra 20 
seconds and roughly a five mile queue will develop. Add on 40 seconds 
and about a 20 mile queue will develop. And so on. It is a miserable 
picture that brings to mind what my family experienced last August 
2016, when we were caught up in the French ferry strike. We aimed to 
arrive at Dover early in the morning, in plenty of time, or so we thought. 
Ten miles out of Dover we were met by a long queue of cars. We had 
already passed a separate queue of lorries which backed up as far as  the 
motorway, and later we discovered that hundreds of those lorries had 
already spent all night queuing! To cut a long story short, we spent all 
day inching slowly along the road and eventually got onto a ferry at 
midnight! It is not an experience that any of us would like to repeat. But 
is this going to be a familiar experience once we are outside the Customs 
Union when every lorry will have to be checked far more thoroughly, 
whether leaving or arriving in the UK? And how will it damage trade?
Food for thought. 
New automated switchboard service at Milton Park
As part of the five council partnership, Capita will soon be launching 
a new automated switchboard for South and Vale residents. When 
someone calls the customers service line, they’ll be prompted to say the 
name of the officer or the service they want, and they’ll automatically 
be forwarded to the correct number. If they don’t know or remain silent, 
they’ll be forwarded to an operator.
Oxford flood alleviation  scheme consultation
The Environmental Agency is holding a public consultation on the 

design of the Flood Alleviation Scheme from 22nd June to 20th July in 
drop-in events at local libraries for the general public. There are two in 
the Vale:

Friday, 30th June 2-7pm at Kennington library
Tuesday 11th July 9.30am-2pm at Botley library. 

CATHERINE WEBBER Cllr VWHDC 
01235 534001 or Webbercatherine1@gmail.com

MANCUNIA 
www.mancunia.net 
Tim O‘Connor, Andy Dinan, 
and Maartin Allcock
Wednesday 2nd August 
Doors: 7.15pm | Music: 7:30pm | £14 |
Abingdon Unicorn Theatre
Tickets: www.musicattheunicorn.org.uk 
& REMADE GUITARS, (Stratton Way) Coxeter House

Wantage & Grove Lions are holding
•	 a cash bingo and great raffle at Grove village 

hall on Saturday 8th July doors open 645pm 
eyes down 730pm 

hope to see you there

BBC TWO SERIES THE REPAIR SHOP is looking for family 
heirlooms and objects that have 
community value that have fallen 
into disrepair. For example: memorial 
plaques, eroded statues, snapped 
weather vanes, broken sun dials, 
cracked gargoyles, fading carvings, 
or antique village and pub signs. 
Objects need to be able to be taken to 
our workshop in Chichester to be repaired by our team of master 
craftspeople, so needs to be transportable.
If you have an object you’d like our help with please get back in 
touch with us at repair@ricochet.co.uk or call us on 01273 224829.

Thames Valley Police open day
The 2017 Open Day will be held 10am - 4pm Saturday 5 August at 
the Thames Valley Police Training Centre at Sulhamstead House, 
in Sulhamstead, near Reading (postcode RG7 4DX).
See the police helicopter and team, meet the mounted and 
dog sections, learn about different departments, tour the police 
museum. Come and join us at Thames Valley Police Training 
Centre at Sulhamstead near Reading (RG7 4DX)
The Force Open Day helps to promote greater understanding of 
the work of the various departments and specialist roles within 
the Force.
Roadwork alerts straight to your inbox
Information on the latest roadworks in your area of interest can be 
now be accessed at www.oxfordshire.roadworks.org.

JOIN IN THE SCARECROW TRAIL!
From 15th - 30th July, everyone is invited to create 
a scarecrow to display in their garden or window 
and/or follow the trail and identify the scarecrows. 
The theme is CARTOON  CHARACTERS (think 
Disney films, or TV) so you can choose pretty much 
anything! There will be prizes for the scarecrows 

and also for the team who gets most right answers on the trail 
sheet. Organisations can also join in, as long as you have a place 
to display your scarecrow where it can be seen from the public 
footpath! You can get an entry form from Marcham Village Shop 
or download it from the MADNews website after the 1st of June - 
£5 per entry and £1 for the trail map.
For more information call Lucy 07834 922968
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HOUSEHOLD / PERSONAL SERVICES

NB Office Services
Qualified Bookkeeper with over 10 years’ 
experience in Office Management and PA

Telephone: 01865 392866
Mobile : 07775 690522

Email: Nicola.bunce@nbofficeservices.co.uk

Louise Tierney
Mobile State Registered  
Hairdresser
Member Of The F.H.A. 

for all enquiries 
or to book an appointment please call.

Tel:   01865 730428    Mob: 07525 784807

GCSE / A Level English / Philosophy Tutor
Excellent testimonials and results.  

TAKING BOOKINGS NOW
AQA Examiner

www.englishandphilosophytutor.com
englishandphilosophytutor@gmail.com

07771925238

___________________________________ 
 

   M SUMMERS  ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

_____________________________________ 
            Your Local Electrician, Fully Qualified, With Over 20 Years Experience. 

 

             All Work Certified To BS7671 & Building Control Notified If Required 

 

                               Please Contact Me For A Free Quotation 

                                    Fully Insured & Warranty Available 

                                             You’re In Safe Hands! 

07894 955438 

MSummersElectrical@btinternet.com 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

LD Window Cleaning 
LD Offer a Quick Reliable Service

That Will Leave Your Windows GLEAMING
Also gutters and fascias

Text/Call 07984780066 or 01865 392859
Email leedancer81@yahoo.co.uk

OXFORDSHIRE TILING
Specialising in all aspects of Wall & Floor Tiling

No Job to Small or to Big
Free Quotations

01235 769982
07950 105818

Info@oxfordshiretiling.com
www.oxfordshiretiling.com
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL
Hubble, bubble, toil and trouble.....
The children at Marcham Pre-school 
have been exploring a new ‘potions 
lab’ this month.   Mixing, pouring, 
dispensing, measuring, recording, 
rhyming, comparing, sharing, enjoying, splashing, 
funnelling, sucking, squeezing, distilling, bubbling and.... 
laughing! So many skills, so many potions, so many new 
words, so much FUN!!!!  It’s been a truly ‘magical’ month... 
all the teachers have been turned into bats, rats and 
frogs!!  EEK!!
To find our more about your village Pre-school, please 
ring 01865 392101 or email marcham-preschool@
hotmail.co.uk.

www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com
NEWS FROM LITTLE ANGELS 
The glorious sunshine has 
brightened up Little Angels this 
month! We have been spending 
a lot of time out in the sun enjoying it while it lasts with our new 
Deputy Manage Dan! Dan has joined us recently and hit the ground 
running with lots of water play and fun outdoors.
Baby Room This month our Babies have spent time exploring their 
senses, we have been discovering new ways to see, touch and hear 
everything around us by using lots of new materials like spaghetti, 
paint and glue showing that we really know how to get stuck in and 
get messy! We have been gaining confidence and have started to 
explore parts of the main room as we get ready to move through 
and continue our little angels experience. We also took the time this 
month to create some fantastic Fathers’ Day cards for our special 
Daddy’s using glue, paint and glitter to make rocket cards!
Pre-School Room In the Pre-School room we have been practising 
and building on all the skills we will need at school, writing letters 
in our names, using numbers all around the Nursery and using our 
great listening skills building on our brilliant communication. Soon 
we will be visiting school to have a look where we will be going 
next year and we’re all VERY excited! We are growing very fast 
and are very nearly at the end of our Pre-School year so we are 
looking forward to our graduation, celebrating with all our friends 
and family next month! We also worked really hard to make some 
brilliant Father’s Day cards for our Daddy’s using some crazy new 
painting patterns.
There are a lot of us in the Pre-School room who are trying really 
hard to learn how to use the grown up toilet! We are doing really 
well at Nursery and need to carry this on at home, we also need 
to make sure we bring in lots of spare clothes so that we can keep 
trying even when we have a little accident. 
Breakfast and After School Club At Breakfast and After School 
club we have been out in the sunshine every day, making the most 
of it before it’s gone! We have done lots of water play to keep us 
cool while it’s been so hot but this hasn’t stopped us playing football 
as usual! We have been looking at a lot of books trying hard to 
practice our reading skills as well as using lots of new writing skills 
we have been learning at school.
To find out more and see what we have been up to follow us on 
Facebook- www.facebook.com/littleangelsmarcham and take a 
look at our new website: www.littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk
Step Into Time Holiday School: 31st July - 25th August

Book early for 20% discount - call us for more details

NEWS FROM MARCHAM SCHOOL
Time flies so quickly: it’s hard to believe that another school year 
has come to a close. We look back and are amazed by the breadth 
of things we have done.
We still strive to provide our children with exciting events and 
activities both in and outside school. We relish opportunities for 
our children to learn beyond the school gate and they have either 

visited: The Victoria and Albert Museum; Youlbury Scout activity 
centre; Chedworth Roman Villa and Manor; Abingdon Hospital; 
Waitrose (to interview the manager); Abingdon Foodbank (to help 
deliver and sort food); Kilvrough Residential Outdoor Learning 
Centre; Rutherford Science Laboratories; Warwick Castle - and the 
Chipping Norton Theatre for a whole school trip to the pantomime. 
In addition to these, we have also been visited by Abbey Baptist 
Church; “Tattybumpkins”; the Fire and Rescue Service; Chris Frost 
and colleagues who have worked with classes and the whole 
school on a number of exciting scientific explorations – much 
to the delight of pupils and staff-; a Planetarium, IGNITE sports 
coaches; Cotswold Birds and Amate Animalia.
We are continuing to take part in a range of activities including 
a number of sporting competitions, the Oxfordshire Maths 
Challenge and singing at Birmingham Symphony Hall – where 
a group of us performed as part of the Oxfordshire Massed 
Choir in the 75th Anniversary of Oxfordshire Music Service. We 
continue to encourage our young writers in our Janey Cumber Cup 
competition for poetry and performance. We were delighted to 
have won the “S” Factor Salsa dancing competition for the second 
year in a row. The cup is enormous!
Many of you will know that over the past year or so, we have had a 
focus on global citizenship in school, exploring with staff and pupils 
concepts such as interdependence, sustainable development, 
poverty and the role that images can have on our perception. We 
planned, organised and hosted a Global Learning Conference for 
pupils, in which 3 other schools took part, with students ranging in 
age from 7 – 15. A sustainable development project had also been 
undertaken at the end of the last academic year in conjunction 
with Larkmead School. Both these projects were presented by 
our pupils at an Oxfordshire Values Education conference to an 
audience of Headteachers and senior leaders. Consequently, Mr 
Codd and I were very proud to have been nominated for the Global 
Learning Programme’s Global Teacher of the Year Award, in which 
we came second, receiving a Special Commendation. We want to 
our children to realise that the world is an amazing and diverse 
place and they can do something to help to make it a better place.
I would like to thank the very many people who help to make our 
school the great school it is: governors and the PTA committee, 
the Church family at All Saints’ and the many parents, community 
members and friends of the school who support the school in a 
variety of ways, from coming to fund-raising events to hearing 
children read or practise times tables every week in school. 
Marcham School wouldn’t be the same without you.
Thank you to you all.
VIV HUTCHINSON, Headteacher, Marcham CE Primary School

Wanted
Ordinary kids to do Extraordinary  

things for God’s kingdom!
All Saints’ Church Marcham Holiday Club 2017 

29th August – 1st September 
children aged 4 – 11

£28 for 4 days or £8 a day
For a booking form, 

please text Jill 07811165351 
or email families@allsaintsmarcham.org

It will be awesome!
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PERSONAL SERVICES

Bouquets :: Baskets :: Handtieds  
Wedding Flowers :: Funeral Tributes

Modern And Traditional Arrangements
Contact: Jackie 07850-570019

www.floral-elegance-flowers.co.uk

F
l o

r a l  E l e g a n c e

Flowers for All Occasio
ns

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk

 
 

 

Foot Health  
Professional 
Providing complete foot care in 

the comfort of your home 
 
 
 
 

Erna Bage MCFHP MAFHP 

01235 535050 
 

 

 foot-health@talktalk.net 

 
 

Member of the British Association of 
Foot Health Professionals 

 

• Nail trimming  
• Corn removal  
• In-growing nails  
• Callus reduction 
• Fungal infections 
• Foot Massage 

 

Unit A, 78 Cumnor Road 
Wootton, Boars Hill 
OX1 5JP                                                                
                                                                               Alison Day SFFHT 
01865 321777                                                            & Associates 
FREE PARKING                                           

                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   

                                                                                 
                                                                                        
                                                                        
                                          

                  
                                                                                             
                                                              

 

editor@madnews.co.uk 

 

Part-Time Beauty Therapist 
and Saturday Trainee Beauty 
Therapist required. Send CV 

to 
contactus@mybeautyroom. 

co.uk 
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Pilates & Yoga 
Exploring a mindful approach to your movement to 
help develop strength and flexibility and ease tension 
from mind and body. 
 
Daytime and evening classes in Marcham 
   
   Andrea Buckingham 
      07939 523083 
  www.innerstrengthpilates.co.uk 
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 OUT OF SCHOOL
Report from GARD - June 2017

Thames Water to hold drop-in session on plans
As previously reported in the last newsletters, Thames 
Water’s plan for New Water Source options for their 2019 
Five-year Water Resources Management Plan includes, 
amongst others, a revival of their defeated 2010 plan for the massive 
‘Abingdon’ reservoir to be sited on the land between Steventon, Hanney, 
Drayton and Marcham.
Following this realisation there has been considerable adverse comment 
in local papers, TV and radio, and well-received anti-reservoir GARD 
presentations at Steventon Parish Council public participation, at Hanney 
Parish Council’s Annual Meeting and, most recently (12th June), at an 
open meeting in Hanney War Memorial Hall. Thames Water have realised 
that they have a problem convincing the local population of the need for 
a reservoir and to try to ‘sell’ their line that the reservoir would not be an 
imposition and a danger to our local area. 
Consequently Thames have announced that they will be holding a ‘drop-
in session’ in Steventon Village Hall on Monday 10th July from around 
2pm to around 8pm (exact times will be confirmed). Local residents from 
Steventon and the other villages are advised to see for themselves and air 
their concerns with Thames Water staff. At this time it is not known if this 
event will be repeated at any of the other villages.
We remind our readers that even Thames Water’s own figures show 
that there is enough water from the sources other than the reservoir to 
satisfy the South-East water deficit out to at least 2080. This demonstrates 
that there is no need for the reservoir in the foreseeable future. Also, 
we remind readers that Thames Water’s leakage record is the worst of 
all large Water Companies, and they lose one-quarter of all their water 
supplied via leakage. Only recently, they have been fined £8.5M  by the 
water regulator, OFWAT, for missing their own leakage target – so they 
are not at all improving. This must change to enable them to supply water 
securely in the future, but it will only do so by public pressure. If Thames 
cut their leakage rate to that of Anglian Water, it would save an amount 
of water per year equal to the output of the proposed Abingdon Resrvoir!
GARD’s next activities in opposing the reservoir plans
As Thames Water continues to develop the designs of their water source 
options, GARD will continue its opposition. 
GARD members and our expert consultant will meet the Environment 
Agency in the next two months. Two meetings are planned where we will 
explain our alternative for supplying the water for Oxfordshire’s relatively 
modest predicted water deficit up to 2040 and beyond, and will press our 
concerns that the Environment Agency are not being critical enough of 
Thames Water’s overall plan. GARD believes that  ‘indirect water re-
use’ schemes, returning treated water to the Thames above Farmoor and 
water transfers from the Severn to the Thames will supply enough for our 
local water zone. We also believe that London’s predicted water shortages 
(which are more than 15 times larger than Oxfordshire’s) can also be 
supplied by indirect re-use and Severn to Thames water transfer, and by 
an additional means, not available in Oxfordshire, that of desalination of 
Thames Estuary water.
GARD will also meet OFWAT at the end of July. OFWAT are important 
as they have to be convinced that Thames Water’s plans represent best 
value for customers. GARD have asked to see the data behind the costings 
which Thames Water claim for the various water supply options in their 
plan. We are not convinced that Thames have fully and fairly costed the 
reservoir against the competing options of water transfer, water re-use and 
desalination. The reservoir is a whopping £1.5Billion estimated cost by 
Thames, and we are concerned that they are skewing the costs of the other 
alternatives to try to make their overall costs appear comparable. GARD 
have asked Thames Water to reveal their costs, but Thames are hiding 
behind commercial confidentiality and refuse to reveal even limited data. 
OFWAT have not viewed this very kindly, and we are hoping for more 
support from them to try and expose any flaws in Thames’s costings.
Joining GARD 
 Our membership continues to increase, and we are recruiting members 
from the new housing developments. It appears that no-one buying a house 
on the new developments in this area has been informed of the possibility 
of a 9-year duration, £1.5 Billion construction project taking place (in the 
case of Steventon, East Hanney and the south part of Drayton) just over 
their garden fence!
You can contact me (email chair@abingdonreservoir.org.uk) if you would 
like to help, or to join GARD (lifetime membership is only £5). 
DEREK STORK, 
Hon Chairman, Group Against Reservoir Development

Based in Didcot, SOFEA is a charity 
which offers educational programmes for 
young and disadvantaged adults in the 
local community. We use this programme 
to run our warehouse which provides good quality, nutritious food 
for other charities in the region. This food that was previously 
considered surplus due to the excesses of the food industry and 
would have been wasted.
Volunteers provide an invaluable service in helping us to operate 
and support other charities with food, reducing their food bills 
and providing their beneficiaries with nutritious meals. We’re 
particularly short of volunteer drivers at the moment and are 
looking for friendly and willing volunteers to lend us at least 4 
hours of their time on a weekly or fortnightly basis to deliver this 
food to organisations throughout the region.
If you’re interested in finding out more and how you may be able 
to help, please contact Jonny Mentor on 01235 510774.

South Oxfordshire Food and Education Alliance
www.sofea.uk.com

Guides had a great time canoeing, great for 
a hot summer evening, and everyone ended 
up rather wet, but a lot cooler! Meg Pooley 
chose to make her promise whilst submerged, 
Jill chose to stay aboard her canoe for the 
ceremony! Looking forward to our weekend 
camp this month, and hope to try sailing at 
Farmoor. Rounding off the term with our usual outdoor cooking 
and summer bbq and swim party.
Any girls who are 10 or nearly 10 and want to give guides a try 
are welcome to come for a visit on Monday 17th July. 
Contact Jill on 07811 165351.

PTA Round-up
Our PTA Family Bingo Evening on 
Friday 16 June raised a total of £230 
– a great result.  Many thanks to Lisa 
Newport for organising the event, to 
the PTA members who helped run 
the evening, but most importantly many thanks to those who 
came along and supported the evening with your enthusiasm and 
wallets and purses.  
This year’s Summer Fete will be held on Friday 7 July, from 6pm 
to 8pm.  Lots of fun for all the family, and this year we also have a 
plant stall, so if you need to fill some gaps in your borders, come 
along and pick up a bargain!  The fete usually raises £2,000–
2,500, but it would be great to go beyond the £2,500 mark this 
year.  Please come along and join in the fun, all money raised 
going towards the education of the parish’s children.  Oh – did I 
mention there’s a Beer/Wine Tent? 
We have a couple of other dates for your diary.  On Friday 14 July 
we’ll be holding an end-of-year School Disco, and on Tuesday 18 
July the PTA will be selling ice-cold refreshments at the School 
Sports Day.  If you’re coming along and the weather is anything 
like as hot as it is as I type, don’t forget to bring some cash!
We’re still looking for some new faces to join our committee.  A 
number of our long-standing PTA members have children who are 
heading off to new challenges in September, and so their parents’ 
time with the Marcham PTA is coming to an end.  This will leave a 
BIG hole in our numbers, so we really do NEED some fresh faces 
to join us to continue the great work of raising funds to support 
Mrs Hutchinson and her team.  
If you can spare some time – usually only a couple of hours or so 
once a month plus help on the day with the events we organise 
– we would love to hear from you.  If you think you can help or 
would like to learn more, give me a call or drop me a line and I’ll 
be glad to have a chat.  Many thanks.

See you on the school run
Peter Kidd, PTA Chair
07708 251312 peter.kidd61@btinternet.com
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FOOD AND DRINK

PYO NOW OPEN
Throughout the Summer!

Millets

Millets
FARM CENTREwww.milletsfarmcentre.com

wordCloud90x80Marcham.indd   16 26/04/2017   13:16

Frilford Heath
Hand crafted wines from Oxfordshire’s oldest vineyard

Shop open 11- 6 on Saturdays or by appointment
Drop in tours on the last Saturday of each month (£9 pp, 2pm)

Wines, gifts and conviviality 
Venue hire or tour groups catered for by prior arrangement.

01865 390067     office@bothyvineyard.co.uk
www.bothyvineyard.co.uk Facebook.com/bothyvineyard

HOLIDAYS

Contact: Mrs Sigrid Grawert

Tel  01865 391298  
Fax 01865 391173 
enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk 
www.bnb-rafters.co.uk 

Abingdon Road 
Marcham 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire 
OX13 6NU

B&B Rafters 

Join us and discover  
A place  to relax

Avoid the gloomy weather 
and holiday in Florida –

Stay in our villa near Orlando
•	 Located in a private gated community
•	 Close to Disney World, all other major 

attractions and many golf courses
•	 4 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
•	 Sleeps up to 10 
•	 Air conditioned and fully equipped 
•	 Own swimming pool and covered patio
•	 Rent the villa from £495 per week

Tel: Mike & Vicki on 01865 390125 
or email vicki.jack702@gmail.com

Friday 
14th July

-
Sunday 3rd 
September

FREE EXHIBITION! 
 

1 June to 31 August visit Denman for an inspiring 
exhibition in collaboration with Acuity Arts. 

 

For more information call 01865 391 991  
 

www.denman.org.uk  
www.acuityarts.co.uk 

 

EVERYONE 
WELCOME! 

THINGS TO DO
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Voting: 72       Junior: 18
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New Community Facilities 
We are delighted that the new community facilities project has moved into its delivery phase (see the CFSG item 
on page 5). Marcham Community Group will be taking on the management of the new facilities. To make this 
work, we will be bringing forward some changes to the way we run membership and the election of directors. You 
will hear more of this in the coming months. 

Fund-raising progress 
We are aware that additional funding will be required to deliver the full requirements for the new facilities, 
including fitting out and furniture, for example. We are pleased to report, therefore two successful events held 
recently to raise funds for the facilities. 
The ISIS Chamber Orchestra concert in May raised £168 in donations for refreshments—huge thanks to Suzanne 
and Joey who did the catering. We are waiting to hear about the donation from the orchestra after it has covered 
its costs. We are immensely grateful for the generosity of the orchestra (as well as their musical skill) and to all 
who came along on the night. We will let you know when we have a final total. 
Thank you also to Sheila Dunford for organising her plant sale in May, which raised £250 for facilities—thank you 
also to all who came on the day to support this event. 
If you have any ideas for further fund-raising events with a community angle, please do let us know.

Introducing the 30 hours Government Funding Childcare
From 1st September 2017, the introduction of the 30 hours funded 
childcare will be available. This is estimated to be a great benefit 
to many working families across England, including those in 
Marcham and its parish. 
What is the 30 hours funded childcare?
A additional way to provide funded pre-school education to 
children, supporting them to be school ready. 
If your child is 3 years old on or before 31st August they will be 
entitled to the 15 hours funded sessions at a range of childcare 
providers. However, you may be entitled to double the amount of 
funded sessions if you meet the following criteria:
You, and any partner, must each expect to earn (on average) at 
least £120  a week (equal to 16 hours at the National Minimum or 
Living Wage). If you, or your partner, are on maternity, paternity or 
adoption leave, or you’re unable to work because you are disabled 
or have caring responsibilities, you could still be eligible.  
You can’t get 30 hours free childcare if you, or your partner, expect 
to earn £100,000 or more.
The criteria requirements are  flexible in relation to self-employed 
and start ups, if you would like to receive an additional information 
sheet please contact info@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk or on 
01865 819992 
How can I check if I am eligible?
If you believe you are eligible for the 30 hours funding, you must 
apply on the following website:
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
This website provides lots of information about support for early 
years childcare, in particular the application process for the 30 
hours funding. On completion, you will be sent an email with a 
code. 

This code is very important, you must provide this to your 
childcare provider and on the parental declaration form.  You will 
also be asked to confirm your eligibility 6 times throughout the 
year, ensuring the continuity of your 30 hours funding
I am eligible, how will this work with childcare providers?
The funding is available for 38 weeks of the year and is available 
at participating:
•	 Full Day Nurseries and nursery classes
•	 Playgroups and pre-school
•	 Childminders
•	 Sure Start Children’s Centres
The total amount of hours available are:
15 hours funding = 570 hours over a year period
30 hours funding = 1140 hours over a year period
The funding can be stretched over a year period and does not need 
to be contained to just the 38 termtime-only weeks. 
For example, at Marcham Little Angels, we provide the funding 
throughout the year we open (we are closed between Christmas 
and New Year which is 50 weeks childcare).
You then have the option to increase the sessions, and pay for a 
Breakfast or Afterschool time. At Little Angels one of our values 
is flexibility and we aim to provide the funding to met your needs.  
This is an example of the many ways funding can be adapted to met 
your working requirements at one of several childcare providers in 
Marcham. 
Further Information
We understand that 30 hours funding entitlement can be confusing, 
therefore if you would like to receive an additional explanation 
leaflet or further information please contact Nicola or Kaye at 
info@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk or on 01865 819992.
LITTLE ANGELS MARCHAM
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Dear Friends, 

Our hearts go out to those who lost loved ones and all their possessions in the terrible tower block fire in London on 

14th June. I have never seen anything like such a fire, apart from on block buster films. The aftermath of such a 

tragedy has raised lots of questions about the safety of such buildings which must be addressed with urgency.  

However, the response of the community, not only in the immediate vicinity, but across the UK, has been really 

heart-warming. It is a powerful reminder that community matters, that we need one another, and that although we 

acknowledge our differences, these must not come between us. The community response to events in London and 

Manchester in recent months underlines this again, and again. 

I believe that as human beings we all have a deep sense of needing to ‘belong’, to have roots, in order to help us 

find ourselves, to help us know our true identity. As a Christian, I believe that the deepest sense of belonging can 

be found in our relationship with God. Jesus was constantly referring to his heavenly Father, and encouraged his 

followers to do the same – hence the prayer that we know so well as ‘The Lord’s Prayer’.  

Reference to God for a deep sense of being known and of belonging is not confined to the teaching of Christ. Psalm 

139 states the most profound understanding of our rootedness in God, of our being understood and ‘known’ as 

individuals. As human beings we find our true identity in our relationship with God first and foremost, and it is this 

‘belonging’ that can help us overcome all manner of shortfalls in other human relations, including our families. 

Knowing that we matter to God is reassuring at the deepest level. Whatever life may throw at us, it is that 

knowledge that can help us overcome the hardest trials in life. In Jesus we can know the love and ever-present 

care of our heavenly Father, and be at peace in our souls. Peace is one of the great gifts that Jesus gives, and 

provides the ‘still centre’ to life, whatever storms may be blowing around us. 

In these months of July and August, when often the pace of life slows down for many of us, may we experience the 

peace that passes all understanding, and find again our rootedness in Christ, and with our heavenly Father. It is a 

huge relief to many, including myself, that our belonging with God is not based on religion, but on a living 

relationship of friendship and trust. 

With my warmest best wishes, 

Richard 

Contacts: Rev. Canon Richard Zair 391319 vicar@allsaintsmarcham.org * Jill Rowe Children’s and families Minister 
390885 families@allsaintsmarcham.org * Rob Finch Youth Worker 07888331708, rob@marchamyouth.org * 
Rachel Gaisford Older persons worker 391432 * Debbie Flint Churchwarden 01865 391056 * Tamsin Gilbert Parish 
Administrator 391319 * Parish Office: info@allsaintsmarcham.org 

July / August at All Saints’ 
Saturday 1st July – Men’s breakfast 
Saturday 8th July – Barn Dance in church 
Saturday 15th July – Changing Room: Joy 

Mawdesley ‘Out of the ordinary’ 

Regular Sunday services at 10am & 6pm 

Friday Club* for primary-aged children, 5.30pm 
on Fridays at All Saints’  

Village Café* Wednesdays from 11.30am 

* Term time only – not during summer holidays 

WANTED! 
Ordinary kids to do Extraordinary 

things for God’s Kingdom 

All Saints’ Holiday Club 2017 

29th August – 1st September 

Children aged 4-11 

Contact Jill Rowe for more details 

jill.rowe.ycm@googlemail.com 

 

http://www.marcham-with-garford.org.uk/
mailto:rob@marchamyouth.org

