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▲ Pre-School's playdough in production 
see page 11

Diary for October

OCTOBER 2018 VOL: 40 NO: 10

▲ Trish abseiled again! 
see page 9

▲ Clocks go back on  
28th October

▲ Little Angels walking around 
Marcham see page 11

3 Wed Community Development Workshop, 
Lambourn 14.00-16.00

7

4 Thu ABCD Film Society: The Big Sick, Abingdon, 
19.45

17

5 Fri Electric Blanket Check, Abingdon Fire Station 15
5 Fri Music at the Unicorn: David Nachmanoff, 

Unicorn Theatre, Abingdon, 19.00
15

9 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00-
15.30

7

9 Tue Marcham Society: Secrets of Oxford Castle, 
All Saints’, 19.30

7

10 Wed Allotment Rent Collection, Residents’ Lounge, 
Duffield Place, 18.30 – 19.30

7

10 Wed Marcham Parish Council Meeting, Duffield 
Place, 19.30

3

11 Thu Midweek Walk: The Crown, Mill Lane, Church 
Enstone 12.30 lunch / 13.30 walk.

7

11 Thu Sunningwell and District Gardening Club, 
Sunningwell Village Hall, 19.30

15

11 Thu ABCD Film Society: Repo Man, Abingdon, 
19.45

17

14 Sun Garford Harvest Celebration 3

17 Wed Arts Society Abingdon: The Golden Age 
of Venetian Glass, Trinity Church Hall, 
Abingdon, 10.30 & 14.00

17

18 Thu Marcham WI, Denman College, 19.30 7
18 Thu ABCD Film Society: A Fantastic Woman, 

Abingdon, 19.45
17

19 Fri Electric Blanket Check, Wantage Fire Station 15
20 Sat Deadline for next MADNews, 17.00:  

editor@madnews.co.uk
23 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00-

15.30
7

23 Tue National Trust: The First Modern Transport 
Revolution, Trinity Church Hall, Abingdon, 
14.30

15

24 Wed Lumberjills, Denman College 17
25 Thu ABCD Film Society: Ska’d by Music, 

Abingdon, 19.45
17

27 Sat Fauré @ Fyfield, St Nicholas Church, 14.30 
and 18.30

11

27 Sat Wantage and Grove Lions Bingo. Grove 
Village Hall, 18.45

15

Details of events may change after publication, please check 
with the relevant organisers before attending events. 

▲ Stuart Mabbutt wearing 
MADNews logo from our 
sponsorship!
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THINGS TO DO

Saturday 27th October 10-4pm   
Civic Hall Britwell, Road Didcot
Local food and drink producers,TV Chefs 
theatres, Childrens Corner, Street Food  
How to do demonstrations, Vintage Tea 
Room, Entertainment.
Admission: £5 adults (£4 in advance). 
Children under 16 free all inclusive.   

Saturday 17th November 10.30-4pm 
Civic Hall Britwell Road, Didcot
Over 60 local gift, craft food and drink 
producers. Refreshments by Didcot Scouts. 
Admission: £1.00 adults.  
Children under 16 free   

Thursday 29th November 4-9pm  
The Broadway & Orchard Centre
25th anniversary event. Winter wonderland 
theme, local stalls, crafts and gifts, funfair, 
entertainments, grand parade, Father 
Christmas Methodist Hall, Live music.    

www.didcotevents.co.uk    Didcot Events 
Tel 0777 1967633     E: jeanette@didcotevents.co.uk 

 Abingdon & District Model Railway Club

Presents the 

DIDCOT MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Saturday 20th October 2018 

10.00am – 5.00pm
DIDCOT CIVIC HALL, BRITWELL ROAD 

DIDCOT, OX11 7JN 
14 Quality Layouts & Supporting Traders

Demonstrations, Displays
Refreshments
FREE PARKING 

Adult £6.00 Children free when
accompanied by an adult

www.admrc.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 1176029 
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Dear Readers

So, the run up to Christmas has begun 
apparently, I have spotted adverts for 
the Abingdon Extravaganza and Didcot 
Christmas Street Fair already and several 
party menus! 

I am going to enjoy these fabulous autumn 
colours for a while until it's time to 
hibernate!

Until next time

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
Oxford Cambridge Expressway
The Department of Transport has been 
considering 3 main corridors for further 
investigation in order to provide a new 
route between Oxford and Cambridge.   
These were a northern option, roughly 
following the existing A421 to the south 
of Bicester and via Buckingham,  a central 
option, broadly following the east-west 
rail corridor and a southern option near 
to Aylesbury, linking to the M1 south of 
Milton Keynes.    An announcement has 
been made that the central option has 
been selected for further investigation.  
Public consultation is likely in 2019, and 
the Parish Council is closely monitoring 
what is announced, as there could well be 
implications for the A34 and areas close to 
Marcham.
Parking on Village Green
The Council has noticed that cars are still 
being parked on the village green, and has 
ordered a sign to be erected on the green to 
remind people that parking is not permitted.  
This will be erected in due course.
Commemorative Plaque and Sapling 
to commemorate the Centenary of the 
Armistice of WWI
Oxfordshire County Council and the 
Woodland Trust have joined together to 
make available  commemorative plaques 
and sapling trees for planting in the 
Autumn to commemorate the Centenary 
of the Armistice of World War I.    The 
Council has applied for a tree and plaque 
and will be planting this in the village in 
the Autumn.
Vale of White Horse District Council - 
Path Clearance
The District Council’s street cleansing team 
has been cutting back overgrown edges 
from highway verges.  This has revealed 
hidden tarmac paths and made parts of the 
village much tidier.  A letter of thanks has 
been sent to the District Council.
Grants
The Parish Council considers any requests 
for grants at its November meeting.  Grant 
requests are considered usually just once 
a year.  Therefore, if there is any worthy 
and needy organisation where Marcham 
residents benefit which is considering 
applying to the Parish Council for a grant, 
then please use the application form 
available on the Council’s website www.
marchamparishcouncill.gov.uk, enclosing 
a copy of your organisation’s accounts.
The deadline for submissions is 15th 
October, 2018. Applications received after 
that date, or not on the application form 
will not be considered.

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 PARISH NOTICES

PUBLISHER / EDITOR 
Meriel Lewis 
8 Orchard Way, Marcham 
Abingdon OX13 6PP 
Tel: 01865 391725
Website: www.madnews.co.uk 
Email: editor@madnews.co.uk
ADVERTISING 
Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews makes 
no guarantees as to accuracy or authenticity.
DISTRIBUTORS 
Judith & Peter Fontaine
Parishioners of the Year 2018 
14 Tower Close, Marcham 
Abingdon Tel: 01865 391275
PROOFREADING
Jane Mander
DEADLINES 
Advertising: 5pm 15th month 
Other copy: 5pm 20th month 
except for Jan when it is 15th Dec for both
ADDITIONAL COPIES 
These are available free from Marcham 
Post Office or the Editor. Postal copies are 
also available – contact the Editor.
DISCLAIMER 
We apologise in advance for any errors that may creep 
into MADNews (online or print), or omissions that 
creep out - we don’t do it on purpose!
The Editor reserves the right to alter, omit or hold 
over copy to another issue. The views expressed in the 
Marcham & District News are not necessarily those of 
the editorial team, who are all volunteers.
POLICE 
PCSO Rich Osborn C9323 
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.pnn.
police.uk for Marcham
07980 924693
Or just dial 101 (non-emergency) and omit 
the C from his number
CRIMESTOPPERS
Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)
NHS NON-EMERGENCY
Call Free from any phone - 111
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Marcham and Shippon 
Catherine Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Webbercatherine1@gmail.com
For other councillors go to 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
© Marcham & District News 2018
The copying of any part of this publication 
without written authorisation is not permitted.

Trick or Treat - 31st October
It is approaching that time of year when 
children can be tempted into going out 
trick or treating.  Normally it is a harmless 
pastime for children, but it can also be 
both frightening and intimidating.  Much 
distress is caused by unexpected knocks 
on the door or loud noises. Some residents 
may welcome treat or treating, others do 
not.  If your children do go out, please 
encourage them to call only on those whom 
they know and to respect the wishes of 
anyone who does not wish to participate.
If you do get an unexpected caller, make 
sure the chain or door bar is on before 
you open the door.  Do not let anyone in 
your house unless you are happy with their 
identity.  If you need to talk to the police 
call 101 or dial 999 in an emergency.
Planning applications
The Parish Council has considered the 
following applications:
P18/V1855//HH Dropped kerb at front of 
16 Fettiplace Road. The Council had no 
objections
P18/V2001/HH and P18/V2004/HH 
Incorporation of rear parking into garden at 
73 and 75 Howard Cornish Road.  Council 
had  no objections providing that there 
were adequate dropped kerbs at the front, 
and rear access into Anson Close properties 
was not affected..
Date of Next Council Meeting: 
Wednesday 10th October 2018 at 7.30p.m. 
in the residents’ lounge, Duffield Place. 
Please check noticeboard outside the 
Institute and/or the Council’s website  
www.marchamparishcouncil .gov.uk  
in case arrangements change.
Clerk to the Council: Mrs. L. Martin,  
90 Howard Cornish Rd, 01865 391833
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

FRILFORD NOTICES
If you would like to be added to the 
parish email distribution list, send a 

message to frilfordparish@gmail.com 

Garford Village Harvest 
Celebration 

Sunday 14th October
10:30am: Harvest festival service, 

St Luke's
2:00pm: Guided tour of Christ 

Church Cathedral 
4:30pm: Afternoon tea,  

Garford Village Hall
All welcome! 

Please contact Ben Skipp (benjamin.
skipp@gmail.com) if you'd like to 

join the free cathedral tour.
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When you contact an advertiser, please 
mention you saw their ad in MADNews

Professional Tree Management throughout Oxfordshire

andrew@admtrees.co.uk
01865 391859
@admtrees

For a full list of services visit:

www.admtrees.co.uk

Tree removal
Crown thinning
Crown reduction and lifting
Sectional tree removals
Fruit tree pruning
Stump grinding
Hedge cutting

Seasoned logs and kindling 
delivered

£5M Public Liability Insurance

All work carried out to 
BS 3998:2010

HOME & GARDEN
Home & Garden  Maintenance 
All garden maintenance covered from lawn cutting to lawn care
* small garden designs * flower beds tidied/shrubs/bulbs planted 
* tree work - pruning/lopping/shaping etc * patios laid /cleaned 

*fencing & gates erected/repaired/painted *sheds erected/repaired
Most property maintenance covered 
* painting / decorating including outside
* tiling * all indoor jobs covered * small carpentry work
* guttering/replaced/cleaned * house removals& clearance 
Mr G. TIERNEY    Tel. 01865 730428     Mob. 07885550075

Free quotes & estimates  Email Gavin.Tierney42@hotmail.co.uk

Professional Window Cleaning/ 
Carpet Cleaning Service 

Also:  Gutter Clearance, Post/Pre-occupancy 
Cleans and Conservatory Valets 

For a thorough and reliable service call Tim 
Mobile:  07725002777 

 

A Member of Decorators Network
D. DOWNES
Painting & Decorating

All types of wall coverings
darren.downes72@gmail.com
01235 221012 or  07974 672579

Supply & fit all types 

of fencing & gates

No obligation quotations

Fully insured

01865 739005 / 07900 938061
trentwoodfencingoxfordshire.co.ukGarner’s Estates & Landscapes

Landscaping for over 25 years

•	 Soft & hard landscaping
•	 Landscaping works including patios, paths, 

steps, driveways, decking, installing gates, 
turfing, stonework & drainage work

•	 Fencing, all types carried out including: close 
board, panels, trellis, willow hurdles, post & rail

•	 Tree & hedge planting
•	 Free Estimates
•	 Fully Insured & hold a Waste Licence

Tel:      07751 764144         01865 730936
Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com
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International Standard (formerly Airmail) and all International Tracking 
and Signature Services (formerly Airsure® and International Signed For®)

Tuesday 4 December Africa, Middle East

Friday 7 December Cyprus, Malta, Asia, Far East, Eastern 
Europe (except Poland, Czech Republic 
and Slovakia)

Saturday 8 December Caribbean, Central & South America

Monday 10 December Greece, Turkey, Australia, New Zealand

Friday 14 December Canada, Czech Republic, Italy, Poland, 
USA

Saturday 15 December Finland, Sweden

Monday 17 December Austria, Denmark, Germany, Iceland, 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, 
Spain, Switzerland

Tuesday 18 December Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg

International Standard HM Forces Mail - British Forces Post Office® (BFPO)

Monday 26 November Airmail to Operational BFPOs

Friday 14 December Airmail to Static BFPOs

UK Inland Services

Tuesday 18 December 2nd Class and Royal Mail Signed For®

Thursday 20 December 1st Class and Royal Mail Signed For®, 
Royal Mail Tracked 48®

Friday 21 December Royal Mail Tracked 24®

Saturday 22 December Royal Mail Special Delivery Guaranteed®

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 LAST POSTING DATES AND SHOP GRANTS

Marcham Village Shop & Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG
Shop 01865 391993 / PO 391940
Mon - Fri:	 07.30 - 17.30
Sat - Sun:	 08.00 - 12 noon
Visit us on Facebook: marchamvillageshop
Last acceptance time for post on weekdays is 16.45

@the Shop: Get your regular shopping, frozen and fresh food, 
treats, fresh bread and milk – all on your doorstep!

@the PO: Withdraw money, pay cash and cheques in, buy 
Euros, order foreign money, pay bills, buy telephone top-ups and gift cards – 
you can even send letters and parcels and buy stamps!

Now you can deposit business cheques and cash for most banks as well all the 
usual range of personal banking. Come in and pick up a leaflet

Marcham Village Shop
Invitation to apply for a grant

In our last financial year the village shop received £641 in donations, for which we 
would like to thank our customers who often put any small change they are given into 
the blue tins on the shop and Post Office counters.
Our AGM has agreed that these funds should go to worthy causes in Marcham. So if 
any organisation or group within the village would like to apply for a small amount of 
financial help, then please email marchamvillageshop@gmail.com or write to David 
Walton, c/o Marcham Village Shop, 16 North Street, Marcham, Abingdon, OX13 6NG.
You should give your name, details of your organisation or group, how much you wish 
to apply for, what the grant would be used for, and a copy of your most recent accounts 
or details of your organisation's finances.
There is no deadline for applications. We will consider each request at our next 
Committee meeting which is held every other month.

October: minty time – only 60p per quarter!

POST 
OFFICE

®

Now we are 6For Sale
York Aspire Cross Trainer

Hardly used, vgc. 
£60

Tel 01865 392001

Small working printer 
Free to a good home. 

HP DeskJet 2132. 
Prints, scans & copies. 

Phone 391507

Wednesday 12pm in the Baptist Hall
All welcome - young and old!

It's a wonderful way to catch up 
with old friends or make new ones 
and have a delicious light lunch!

Every Wednesday during term-time.

Do you need a few hours of care?
Are you looking for a companion for 
someone you care for when you can’t be 
with them? Someone to take them out 
or sit with them and chat or do crafts or 
read to them, for a couple of hours when 
needed, on weekdays.
My name is Grace and I have training 
and experience in care for the elderly 
(including dementia) as well as younger 
adults with special needs. I am CRB 
approved. 
I would love to chat with you if you are 
interested. 
Grace 01865 392092 or 07807707925

DRAYTON 
SEQUENCE 

DANCE 
CLUB

Dancing Thursday Nights at 
Drayton Village Hall
7.30pm – 10.30pm

Admittance £2
Do you want to dance? 

Friendly club seeking new members
Further information 01235 531701



search for a local service online:   www.madnews.co.uk/adverts October 20186

HOME & GARDEN

GARY CUDDON
Painter and Decorator

Fully qualified with 30 years experience
Providing a high quality service

Free quotations and fully insured
Local and friendly service

07827 752904     garycuddon@aol.com

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL SERVICES

■ Internet - extension points & improved wifi
■ Extra TV Points - for aerial and Sky (In HD!)
■ Sky TV - also foreign language satellite

■ Poor reception solved
■ Aerials - supplied & repaired
■ TV’s - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Abingdon 01235 239622

For high-quality design, installation, maintenance and
breakdown services, contact....

Andrew Mugleston
www.muglestons.co.uk  office@muglestons.co.uk

Office:01884 260122    Mob:07947 315860

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available

Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories  

Fascias & Soffits
Mark Berry

9 Stort Close,  
Didcot, OX11 7UR

NEW Tel: 01235 510608
Email: info@lotterywindows.co.uk

“Don’t let tax, tax you“
BBPS Accountancy Service

Bookkeeping
Self Assessment, Payroll,  

CIS, VAT
Auto Enrolment

Call: 01865 730064 
        07890 503392

Email: Alison@berrybps.co.uk

 

01865 821250 
www.barn-store.co.uk

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

86x110mm 

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,  
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075

msharmanroofing@gmail.com
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 ALLOTMENT RENT COLLECTION AND THE USUALS!

ALLOTMENT RENT COLLECTION
The Clerk will be in attendance from 6.30 – 7.30 p.m. on 

Wednesday 10th October in the residents’ lounge at  
Duffield Place for the purpose of collecting allotment rents. 

Please remember to bring your rent card.

Community Development Workshop 
Priority Services 

2pm - 4pm Wednesday  3 October 2018
Communal Lounge, Harris Close 

Lambourn RG17 8XY
Free transport

Do you want extra support during power cuts and be prepared for 
emergencies?
Find out more at our next community development workshop.
Make new friends and listen to our guest speakers:
•	 Scottish & Southern Electricity Networks
•	 South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Emergency 

Planning Team
•	 Thames Water
Please do join in!
LIMITED SPACES - BOOK NOW to avoid disappointment  
Please add your name, along with transport requirements, to the list 
at Duffield Place notice board. Speak with your Independent Living 
& Community Officer for more details (Hilda 07785310719)

Non-members always welcome £3
Further details:  

Sheila Dunford (391439) 
or Judith Fontaine (391275)

Secrets of Oxford Castle
Mark Davies

All Saints’ Church, Marcham 
7.30 for 7.45pm 

Tuesday 9th October
www.marchamsociety.org.uk

Marcham WI 
Date:	 Thursday, 18th October
Time: 	 7.30pm 
Venue: 	 Denman College

Speaker:	 John Chipperfield on 'My Life as a Journalist'
For our October meeting we will be welcoming John 
Chipperfield as our speaker on 'My Life as a Journalist'.  
John spent 44 years with the Oxford Mail and Times as 
as journalist, so we'll look forward to hearing some of the 
fascinating stories he has to tell of his time working on 
the paper.
Our October meeting is an 'open evening', so we'd be 
delighted if you bring along your husbands, partners and 
friends to hear our speaker.

New members and visitors  
are always welcome 

For further information, please contact:
Pippa Hoath 01865 391349 pippahoath@gmail.com

MARCHAM SOCIETY MIDWEEK WALK:
Thursday, October 11th.
For this month’s walk we will meet again at The 
Crown in Mill Lane, Church Enstone (Map Ref 
SP378250), OX7 4NN, just off the A44 north of 
Woodstock, at 12.30 for lunch and 1.30 for a new 
walk of 4½ miles on the edge of Heythrop Park.
Ring Eric Dunford on 391439 for further details and car-sharing, 
especially if you are not on our email list as sometimes late changes 
have to be made. Members free, non-members £1. We always 
welcome new walkers.

SINGING IS GOOD FOR YOU!

From 2 – 3.30pm 
Tuesday 9th and Tuesday 23rd October.
Come and join us in the common room at 
Duffield Place, you will be sure of a warm 
welcome ... and tea and cake!  
Phone 391270 for more details      
Christine Whild

MARCHAM SENIOR CITIZENS’ CLUB
Six of our members went to Southmoor Village Hall on 
Monday 3rd September to attend the Cinema Club. The 
next meeting of this club is on Monday 8th October when 
we will be providing some transport to take members again.
Our regular October meeting on Thursday 25th will be a visit 
from Sobell House who bring Christmas cards, calendars 
and other Christmas things for members to purchase. A 
small talk and quiz are also scheduled.
New members are very welcome; just come along at 2.30pm 
on the last Thursday of the month or give me a ring.  
John Woods (Secretary) 391705

MARCHAM  SOCIETY  REPORT
Following the AGM on 11 September, members were treated to 
a presentation by Malvin Drakley entitled Seeing Britain from 
the Sea, based on a trip around the British Isles earlier this year.
The voyage began at Tilbury, with the first port of call being 
Edinburgh.  The ship then headed north via Invergordon to the 
Orkney and Shetland Isles.  The voyage continued down the 
west coast to Ullapool, Tobermory and the Isle of Skye, before 
heading across to Belfast, then to Dublin and Cobh.  They then 
went south to the Isles of Scilly and the Channel Islands before 
journey’s end at Bristol.
At every stage Malvin captured wonderful shots of plants, birds 
and breathtaking scenery.  Hopefully he may take us on another 
“voyage” sometime. 	 JF

 

We are a friendly group who meet for

lacemaking and the practice of other

needlecrafts

e.g. crochet, knitting, cross-stitch, beading.

We welcome the beginner as well as more

experienced practitioners.

We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month

between 9.30 and 15.30 at

Preston Road Community Centre

Preston Road,Abingdon,

OX14 5NR

On site parking is available.

Please see our website for more details

www.abbeymeadowlacemakers.co.uk

or for further information email:

chairman@abbeymeadowlacemakers.co.uk
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

House - Flat - Apartments - Office

FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED

Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES

Tel 07721 679487 + 01235 524589

“MOVING ASSISTANCE”

Also don’t forget to 
contact us with your 

aggregate requirements

• Ready-mixed concrete
 and floor screed loads
 from 0.5m3

• Ideal collecting point for
 Abingdon and
 surrounding villages
• Upwood Quarry open six
 days a week, including
 Saturdays

Call us on 01865 362159
or visit

www.hills-quarry.co.uk

For all your
ready-mixed

concrete needs

Bathroom specialist 
All trades covered 
All household plumbing and heating needs
Call Simon: 07765 654303
Email: info@scpplumbing.co.uk

The complete fireplace showroom
Come and see the range of Solid Fuel, 

Gas and Electric appliances with displays 
of wood, stone and marble surrounds at 

ABIGAS.

Easy parking
Opening Hours: 
9-5 Mon-Fri and 9-4 Sat

Area A, Unit 4, Radley Road Industrial Estate
Abingdon OX14 3RY  Tel: 01235 533301

Email: abigas11@aol.com
www.abigas.co.uk

O X F O R D
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

phone: 01865 326009
email: oxfordkitchens@aol.com

www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
Visit our showroom: 

1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

Luxury fitted kitchens bathrooms
and accessories

01865 326009
oxfordkitchens@aol.com
www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton,
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

LD Window Cleaning 
LD Offer a Quick Reliable Service

That Will Leave Your Windows GLEAMING
Also gutters and fascias

Text/Call 07984780066 or 01865 392859
Email leedancer81@yahoo.co.uk

___________________________________ 
 

M SUMMERS  ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

____________________________________  
Your Local Electrician, Fully Qualified,  

With Over 20 Years Experience 
All Work Certified To BS7671 & Building Control Notified If Required 

 
Please Contact Me For A Free Quotation 

Fully Insured & Warranty Available 
You’re In Safe Hands! 

07894 955438 
MSummersElectrical@btinternet.com 

Oxfordshire Roofing
and Building Services 
a good honest and reliable firm 

Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689
Flat Roofing	 Chimney Repointing
New Roofs	 De-Mossing
Guttering	 Tiling
Slating	 Facias 

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel:  01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS  
PARTIES

Millets
FARM CENTRE

www.milletsfarmcentre.com

Enjoy your Christmas party in our  
Lakeview Restaurant

Visit our website for the list of party nights!

F A B U L O U S

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 CARING AND COMMUNITY
Carers Oxfordshire Thame Roadshow
Supporting Carers to stay Healthy and Connected.
Carers Oxfordshire will be hosting an event at Thame Town Hall 
from 10.00am until 4.00pm on Tuesday 2nd October, Wednesday 
3rd October, and Thursday 4th October 10-2.
This will be an opportunity for carers in Thame Oxfordshire to 
access support and advice from Specialist Carer Services and 
Community Information Network Specialists. We are also delighted 
to have dementia Oxfordshire outreach specialists on Thursday.
Throughout the week there will an opportunity to come and explore 
the wealth of experience and services available in Thame. This will 
be led by the Community Information Network.
This is our second Carers roadshow. Carers can come and talk 
to our specialist carer’s team, find out how to access short term 
respite, get help with carer’s assessments.
Our one stop shop to help carers. On Thursday we are joined by 
Dementia Oxfordshire and Time out for carers for any advice you 
may need.
“After a visit from an outreach worker from Carers Oxfordshire, I felt 
someone was there to help me and I don’t feel so alone” 
Mr R - Kidlington
Carers who feel lonely and isolated are almost twice as likely to 
report a worsened mental (77%) and physical (67%) health. To 
reduce the negative impact of loneliness, it is important to bring 
carers together.
“We know carers often focus all their attention on the person they 
care for. This roadshow can go some way to change that focus, 
by helping carers to think of their own needs and being able to 
point them in the right direction to keep them well” said Kay Francis, 
Head of Carers Support.
We are looking at all the ways we can support carers to stay Healthy 
and Connected. Building communities which support carers to 
look after their loved ones well, while recognising that they are 
individuals with health and wellbeing needs of their own.
“Less than 25% of carers in Oxfordshire are registered and 
receiving the services and support that they are entitled, because 
many carers do not identify themselves as a carer,” said Tracery 
Desmond, Marketing and Fundraising Officer.
We are delighted to be supported by our Patron Sarah Taylor of 
Rycote Park Thame and Cllr Linda Emery.

On behalf of the British Heart Foundation I would like to extend 
a heartfelt “Thank you” to all you wonderful and compassionate 
people who so generously sponsored me to abseil down the 
Spinnaker Tower in Portsmouth on August 25th. The amount raised 
was £17,637 (without Gift Aid) which has already been allocated for 
heart problems research in our local laboratories.
The day was glorious, cloudless blue sky with a warm sun. The view 
on the way down was magnificent across to the Isle of Wight and of 

all the large ships, ferries, yachts and motor boats scurrying to and 
fro. I hardly noticed the ‘corset-like’ restriction of the safety harness 
as I made a reasonably fast descent to be met down below by my 
son and friend and enjoyed a most welcome cup of tea.
Many, many, thanks for your 10th  year of sponsoring me – great 
people in the Vale.

TRISH WAGSTAFF

The newly-formed Kennington Memory Club runs 
on Mondays and Thursdays from 9.30am to 3.30pm 
in Kennington Methodist Church. It will provide a safe 
place where people with a diagnosis of dementia can meet 
in a supportive environment for a range of interesting 
activities suited to their individual needs and preferences. 
There will be a choice of hot meals at a modest cost. 

To find out more, contact Gillian on 01865 735590 or see 
their website at www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
architectural and planning services

party wall surveyor

john martin mciob mfpws

	planning & building control approvals   

	extensions, new homes, conversions

	party wall surveyor services   

	award winning designer

	 free initial consultation

	over 30 years of improving homes and the built environment

tel 01865 391833 mob 07710 858668  
email john.gmartin@hotmail.co.uk

90 howard cornish road marcham OX13 6PU

t/a Bob Nichols Vehicle Services 
Unit 3 Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane, 

Dry Sandford OX13 6EB
Call Bob Tel: 01865 730011 Mobile: 07715 707830

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
M.O.T. STATION - NOW OPEN

Servicing – Diagnostics
General Repairs 
Tyres – Exhausts

Air Conditioning  – M.O.T.s
Courtesy Cars Available

- Custom Made Curtains & Blinds -
- Free and Expert Advice -  Perfectly fitted - 
10% discount off any order for Marcham area 

residents  (Mention the MADNews) 

Call -  01235 758010
 
 
 
       

             
            Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Charging Installations for  
                                          Homes & Business 
                           
        Government OLEV Approved Charge Point Installer. 
                               Up to £500 grant available. 
                                        3 year warranty. 

                       info@PremierEV.net 
                               08000 146 216 

       
          Contact us for Service, Quality & Safety you can rely on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONTAINER STORAGE

•	 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon
•	 24 hour CCTV
•	 Easy Access
•	 Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk

www.oxonstorage.co.uk

xon 
torageS
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL
It’s been an amazing, busy and creative 
start to the year!  With 17 new families 
to welcome over the course of 2 
weeks, there have been new names, 
new friendships, and new activities to 
explore!
First job, as always, is to make a batch of playdough, using a 
picture recipe, the children are able to do this independently, 
and produced the best consistency ever!  Giving the opportunity 
for counting, pouring, filling, stirring, reading (the pictures), 
science, making playdough is always a fabulous activity! Plus 
the skills that playdough itself allows ... pushing, pinching, 
rolling, squidging, squashing, manipulating, fine motor skills, 
gross motor skills, creativity, art, representations.... the list 
is endless!  Why not have a go yourself at home... all you need 
is 4 cups of flour, 1 cup of salt and 1 cup of water - mix it all 
together and PLAY!
If you have a toddler, a baby (or a bump!) please get in touch 
to register your interests.  Contact us on 01865 392101 or 
marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk
Nicky Sanford, 
Early Years Teacher, Marcham Pre-School 01865 392101

www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com

NEWS FROM LITTLE ANGELS 
Another busy month at Marcham 
Little Angels…

Baby Room
We have been on lots of adventures this month, going out in a 
beautiful village for walks, going to the park and attending toddler 
group! We love getting out in our big buggy and watching all the 
people and cars go by. We have also been very creative this month 
making gloopy glue pictures and feeling all the different textures. 
We have also welcomed lots of new babies to our little angels’ 
family this month, it's lovely to have you here, welcome!
Pre-School Room
What a month it has been, we have been busy bees this month 
creating a new home corner for our pre-school children. Our little 
angels have been very busy in here baking us cakes and making 
amazing dinners using different pots, pans, wooden spoons, tins 
and much more. We have also been out on adventures this month, 
some of our little angels walked around the Anson Field collecting 
leaves and twigs for our playdough activity. The children then used 
their amazing imaginations to create different models with their 
playdough – we had playdough people, dogs, lions their creativity 
never ends!
After School Club
We welcomed back all our big angels to after school club this month 
and welcome to our newest and youngest members who have just 
started school, its great to have you with us! This term we have 
gone Harry Potter mad! Our big angels have all created their own 
Hogwarts ID badges and some have even begun to write their own 
Harry Potter stories. We have created our own Harry Potter houses 
and the children have been gaining house points throughout the 
month! We have also welcomed back Coach James, our weekly 
football coach, who plays various physical games with our big 
angels every Wednesday. The children were all very excited to join 
in. Welcome back to all our Big Angels!. 

If you would like to be part of Little Angels Family, where our 
home is your home, please contact us on 01865 819992 or 

marcham@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk, 
see www.littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk 

and follow us on Facebook: littleangelsmarcham 

PTA Update
School is back, and so is the PTA.  You’ve been 
warned! 
Sadly this year we are losing a number of long-
serving members of the team, and I would like 
to thank them publicly for their contributions and 
their hard work in raising funds to support the 
school’s education of our children.  You will be missed.
At the same time we have some new faces joining us, and I 
would like to thank THEM for giving up their time and bringing 
their enthusiasm and ideas to the team.  
We’re all looking forward to a successful fundraising year.  Already 
we have dates for a number of exciting events all the way round 
to next summer:

4 Oct: AGM – All parents welcome
9 Nov: School Disco
7 Dec: Christmas Fair
18 Jan: School Disco

AMBULANCE CADETS 
COMING TO MARCHAM

October 2018 will see the launch of 
a St John Ambulance Cadet Unit in 
Marcham.  St John Ambulance Cadets is a uniformed organisation 
which gives a great opportunity for young people aged 10-17 to 
not only develop first aid skills which can be used to provide first 
aid cover at local events but also to help young people develop 
skills in a wide range of areas (which can include sign language, 
photography, cookery etc.) and work towards SJA awards.  Being 
a cadet is a big boost to anyone thinking about a career in medicine 
or care and your activities can be used to help you gain DofE 
awards - but being a cadet is great for anyone.
Parish Youth Worker, Rob Finch, will be managing the Unit.  They 
will meet on a Tuesday at 7pm at the Baptist Hall on Packhorse 
Lane.  If you would like to express an interest (either as a cadet 
or as an adult who would like to be involved in helping to make 
the unit happen) or if you have any questions you can contact him 
(rob@marchamyouth.org).  You can find out more about the SJA 
cadet programme here www.sja.org.uk/sja/young-people/cadets/
the-cadet-programme.aspx 
The unit will be having ‘open, trial sessions’ for any young person 
who is interested on Tuesday 2 October and Tuesday 9 October, 
7pm-8:15pm.  Please contact Rob if you plan to attend so that he 
can make sure there are enough resources etc.

9 Feb: Family Quiz
22 Mar: School Disco
7 Jun: School Disco
12 Jul: Summer Fete

We’ll be giving you more details nearer the time, so keep checking 
school newsletters, Marcham Facebook groups and, of course, 
MADNews, but put the dates in your diaries now so that you don’t 
miss out on any fun and games.
If you’d like to join our merry band, drop a line or give me a call.  
Or see me on the school run..
See you on the school run
Peter Kidd 
PTA Chair 07708 251312 peter.kidd61@btinternet.com

Fauré @ Fyfield
Requiem & Cantique de Jean Racine

St Nicholas Church, Fyfield OX13 5LR
Saturday 27 October 2018

Rehearsal: 2.30 - 5pm   Refreshments: 5 - 6pm
Concert: 6.30pm

Director: Richard Walsh BAHons Music
Organist: Sebastian Thomson FRCO (Dip.CHD)

Tickets £10
Contact penny_budgen@hotmail.com

01865 390817 or 07740 286648
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Did you know we offer:

Servicing MOT Air Con refill Bodywork Diagnostics Repairs Recovery

Radley Rd Industrial Estate, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

01235 553055

Call us today for a no obligation quote

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.com
Email: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Like us on Facebook for regular offers and updates

Cars & light commercial (up to 17 seater), mini buses & vans up to 3.5 tonnes. 
Trailer, horseboxes and Caravans. Courtesy cars & vans available.

Martin Gilbert Motor Repairs Ltd

HALE AND SONS
GENERAL BUILDERS
FROM SOUTHMOOR

FULLY INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

CALL RICH 07903 496569
01865 820488

�� EXTENSIONS
�� ALTERATIONS
�� PLASTERING
�� KITCHEN AND BATHROOM FITTING
�� FENCING
�� ROOFING

ANY BUILDING WORK
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

01235 239001

WE’RE AN EXPERT:

All Drainage
CCTV Surveys
Soakaways & Cess Pits
Designed, Installed & Repaired
Drain Lining & Installation
Emergency Plumbing

•

•

•

•

•

•

WE’RE PROFESSIONAL:

No Call Out Charge
Fixed Prices
Work Guaranteed
Fix It Right First Time

•

•

•

•

oxford@draindoctor.co.uk

DrainDoctorOxford.co.uk
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M&A ELECTRICALS
The original electrical/lighting shop in Wantage 

Established in the early 60’S
Unit 8, Arbery Arcade, [behind Costa]
Market Place, Wantage, OX12 8AB

CALL 01235 762468
SPECIALIST LIGHT BULBS 

a full range of lamps [light bulbs] in stock
A SELECTION OF ORIGINAL we have accounts with many 

lighting companies. BESPOKE HAND MADE LAMPS we 
can make almost anything into a lamp for you

NEED HELP CHOOSING YOUR LIGHTS AT HOME 
GIVE US A CALL

SHADES a large selection in stock
REPAIR & RESTORATION OF LIGHTS  

& OTHER ITEMS
DON’T THROW IT HAVE IT REPAIRED!

ORDERS TAKEN PLEASE ENQUIRE
If it is electrical we can supply it!!

sales@mandawantage.co.uk    www.mandawantage.co.uk

JEM
CHIMNEY SWEEPING COMPANY 

LTD
 NO FUSS  NO MESS  NO PROBLEM 


OXFORD: 01865 772996	 DEDDINGTON: 01869 337500

MOBILE: 07711 443050	 STADHAMPTON: 01865 400244

MAN   WITH   VAN
Available for Light Haulage,
Collections and Deliveries

– o O o –
Daytime, Evening and Weekend Work

Tel: 07860 656351
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Local Events
£11,830

Donations
£8,260

Bank Balance
£17,368

5p Coins
8503

2017 - 2018 Membership
Voting: 90       Junior: 17

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 MARCHAM COMMUNITY GROUP 

NUMBERS IN TOP BOXES FOR 15th OF PREVIOUS MONTH   

MEMBERSHIP:         VOTING           JUNIOR   

DONATIONS                                                 nearest 

LOCAL EVENTS                                               whole                 

BANK                                                               numbers 

5P COINS   

Page size is 
212 mm tall & 
180 mm wide. 
 
Side panel is 
212 mm tall & 
10 mm wide. 

MarchamCentre — site work in sight 
We are in sight of a real start to on-site work to build new community facilities—Marcham Centre. Formal 
preparations for the start of the construction stage are being completed.  

We are resolving matters relating to formal legal agreement details and planning and section 106 funding 
with the Vale of White Horse planning department, reflecting the complexity of the project. These led to 
extra work which caused us some delays. The latest timetable is for ground works on site to begin in 
November (subject to contractor arrangements) and the target completion date remains in late 2019. 

MCG trustees are making good progress with lease and service agreements, external storage arrangements,  
fund-raising plans, hire and pricing policies, business planning including setting up a trading company to 
work alongside the charity, risk assessments, licences, insurance, and contracts for utilities and services, 
maintenance of the field and boundaries. 

The three MCG committees are starting work on practical details: Hall Committee (Chair: Chris Ricketts—
chris.ricketts47@btinternet.com), Field Committee (Chair: Trevor Hill—trevor3chancel@aol.com) and 
Finance & General Purposes Committee (Chair: Warren Brooker— WarrenBrooker@outlook.com). We have 
made good progress recruiting people to join these committees and we are filling the remaining seats. We 
are keen to involve people with a range of interests and, especially, people who have recently moved to 
Marcham who may have skills, experience and new ideas that we would value. Please contact Jim Asher (as 
below) or the relevant committee Chair to find out more.  

We will hold a Public Meeting and AGM in late November, date to be finalised soon. We will present 
progress over the last year, details of the new building, construction plans and areas where we still need 
help. You will be able to ask questions and raise any concerns. There will be an election for three trustee 
seats—if you are interested in standing, please contact Jim Asher for information. The date of the meeting 
will be confirmed soon to members and will be in the November MAD News—watch out for details. 

The Community Facilities Steering Group (CFSG) continues to oversee the project, with MCG increasingly the 
focus for actions. We will keep people in Marcham updated regularly on progress and will be happy to 
answer any questions you may have about this project.  
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Marcham Community Group: Company No 7470307 Charity No 1144407 
 391727 (Jim)  admin@marcham.org www.marcham.org
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HOUSEHOLD / PERSONAL SERVICES

Louise Tierney
Mobile State Registered  
Hairdresser
Member Of The F.H.A. 

for all enquiries 
or to book an appointment please call.

Tel:   01865 730428    Mob: 07525 784807

www.farm-fit.co.uk leah@farm-fit.co.uk

Personal Training &
Group Exercise 
Classes

Get Fit At The Farm

FIRST CLASS 

book online

FREEFind us at:
Collins Farm

Kingston Road

Frilford

OX13 5NX

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk

Unit A, 78 Cumnor Road 
Wootton, Boars Hill 
OX1 5JP                                                                
                                                                               Alison Day SFFHT 
01865 321777                                                            & Associates 
FREE PARKING                                           

                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   

                                                                                 
                                                                                        
                                                                        
                                          

                  
                                                                                             
                                                              

 

editor@madnews.co.uk 

 

Visit our website for  the 
latest offers and news 

www.mybeautyroom.co.uk 

✔ Working harder and harder to achieve happiness in your life?
✔ Noticing feelings of stress, anxiety or low mood?
✔ Coping in ways that might not be helpful in the long run?
✔ Withdrawing from parts of your life that you used to enjoy?

Book Online: www.goodthinkingtherapies.co.uk  Call: 0780 666 7 888 

Our qualified and accredited CBT Therapists work with you to explore,
adapt and practise new and helpful ways 

of  approaching life’s many challenges.    

The best version of you is waiting... 

NJME Domestic Appliance
Service & Repair all Major Brands

Washing Machines - Washer Dryers - 
Tumble Dryers - Fridge Freezers - Ovens - 

Cookers - Hobs & Extractor Hoods

Fast, Reliable and Friendly Service
01865 391614 / 07507 111289

•• • • • • • •
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Wantage & Grove Lions are holding a cash 
bingo on Saturday October 27th 

at Grove Village Hall
Doors open 6.45pm, eyes down 7.30pm 

great raffle & refreshments 
hope to see you there

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 SCHOOL GOVERNORS & OUT AND ABOUT

Friday 5th October
David Nachmanoff
plus support  
www.davenach.co.uk
Doors: 7pm | Music: 7:30pm 
Tickets: £15  
Online: musicattheunicorn.org.uk  
or  Mostly Books, 36 Stert Street, 
Abingdon OX14 3JP (cash only)
Abingdon Unicorn Theatre OX14 3JB

WANTED - MARCHAM SCHOOL GOVERNORS
We are currently looking for new governors to join our friendly governing 
body. Governors are essential for the effectiveness and success of the 
school and it is an extremely rewarding and fulfilling role. Our governors 
come from a range of different backgrounds, skills and experience but all 
share a common interest of wanting the best possible education for the 
children in our school.
We would be delighted to hear from anyone who:-
Is interested in children’s education and the performance of the school
•	 Is community spirited and would like to represent the community
•	 Has spare time and the energy for the role
•	 Is able to work well as part of a team
•	 Has an enquiring mind and the confidence to ask questions and 

debate issues that affect the school
•	 Can consider matters objectively and make informed judgements.
These volunteer positions are open to anyone in the community. You do 
not need to be a parent at the school. In looking to fill these vacancies we 
are particularly interested in applications from people who have:
•	 business or finance skills
•	 experience of charity or public sector governance
•	 skills, experience or interest to focus on the effective delivery of two 

new classrooms for the school;
although please do not be put off if you do not have these skills. What is 
more important is enthusiasm, interest and the willingness to learn.
What is the role of the governing body?
•	 Helping to set and review the school’s strategic direction and agreeing 

targets for improvement
•	 Holding the headteacher and school leaders to account for the 

educational performance of the school and its pupils
•	 Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure 

public money is well spent
What does the role offer?
•	 A chance to develop your own personal skills
•	 Access to a programme of free training in respect of education/

governance matters
•	 A sense of achievement in helping make a difference to children 

reaching their potential
•	 The support and guidance from fellow governors
If you are interested or know of somebody else who would be, then please 
contact the Headteacher, Mrs Hutchinson at head.3235@marcham.oxon.
sch.uk, or the Chair of Governors, Rob France at MarchamChair@gmail.
com for further details.
For further information please also look at the information for prospective 
governors on the  Oxfordshire County Council website at https://www.
oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/school-governors.

IS YOUR ELECTRIC BLANKET SAFE?
Get your electric blanket checked by Oxfordshire  County 
Council Trading Standards and Fire and Rescue:
Friday 5 October - Abingdon Fire Station 
Friday 19 October - Wantage Fire Station
Testing is free, all you need to do is book in advance by 
contacting the county council on 01865 898642 or by email.

Safe and Well visits from Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue 
Service
Did you know that Oxfordshire County Council’s Fire and 
Rescue Service offer free Safe and Well Visits? Our firefighters 
will visit you at home to see what they can do to help you reduce 
the risk of fire.
What does a visit cover? It combines a Home Safety Check to 
help reduce the risk of fire in your home, such as checking and 
fitting smoke alarms and helping you make a fire escape plan. 
We can also offer you advice and support to help your health 
and wellbeing.
During the visit firefighters are able to provide advice and 
support to reduce any immediate risk from falls, fire, flood or 
power cuts, along with advice to help protect you from scams 
and doorstep crime. 
You can request a visit online at www.365alive.co.uk/safewell 
or call our Community Safety Helpline on 08000 325 999. If a 
loved one or friend would benefit from a visit please let them 
know about our Safe and Well visits.
Do you have a fire safety concern or question? There’s lots of 
great tips and advice to help keep you and your family safer at 
home on www.365alive.co.uk. Or you can call our Community 
Safety Helpline on 08000 325 999.
Oxfordshire County Council Fire & Rescue Service

SUNNINGWELL & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
Talk by Dr Michael Keith-Lucas on 

The origins of garden plants
Thursday 11th October at 7.30 pm Sunningwell Village Hall
Members £2  Non Members £3 
New and Non Members welcome

www.sdgc.org.uk

National Trust: Abingdon & District Association
2.30pm Tuesday 23 October, Trinity Church Hall
On Tuesday October 23 Martin Buckland will tell us about 'The 
First Modern Transport Revolution - how they moved goods in the 
1700s; canal boats, boatmen and boatwomen.’ This talk describes 
the very many people who can be described as ‘canal people’ 
and includes canal builders from ancient China and Egypt , civil 
engineers of the Industrial Revolution and the navvies who built 
the canals. There are those who worked on the boats in peacetime 
and wartime, the people who founded the restoration movement 
and the very many groups involved in restoring canals in the 21st 
century.   Canal theatre companies and some family histories are 
also mentioned. Martin is a local historian who has done much 
research on the canals. The talk takes place at 2.30pm at Trinity 
Church Hall, Conduit Road, Abingdon OX14 
1DB and there is parking in the streets around the 
church. Refreshments are available from 2pm. 
Non-members are asked for a donation of £3 but 
can join on the spot and get the talk for free. For 
more information, contact Ruth on 01235 524119. 
Prior booking is not required.
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PERSONAL SERVICES

NB Office Services
Qualified Bookkeeper with over 10 years’ 
experience in Office Management and PA

Telephone: 01865 392866

Mobile : 07775 690522

Email: Nicola.bunce@nbofficeservices.co.uk Gabi’s Cleaning Service
If you need help to keep  

your house tidy please don’t  
hesitate to ring Gabi.

References are available

Cleaning
Ironing

07771 391209

Pilates & Yoga 
Exploring a mindful approach to your movement 
to help develop strength and flexibility and ease 
tension from mind and body. 

Daytime and evening classes in Marcham 

Andrea Buckingham 
07939 523083 

andreabkm@btinternet.com
www.andreabuckingham.co.uk

01865 735842

gabipapp@icloud.com
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 PCSO REPORT, FILMS & INFORMATION

Here is the latest neighbourhood team newsletter from  
PCSO Rich Osborn C9323
Back to school
With the children going back to school, I would like to take the 
opportunity to remind parents about parking outside the schools 
during the school runs. I know parking can be tight and some 
parents have more than one school drop-off and/or have to get off 
to work by a certain time. Please park considerately and think about 
the dangers to pedestrians especially young children. Please do 
not block pavements and driveways, and think about pushchairs 
and wheelchair users.
Burglaries
We have thankfully seen a decrease in domestic burglaries reported 
to us which is good and the Op Monitor (dedicated burglary team) 
are still working hard to catch offenders. If you want to report any 
activity that is suspicious this can do done via 101 or if you see a 
crime in progress call 999. We have seen non-dwelling burglaries 
go up slightly (sheds and garages). You can make it harder for 
people to get in by using a good lock and hasp, keeping the building 
in a good state of repair and a shed alarm can be brought online or 
from a hardware shop for as little as £15
Contacting us and reporting crimes online
Did you know that you can now get in touch with us online as well 
as by calling 101? Please visit www.thamesvalley.police.uk where 
you can:
• Provide more information or request an update on a crime report
• Tell us if you recognise a face or description from one of our 
witness appeals
• Contact an officer or department directly, for example our Fixed 
Penalty Support Unit. This also helps you reach an officer or PCSO 
who may be working unsociable hours.
You can also use our new online reporting form on our website 
to report any type of crime, traffic collisions involving an injury, 
a missing person and anti-social behaviour. If you click on the 
REPORT link it opens up a form which takes you through all the 
questions that you would be asked if you called 101 and is picked 
up by our dedicated team in the Contact Centre. 
If you want any advice or would like to contact the neighbourhood 
team you can call us on the police non-emergency number 101 
or if it is an emergency then dial 999. You can also contact us 
via email AbingdonOuterNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. 
Please note this email address cannot be used to contact Thames 
Valley Police to report crimes or for any urgent matters. To view 
information on your neighbourhood team visit the Thames Valley 
Police website at: www.thamesvalley.police.uk. Receive free 
local crime alerts and crime prevention advice by registering at 
www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk today. This allows anyone who signs 
up to choose what updates they receive and how they would like to 
receive them.
Thames Valley Police are currently recruiting Police Community 
Support Officers (PCSOs)
You can’t arrest anyone. You’ve got no handcuffs. Your 
communication and problem solving skills are your most powerful 
weapons. It’s down to your ability to work with some of the most 
challenging people in some of the most difficult situations.
You do not jump to conclusions about what you see and hear – you 
target crime hotspots, analysing situations and gathering evidence. 
Your very presence on the streets inspires confidence.
To apply to be a PCSO or to find out more about the job role, 
please visit https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/joinus

Thursday screenings this month

ABCD Film Society's new season begins this month. Come to 
any film for £6 (£3 full-time school and college students) or join 
for the season or half-season. Email or phone us for a  free copy 
of our 2018/9 programme booklet. (Exception: October 25, see 
below). 

Thurs Oct 4     THE BIG SICK -   a romcom with a difference 
– and nothing to do with, ahem, vomiting, just being ill. (USA, 
2017, 117mins, Cert 15). 

Thurs Oct 11   REPO MAN – modern classic by UK director Alex 
Cox set in Reagan's America, with sparkling banter and punk 
soundtrack. Will it still hold up?  (USA 1984, 92 mins, Cert 15).

Thurs Oct 18   A FANTASTIC WOMAN (Una Mujer Fantástica) 
– a young man transitions into a woman, but her partner dies 
suddenly and she comes up against a deeply insensitive 
patriarchy and its traditional values. (Chile, 100 mins, 2016, 
Cert 15).

Thurs Oct 25 SKA'D BY THE MUSIC  –  excellent full-length 
documentary on the Ska music genre and its social context 
– engaging and informative. (UK 2017, 60 mins Cert E). With 
director Sharon Woodward present. In the King Charles Room, 
The Kings Head and Bell, East St Helens. Limited seating – 
booking recommended. Admission £7.50 (students £3.50)

All screenings (except Oct 25) at 7.45pm at Abingdon 
Health & Wellbeing Centre, Audlett Drive, OX14 3GD 
unless otherwise indicated. Adjacent free parking. 
Have a hot drink before the film – donation requested. 
 
www abfilms.org.uk   or   info@abfilms.org.uk   or   01235 521976
Registered charity No. 292723

If you like to enjoy a really eclectic mix of films, 
why not try us out?

The Arts Society Abingdon (ex ADFAS) is holding 
its monthly lecture on Wednesday 17th October 
2018, 10.30am and 2.00pm, at Trinity Church, 
Conduit Road, Abingdon, OX14 1DB.

The Golden Age of Venetian Glass  
by The Arts Society Lecturer Jane Gardiner 

This lecture explores the early history of glassmaking in Venice 
from the 15th century. Art historian Jane Gardiner explores 
the material itself, and the techniques involved in forming and 
decorating the pieces, driven by the fashion for richly coloured 
and enamelled glass and the desire for luxury objects in the 
Renaissance period. The new 16th century liking for clear glass 
and the fashion for fine glass drinking vessels, all resulted in 
the spread of these glassmaking skills to other parts of Europe. 
Members may bring along a friend for this lecturer 

Non-Members welcome, £6.00 including coffee/tea.  The lectures 
are one hour long, but leave extra time for announcements etc.

 For more information on future lectures and other 
activities see our website or  

email info@theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk
www.theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk
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Avoid the gloomy weather 
and holiday in Florida –

Stay in our villa near Orlando
•	 Located in a private gated community
•	 Close to Disney World, all other major 

attractions and many golf courses
•	 4 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
•	 Sleeps up to 10 
•	 Air conditioned and fully equipped 
•	 Own swimming pool and covered patio
•	 Rent the villa from £495 per week

Tel: Mike & Vicki on 01865 390125 
or email vicki.jack702@gmail.com

HOLIDAYS

B&B Rafters

Abingdon Road	 Contact Mrs Sigrid Grawert
Marcham	 Tel 01865 391298
Abingdon, Oxfordshire	 enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk
OX13 5NU	 www. bnb-rafters.co.uk

Join us and discover  
a place to relax

PERSONAL SERVICES

‘Home, why live anywhere else?’ 
 

A real alternative to a residential or nursing home 
 

For more information call us on  
 01865 861944 

or visit  

www.opclive-in.co.uk 

/         Opening Hours: 
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri & Sat:  
10.00am – 5.30pm 
Thurs: 10.00am – 6.30pm 
Sun & Bank Holidays: 11am – 4pm

/  Tel: 01865 580 288

/  Address: 
The Engine Centre, 
Kingston Bagpuize,  
 Oxfordshire OX13 5AW 
( Just behind The Old Hind’s Head pub)

/  Email: oxford@thekitchendepot.co.uk

POP INTO YOUR LOCAL BRANCH
NOW OPEN IN OXFORDSHIRE AT  
KINGSTON BAGPUIZE

[  OXFORD ]

[ Find us on: ]

CREATE 
YOUR DREAM 
KITCHEN  
TODAY
We offer a free planning 
and design service, as well 
as various finance options 
to help you bring your 
perfect kitchen to life.

[  LUXURY KITCHENS 
FROM £10,000 ]

VISIT: THEKITCHENDEPOT.CO.UK   OR CALL: 01865 580 288

FAMILY OWNED WITH 
FAMILY VALUES

FREE 
dEsign  
sERvicE

36847 The Kitchen Depot (Oxford A4 advert).indd   1 30/08/2018   12:53

Heard of the Lumberjills? 
 

Uncover the story of 
thousands of young 

women who signed up to 
work for the Women’s 

Land Army in wartime, 
felling trees with an axe and saw.  

 
Call 01865 391 991  

or book online 
www.denman.org.uk 

 
Wednesday 24 October 

2018, from £42 

If you would like to advertise your 
business or service in MADNews, 
contact adverts@madnews.co.uk
for more details:
2018 - 2019 Advertising Rates
40mm x 90mm – £63 pa
80mm x 90mm – £105 pa
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
ED VAIZEY WRITES...
Some good news over the summer for the 
broadband roll out in our area. The government 
have announced an extra £45 million investment 
in rural broadband.   The new funding for the 
government’s Rural Broadband Infrastructure 
Scheme adds to the £30 million investment 
announced last year, increasing the total pot 
of funding available to £75 million. In other 
broadband news, East Hagbourne have clubbed 
together to obtain ultrafast broadband for the village. More information 
in doing this in your area can be found at communityfibre.openreach.
co.uk.
Oxfordshire hospitals are being given a major funding boost to 
improve care ahead of winter. The Oxfordshire NHS Trust has been 
allocated an extra £3.21 million to improve diagnostics and patient 
flow. This is part of £145 million of capital investment in the NHS 
from the Department of Health.
Two projects in Didcot have just been awarded a combined 
£19,331from the National Lottery. Didcot TRAIN, where I am a 
patron, has been awarded £9,531. TRAIN works with young people 
in the area to fulfil their potential and overcome barriers that may 
limit their social integration. The second, SOFEA, has been awarded 
£9,800. It works with young people and their families to overcome a 
variety of issues and build confidence and skills.
Kellogg’s are running the Schools Breakfast Club Awards to 
celebrate best practice in breakfast club provision and recognise the 
role played by the schools, teachers, parents and children in helping 
run them. If your school runs a breakfast club, they can enter at 
kelloggsbreakfastclubawards.co.uk.
I was very pleased this month to visit a number of excellent 
organisations in the constituency. Skoob Books in Didcot have an 
enormous second hand book collection, and supply film sets with 
books for background shots. Milton House Hotel has come under 
new ownership and are planning a range of improvements. I was also 
pleased to meet with the Changing Places team, who are campaigning 
for fully accessible disabled toilets, and Bpas in Oxford who provide 
specialised reproductive health services to the area..
ED VAIZEY, MP Wantage and Didcot (Conservative)

COUNTY COUNCILLOR'S REPORT
Expressway
The decision on the preferred option (by Highways England at least) 
for the proposed Oxford – Cambridge Expressway has been announced 
as “Route B”. All this tells us is that the road will not cut through 
miles of open countryside in South Oxfordshire or take a very wide 
northerly sweep above Oxford Airport. Otherwise, we (including OCC 
Highways department) are in the dark on any further detail. OCC have 
responded by saying that they cannot give any detailed response as to 
how the impact could be managed until there is more clarity on the 
route and the traffic data on which the decisions are based. At least HE 
are now aware that a very thorough and contentious consultation will 
have to be carried out urgently. This will, at least give us all a chance 
to register our feelings on the proposal.
Boundary Review
Residents of Drayton, Milton, Marcham and Shippon will be 
interested to know that the latest Electoral Boundary Commissions 
firm recommendations are that all 4 villages will be moved from their 
current Wantage constituency into OXWAB – the Oxford West and 
Abingdon constituency.

Contact Ed Vaizey MP by
Post The House of Commons, London SW1A OAA
E-mail dicksonce@parliament.uk 
Web www.vaizey.com
News Sign up at http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP
Tel 01235 768 888

Road Diversions
The road diversion in Sutton Courtenay caused by the new pipework 
needed by the Warehouses and Data Centre has resulted in massive 
disruption and anxiety in the area. Some livelihoods threatened, 
HGV restrictions being broken in Appleford, inconvenience to Sutton 
Courtenay Primary School so recently hit by the Carillion collapse 
and long queues at the junction of Park Drive and Milton High St. 
OCC have the unenviable responsibility for trying to make the road 
system work when planning decisions are made. There is enormous 
pressure on the contractors to get the work done as soon as possible. 
Some of the problems are being solved – but the whole area is a traffic 
management nightmare. The nation, never mind Oxfordshire, depends 
on Milton Park continuing to thrive. District and County are going to 
have to restrict development more robustly in the future – at least until 
the Growth Deal has allowed major road improvements all around 
Milton Park to be made.
Outline Business Case for a Science Bridge – be careful what we 
wish for!
A HIF (Housing Infrastructure Bid) has been launched to help fund 
a Bridge and River crossing – this will be considered around March 
2019. However, the current objection by OCC Highways to further 
development in Sutton Courtenay could be removed if/when the 
funding for this bridge is delivered..
RICHARD WEBBER CLLR OCC SC & Marcham Division.
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com or 01235 534001

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Can Marcham take any more?
At the last Parish Council meeting on the 12th September, the 
developer, Gladmans, gave a presentation of their application to build 
120 houses on land north of Marcham, land which has already been 
removed from the Vale’s LPP2 (Local Plan Part 2) on the grounds that 
it would generate an unacceptable amount of traffic in the AQMA in 
Packhorse Lane. Gladmans are arguing that the traffic from their 120 
houses would not impact the AQMA as traffic wanting to travel west 
would turn up Sheepstead Road and then past The Dog House pub 
on Faringdon Road. Traffic wanting to travel east would exit from 
Howard Cornish Road onto Abingdon Road and so avoid the AQMA. 
However, nobody knows for sure how residents will travel from 
the development …we all choose our own routes, but for sure there 
will be much more traffic movement through Hyde Copse (and its 
neighbouring development), Howard Cornish Road and North Street. 
Any traffic exiting onto Abingdon Road will add to the already heavily 
congested road, especially at peak times when traffic regularly backs 
up through the AQMA, pumping out their poisonous fumes when it 
is at a standstill. And all this is now, before any more houses have 
been built at Kingston Bagpuize or Dalton Barracks, houses which 
will have a huge impact on Marcham and its AQMA. For the sake 
of everybody’s health in and around Marcham, not to mention those 
actually sitting in the traffic jams breathing in an unacceptable amount 
of fumes, we must not let this development happen.
At the recent examination of the LPP2, the inspector listened 
sympathetically when I argued against the development of 90 houses 
close to Packhorse Lane, suggesting that if 400 houses have been 
removed from the LPP2 for reasons mentioned above, then surely the 
same reasons can be applied to building 90 more houses in the AQMA. 
This inevitably raised the issue of a Marcham by-pass. Clearly, the 
volume of traffic along the A415 is going to explode with all the 
developments in and around Marcham , and the fear is that the air 
pollution in the AQMA will rise ... we must remember that the Vale 
is responsible for reducing the air pollution there - not increasing it. 
But a by-pass will cost millions of pounds to build. However, maybe 
we have come to the point of no return and that if all this development 
is going to happen then we must have a by-pass, but one with the 
condition that stipulates that it won’t become the new boundary of 
Marcham. That is the poisonous chalice.
CATHERINE WEBBER Cllr VWHDC 
01235 534001 or Webbercatherine1@gmail.com



search for a local service online:   www.madnews.co.uk/adverts October 201820

Dear Friends, 

As we enter the first real month of the Autumn, I find myself 
reflecting upon, and emerging from, my summer of hospital 
treatments. I almost feel 'normal' again, though energy 
remains in short supply. Sylvia and I have been deeply 
impressed by, and extremely grateful for, all in the NHS who 
have cared for us, and those who have held us in their 
thoughts and prayers through these testing months, not least 
everyone in my two parishes who have kept our shared life 
together going seamlessly through my 'time out'. THANK 
YOU!  Incidentally, I am delighted that the Great British 
Bakeoff is celebrating the NHS this Autumn! 

Did you know that each of us has something that doesn't 
belong to us? 

As human beings there is something deeply spiritual and 
mysterious that we all have - our soul. Some of us disregard 
this element of life, it goes unnourished and is in danger of 
dying, often overlaid by the cares and attractions of the 
immediate, and / or the pressures of life. But this really 
important part of our human lives doesn't belong to us - one 
might say it is 'on loan'. 

A long time ago, back in the days of the Old Testament, the 
prophet Ezekiel was in living touch with God. In chapter 18 of 
the book in his name, God reveals: "Behold, every soul belongs 
to me, the father as well as the son ..." This truth is underlined 
by other passages in the Bible, and is an important truth to 
grasp. 

God, in His grace and love, longs that we be in living touch with 
Him throughout our lives, in a relationship of love and trust 
that nourishes and grows our souls. In today's language, one 
could say that our soul is God's satellite dish in each of us, 
made to tune into receiving the life that God offers us all.  
However, that 'receiver' is easily damaged, and the stuff in our 
lives that is offensive to God clouds and masks its ability to 
receive - and thus is in danger of malfunction, even of failing 
altogether, of death. 

Yet, our souls can live in a glorious and free relationship with 
God, and it is through the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that this new life - 'soul life' - is found.  
As we enter this autumn of colour and deep hues, perhaps it is 
time for new 'soul life' in us? Perhaps it is the time to offer 
back to God this precious source of our being, asking for 
renewal, for the fresh breath of God's Spirit to renew our living 
touch with our Creator, in Jesus' name? 

 I hope we can all enjoy a renewing Autumn ! 

With my warmest gratitude, 

Richard 
 
 
 

www.marcham-with-garford.org.uk

Contacts:  

Rev. Canon Richard Zair 391319 vicar@allsaintsmarcham.org  Jill Rowe Children’s and families Minister 390885 
families@allsaintsmarcham.org  Rob Finch Youth Worker 07888331708, rob@marchamyouth.org  Tamsin Gilbert 
Parish Administrator 391319 info@allsaintsmarcham.org 

 

Regular Sunday services at 10am & 6pm

Youth Drop-in from 3.30pm on Wednesdays

Wednesday mid-week communion, 10.30am in 
Duffield Place Lounge. 

Village Cafe, Wednesdays 12pm at the Baptist Hall

Events in October
Monday 1st October, 8pm: Men’s night at the Crown

Saturday 6th October, 8.30am: Men’s breakfast at the 
Baptist Hall

Wednesday 10th October, 8pm: Church prayer 
meeting

Friday 12th October, 12.30pm: Footprints lunch at the 
Crown (call Rosemary on 07763330113 to book)

Sunday 14th October, 10.30am: Harvest Service at St. 
Luke’s, Garford.

Sunday 28th October, 4pm: Service of commemoration 
at All Saints’


