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Marcham & District News
COTHILL – FRILFORD – GARFORD – GOZZARDS FORD – MARCHAM – TUBNEY

Your Independent Local Newsheet  –  www.madnews.co.uk

READ & RECYCLE!                   FREE

Diary for May

MAY 2019 VOL: 41 NO: 5

May Bank Holidays 2018 Waste Collection 
Change

Wednesday 8 May	 Thursday 9 May
Rubbish and Food Waste

Wednesday 29 May	 Thursday 30 May
Recycling, Garden and Food Waste

Details of events may change after publication, please check 
with the relevant organisers before attending events

Marcham Pre-School ► 
exploring egg shapes 
see page 9

▲ For more infomation see page 7

▼ Little Angels at The Business 
Excellence Awards see page 9

happy birthday to us happy birthday to us happy birthday to us happy birthday to us happy birthday to us happy birthday to us happy birthday to us 

2 Thu Polling Day: Baptist Hall, Marcham 07.00-22.00 17
5 Sun Abingdon Air Show, Dalton Barracks 7
8 Wed Marcham Parish Council Meeting, Duffield 

Place, 19.30
3

9 Thu Midweek Walk, The Cock Inn, Combe, 12.30 
lunch / 13.30 walk

7

9 Thu Sunningwell Gardening Club, 19.30 11
11 Sat Compost Giveaway, Milton Park, 09.00-11.00 11
11 Sat Riding for the Disabled Plant and Craft Sale, 

Southmoor, 10.00-13.00
17

11 Sat Wantage and Grove Lions Plant Sale, East 
Hanney BL Hall, 10.00-13.30

17

11 Sat Milton Hill Bowling Club Open Day, 14.00-
17.00

11

14 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00-
15.30

7

14 Tue Marcham Society, Andy Robertson,  Tales of 
Hanney History, All Saint’s Church, 19.30

7

15 Wed Marcham Annual Parish Meeting, Marcham 
Primary School, 19.30

7

16 Thu Marcham WI: Denman College, 19.30 7
16 Thu Music at the Unicorn, Mark Harrison, 19.00 15
19 Sun YoCO Buttercup Walk, Eaton near Appleton 19
20 Mon Deadline for next MADNews, 17.00  

editor@madnews.co.uk
28 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00-

15.30
7

▲  Marcham WI with their "Brush Strokes" paintings see page 7
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THINGS TO DO

The Arts Society Abingdon (ex ADFAS) is holding 
its monthly lecture on Wednesday 15th May, 
10.30am and 2.00pm, at Trinity Church, Conduit 
Road, Abingdon, OX14 1DB.

Portraits of the Maharinis  
by John Stevens 

Drawing on images of the period, beautiful portraits and 
photographs are brought to life to provide insights into the lives 
and memoirs of the Maharanis as fascinating, educated, and 
powerful symbols of ‘exotic India’, along with a broader view of 
the role they played in the British Empire 

Non-Members welcome, £6.00 including coffee/tea.  The lectures 
are one hour long, but leave extra time for announcements etc.

 For more information on future lectures and other 
activities see www.theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk or 

email info@theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk

£5 off any

Denman

event!

SPECIAL OFFER FOR MADNEWS

READERS!

Online bookings only. Doesn't include

Crocodiles of the World. Valid until 31

May 2019. Use code "MAAD5".

Visit: www.denman.org.uk

Bach and Sons
Date: Saturday 18th May 2019, 7.30pm 
Venue: All Saints Church, Marcham 
Conductor: Paul Cox
'Cello: Laurens Price-Novak
Baritone: Christian Bradley
Music: 

JS Bach – Cantata 'Ich habe genug' 
CPE Bach – Symphony in Eb 
CPE Bach – 'Cello Concerto in A major 
JC Bach – Symphony Op. 6 No. 6 in G minor

Tickets: Marcham Post Office, on the door, or call 01235 820874
£12 for adults, £10 for concessions, and free for under 16s. 

£2 of every ticket will go to support 
Hanna's Orphanage in Ethiopia 

Refreshments, nibbles AND a raffle with lots of prizes! 

•	 Damp Proof Coursing
•	 Timber Treatment
•	 Dry & Wet Rot Treatment
•	 Woodworm Treatment

•	 Waterproof Re-Plastering
•	 Cellar & Basement Tanking
•	 Beetle Treatment
•	 Environmentally Friendly 

Products Used
Tel: 01865 735555 or 07774 233033

Free Survey and Advice: 01235 762525
Email: lizeverley@aol.com

www.preservationspecialisttreatments.co.uk
18 Sugworth Lane, Radley, Abingdon OX14 2HY 

with Pip Stacey of Feathered Glass and  
Iain Shield of Shield Studio Pottery

12pm - 4pm
May 11th, 12th and 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th 
Pear Tree Cottage
7 Packhorse Lane, Marcham
Oxfordshire OX13 6NT

01865 329183
www.featheredglass.com

www.shieldstudiopottery.com

Artweeks Open Studio
Kiln Formed Glass and Ceramics

100s OF UNIQUE HANDMADE PIECES   |   MEET THE MAKERS

HOME & GARDEN
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Dear Readers

While reading through past copies of 
MADNews to find some snippets (see page 5) 
I came across this from May 1998:

Thoughts From the Famous:
To do all the good one can, 
To love liberty above everything, 
And, even if it be for a kingdom, 
Never to betray truth.           Beethoven

He also said: "Only the pure of heart can 
make a good soup" !!

Until next time

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
Local Council Elections - 2nd May, 2019
New Parish Council is formed
The term of office for the current Parish 
Council is coming to an end and a new 
Parish Council will be formed from the 4th 
day after the election to serve for the next 
4 years.  There are 10 seats on the Council 
and 7 local people have been nominated to 
fill the seats.  As the election is uncontested, 
no formal ballot is needed. So far those 
who have stood as candidates are:

Malcolm Denton 
Sandra Hill
Michael Hoath
Ruth Mander
James Plumb
Peter Steere
David Walton

The following existing Parish Councillors:  
Ian Charles, Ruth Atkins and Matthew 
Hillis have decided not to stand as 
candidates for election, and they will 
therefore be standing down from the 
Council.  The Council wishes to express its 
thanks to them all for their efforts on the 
Council and within the community.
Vacancies on the Parish Council
As only 7 parishioners were nominated for 
10 seats, there are 3 seats on the Council 
which remain to be filled. The Parish 
Council can proceed to co-opt others within 
a statutory timescale. The Parish Council 
maintains the allotments, manages the 
cemetery jointly with the parish of Frilford, 
as well as undertaking certain grass cutting 
in the village. It has a statutory right to be 
notified of all planning applications in its 
area and its views are taken into account 
when the planning decision is made. The 
Council plays a vital part in representing 
the interests of the community which it 
serves and is an effective lobby group 
influencing the other decision makers. 
It is a particularly interesting time in the 
parish, given the development of the new 
community facilities, planning applications 
for more housing in Marcham, and wider 
issues such as the Oxford Cambridge 
Expressway route, along with proposed 
housing at the Dalton Barracks site, and 
at Kingston Bagpuize, all of which could 
potentially have an impact on our area.
Your village needs you, so if anyone is 
interested in joining the Parish Council to 
help work towards improving community 
well-being, then please contact the 
Clerk as soon as possible via the contact 
details which appear below, or can be 
found on the Council’s website www.
marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Highways England – Notification of bridge 
refurbishment and resurfacing works
Kier Highways, on behalf of Highways 
England, will be carrying out maintenance 
work at the Chieveley Interchange at the 
junction of the M4 and A34 over the spring 
and summer 2019. This is mostly overnight 
weekend work from Friday to Monday 

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 PARISH NOTICES

PUBLISHER / EDITOR 
Meriel Lewis 
8 Orchard Way, Marcham 
Abingdon OX13 6PP 
Tel: 01865 391725
Website: www.madnews.co.uk 
Email: editor@madnews.co.uk
ADVERTISING 
Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews makes 
no guarantees as to accuracy or authenticity.
DISTRIBUTORS 
Judith & Peter Fontaine
Parishioners of the Year 2018 
14 Tower Close, Marcham 
Abingdon Tel: 01865 391275
PROOFREADING
Jane Mander
DEADLINES 
Advertising: 5pm 15th month 
Other copy: 5pm 20th month 
except for Jan when it is 15th Dec for both
ADDITIONAL COPIES 
These are available free from Marcham 
Post Office or the Editor. Postal copies are 
also available – contact the Editor.
DISCLAIMER 
We apologise in advance for any errors that may creep 
into MADNews (online or print), or omissions that 
creep out - we don’t do it on purpose!
The Editor reserves the right to alter, omit or hold 
over copy to another issue. The views expressed in the 
Marcham & District News are not necessarily those of 
the editorial team, who are all volunteers.
POLICE 
PCSO Rich Osborn C9323 
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.pnn.
police.uk for Marcham
07980 924693
Or just dial 101 (non-emergency) and omit 
the C from his number
CRIMESTOPPERS
Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)
NHS NON-EMERGENCY
Call Free from any phone - 111
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Marcham and Shippon 
Catherine Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Webbercatherine1@gmail.com
For other councillors go to 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
© Marcham & District News 2019
The copying of any part of this publication 
without written authorisation is not permitted.

and involves replacing expansion joints, 
concrete repairs to the bridge, resurfacing 
and renewing road markings. However, 
there are occasions when the roundabout 
at this junction (J13) will be completely 
closed. If you use this road, and think you 
may be affected, then please check with 
the Clerk for the list of spring and summer 
closure dates, or check on the Highways 
England website highwaysengland.co.uk.
North Street
Many of you will have seen paint markings 
in North Street just north of The Gap 
at the end of March and will have been 
wondering what they were about. This 
was a topographical survey to measure 
and assess the area with a view to seeing 
whether it is possible to create a footway 
in the stretch where pedestrians have to 
walk in the road. The Parish Council has 
approached Mactaggart Mickel who will be 
building housing off Sheepstead Road, and 
has suggested, that should studies prove it 
is possible, they could perhaps assist with 
the construction of the path. Should anyone 
have any views on the creation of a path, 
then please let the Clerk know.
Planning applications
The Council has considered the following 
applications:
P19/V0759/LB Minor modification on the 
design of internal door for the new study 
at Morland House, Sheepstead Road.  The 
Council had no objections.
P19/V0713/HH Single storey rear 
extension at 6 Leas Lane.  The Council had 
no objections.
Date of Next Council Meeting: 
Wednesday 8th May 2019 at 7.30p.m. in 
the residents’ lounge, Duffield Place. 
Please check noticeboard outside the 
Institute and/or the Council’s website  
www.marchamparishcouncil .gov.uk  
in case arrangements change.
Clerk to the Council: Mrs. L. Martin,  
90 Howard Cornish Rd, 01865 391833
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Plant Sale &  
Tea in the Garden

Sunday June 2nd  2-5pm
Prior’s Corner, Priory Lane
In aid of the new village 

facilities

FOR SALE
Pine table and 4 chairs for sale

£100 ono
Contact Ruth at the 
Post Office 391940
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Professional Tree Management throughout Oxfordshire

andrew@admtrees.co.uk
01865 391859
@admtrees

For a full list of services visit:

www.admtrees.co.uk

Tree removal
Crown thinning
Crown reduction and lifting
Sectional tree removals
Fruit tree pruning
Stump grinding
Hedge cutting

Seasoned logs and kindling 
delivered

£5M Public Liability Insurance

All work carried out to 
BS 3998:2010

HOME & GARDEN
Home & Garden  Maintenance 
All garden maintenance covered from lawn cutting to lawn care
* small garden designs * flower beds tidied/shrubs/bulbs planted 
* tree work - pruning/lopping/shaping etc * patios laid /cleaned 

*fencing & gates erected/repaired/painted *sheds erected/repaired
Most property maintenance covered 
* painting / decorating including outside
* tiling * all indoor jobs covered * small carpentry work
* guttering/replaced/cleaned * house removals& clearance 
Mr G. TIERNEY    Tel. 01865 730428     Mob. 07885550075

Free quotes & estimates  Email Gavin.Tierney42@hotmail.co.uk

Professional Window Cleaning/ 
Carpet Cleaning Service 

Also:  Gutter Clearance, Post/Pre-occupancy 
Cleans and Conservatory Valets 

For a thorough and reliable service call Tim 
Mobile:  07725002777 

 

Garner’s Estates & 
Landscapes

Landscaping for over 25 years
•	 Soft & hard landscaping
•	 Landscaping works including patios, paths, 

steps, driveways, decking, installing gates, 
turfing, stonework & drainage work

•	 Fencing, all types carried out including: close 
board, panels, trellis, willow hurdles, post & rail

•	 Tree & hedge planting
•	 Free Estimates
•	 Fully Insured & hold a Waste Licence
Tel:      07751 764144         01865 730936

Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com

T: 01235 221012 
M: 07974672579 
E: darren.downes72@gmail.com 
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 MADNEWS IS 40! & GMADW

MARCHAM WI – Spring 1997
There was an interesting survey asking for usage of a 
proposed Sports Hall facility at Denman College.  I 
wonder what happened to that - anyone remember?

More snippets from the past.
There are a few drawings of the village that 
were reproduced by Martin Thorne in years 
gone by – if anyone has any paintings, 
photos or drawings they would like to see in 
MADNews, just send them in!

Marcham and District News is 40!

▲	1996  
Drawing of Gozzards Ford by Wilfred Sleath

ANSON CLASS
This great photo 
from 2005 shows 
the children from 
Anson Class during 
a music session - 
anyone recognise 
themselves?

MAD event for your diaries – don’t miss it!
Marcham Community Group and the local church community 
are jointly planning a Great Marcham & District Weekend on 
27th-29th September 2019.  

This will raise much-needed funds to fit out the new 
Community Facilities. It will also mark Harvest Festival and 
celebrate 10 years of Marcham Moldova Lifeline with some 
funds going to projects in one of Europe’s poorest countries.   

Plans are firming up and local organisations are taking on 
fund-raising activities involving as many local people as 
possible in Marcham, Frilford and Garford.  

More details in future MADNews issues. 

To get involved or suggest ideas, please contact
jim.asher@btinternet.com (391727) or
neil.rowe.nsch@gmail.com (391168)

Events will include:
•	 Sunflower-growing 

competition (see p. 15)
•	 Flower, vegetables and 

produce show (start 
planting up your seeds 
now!)

•	 Dog show
•	 Vintage/classic car rally
•	 Treasure hunt on foot
•	 Gala dinner
•	 Harvest Festival BBQ
•	 Teddy Bears’ Picnic
•	 Historic walks and church 

tours
•	 Smart phone film 

competition

•	 Apple Day/juicing events
•	 Quiz night
•	 Pub games contests
•	 Fun run and family 

sports
•	 Archaeology exhibition
•	 Art and sculpture 

exhibitions
•	 Tea, cakes and ice cream

Working together for a big success!
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HOME & GARDEN
GARY CUDDON

Painter and Decorator
Fully qualified with 30 years experience

Providing a high quality service
Free quotations and fully insured

Local and friendly service
07827 752904     garycuddon@aol.com

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL SERVICES

■ Internet - extension points & improved wifi
■ Extra TV Points - for aerial and Sky (In HD!)
■ Sky TV - also foreign language satellite

■ Poor reception solved
■ Aerials - supplied & repaired
■ TV’s - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Abingdon 01235 239622

For high-quality design, installation, maintenance and
breakdown services, contact....

Andrew Mugleston
www.muglestons.co.uk  office@muglestons.co.uk

Office:01884 260122    Mob:07947 315860

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available

Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories  

Fascias & Soffits
Mark Berry

9 Stort Close,  
Didcot, OX11 7UR

NEW Tel: 01235 510608
Email: info@lotterywindows.co.uk

“Don’t let tax, tax you“
BBPS Accountancy Service

Bookkeeping
Self Assessment, Payroll,  

CIS, VAT
Auto Enrolment

Call: 01865 730064 
        07890 503392

Email: Alison@berrybps.co.uk 

01865 821250 
www.barn-store.co.uk

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

86x110mm 

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,  
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075

msharmanroofing@gmail.com

House - Flat - Apartments - Office

FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED

Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES

Tel 07721 679487 + 01235 524589

“MOVING ASSISTANCE”
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 MVS, EVENTS & MEETINGS

If you have a view on a local issue, want to thank people, 
congratulate success or publicise an event within or near 

the MADNews area, contact the editor 01865 391725 
editor@madnews.co.uk

before the deadline of 20th of the month
All personal adverts are free of charge

Further details:  
Sheila Dunford (391439) 

or Judith Fontaine (391275)

Tales of Hanney History
Andy Robertson

Andy Robertson of the Hanney History Group will be 
entertaining us with stories from the two villages - not least the 
traditional rivalry between East and West.  Was the annual tug-
of-war fixed and when did the battle of the church stones take 
place?  Maybe we'll find out on the night.

All Saints’ Church, Marcham 
7.30 pm Tuesday 14th May

www.marchamsociety.org.uk

Marcham WI 
Date:	 Thursday, 16th May
Time: 	 7.30pm 
Venue: 	 Denman College
Topic:	 Phil Sutton - Dogs for Good

In May our speaker will be Phil Sutton on 'Dogs for 
Good', exploring ways dogs can help people overcome 
specific challanges and enrich and improve lives 
and communities. This will be a very interesting and 
informative talk and we very much look forward to 
seeing you at the meeting. As this is also our resolutions 
evening do join us to find out more.
At our previous meeting we were taught, step by step, 
how to paint a picture. We all had the same subject 
but had free choice over the colour palette. A lot of fun 
was had and 24 lovely works of art are now decorating 
various homes to remind us of another great evening 
with our WI friends.

New members and visitors  
are always welcome 

For further information, please contact:
Pippa Hoath 01865 391349 pippahoath@gmail.com

MARCHAM SOCIETY MIDWEEK WALK:
Thursday, May 9th.
This month’s walk will start in the small Cotswold 
village of Combe, near Stonesfield; meeting at The 
Cock Inn, The Green (Map Ref: SP412159, OX29 
8NT) at 12.30pm for lunch or 1.30 for the walk of 
about 4 miles down into a lovely stretch of the River Evenlode, 
passing the North Leigh Roman Villa.
Ring Eric Dunford on 391439 for further details and car-sharing, 
especially if you are not on our email list as sometimes late changes 
have to be made. Members free, non-members £1. We always 
welcome new walkers.

Marcham Village Shop & Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG
Call us: Shop 391993 / PO 391940
Mon - Fri:	 07.30 - 17.30
Saturday:	 08.00 - 12 noon
Sunday:	 08.00 - 10.00

Last acceptance time for post:
Mon-Fri 16.45 & 10.15 on Saturdays

New range of pre-packed fresh meat 

We will be closed for both the May Bank Holidays:  
Monday 6th and Monday 27th May

If have difficulty getting to the shops, call us on 391993 
and we will get your essential supplies to you.

May: Lots of bags of sweets for only £1

POST 
OFFICE

®

20th Abingdon Air  
and Country Show
Sunday 5 May 2019
10.00am - 5.30pm

A fun day for all the family 
50+ aircraft fly-in - Abingdon 

Concert Band - Abingdon 
Traditional Morris Dancers - 

AeroSuperBatics Wingwalkers 
- Classic vehicles - Cornicopia 

Clog Dancers - Ex military vehicles - Flight Simulator Rides 
- Hawkwalk – Falconry Oxfordshire - Helicopter pleasure 
flights - Historic Army Aircraft Flight - Hot Air Balloons - 
Hovercraft Rides - Radio Days Big Band - Re-enactors 
- Remote controlled classic jets - Renegades Parachute 
Team - ROKiT Williams F1 Car - The Gazelle Pair - The 

Mangledwurzels - The Rockets Childrens Motorcycle 
Display Team - Trade stalls - Wallingford Dog Agility Team  

For more information visit 
www.abingdonairandcountry.co.uk

SINGING IS GOOD FOR YOU!
Tuesday 14th and Tuesday 28th May 
From 2 – 3.30pm in the residents' lounge  
at Duffield Place
•	 Sing a wide range of popular songs
•	 Get to know fellow villagers and 

forget your aches, pains and woes!
Phone 391270 for more details      
Christine Whild

NOTICE  OF  THE  ANNUAL  
MARCHAM  PARISH  MEETING

This year the annual meeting for electors will take place on 
Wednesday 15th May at 7.30 p.m. in the hall at Marcham 
Primary School.   
This is the meeting, open to all registered electors 
of Marcham, where you can raise issues about the 
village or wider parish, and discuss any local topics.  
The guest speaker will be Mr Christopher Brotherton from 
Thomas Homes who will give an update on the construction 
of the new community facilities.  

Light refreshments will be served. 
You are invited to take part
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Suppliers of aggregates and 
concrete for every need
Our products include: 

• ready-mixed concrete

• sand cement floor screed 
• decorative aggregate

• sand, gravel and stone 

Upwood Quarry open 
six days a week

T: 01865 390838

www.hills-quarry.co.uk @HillsQuarry

Bathroom specialist 
All trades covered 
All household plumbing and heating needs
Call Simon: 07765 654303
Email: info@scpplumbing.co.uk

O X F O R D
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

phone: 01865 326009
email: oxfordkitchens@aol.com

www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
Visit our showroom: 

1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

Luxury fitted kitchens bathrooms
and accessories

01865 326009
info@oxfordkitchens.co.uk
www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton,
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

LD Window Cleaning 
LD Offer a Quick Reliable Service

That Will Leave Your Windows GLEAMING
Also gutters and fascias

Text/Call 07984780066 or 01865 392859
Email leedancer81@yahoo.co.uk

Oxfordshire Roofing
and Building Services 
a good honest and reliable firm 

Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689
Flat Roofing	 Chimney Repointing
New Roofs	 De-Mossing
Guttering	 Tiling
Slating	 Facias 

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel:  01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

ALTERNATIVE

ENERGY
SOLUTIONS

For a FREE quotation or to find out more about 
solar electricity, tailored to suit your business 
or home, call us now on 01865 391241

Solar power uses cleaner  
energy that helps you save 
money - as well as safe  
guarding the environment

01865391241   .   office@aespv.com  .  www.aespv.com  

Solar electric panel installers 

Extensions
Conversions / Renovations

Carpentry
Stove Installations

07850347381
Tom@southoxfordshirestovesbuilding.co.uk

Preservation Specialist Treatments
Local Company Trading for 30 Years

All Plastering works undertaken internal & external 
To include plastering walls, ceilings and external rendering

Smooth, wet dash, pebble dash  
& K-Rend (assortment of colours)
Tel: 01865 735555 or 07774 233033

Email: pauleverley@aol.com
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL
NEWS FROM LITTLE ANGELS 
What we have been up to this month

Baby Room The babies have been very active this month in getting 
out and about in the local environment. Have you see them walking 
around the village in their pushchairs? They have been spotting the 
diggers and looking at the flowers blooming around Marcham. The 
babies have been regularly attending Toddler Group at Marcham 
Parish Church. It has been lovely to see the babies interacting 
with other children of their age range in the community. Since the 
weather has broken the babies have enjoyed a few trips to the local 
park in the sun, playing on the swings and down the slide! Our 
baby room have also enjoyed lots of Easter fun this month with 
Easter egg sensory trays emptying and filling the eggs as well as 
creating egg collages by feeling lots of different types of materials 
and spreading the sticky glue with their hands. It got very messy but 
we had lots of sensory fun!

Preschool Room We have been very engrossed in everything 
spring this month. The children have been busy planting their 
very own seeds and given the responsibility to water them every 
day. They have been watching them sprout and grow over the last 
month. We have been holding our own science experiment with 
flowers, placing some flowers in different coloured food colouring 
and the children have observed how the petals changed colours. 
We continued their learning by going for a  walk around the village 
spotting all the daffodils in bloom. We learnt all about the different 
named parts of the flowers and how they grow. We always follow 
the children’s lead at Little Angels; the children were so excited and 
engaged we brought some of our own flowers in and the children 
began to make observational paintings and drawings of the flowers 
some of our older children began to practise their emerging writing 
and began to sound out some of the initial sounds they could hear 
in the flowers' named parts! Our children have been getting very 
excited about Easter; the Easter bunny even paid a visit to little 
angels and they went on an Easter egg hunt all around the little 
angels setting.

After School Club Our big angels have been badminton crazy this 
month and we have begun ‘Badminton Mondays’, a session which 
the children planned and created. They are now running their own 
badminton sessions with the younger members of our After School 
Club family. Our big angels have also been very creative this month 
and written their very own plays and drama performances. They 
have written the scripts created costumes and then put on a show 
for their peers. The Easter bunny also managed to visit our after-
school club, the big angels enjoyed an Easter egg hunt around the 
school field. We hope all our big angels enjoyed their Easter break 
and come back to school feeling ready and fresh for another term 
of fun! 

Exciting News We are delighted to announce we have come Top 
5 in Europe for Community Impact at The Business Excellence 
Awards in Telford in April 2019 for the second year in a row! It is 
so lovely to be recognized for all the hard work we do and see the 
impact we have on the community. 

We also attended the FSB awards in April where we were a finalist 
for ‘Small Family business’ ad the Small Business Awards. It was 
lovely to sit back and relax for the evening and look back over the 
amazing achievements we have had over the last year and the 
exciting future to come!!

If you would like to be part of Little Angels Family, where our 
home is your home, please contact us on 01865 819992 or 

marcham@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk, 
see www.littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk 

and follow us on Facebook: littleangelsmarcham 

MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL
It's been a beautiful month... 
among other things, we've been 
preparing Easter decorations with 
some 'transient' art, and colourful 
stones.... many of our creative 
activities focus on the process of 
making, rather than an end product, and it was amazing 
to watch different children approaching this task in 
different ways.... some filled their egg shape, some 
followed the outline, some arranged their stones in a 
pattern both inside and out.... we took photographs of 
their art once each child felt that they had 'finished' 
but the beauty of being transient is that their art 
could change and be moved!  So for some children, 
they were never finished and shared their creativity 
in many ways through the one activity.
To celebrate new things and growth, we've also been 
exploring and planting a variety of seeds... however (in 
true early years fashion) we followed the children's 
interests and explored the minibeasts we found living 
in the old bag of compost!  There was a HUGE spider 
which caused much excitement, as well as big worms 
and little worms, ants, green cellar slugs (identified via 
google!), woodlice and snails... these turned out to be 
far more interesting than a packet of seeds....  let's 
hope our new 'friends' don't eat all our plants!

If you have a child under 5 please do get in touch 
to enquire about registering with Marcham Pre-
school.  We have lots of families wishing to join us for 
September 2020 and beyond - so it's never too early 
to apply.  Please ring 01865 392101 or email Marcham-
preschool@hotmail.co.uk for more details.
Nicky Sanford, 
Early Years Teacher, Marcham Pre-School 

01865 392101   Marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk
www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com

Are you looking for a reliable baby-sitter?
My name is Flora Mitchell, I am 16, live in Frilford and 
attend St Helen & St Katharine School in Abingdon.
I have had lots of babysitting experience with children of 
ages 5-13 including a week's overnight babysitting.
Next summer I am going on a charity-based expedition to 
Swaziland to build a schoolroom for children there and to 
do this I need to raise money for my expedition.

References available
Mobile: is 07710 984902

On behalf of Marcham Colts Football Club, we would 
like to say a huge Thank You to Richard Whittaker and 
Rachel Chapman for their dedication and commitment 
to the Colts Team over the past years and wish them well 
as they step down from the football club.

Marcham Colts are looking for players to join their U13's 
team next season (Children in Yr8 from September). 
If anyone is interested in joining the club, please 
contact Hayley Cousins (Treasurer) on 07748120601 or 
hayleycousins38@hotmail.com.



search for a local service online:   www.madnews.co.uk/adverts May 201910

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
architectural and planning services

party wall surveyor

john martin mciob mfpws

	planning & building control approvals   

	extensions, new homes, conversions

	party wall surveyor services   

	award winning designer

	 free initial consultation

	over 30 years of improving homes and the built environment

tel 01865 391833 mob 07710 858668  
email john.gmartin@hotmail.co.uk

90 howard cornish road marcham OX13 6PU

t/a Bob Nichols Vehicle Services 
Unit 3 Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane, 

Dry Sandford OX13 6EB
Call Bob Tel: 01865 730011 Mobile: 07715 707830

 
 
 
       

             
            Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Charging Installations for  
                                          Homes & Business 
                           
        Government OLEV Approved Charge Point Installer. 
                               Up to £500 grant available. 
                                        3 year warranty. 

                       info@PremierEV.net 
                               08000 146 216 

       
          Contact us for Service, Quality & Safety you can rely on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONTAINER STORAGE

•	 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon
•	 24 hour CCTV
•	 Easy Access
•	 Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk

www.oxonstorage.co.uk

xon 
torageS

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
M.O.T. STATION - NOW OPEN

Servicing – Diagnostics
General Repairs 
Tyres – Exhausts

Air Conditioning  – M.O.T.s
Courtesy Cars Available



MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.ukMay 2019 11

For Sale
Two John Lewis glass and chrome side tables in a 
contemporary style.  They are in very good condition with 
only minor signs of use.  One table has a small scratch on 
the glass which is hardly noticeable.  Measurements are:
Glass top:  60cm x 60 cm
Height: 56cm  Frame:  45cm x 45cm
Would consider splitting.  Can deliver locally.

Tel: 01865 391121  
or email charlesrussell789@btinternet.com

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 BOWLING & FOR SALE

Authors!
Would you prefer to be writing and creating your stories 
and articles than typing and formatting?  
Our experienced team offers:

• Audio typing from your recording
• Copy typing from your handwritten manuscript
• Formatting of your book
• Publishing your book in print and ebook/Kindle
• Creation of your own website
• Marketing advice to sell your book(s)

Find our more about our friendly efficient service, call us 
on 01367 246003 or email info@jmpublishing.co.uk

www.jmpublishing.co.uk

MILTON HILL BOWLING CLUB 
Potash Lane, Milton Heights, OX14 4DR

(next to Football Club) 
The club is holding an open afternoon between 14:00 – 17:00 
on Saturday 11th May 2019. Come and try your hand at Green 
Bowling, no booking is required, just turn up. Bowls are for 
all ages and a fun way to keep fit and 
flexible. No experience is necessary! 
We would prefer you to wear trainers, 
but overshoes can be provided. See 
our website for more details or contact 
Colin Trinder 01865 391718 

www.miltonhill.go-plus.net

For Sale
York Aspire Cross Trainer. 

Hardly used, vgc. £60
Tel 01865 392001

All while stocks last

Saturday 11 May 2019  9.00am – 11.00am
Milton Park overflow car park, Park Drive, Milton OX14 4SR (next to Allmakes Ltd)

Free compost giveaway!
Come and join us to fill your box, bag or container with locally produced 

compost for free – and don’t forget your shovel.*
*A maximum of 4 containers per person will be applied.

Free recycling 
goodies

Pick up kitchen 
caddies and liners

Citizens Advice boosts help for Universal 
Credit claimants
Citizens Advice has designed a new 
service to help you and speed things up if 
you are claiming Universal Credit for the 
first time but having problems with the 
application.
The "Help to Claim" service will be available in England 
from 1 April 2019 over the telephone, face to face, and 
online through “webchat” and Internet content.
We can advise on your eligibility, set up an email address 
or Universal Credit account, fill in the initial application 
form, get access to a computer, or arrange advance 
payments. We can also help you by ensuring that the right 
evidence is submitted with your form. And if you only 
need minimal help with your application, Citizens Advice 
can provide tips if you get stuck.
As part of its normal service, Citizens Advice also supports 
people who are already receiving Universal Credit.
The national Freephone number for Help to Claim is 0800 
144 8444. Telephone and webchat services are available 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
For any other issues you might need help with, please 
telephone the Citizens Advice Adviceline on 03 444 111 
444. Come and see us in person if you prefer. For locations 
of offices and opening hours see www.citizensadvice.
org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale

SUNNINGWELL & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
Cultivation of Orchids in the Garden by Dr Wilson Wall 
Thursday 9th May at 7.30pm in Sunningwell Village Hall

New & Non-Members welcome
Entrance fee: Members £2 Non-Members £3 

including refreshments
www.sdgc.org.uk
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Did you know we offer:

Servicing MOT Air Con refill Bodywork Diagnostics Repairs Recovery

Radley Rd Industrial Estate, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

01235 553055

Call us today for a no obligation quote

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.com
Email: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Like us on Facebook for regular offers and updates

Cars & light commercial (up to 17 seater), mini buses & vans up to 3.5 tonnes. 
Trailer, horseboxes and Caravans. Courtesy cars & vans available.

Martin Gilbert Motor Repairs Ltd

HALE AND SONS
GENERAL BUILDERS
FROM SOUTHMOOR

FULLY INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

CALL RICH 07903 496569
01865 820488

�� EXTENSIONS
�� ALTERATIONS
�� PLASTERING
�� KITCHEN AND BATHROOM FITTING
�� FENCING
�� ROOFING

ANY BUILDING WORK
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

01235 239001

WE’RE AN EXPERT:

All Drainage
CCTV Surveys
Soakaways & Cess Pits
Designed, Installed & Repaired
Drain Lining & Installation
Emergency Plumbing

•

•

•

•

•

•

WE’RE PROFESSIONAL:

No Call Out Charge
Fixed Prices
Work Guaranteed
Fix It Right First Time

•

•

•

•

oxford@draindoctor.co.uk

DrainDoctorOxford.co.uk
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M&A ELECTRICALS
The original electrical/lighting shop in Wantage 

Established in the early 60’S
Unit 8, Arbery Arcade, [behind Costa]
Market Place, Wantage, OX12 8AB

CALL 01235 762468
SPECIALIST LIGHT BULBS 

a full range of lamps [light bulbs] in stock
A SELECTION OF ORIGINAL we have accounts with many 

lighting companies. BESPOKE HAND MADE LAMPS we 
can make almost anything into a lamp for you

NEED HELP CHOOSING YOUR LIGHTS AT HOME 
GIVE US A CALL

SHADES a large selection in stock
REPAIR & RESTORATION OF LIGHTS  

& OTHER ITEMS
DON’T THROW IT HAVE IT REPAIRED!

ORDERS TAKEN PLEASE ENQUIRE
If it is electrical we can supply it!!

sales@mandawantage.co.uk    www.mandawantage.co.uk

JEM
CHIMNEY SWEEPING  

COMPANY LTD

 NO FUSS  NO MESS  NO PROBLEM 
OXFORD: 01865 772996	 DEDDINGTON: 01869 337500

MOBILE: 07711 443050	 STADHAMPTON: 01865 400244

Domestic Appliance Repairs
Service & Repair all Major Brands

Washing Machines - Washer Dryers - 
Tumble Dryers - Fridge Freezers - Ovens - 

Cookers - Hobs & Extractor Hoods

Fast, Reliable and Friendly Service
07507 111289

•• • • • • • •

STUART BECK
stuartb8989@icloud.com 

07983 431494
01235 759124

D & B TRADITIONAL 
WINDOW CLEANING
D & B Offer a Quick reliable Service  
That Will Leave Your Windows GLEAMING
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Local Events
£11,830

Donations
£8,380

Bank Balance
£20,925

5p Coins
8772

Membership
Voting: 102       Junior: 22

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 MARCHAM COMMUNITY GROUP

 

NUMBERS IN TOP BOXES FOR 15th OF PREVIOUS MONTH   

MEMBERSHIP:         VOTING           JUNIOR   

DONATIONS                                                  nearest 

LOCAL EVENTS                                               whole                 

BANK                                                               numbers 

5P COINS   

Page size is 
212 mm tall & 
180 mm wide. 
 
Side panel is 
212 mm tall & 
10 mm wide. 

MarchamCentre—the end of one era and start of a new! 
The end of March saw the demolition and removal of the old Marcham Sports, Scouts and Social Club 
(MSSSC) building, which had been a landmark on the field for nearly 40 years.  The first stage was built in 
1980 (funded by the cricket and football clubs) and extended in 1997 (funded by the Scout Association and 
MSSSC with local fund‐raising events), by a team of members and local volunteer tradesmen. It provided a 
much‐used facility, increasingly so when the Institute in North Street was closed in 2004. This has cleared 
the way to start ground work for the long‐awaited new community hall. 

The concrete base for the nursery has been completed and the site roadways have been built up. Tarmac 
was laid in early April and building structures will start to appear. We look forward to exciting times ahead. 
As we finalise our budget and business plan, we need to allow for all local groups who may wish to use the 
new facilities. Many have confirmed already. If your group expects to book facilities, please let us know as 
soon as possible what days(s)/time(s) you would ideally like, the size of facility (e.g. large hall, small hall, 
meeting room, MUGA), type of activity and any storage requirements (storage space will be strictly limited). 
This will allow us to fit requests into a regular timetable and help to identify any conflicts at an early stage. 
Please email your requests to chris.ricketts47@btinternet.com or jim.asher@btinternet.com.  
We will continue to keep you updated here. We also have updates and photos on our MarchamCentre 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/marchamcentre/ or @marchamcentre and on our MCG website, 
www.marchamcentre.org. We are happy to answer any questions you may have.  
As this project gathers more momentum, you can help by becoming a member of MCG (£5 per adult or £8 
per family) and/or by making a donation—please call or email for details, scan the QR code 
opposite or go to marcham.org/join. As a member, you have a vote in the election of 
trustees as well as providing financial support. Renewals are now due (from 1st April) ‐ we 
appeal to all existing members to re‐join as soon as possible to re‐affirm your commitment 
to the project.  Your support and help really is important now as we need to raise funds to 
fit out the new building early next year. 
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Marcham Community Group: Company No 7470307 Charity No 1144407 
 391727 (Jim)  admin@marcham.org www.marcham.org
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HOUSEHOLD / PERSONAL SERVICES
Louise Tierney
Mobile State Registered  
Hairdresser
Member Of The F.H.A. 

for all enquiries 
or to book an appointment please call.

Tel:   01865 730428    Mob: 07525 784807

Gabi’s Cleaning Service
If you need help to keep  

your house tidy please don’t  
hesitate to ring Gabi.

References are available

Cleaning
Ironing

07771 391209
gabipapp@icloud.com

 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in electrical and renewable 
products for the domestic and commercial markets.  Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
 
ELECTRICAL      RENEWABLE 
All household electrical works undertaken  Solar electric panel installations 
Fault finding & repair    Maintenance for solar panels 
Replacement consumer units   Electric car charging & Government grants 
Earthing & bonding     
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers      CONTACT US: 
Electrical inspections for home buyers & lettings Alternative Lighting Services Ltd 
Visual inspections     Email info@als-ltd.net    
Portable appliance testing    Office 01865 391241 Mobile 07739313994
     

 
 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in 
electrical and renewable products for the domestic and 
commercial markets. Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
ELECTRICAL 
All household electrical works 

undertaken 
Fault finding & repair 
Replacement consumer units 
Earthing & bonding 
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers 
Electrical inspections for 

home buyers & lettings 
Visual inspections 
Portable appliance testing

RENEWABLE 
Solar electric panel 

installations
Maintenance for solar panels
Electric car charging & 

Government grants

CONTACT US
Alternative Lighting Services
Email: info@als-ltd.net
Office: 01865 391241 
Mobile 07739313994

  

 
 

NICEIC Approved contractor and domestic installer 

MCS Accredited for solar electric (PV) panel installations  

Free estimates 
 
          Contact us: 
      Alternative Lighting Services Ltd      
      Email  ‐ info@als‐ltd.net 
      Office ‐ 01865 391845 
      

     All electrical works undertaken 

Full electrical home buyers surveys 

PAT Testing, Periodic testing and repairs 
 
 

                                 
 

  
  
 

NB Office Services
Qualified Bookkeeper with over 10 years’ 
experience in Office Management and PA

Telephone: 01865 392866
Mobile : 07775 690522

Email: Nicola.bunce@nbofficeservices.co.uk
T&Cs: Coupon can not be used in conjunction with other offers or discounts. Offer ends 31/03/19 

Coupon to be presented at appointment. Valid for one use only

Shellac • St Tropez Spray 
Tan • Waxing • Massage 
• Manicure • Pedicure • 

Tinting • LVL Lashes  
• Lash Extensions

Receive 50% off any treatment when you present 
this coupon at your appointment

Call: 07393 626470
www.blossombeautyoxford.co.uk

The Abbey Chiropody Clinic
Mr P J Neighbour & Mr P A Neighbour

HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists
14 Bath Street, Abingdon OX14 3QH

Tel. 01235 530577
www.abingdonchiropody.com

Surgery and Home Visiting Practice

01865 735842

Hand crafted wines from Oxfordshire’s oldest vineyard
Wines, gifts and conviviality

Shop open 11- 6 every Saturdays or by appointment
Drop in tours on the last Saturday of each month 

(£10 pp, 2 pm):
Please check website for updates

Open Weekend (English Wine Week):
Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 May

01865 390067     office@bothyvineyard.co.uk
www.bothyvineyard.co.uk Facebook: bothyvineyard
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 FRAN SIMMONS, BOOK EVENTS & SUNFLOWERS

Are you curious about what happens to your food waste 
and black bin? You can go on a tour to find out!
Food waste plant tours in Wallingford. All tours start at 10am and 
last around 1.5 hours.
•	 June 6th, August 7th, October 3rd, November 19th
Energy from waste plant – where the contents of the black bin 
goes to. This is based at the plant in Ardley, tours start at 10am 
and last around 2.5 hours.
•	 July 8th, October 31st
If you are interested in attending any of the dates please contact 
me and I can send you more information about the day. Tours 
spaces are limited and will be allocated on a first come first 
served basis.
Eleanor Bunn, Waste and Recycling Officer
waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk | 01235 422173 | Text 
phone 18001 01235 422173
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk | www.southoxon.gov.uk
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils, 
135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Milton, Abingdon OX14 4SB

DRAYTON SEQUENCE DANCE CLUB
Dancing Thursday Nights at 

Drayton Village Hall
7.30pm – 10.30pm

Admittance £2
Do you want to dance? 

Friendly club seeking new members
Further information 01235 531701

7.30pm Wednesday 8th May Kate Clanchy In 
Conversation
Listen to Kate Clanchy as she talks about her book Some 
Kids I Taught and What They Taught Me.
7pm Friday 17th May Crime Author Panel
Come along to Mostly Books for a spine-tingling night out 
with best-selling crime writers Cara Hunter, J.P. Delaney, 
Olivia Kiernan and William Shaw.
11am Saturday 18th May Fiona Barker with Danny and 
The Dream Dog
Fiona Barker will be at Mostly Books, with her trusty 
doggie sidekick, talking about her adorable book Danny 
and the Dream Dog. 
7.30pm Thursday 30th May Book Club Event with 
Claire Fuller
After the success of our first Book Club event in November, 
we are chuffed to pieces that the fabulous Claire Fuller 
is coming to Mostly Books to chat about her latest book, 
Bitter Orange. 
For details of all events go to www.mostly-books.co.uk

36 Stert Street, Abingdon-on-Thames   OX14 3JP
01235 525880

Congratulations to Fran Simmons, seen here (on the right) at 
the ceremony for the High Sheriff of Oxfordshire's community 
awards. People whose work as unsung heroes in many different 
ways were nominated and received a plaque.  The last award was 
awarded jointly to the County Youth Music Service, who enabled 
350 "disabled youth musicians" to perform with them at the 
Albert Hall.
Fran was nominated for services to the Oxfordshire Deaf Children's 
Society. Fran has also contributed to youth work in the village, 
starting with singing for toddlers in 1981.

Sunflower Extravaganza Alert!
As part of the exciting plans for the Great 
Marcham and District Weekend in late 
September, there will be a Sunflower-
growing Extravaganza in which all 
Marcham, Garford and Frilford residents 
are invited to participate. 
In the next few weeks, all houses in 
Marcham, Garford and Frilford will 
receive some free sunflower seeds with 
instructions about how to grow them outside. Then, later 
in the summer, you will be able (for a small fee) to enter 
your prize blooms in a competition for the most amazing 
sunflowers:  tallest, biggest, heaviest, most seeds, etc. 
There will also be sunflowers planted at a number of locations 
around our area. 
Sunflowers are an important agricultural crop in Moldova, the 
country where the Marcham Moldova Lifeline has initiated 
small development and support projects for the last 10 years. 
Because they have such cheerful flowers, the Marcham 
Moldova Lifeline has taken the sunflower as a positive symbol 
on its logo of the encouraging work we have been able to 
do with our local partners in that very poor country: water 
supply and seed for two drought-afflicted villages; improved 
equipment and teaching training in 4 remote village schools; 
communication training for the deaf community; house 
repairs; supply of winter food and fuel for elderly and disabled 
individuals – all with the generous support of people in the 
Marcham area. 
To celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Marcham Moldova 
Lifeline, a modest proportion of the proceeds from the Great 
Marcham and District Weekend in September will go to our 
next projects in Moldova. 
A sunflower celebration seemed an appropriate idea for the 
overall festivities. The sunflower seed has been generously 
donated, so there will be no overhead costs. The greater part 
of the weekend’s proceeds will go towards Marcham’s new 
village facilities.
So look out for your seeds arriving through your letterbox 
soon, and plant them straightaway to get off to a good start 
for the competition!

Thursday 16th May 
MARK HARRISON BAND
markharrisonrooysmusic.com
Doors: 7pm | Music: 7:15pm | 
Main act: 8pm Tickets: £15  
Online: musicattheunicorn.org.uk  
or  Mostly Books, 36 Stert St, 
Abingdon OX14 3JP (cash only)
Abingdon Unicorn Theatre OX14 3JB



Renew your Driver’s CPC in a week
Have you checked the expiry date on your  

Drivers Qualification Card?
Remember you must complete 35 hours certified 
training every 5 years to renew your Drivers CPC.  

Without completion you will not be able to  
drive a vehicle over 3.5t if your card has expired.

Smarter Transport Solutions have dates available 
to complete the required certified training before the 

September 2019 deadline for most drivers.
Training Locations at Reading, Heathrow & Oxford.

£325 including VAT and 
DVSA Upload Fee

(Each 7 hours training requires an  
£8.75 fee to be paid to the DVSA,  

that contributes to the issue of your new Card.)

www.smartertransportsolutions.co.uk
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PERSONAL SERVICES

Pilates & Yoga 
Exploring a mindful approach to your movement 
to help develop strength and flexibility and ease 
tension from mind and body. 

Daytime and evening classes in Marcham 

Andrea Buckingham 
07939 523083 

andreabkm@btinternet.com
www.andreabuckingham.co.uk

Unit A, 78 Cumnor Road 
Wootton, Boars Hill 
OX1 5JP                                                                
                                                                               Alison Day SFFHT 
01865 321777                                                            & Associates 
FREE PARKING                                           
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Visit our website for  the 
latest offers and news 

www.mybeautyroom.co.uk 

Avoid the gloomy weather 
and holiday in Florida –

Stay in our villa near Orlando
•	 Located in a private gated community
•	 Close to Disney World, all other major 

attractions and many golf courses
•	 4 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
•	 Sleeps up to 10 
•	 Air conditioned and fully equipped 
•	 Own swimming pool and covered patio
•	 Rent the villa from £495 per week

Tel: Mike & Vicki on 01865 390125 
or email vicki.jack702@gmail.com

HOLIDAYS

B&B Rafters

Abingdon Road	 Contact Mrs Sigrid Grawert
Marcham	 Tel 01865 391298
Abingdon, Oxfordshire	 enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk
OX13 6NU	 www. bnb-rafters.co.uk

Join us and discover  
a place to relax
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 MP'S REPORT, BIRDSONG & PLANT SALES
ED VAIZEY WRITES...
Some very good news – the Government have announced 
a £218million investment in roads and bridges for southern 
Oxfordshire.  This is not only great news for South 
Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse but for the whole 
of Oxfordshire. This is a great example of how councils working 
together with MPs, local businesses, community groups and residents 
can submit a significant bid to the Government resulting in success.
A number of constituents have contacted me with their concerns about 
the proposed change in Scanning services available at the Churchill 
Hospital in Oxford: the service was previously provided by Oxford 
University Hospital Trust but it was recently announced that NHS 
England had accepted a tender from a private provider InHealth to run 
the services. Whilst in principle I do not oppose competitive tendering 
for medical services I am concerned about the handling of this tender 
process by NHS England. I wrote to NHS England to ask for an 
explanation and I am pleased the decision is now under review.  No 
changes will be made to the current PET-CT service at the Churchill 
while this process is ongoing.
In Parliament Brexit continues to be the issue that dominates both the 
headlines and Parliamentary time. As I write this column some weeks 
in advance of its publication it is difficult to predict where we will be 
when you read this. I will continue to support the Prime Minister’s 
efforts to secure a workable withdrawal agreement and, if need be, 
vote to increase Parliamentary control of the process to avoid a no deal 
exit. I provide regular Brexit updates via email so please do contact 
my office if you would like to be added to that list.
In the constituency I have enjoyed visiting the Didcot Railway Centre 
for the unveiling of their new train (by none other than Prue Leith), 
Wallingford Museum, and the reopening of the recently renovated 
The Extraordinary Hare Pub in West Hendred. I have also met with 
GPs in Didcot, taken a walking tour along the A420 to see first-hand 
residents’ concerns, and been campaigning alongside local colleagues 
for the Council elections.
ED VAIZEY, MP Wantage and Didcot (Conservative)
www.vaizey.com

Contact Ed Vaizey MP by
Post The House of Commons, London SW1A OAA
E-mail dicksonce@parliament.uk 
Web www.vaizey.com
News Sign up at http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP
Tel 01235 768 888

Embedded Memories
At this time of year, now Spring is well 
and truly underway, I’m often asked to 
write and talk about how to recognize 
differing birds' songs.
No beating getting out there and 
practising bird recognition by 
connecting the birds seen with the songs heard.
That said, just getting out there and enjoying birdsong, 
and not worrying about which species we are watching 
or listening to is enough in itself.
For those who want to know which birds are singing, a 
tip for this is to try and align the sounds of the songs to 
personal memories. This embeds the sounds better.
Great Tit: These sound like a squeaky wheelbarrow's 
wheels.
Wren: Sounds like tiny machine guns.
Blackcap: Are like a set of Newton’s Balls on a coffee 
table clicking away.
Jay: Reminds me of a rusty nail being dragged over a 
metal cheese grater.
Song Thrush: Sings a selection of notes 3 times, then 
sings another selection 3 times, so on and so on.
Grasshopper Warbler: Sounds like a fishing line spinning 
away.
Chiffchaff: Makes just that sound, often with an extra 
note dropped in there.
Yellowhammer: Often sounds like they are saying “Little 
bit of bread and no cheeeeese pleaaaaase".
Wood Pigeon: Can be heard calling as though they are 
saying “Get off my toe Betty”.

Happy Gardening!
Stuart Mabbutt 
01865 747243 www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Due to local elections, 
Richard and Catherine Webber 

are now in purdah due to the forthcoming 
elections, and so there will be no contributions 

from them this month.

Wantage & Grove Lions are holding their 
annual grand plant sale plus second hand 
garden pots & other garden bits & pieces 
on Saturday May 11th 10am till 1.30pm

East Hanney British Legion hall.
hope to see you there

Riding for the Disabled Plant and Craft Sale 
Saturday 11 May 2019 10am-1pm

We will be holding a Plant Sale at Lower Lodge Riding 
Centre, Charney Road, Southmoor OX13 5HW. 

Refreshments will be available.
We welcome donations of plants for the sale. Either bring 
them along on the day or get in touch with the organiser 
Thank you in advance for your support  

for this fundraising event.
If you have any questions please 

get in touch with Sarah Wilkinson at 
sarahwilkinson123@gmail.com

Local Elections Thursday 2nd May 2019
Due to the building work on Anson 
Field, the polling station this year 
will be The Baptist Hall. Parking is 
limited at the hall, so please walk 
if possible and leave the parking 
space for those who can't walk 
or have to come from outside 
Marcham.
A map of the footpaths around the hall is available on 
the MADNews website - www.madnews.co.uk
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by.com
REPORT THEM TO THE COUNCIL WITH

TIRED OF POTHOLES
DOG POOP   VANDALISM
BROKEN STREET LIGHTING
FLYYTIPPING   LOOSE PAVING?

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk

PET CARE

If you would like to advertise 
your business or service in MADNews, 
contact adverts@madnews.co.uk
for more details:
2019 - 2020 Advertising Rates
40mm x 90mm – £65 pa
80mm x 90mm – £108 pa

NOW RECRUITING 
If you are a hard working individual who is passionate 
about local food we might have the job for you. We 

are looking for new people to join our team within the 
Farm Shop and Restaurant.

Please see our website for further information on 
current jobs.

Full and part time hours available.
For more information or for an application form please 

email: sally@milletsfarmcentre.com

www.milletsfarmcentre.com

Millets
FARM CENTRE

wordCloud90x80Marcham.indd   17 21/05/2017   18:58

Thomas Franks Ltd
Contract Caterers at Denman College

Is seeking some new employees 

Front of House Food Service Assistant
Salary: £16711.00

37.5 hours per week on 5 days over 7 day’s rota
Shift pattern predominantly 07.00hrs to 15.00hrs or 

13.00hrs to 21.00hrs
Dynamic outgoing personality able to deliver fantastic 

service with passion and style
- o O o -

Kitchen Assistant to support the Dishwashing process 
and supporting the chef team with food preparation.

Salary: £7130.00
Part-time 16 hours per week on usually 4 days of 4 hours 

over 7 days
Shift patterns will vary between 07.00hrs and 21.00hrs 

based on a normally 4 hours per day
- o O o -

Our ever fluctuating Student employees are beginning to 
do silly things like go off to University!!

We are looking for Students (must be at least 17 years of 
age) who are looking for a part time job locally

Pay rate: £8.57ph
We need people on Front of House waiting on working 
weekday and weekend evenings (predominantly 6pm to 

9pm) and occasional Saturday and Sunday day shifts and 
of course holiday work

- o O o -
Full training and uniform provided for all positions

To apply: E-mail your CV to 
humphrey.sheppard@thomasfranks.co.uk

RECRUITMENT

Town Furlong Cattery  
is looking for someone to help with feeding, 
cleaning and general administration. The 

role would start in June, and could either be 
a summer job or a longer-term position. 

Contact us at townfurlong@gmail.com  
for more information”
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 POLICE NEWSLETTER & BUTTERCUP WALK
Neighbourhood Team Newsletter for 
Marcham from Rich Osborn
Please follow us on Facebook www.
facebook.com/tvpsouthandvale and 
Twitter @tvpsouthandvale for regular updates from the South and 
Vale neighbourhood teams. Sign up to our alerts system at www.
thamesvalleyalert.co.uk to receive information related to crime in 
your area. 
Priority 1 – Burglary 
Overnight on the 8th-9th April, five sheds were broken into down 
Sugworth Lane in Radley and several thousand pounds of tools were 
stolen. It is believed that offenders entered via a field at the rear of the 
gardens. 
Thieves identify sheds and garages as easy pickings because they 
are usually fairly unprotected and lack basic security measures. The 
buildings often contain property that can be sold on or implements that 
can be used to force entry into the owner’s home. Many people fall short 
on basic security of their sheds and garages. No thief wants to hang 
about longer than they have to so delay the time it will take them to get 
their hands on your tools! Please keep your sheds in good condition 
and make sure they are secure. Buy a shed alarm and security mark 
all your tools to make them less desirable and increase the chance of 
them getting back to you if recovered. 
The neighbourhood team will be visiting all the residents of Sugworth 
Lane on the 27th-28th April to give crime reduction advice and discuss 
security marking. 
Burglary crime reduction advice 
Being burgled is a traumatic experience. It’s not just the financial cost of 
replacing stolen items, but also the emotional impact of feeling violated 
after a burglar has been in your home. 
You can reduce the risk of becoming a victim by looking at your home 
security through the eyes of a burglar. Think about how you would 
break in if you locked yourself out. You may be surprised at how easy 
it would be. 
To get started, simply download your FREE Home Security Guide 
from the Thames Valley Police website here: https://www.thamesvalley.
police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/advice/home-
security-guide/ 
Below are some quick practical steps that you can take right now to 
make your home more secure: 
• Ensure doors and windows are locked, even if you are just out in the 

garden. 
• Store house, window and car keys out of reach of windows and your 

letterbox. 
• Hide valuables so they can’t be seen from outside. 
• Mark your valuables with a UV pen or forensic marking kit as this will 

make it harder for thieves to sell the items. 
• Register valuables for free on the national property register at www.

immobilise.com and bicycles at www.bikeregister.com. 
• Trim back hedges and shrubs at the front of your property so that 

burglars have nowhere to hide. 
• Always lock sheds and garages to prevent access to tools that could 

be used to break into your home. 
• Plant thorny bushes around the perimeter of your garden to deter 

thieves from climbing in. 
• Gravel can be laid on driveways, paths and beneath ground floor 

windows which will make a noise when stood on. 
By working together we can build community resilience to deter burglars 
from targeting homes within the area. 
Priority 2 – Violence 
• David Evans, aged 50, of Turbeville Close, Abingdon was convicted 

of one count of Grievous Bodily Harm (GBH) with intent at Oxford 
Crown Court on Friday 5th April. He was found guilty by a majority 
verdict after a five day trial. It relates to an incident on 1st October 
2018 in Bath Street when Evans assaulted the victim, a 58 year old 
man leaving him with multiple fractures to his skull, facial area and a 
serious brain injury. He remains in hospital. Evans will be sentenced 
at Crown Court on 25th April. 

• Bernard Cowley, aged 37 of Tyrrells Way, Sutton Courtney, Abingdon, 
pleaded guilty to three counts of Actual Bodily Harm (ABH) at Oxford 
Crown Court on Tuesday (26/2) and was sentenced at the same 
hearing. Cowley was sentenced to four years and three months’ 
imprisonment. He was arrested on 11 November 2018 and charged 
on 22 November 2018.It is in connection with three incidents against 
the same victim on 4 November 2017, 3 November 2018 and 10 May 
2018.The victim, a woman in her thirties, was assaulted on three 

occasions at a property in Tyrrells Way. 
Priority 3 – Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) 
Over the last month there has been an increase in reports of drug 
usage and ASB in the vicinity of Albert Park. The team have increased 
their patrols in the area and subsequently several good stop checks 
have been carried out by the PCSOs. During the evening of Tuesday 
5th March three people were stop checked, subsequently they 
were all searched including the vehicle they were in on suspicion of 
possessing drugs. On Tuesday 26th March another male was stopped 
and searched in the same vicinity. If you have any information which 
could assist the team in tackling drug supply and usage, then please do 
contact the team (details at the end of the newsletter) or alternatively 
you can contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 
We have also had a recent report of ASB in the Abbey Meadows 
play area. This appears relatively low level at this time, and involves 
younger teenagers riding bikes in the play area where young children 
are playing. The team are patrolling the area in the afternoons and early 
evenings to deter the behaviour and engage with the young people. 
Offenders brought to justice 
• A 26 year old man from Abingdon was arrested for being concerned in 
the supply of Class A drugs. He has been released under investigation. 
• On 30th March, Keane Neal, aged 20 from Landseer Walk and 
Dion Lewis aged 19 of Grebe Close were arrested for a number 
offences related to vehicle crime and charged on 31st March. They 
both appeared at Oxford Magistrates' Court on 1st April. Lewis was 
remanded in custody and Neal was bailed. They will appear at Oxford 
Crown Court on 3rd May 2019. 
Community engagement 
• PCSO Blood and PC Barraclough attended the ‘Child Contact Centre’ 

and gave a presentation on ‘Drug Awareness’ to all the volunteers. 
• PCSO Blood, PCSO Bauer and PC Barraclough attended Abingdon 

School Careers Convention. They were joined by Assistant Chief 
Constable (ACC) Ross who was there to promote ‘Women in Policing’ 

• PCSO Blood and PCSO Haynes attended the ‘Passion Play’ which 
took place in the Abbey Gardens on Saturday 6th April. 

• PCSO Blood and PC Bryant security marked bikes at ‘The Abingdon 
Cycle Festival’ in the Market Place, Abingdon. 

• On Friday 22nd PCSO Miles Miller gave a lesson to Public Services 
students at Abingdon and Witney College around command structures 
and how the emergency services work together at major incidents. 
This was followed up with a station visit by the students on Friday 29th 
March, where they were shown the police station. 

• PCSO Selene Moquet gave a presentation at St Edmunds primary 
school about acceptable communication. 

• PCSO Sue Haynes and PC Keith Morton visited Sutton Courtenay 
Primary School to talk about what the police do. They even got to 
have a school dinner and go out with them for their lunchbreak in the 
playground! 

• PCSOs Lewis Quarterman and Clare Atkins will be visiting Cygnet 
Court to talk about personal safety to the elderly residents. 

Contact us: 
E-mail: AbingdonNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
Twitter: @tvpsouthandvale 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tvpsouthandvale 
Phone: 101 
Website: www.thamesvalley.police.uk. 

Buttercup Run 2019
a family 5km run & walk - Sunday 19th May
Manor Farm, Eaton, nr Appleton OX13 5PR

Join us for a beautiful run/walk through undiscovered 
stunning wildflower meadows, woods, ancient sites and finish 
along the banks of the River Thames. Everyone welcome - 
including dogs on leads - to run, walk or simply stroll through 
the countryside!
Bring a picnic to carry on the fun afterwards and enjoy the 
stalls and refreshments on offer from the Rotary Club.

To enter: go to www.yoco.online/buttercuprun
£15 per adult £5 per child £35 per family

Youth Challenge  
Oxfordshire
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH 
www.marcham-with-garford.org. uk 

 

Contacts:  
Rev. Canon Richard Zair 391319 vicar@allsaintsmarcham.org Jill Rowe Children’s and families Minister 390885 
families@allsaintsmarcham.org  Rosemary Siebert Associate Priest 07763330113 Rob Finch Youth Worker 
07888331708, rob@marchamyouth.org  Tamsin Gilbert Parish Administrator 391319 info@allsaintsmarcham.org 

 

Regular Sunday services at 10am & 6pm Youth Drop-in 5.30-8pm on Wednesdays Wednesday mid-week 
communion, 10.30am in Duffield Place Lounge. Village Cafe, Wednesdays 12pm at the Baptist Hall Friday 
Club, 5.30-6.30pm at All Saints’ Church (primary-age) 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

After so many years and months of planning and negotiation it is so encouraging to see how the new community 
hall facilities are making progress! This month should see the actual structure taking shape, and this is an 
encouragement for us, as a community, to pull together to make it happen well. 

This also prompts my thoughts to towards the special weekend at the end of September, when we shall be 
celebrating harvest, enjoying a great variety of events in the community to raise funds for the furnishing of the 
new hall facilities, and also celebrating the 10 year Marcham Moldova Lifeline connection with friends from 
Moldova at a special dinner in All Saints’. More about these events will be forthcoming in the months ahead. 

Having things to look forward to is often an encouragement to keep going in the present, not least when life is 
tough. I find that the month of May, with often warmer weather and nature blossoming all around us, really lifts 
my soul. The month closes with an important Christian celebration, which can be overlooked in the busyness of 
life and longer daylight hours, namely Ascension Day [Thursday 30th May].  

This remarkable event in the life of our Saviour Jesus, crowns the weeks of celebration of Easter. Jesus promised 
that He would return to His Father in heaven [John 16], and that when He did so, He would send the Holy Spirit to 
be permanently with His disciples – His living presence to be with them always, guiding, enabling, coaching them 
along the path of continuing discipleship and witness. Ascension Day celebrates Jesus’ return home, and is 
recorded for us right at the beginning of the book of Acts in the New Testament. We shall be celebrating 
Ascension Day in All Saints’ with an evening service at 7.30pm. 

I hope you will be able to enjoy this glorious month, with much to look forward to in both the wider community 
and in the church community. 
With my warmest greetings, 

Richard 

Revd Canon Richard Zair, Vicar 

 


