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Diary for June

Details of events may change after publication, please check 
with the relevant organisers before attending events

JUNE 2021 VOL: 43 NO: 6

▲ A cowslip lawn

▲ Welcome to MVS! see page 5

Date Event
11-13 Atom Science Festival – Sci Cache, Abingdon 9
12 Sat Oxfordshire Past 2021, online 9
16 Wed Arts Society: Raphael – Painter of Perfection,

11.00 & 14.00, online 
9

20 Sun Deadline for next issue of MADNews, 17.00 
Email editor@madnews.co.uk

21 Mon WI: Sarah Dean Kelly – Harold Shipman, 
19.30, online

7

23 Wed Mostly Books Interview: The Island Home by 
Libby Page, 18.30, online 

9

28 Mon Marcham Society: Mark Davies – The History 
of the Oxford Botanic Garden and Arboretum, 
19.30, online

7

▲ Cricket at Marcham
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GARDEN & HOUSE SERVICES

Professional Tree Management throughout Oxfordshire

andrew@admtrees.co.uk
01865 391859
@admtrees

For a full list of services visit:

www.admtrees.co.uk

Tree removal
Crown thinning
Crown reduction and lifting
Sectional tree removals
Fruit tree pruning
Stump grinding
Hedge cutting

Seasoned logs and kindling 
delivered

£5M Public Liability Insurance

All work carried out to 
BS 3998:2010

Garner’s Estates  
& Landscapes

Landscaping for over 30 years
•	 Soft & hard landscaping
•	 Landscaping works including patios, paths, 

steps, driveways, installing gates, turfing, 
stonework & drainage work

•	 Fencing, all types carried out including: 
close board, panels, trellis, willow hurdles, 
post & rail

•	 Free Estimates
•	 Fully Insured & hold a Waste Licence

Tel: 07751 764144 01865 730936
Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com

www.garnersestatesandlandscapes.co.uk

• tree removal • tree thinning • tree reduction  
• dead wood removal • stump grinding  

• landscaping 
•	£10 million public liability

•	City & Guilds Certified

07889 881 525 or 01491 651052

Home & Garden Maintenance 
All garden maintenance covered from lawn cutting to lawn care

* small garden designs * flower beds tidied/shrubs/bulbs planted 

* tree work - pruning/lopping/shaping etc * patios laid /cleaned 

*fencing & gates erected/repaired/painted *sheds erected/repaired

Most property maintenance covered 

* painting / decorating including outside

* tiling * all indoor jobs covered * small carpentry work

* guttering/replaced/cleaned * house removals& clearance 

Mr G. TIERNEY Tel. 01865 730428 Mob. 07885550075

Free quotes & estimates  Email g.tierney@btinternet.com

Suppliers of aggregates and 
concrete for every need
Our products include: 

• ready-mixed concrete

• sand cement floor screed 
• decorative aggregate

• sand, gravel and stone 

Upwood Quarry open 
six days a week

T: 01865 390838

www.hills-quarry.co.uk

T: 01235 221012 
M: 07974672579 
E: darren.downes72@gmail.com 

 



MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.ukJune 2021 3

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	
MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Annual Council Meeting
The annual meeting of the Council was 
held on 5th May and Michael Hoath was 
elected Chairman and Ruth Mander Vice-
Chairman.  The following working parties 
were established: A “green” group dealing 
with footpaths and climate issues, a group to 
deal with the Anson Field matters and liaise in 
the first instance with Marcham Community 
Group now that the Parish Council is the 
owner of the hall and multi-use games area, 
an allotment working party, play area working 
party, and administrative groups such as those 
reviewing policies and the effectiveness of the 
Council’s internal audit.
Parish Meeting
There is usually an assembly of electors 
each year with a guest speaker on a topic of 
local interest, plus reports from the Parish 
Council, the District and County Councillors 
and the Primary School. Owing to concerns 
for public safety, and the impact of Covid-19, 
the Council has taken the decision to cancel 
the meeting this year.  We look forward to 
arranging the next annual parish meeting 
which should be in spring 2022.
In the meantime, if residents have any 
parish issues they wish to raise directly with 
the Parish Council, then please contact your 
local parish councillor or the clerk.  Contact 
details are on the Council’s website www.
marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Garden Waste Collection
The Vale of White Horse District Council is 
upgrading their garden waste systems and 
is bringing back in-house from an external 
provider, the exchequer finance services 
and invoicing for the brown waste bins.  
Until the new systems are up and running 
there is a temporary halt on new customers 
being able to join the brown bin scheme.   
Residents who wish to have a brown garden 
waste bin can express an interest in joining 
the service, by registering at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/GW 
Further information is also available at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-
horse-district-council/recycling-rubbish-
and-waste/garden-waste/
Anyone registered for a new brown bin will 
be contacted as soon as possible to set up 
their new account.
Longfields Bus Shelter
The bus shelter had debris on the roof and 
dirty windows, and the Parish Council 
arranged, and paid for a cleaning firm to 
visit in April to clean it all thoroughly, and 
brighten it up. Unfortunately, no sooner had 
this been done, then graffiti appeared on the 
windows and bench seat inside.
Planning Applications considered by the 
Council
P21/V0903/HH Single storey extension 
to form compensatory living room space, 
following conversion of existing living 
space at 15 Abbots Grange. The Council 
had no objections, but commented that 
permeable ground remaining should be 
sufficient to handle water run-off.

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL & NOTICES
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Dear Readers
19th June marks the first anniversary of the 
handing over of Marcham Centre to the 
village – how time flies!

P21/V0967/LDP Erection of rear 
conservatory at 5 Barrow Close. The 
Council had no objections.
P21/V0983/HH Demolition of conservatory 
and erection of 2 storey rear extension to 
form new bedroom and ensuite.  Extend 
existing bed 3 over garage and form ensuite 
at 4 Hyde Copse.  The Council commented 
on the loss of permeable ground and 
drainage implications.
Date of Next Council Meeting: 
Please check the Council’s website www.
marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk for the 
latest information
Clerk to the Council:  
Mrs. L. Martin, 90 Howard Cornish Road 
Tel: 01865 391833  
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

The B I G  M A R C H A M  
W E E K E N D 

27th - 29th August 
Come one, come all  

to the Carnival!
•	 Be part of the Carnival 

procession
•	 Showcase your talent at 

Marcham's  Got Talent
•	 Organise a stall to sell your 

products/advertise your 
business

•	 Dance the night away to 
the ‘Torn of Strips’ (Adults 
Only, tickets on sale soon)

•	 Register your interest 
at coordinator@
marchamcentre.org

You will not want to miss it! 
So please keep this whole 
weekend free in your diaries. 
More information to follow…..

Freegle
it's like online dating for stuff

Got stuff  you don't need?  
Looking for something?

We'll match you with someone local 
All completely free

ilovefreegle.org

Until next time
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Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied, repaired and poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations also foreign TV
■ Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned
■ CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Abingdon 01235 239622

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories 

Fascias & Soffits
Mark Berry

9 Stort Close,  
Didcot, OX11 7UR

NEW Tel: 01235 510608
Email: info@lotterywindows.co.uk

 

01865 821250 
www.barn-store.co.uk

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

86x110mm 

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

“MOVING ASSISTANCE”

HOUSE & GARDEN SERVICES

House - Flat - Apartments - Office
FURNITURE MOVED / 

TRANSPORTED
Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES

Tel 07721 679487 + 01235 524589

Oxfordshire’s best source 
of reclaimed wood
One stop wood shop
for your DIY projects

www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk

Find us at: 4 Su� olk Way, Abingdon OX14 5JX
Tel: 01235 861228

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8.30am-4.30pm

Sat: 9.00am-3.00pm

Good quality soft and hard wood reclaimed timber in many sizes and at 
economical prices. Sca� olding boards, pallet wood, plywood, natural edge 
native hardwoods and a fabulous range of reclaimed wood furniture.

 

CONTAINER STORAGE

•	 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon

•	 24 hour CCTV

•	 Easy Access

•	 Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk

www.oxonstorage.co.uk

 SS  
xxoonn  
ttoorraaggee  
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 NOTICES & MVS

POST 
OFFICE

®
Our current hours

Now open until 10.30 on Saturdays
Mon, Wed, Fri:	 08.00 - 17.30
Tue & Thur:	 08.00 - 13.00
Sat:	 08.00 - 10.30
Sunday:	 Closed
If you would like to volunteer to help, 

leave your details in the shop and 
Tash will be in touch

Marcham Village Shop  
& Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG
Call us: Shop 391993 / PO 391940

Facebook: marchamvillageshop

Volunteers enjoying 
the BBQ on the patio 

on 22 May!

ARE YOU READY TO 
VENTURE OUT AGAIN?

Abingdon & District Volunteer 
Centre has re-opened the office in the 
Baptist Church at 35 Ock Street. We 
are looking for office volunteers and 
driving volunteers as several of our 
drivers have retired. Call Abingdon 
(01235) 522438 and the office is 
staffed (hopefully) from 10am to 
around midday. Anybody interested 
in offering their services can mail me 
at malvin@ic24.net.
MALVIN DRAKLEY

2 people in the shop and 
1 at the PO counter,
please wait outside  

until you are called in. 
Please wear a face covering 

and sanitise your hands

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
- VACANCY

The Council has a vacancy for a councillor. 
It is the tier of local authorities closest to 
the people and provides local services 
within the parish.  It acts as a consultee on 
many issues putting forward the views of 
residents.  The Council meets 11 times in 
the year to discuss matters relating to the 
village and immediate surrounds.  
If you are interested in the life of your 
village, the local environment, traffic, 
recreational facilities, planning, housing, 
and want to make an active difference to 
your community, then please volunteer to 
join the Council and help make the local 
decisions that affect us all.
If you are interested in joining or just 
want to find out more about the role, then 
please contact Linda Martin, Clerk to the 
Council, on 01865 391833 or email clerk@
marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

We now sell a 
range of  

Matthews flour as 
well as Wessex.

Customs Declarations
Due to the new regulations separating the UK from the rest of the world, we 
now have to complete a customs declaration to send parcels abroad – this 
includes the Channel Islands and BFPO parcels. We can supply the correct 
form to fill in and give you extra copies if you regularly send parcels abroad 
so you can complete them before you bring your parcels to the PO.

This is the guidance from Royal Mail:
Use BLOCK CAPITALS to complete the form
•	 Select the nature of goods for the contents, ie Sales of Goods, 

Returned Goods etc
•	 Describe each item accurately e.g. ‘Men’s cotton shirt’.  Generic 

descriptions such as ‘clothes’, stock numbers, or print/design 
descriptions are not acceptable.

•	 For each item, provide the total quantity, weight and value. We can give 
the overall weight of the items but if you have more than one item in the 
parcel you will need to weigh them before you pack them.

•	 Write the currency if it is anything other than GBP, for example CHF for 
Swiss Francs.

•	 The overall totals should be added in the boxes.
•	 Sign and date the form. This confirms your liability for the item in terms 

of the contents of the parcel. 
•	 Write your name and address on the CN22 if there’s an allocated 

space for it, otherwise it should be written on the top left corner of your 
package. This is required by overseas customs authorities and will help 
us to return your item if they won’t allow it into their country.

•	 Fix the form to the outside of your package. 
•	 If you’re using form CN23 for goods worth £270 or over, use the plastic 

wallet available from us.
•	 If you are using a tracked/signed for service we will give you a customs 

declaration without a barcode but you complete the form in the same way.

Share your experience of getting 
treatment for ear wax

Have you sought help or advice from a GP 
in Oxfordshire about an ear wax problem in 
the last two years?
If so, Healthwatch Oxfordshire would like 
to hear about your experience, including 
what advice you were given, what treatment 
you received and how much this cost. Have 
your say by completing an anonymous 
online survey at www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
earwax-removal/
Healthwatch Oxfordshire will pass on 
what it hears to local health providers and 
commissioners to help shape the support 
people need and improve services.
To talk with someone about your 
experience you can contact Healthwatch 
Oxfordshire on 01865 520520 or at hello@
healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk 
Please also get in touch if you would 
like a paper copy or translated 
version of the survey.
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Bathroom specialist 
All trades covered 
All household plumbing and heating needs
Call Simon: 07765 654303
Email: info@scpplumbing.co.uk

Oxfordshire Roofing
and Building Services 
a good honest and reliable firm 

Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689
Flat Roofing	 Chimney Repointing
New Roofs	 De-Mossing
Guttering	 Tiling
Slating	 Facias 

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel: 01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

GARY CUDDON
Painter and Decorator

Fully qualified with 30 years experience
Providing a high quality service

Free quotations and fully insured
Local and friendly service

07827 752904 garycuddon@aol.com

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available

Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

architectural and planning services
party wall surveyor

john martin mciob mfpws

	planning & building control approvals 

	extensions, new homes, conversions

	party wall surveyor services 

	award winning designer

	 free initial consultation

	over 30 years of improving homes and the built environment

tel 01865 391833 mob 07710 858668  
email john.gmartin@hotmail.co.uk

90 howard cornish road marcham OX13 6PU

Moss Removal

Roof Cleaning

Softwashing

Biocide Treatments

Contact Jake

07971 669 751
info@mossinator.co.uk
www.mossinator.co.uk

Moss Removal

Roof Cleaning

Softwashing

Biocide Treatments

Contact Jake

07971 669 751
info@mossinator.co.uk
www.mossinator.co.uk

JEM
CHIMNEY SWEEPING  

COMPANY LTD

 NO FUSS  NO MESS  NO PROBLEM 
OXFORD: 01865 772996	 DEDDINGTON: 01869 337500

MOBILE: 07711 443050	 STADHAMPTON: 01865 400244

Did you know we offer:

Servicing MOT Air Con refill Bodywork Diagnostics Repairs Recovery

Radley Rd Industrial Estate, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

01235 553055

Call us today for a no obligation quote

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.com
Email: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Like us on Facebook for regular offers and updates

Cars & light commercial (up to 17 seater), mini buses & vans up to 3.5 tonnes. 
Trailer, horseboxes and Caravans. Courtesy cars & vans available.

Martin Gilbert Motor Repairs Ltd
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 WI, MARCHAM SOCIETY, CAFE & PUZZLE CORNER

We Have Re-Opened!
Come and try our our pop-up café on Saturday  
mornings from 9am–11.30am. 
There will be bacon and/or egg butties, cakes 
and drinks on offer at the Marcham Centre. 

If you are interested in volunteering for our pop-up café, 
please do get in touch. There are a lot of opportunities 
to help.

Website: www.thirstycafemarcham.co.uk
Email: hello@thirstycafemarcham.co.uk
Phone: 07871 208811, Mon–Fri, 9am–12 noon 

Marcham WI 
Next Meeting: 

7.30pm Monday, 21st June 2021  
via Zoom

Speaker: Sarah Dean Kelly – Harold Shipman.

We all very much enjoyed the talk by our speaker in April, 
Sarah Dean Kelly, who spoke about her trek to the Arctic to 
raise money for Manchester's Maggie's centre.  So, we are 
delighted to be able to welcome Sarah again to our June 
meeting, when she will be talking on a completely different 
topic, Dr Harold Shipman.  

In 1997, Sarah found herself in the eye of the storm, when 
she received a call at work to tell her that a local GP was 
being investigated by the police. Sarah was a Press Officer 
at Greater Manchester Police and she subsequently found 
herself managing the communications between the media 
and the police, for an investigation into Britain’s most prolific 
serial killer and an inquiry that became international news.

We look forward to seeing you on the night 
for an interesting talk.

For further information, please contact: 
Pippa Hoath 01865 391349 pippahoath@gmail.com

7.30pm Monday  
28th June
on Zoom

The History of the  
Oxford Botanic Garden and Arboretum

by Mark Davies 
Mark Davies is an Oxford local historian, author, public 
speaker, guide, and publisher specialising in the history of 
non-University Oxford.

Oxford University’s Botanic Garden is the oldest in Britain, 
founded in 1621 and so it is now 400 years old. Mark’s talk 
is about the History of the Garden and those who have cared 
for it over the centuries. For example he will tell us about 
the first keeper who was Jacob Bobart, the ‘German Prince 
of Plants’, famed both for his horticultural skill and also his 
eccentricities.
So his talk will be about people rather than just about the 
plants and trees!
The Marcham Society plan a group visit to the Botanic 
Gardens mid-July. If you are interested, please email: shirley.
marsoc@gmail.com.
Marcham Society members will be sent the Zoom link 
automatically. There is a £3 donation for non-members 
wishing to join the talk.

To join us, please contact:  
membership@marchamsociety.org.uk

www.marchamsociety.org.uk
Facebook: marchamsociety

Puzzle Corner
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

TEA TIME TEASER This month all the expressions 
celebrate the reopening (we hope) of cinemas. The 
following are well known catch phrases from classic 
films. Can you work out what they are, and which 
films they come from?
1. D I F L? Well D Y P?
2. W S F B A A nice C
3. Y T to M?
4. H L at Y K
5. I G T make H A O he C R
6. W W G W don't N R
7. I L T S O N in T M
8. M T F be W Y!

Answers to last month's expressions and sayings: 
1. May You live In Interesting Times
2. Beware The Ides of March
3. The Darkest Hour Is just Before Dawn
4. Ne'er Cast A Clout till May Is Out
5. As Mad as A March Hare
6. Tomorrow Is another Day
7. One Swallow doesn't Make A Summer
8. Rome Wasn't built In A Day
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Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,  
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075

msharmanroofing@gmail.com

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in electrical and renewable 
products for the domestic and commercial markets.  Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
 
ELECTRICAL      RENEWABLE 
All household electrical works undertaken  Solar electric panel installations 
Fault finding & repair    Maintenance for solar panels 
Replacement consumer units   Electric car charging & Government grants 
Earthing & bonding     
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers      CONTACT US: 
Electrical inspections for home buyers & lettings Alternative Lighting Services Ltd 
Visual inspections     Email info@als-ltd.net    
Portable appliance testing    Office 01865 391241 Mobile 07739313994
     

 
 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in 
electrical and renewable products for the domestic and 
commercial markets. Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
ELECTRICAL 
All household electrical works 

undertaken 
Fault finding & repair 
Replacement consumer units 
Earthing & bonding 
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers 
Electrical inspections for 

home buyers & lettings 
Visual inspections 
Portable appliance testing

RENEWABLE 
Solar electric panel 

installations
Maintenance for solar panels
Electric car charging & 

Government grants

CONTACT US
Alternative Lighting Services
Email: info@als-ltd.net
Office: 01865 391241 
Mobile 07739313994

  

 
 

NICEIC Approved contractor and domestic installer 

MCS Accredited for solar electric (PV) panel installations  

Free estimates 
 
          Contact us: 
      Alternative Lighting Services Ltd      
      Email  ‐ info@als‐ltd.net 
      Office ‐ 01865 391845 
      

     All electrical works undertaken 

Full electrical home buyers surveys 

PAT Testing, Periodic testing and repairs 
 
 

                                 
 

  
  
 

M&A ELECTRICALS
The original electrical/lighting shop in Wantage 

Established in the early 60’s
Unit 8, Arbery Arcade, [behind Costa Coffee]

Market Place, Wantage, OX12 8AB

*** WE ARE NOW OPEN ***
8.30am - 2pm

Monday - Saturday
We specialise in all things 

electrical particularly –
SPECIALIST LIGHT BULBS

RESTORATION & REPAIR OF LAMPS 
AND OTHER ITEMS

BESPOKE HAND MADE LAMPS-.
ACCIDENTS HAPPEN, THINGS BREAK 

IF YOU NEED HELP/ADVICE PLEASE CONTACT ME 
[Peter] VIA THE E-MAIL BELOW OR 

PHONE 01235 771695/07770586877 
[You can leave a message]

01235 762468

sales@mandawantage.co.uk  www.mandawantage.co.uk
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 UPCOMING EVENTS

THE ISLAND HOME - LIBBY PAGE
Mostly Books will be interviewing bestselling novelist Libby Page 
about her latest novel The Island Home which publishes on 24th 
June. The Island Home is a heart-warming and feel-good story 
about family, community, and place which will enthral and soothe 
readers in equal measure. So join us for a chat with one of our 
favourite feel-good authors on Wednesday 23rd June at 6:30pm. 
Audience members will also have a chance to ask Libby questions 
about the book in a Q&A session. 
Tickets are priced at £12.99* for the book & online event access, 
or £5* for online event access only. Mostly Books Cosy Club 
members have reduced price book & online access of £10.99. 
(*Plus booking fee). 
Tickets can be purchased through Eventbrite: https://www.
eventbrite.co.uk/e/author-special-the-island-home-by-libby-
page-tickets-152354681955.
Mostly Books is an independent 
bookshop at 36 Stert Street, Abingdon 
OX14 3JP Call 01235 525880  
or email books@mostly-books.co.uk

Advance 
tickets

English
Wine & Food
Festival

Buy tickets now at:
englishwineandfoodfestival.co.uk

Discover fabulous 
local wine and food

Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th July

11am to 5pm
Ticket includes:
• Tasting glass & programme

• Wine tastings

• Vineyard walks

£8
On the 
day tickets £10
Children go free

Opportunity to buy:
• Local artisan food

• Wine (glass/bottle)

• Hot & cold drinks

Venue: Brightwell Vineyard, OX10 8LJ

Oxfordshire Past this year will take 
place online on Zoom. It will be held on 
Saturday 12th June and it will include the 
OAHS Annual General Meeting, followed 
by short talks providing an overview of 
work and research that has been carried 
out in the county over the last year. 

The speakers include:
•	 Geoffrey Tyack, OAHS President
•	 David Radford, Oxford City Planning Archaeologist
•	 David Clark, Oxfordshire Buildings Record
•	 Jacqueline Pitt, Oxfordshire HER
•	 Simon Townley, Victoria County History
It is free to attend – to book your place go to 

oahs.org.uk/oxpast.php 

11 - 13 June 2021
www.atomfestival.org.uk

Abingdon’s #ATOM2021 Sci Cache Challenge
The Sci Cache Challenge will consist of a network 
of QR coded plaques at locations around the centre of 
Abingdon. Grab a map, locate the plaques, and scan each 
one to access an activity, website link or other information 
from our supporting organisations. The more stations you 
find, and the more activities you complete, the more points 
you'll get - and a chance to win a science-themed prize.

11 September 2021
For tickets and more details go to
www.abingdonairandcountry.co.uk

The Arts Society Abingdon (ex ADFAS) are 
presenting an ONLINE Webinar on  

Wednesday 16th June 2021,  
11.00am and 2.00pm

Raphael: Painter of Perfection
by Paula Nuttall 

Raphael was one of the greatest 
and most influential of all painters – 
a superstar even in his own lifetime, 
who remains a byword for classic 
perfection. Charting his astonishing 
artistic evolution from his early 
years in Florence, Paula looks at his 
meteoric rise to fame at the papal 
court in Rome, to his sudden death 
at the height of his powers aged 
only 37.
Visitors/non-members are very 
welcome to view this lecture, cost 
£6.00. If you would like to view online 
please email info@theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk for further 
information on payment and to receive the link. (approx. 48 
hours before the lecture along with Arts Society Members)
For more information on future lectures and other activities 
see www.theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk or email info@
theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk 
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“Don’t let tax, tax you“
BBPS Accountancy Service

Bookkeeping
Self Assessment, Payroll,  

CIS, VAT
Auto Enrolment

Call: 01865 730064 
 07890 503392

Email: Alison@berrybps.co.uk

Professional Window Cleaning/ 
Carpet Cleaning Service 

Also:  Gutter Clearance, Post/Pre-occupancy 
Cleans and Conservatory Valets 

For a thorough and reliable service call Tim 
Mobile:  07725002777 

 

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

• CURTAINS •
• ROMAN BLINDS • 

• CUSHIONS •
• LAMPSHADES • 

Friendly, personal service
FREE, no-obligation estimates

Everything individually hand made to meet  
your requirements

Bespoke

For a FREE estimate, contact: 
MELANIE LEGGETT 

www.windrushbespoke.com
07775 571683 / 01865 821139

WindrushAd_A4.indd   1 05/04/2021   23:51

Have you got a business that could 
benefit by being advertised to over 
1000 homes in the Marcham area 

every month?

Contact us for more details

adverts@madnews.co.uk

THIS MESSAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT COUNCIL

Use
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SPACE
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OUR TEAM

facehands space fresh air
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 MARCHAM CENTRE

The opening of the Marcham Centre Bar outside has been 
really successful and well supported by the village. There were 
plenty of positive posts and images on @marchamcentre.

Marcham Centre has now opened up for a range of 
community activities following the change in official Covid 
rules on May 17th (step 3 of the roadmap out of lockdown). 
Up to 6 people or 2 households can now meet indoors (and 
up to 30 people outdoors). 

The Bar is now open indoors for table service, albeit with 
limited seating available. Table service will continue to be 
applied on the patio area. Regular Bar opening times are:

Wednesday evenings 7pm - 11pm;  
Friday afternoons / evenings 4pm - 11pm;  
Saturday afternoons / evenings 4pm - 11pm;  
and  Sunday midday - 3pm. 

Thirsty Café is planning to open up further in June. Please 
visit www.thirstycafemarcham and @thirstycafemarcham 
for the latest information.

Indoor Exercise classes and Activities are now taking place, 
such as Pilates, Clubbercise, Karate, Cubs and Hartbeeps 
(parents with babies/toddlers). www.marchamcentre.org 
will soon be carrying contact information for all the Hall 
users.  Short mat indoor Bowling is starting in June and will 
be on every Monday from 2pm-5pm and on the first Monday 
evening of each month from 7pm-10pm. Table Tennis will 
also be on Wednesday evenings from 7pm - 10pm. Both of 
these events are MCG initiatives and we encourage all age 
groups and beginners as well as experienced players. Turn up 
on the night with family or friends, or on your own, to play 
against whoever is there.

Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, Marcham OX13 6TY
enquiries@marchamcentre.org  
www.marchamcentre.org
Operated by Marcham Community Group  
Registered in England 7470307  
Charity No. 1144407

With the Field now open it is great to see so many people 
fully enjoying the space. Thank you for treating the field 
with respect and refraining from walking over the `roped off` 
cricket square area, it is much appreciated. When Cricket 
is being played (usually a Saturday) please take care when 
entering the field from Tower Close. It would be good to 
see some of you as spectators (being particularly careful, of 
course, of flying cricket balls!).

The MUGA is open from 9:00 am until 9:00 pm for people 
playing sport or other physical activities or coaching. It is not 
available for social gatherings. Maximum 2 households. If you 
are keen to play Tennis and be part of the new tennis club, 
(better still, if you are also interested in helping to organise 
it in some way), please contact Zoe Barnes. zoe_1110@
hotmail.com

Last but not least, don’t forget the August bank holiday Big 
Marcham Weekend (27th, 28th, 29th August). The MCG 
Events team continue to make preparations for this bonanza 
weekend which will be full of fun activities for all. 

Please keep safe by remembering to socially distance, wear 
masks indoors and use hand gel.

Hands – Face – Space - Air
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Kilbey & Clarke          
Will Writers and Estate Practitioners 

• Local, friendly, Professional  with home visits
•

Nigel Kilbey Member SWW   
07734051258/01235868266

www.kilbeyandclarke.co.uk 
wills@kilbeyandclarke.co.uk

* Wills & Will storage from £125
* Lasting Power Of Attorney from £195

to include certified copy for each attorney
* Inheritance Protection
* Probate
* Guaranteed Funeral Plans
* Local, friendly, professional with home

visits

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

I create photo books for all occasions:  
for a big birthday or a special occasion,  
a memorable holiday or an annual book. 

Whether for yourself, a friend or a loved one, 
I can help you to preserve those memories. 

Facebook/Simplyphotobooks  simplyphotobooks@gmail.com 

 Simply Yearbooks
 Simply Birthdays
 Simply Weddings
 Simply Babies
 Simply Holidays
 Simply Memories
 Simply Portfolios

Home Extensions, Alterations 
and New Builds 

 
Plumbing and Heating  

Gas and Oil Boiler Servicing, 
Repair and Installation 

 
We are a family run, local business with over 35 
years experience.  No job too big or too small. 

Contact us for a quotation on 
01865 321183 

 
Email: enquiries@mansbridgeconstruction.co.uk  

www.mansbridgeconstruction.co.uk 

NB Office Services
Qualified Bookkeeper with over 10 years’ 
experience in Office Management and PA

Telephone: 01865 392866
Mobile : 07775 690522

Email: Nicola.bunce@nbofficeservices.co.uk
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
Thank you for the feedback to say you have 
enjoyed seeing what children at Marcham 
School have been up to. We send termly 
newsletters to the children’s families to give 
an insight into what is being studied. They are 
also uploaded to our website. Please do take 
a look… 
www.marcham.oxon.sch.uk/class-pages 
This term, Pandas (or reception 
class) are studying the topic ‘Little 
People, Big Dreams’ and have 
been exploring the lives of some 
extraordinary people who began life 
as children with dreams. They will 
be having a dress up day and come 
dressed as a profession they would 
like to be when they grow up. They 
will consider the roles of scientists, 
athletes, dancers, musicians, 
artists, policemen, doctors and 
many other occupations. 
Tigers, year 2, are studying the 
topic ‘How does your garden 
grow?’ and their lessons follow this 
theme, for example in Science they 
are discussing the 7 life processes, 
understanding why an animal lives 
in a particular habitat and they 
have been creating food chains for 
animals in some of these. 
Meercats, year 4, are exploring the 
continent of Europe, paying close 
attention to the country of Spain. 
As part of this they have studied 
climate zones, discussed Spanish 
culture, tasted the delicacy of 
tapas, painted like Picasso and will 
partake in a Spanish festival. No 
puedo esperar! 
Giraffes, year 6, are studying the 
Ancient Greeks. They are learning 
how Greek society was organised, 
about Greek warfare, daily life and 
have been considering the legacy 
of this ancient civilization. 
We have shared some photos 
of the children’s work with you 
here. All of the classes have been 
working hard and we will visit the 
others in the future. 
The school is also looking for some 
people from our local community 
who may be able to lend their skills 
to our website and working with the 
governing body.
Photographer wanted! 
Are you a keen photographer? Do 
you have the knack of capturing that 
moment that speaks volumes? We 
are looking for someone who would 
be willing to take some photos for 
our school website. We are keen 
to make this a really vibrant and 
welcoming information source and 
recognise that some of our photos 
are dated. If you think that is something that you could do, please 
contact the school office. We would be pleased to hear from you. 

Clerk to the Governing Body 
•	 Do you fancy a challenge? 
•	 Would you like to contribute to the development of Marcham 

School? 
•	 Do you want to be a part of making the school an even better 

place to learn and to grow? 
Marcham has an active, supportive governing body whose main 
duty is to help raise the standards and performance of the school 
by supporting the work of the headteacher and the staff. The 
Department for Education regards the role of the clerk as crucial 
to governing body effectiveness. A clerk will contribute towards 
the efficient and effective functioning of a governing board and its 
committees by providing: 
•	 administrative and organisational support 
•	 guidance to ensure that the board works in compliance 

with the appropriate legal and regulatory framework and 
understands the potential consequences for non-compliance 

•	 advice on procedural matters relating to the operation of the 
board 

You may feel that you don’t have the knowledge – and you may 
not - but you may have the skills that this role needs. There is 
training and advice available to equip you with the knowledge 
together with regular briefings explaining the latest governance 
developments from Oxfordshire County Council. 
If this appeals to you, or you would like to speak to the existing 
clerk to find out more, please email Dalvinder at dalvinderhm@
googlemail.com, alternatively please contact Jane Jefferies at 
office.3235@marcham.oxon.sch.uk 
VIV HUTCHINSON, HEADTEACHER

News from MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL
Another month through 
And time is moving on, 
But we still have so much to do 
Before this year is gone! 
We spent the month of April 
Collecting seeds and plants to sow, 
In May we watered all of them 
Cared for them and watched them grow.  
We drew plans of something we’d like to make 
And once the materials were selected,  
We set up our woodwork station (risk assessed -  
To make sure we were protected).  
We drilled and screwed and hammered 
And fixed together bits of wood,  
The children felt proud of what they made 
As they absolutely should! 
We love the things that pre-school do 
It’s different and exciting, 
We create a programme of events 
That are thrilling and inviting.  
We aim to offer experiences  
That are different from the rest, 
BIGGER, MESSIER, NOISIER…  
That’s why we are the BEST! 
Please ring and talk to us 
If you’d like to find out more, 
We’ll answer any questions 
And arrange a virtual tour.  
Nicky Sanford, Early Years Teacher 

01865 392101  Marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk
www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com
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www.farm-fit.co.uk @fitnessatthefarm

outdoor Group Exercise Classes, yoga & personal training

Fitness At The Farm

Collins Farm
Kingston Road
Frilford
OX13 5NX

Book Online
The Abbey Chiropody Clinic

Mr P J Neighbour &  
Mr P A Neighbour

Members of The Society of Chiropodists & Podiatrists
HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists

nail clipping, corns and hard skin  
verrucae and everyday foot problems

manipulation/mobilisation of the foot and ankle 
orthotics (insoles) and gait analysis  

minor surgery, diabetes and wound care

Surgery and Home Visiting Practice 
14 Bath Street, Abingdon OX14 3QH

Tel. 01235 530577
www.abingdonchiropody.com

Good posture “The  ability to move in any direction 
at a moments notice , using a minimal amount of 

effort to do a given task“ Moshe Feldenkrais 

Supporting you In Person and  
on Zoom with a range of class times

Newcomers welcome
AndreaBuckingham.co.uk 

07939 523083 
Andreabkm@gmail.com

PERSONAL CARE

Mint Box Aesthetics

- Microblading
- Dermal Fillers
- Lip Fillers
- Botox
- PDO Threads
- Skin Tag Removal

A fully insured and certified Advanced 
Aesthetic Practitioner with a registered 
studio based in Marcham Village.

www.mintbox.uk
07428 717000

Book publishing from Stanford Publishing
Do you have a story you’d like published? 
A manuscript in a drawer waiting to
be printed?
Stanford Publishing is experienced 
in all aspects of publishing and can 
provide advice and guidance through 
the process from the first thought 
to the finished book. Assistance can 
also be provided for marketing the 
book, having an online presence, etc. 
Working with professional typesetters 
and printers, we can convert 
your Word file or handwritten 
manuscript into print and also into 
an e-book if required.
Call  Richard on 01367 710677  
or email richard.astell@
stanfordpublishing.co.uk

It all began on a rainy day... 

It all began on a rainy day... 

John T
ravis

John T
ravis
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John Travis

Personal Foot Care
Let me refresh your tired feet in the comfort of your own home.
I provide professional: 

Foot health assessments
Diagnosis and treatment of nail and skin conditions
Foot strengthening exercises
Diabetic foot care

Appointments: Mon - Fri 0800-1800. Covid-19 secure
Contact: Claire Sweeney DipFH, Assoc. of Foot Health Professionals
t: 07762 369472 e: sweeneyca72@gmail.com
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Consciously Maintaining  
Our Awareness

It’s been said to me quite regularly 
recently, that there are more birds 
around this year, and their breeding 
season is full of even more vigorous 
song this time too.
I don’t know if I fully agree with these anecdotal 
statements, as I’m wondering if the restrictions on all 
our lives during the last year or so, due to Covid, has 
made us take more notice than usual of what’s going 
on around us, that we may have missed engaging with 
during that lockdown time – bird song included.
Anecdotal evidence, though very useful, isn’t scientific 
by any means. So, before we all believe nature is doing 
well coming out of the 3rd English lockdown, let’s just 
think if it's our own awareness that’s improved and 
kicked in? If it is, the skill is maintaining that going 
forward, and not going back into old habits, that is so 
easy to do. Old habits enabled us to walk like zombies, 
oblivious to the nature around us, just not noticing it. 
The art of consciously maintaining awareness is just 
that, pure art, and a metaphor for life.
If on the other hand, the birds are actually doing well 
coming out of lockdown, and it’s not just down to 
increased awareness on our part, then let’s see why that 
is scientifically, replicating that in future years. We’re all 
custodians of the little bit of the environment around us, 
so we have a duty of care towards it.
I’ve always said, I don’t have all the answers, as my job 
is to keep us all thinking about the big issues. Keeping 
them in all our consciousness, and these issues deserve 
our attention, and need talking about more often.
Happy Gardening!
Stuart Mabbutt 
01865 747243 www.wildmaninspires.co.uk.

This Spring we have been exploring 
the natural world around us, and 
having huge amounts of fun! We 
truly believe that learning from 
world around us gives our children the opportunity to thrive, 
and nurtures their quest for knowledge. We have taken steps 
to remove plastic resources through our nursery, replacing 
them with things you would find in the home, and natural items. 
This move has sparked our Little Angels' imaginations and 
has presented so many new learning opportunities. We have 
successfully now removed all plastic from our toddler room, 
and are working hard to remove plastic resources entirely.
This month we have been making sculptures with sticks and 
homemade playdoh, we have been painting with homemade 
grass paintbrushes, we have been learning about different 
flowers, baking cakes, and we have created a stage from 
pallets and junk-modelled masks to create show characters.
Our tiny angels have been exploring natural textures in their 
small world play with cocoa powder, oats, sand and water. 
Our bigger angels made a long jump in the garden with our 
wooden blocks, and Michaela has been creating, and taking 
part in obstacle courses in the garden with our pre-schoolers.
It has been wonderful this month nurturing their 
imaginations, and it’s fantastic to see how creative 
our Little Angels are with the resources we provide. 

We are Recruiting!!
We have been in our new building over a year now, 
and our family continues to grow. We are looking 
to expand our team with level 2 and 3 qualified and 
experienced team members in both full and part time roles.
If you would like to be part of our award winning team 
we would love to hear from you. Please email kaye@
littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk for more information.

If you are interested in securing a place for your child please 
contact us: T: 01865 819992  Stay Safe 
E: info@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk

www.littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk 
and follow us on Facebook: littleangelsmarcham

This summer will establish the direction of Oxfordshire for 
the next generation. The Oxfordshire Plan 2050 will define the 
development strategy for the county for the next three decades, 
including both the quality and quantity of housing and the broad 
locations for growth.
Time to take action.
This is our best, and possibly only, opportunity to influence 
development in Oxfordshire over the next 30 years – don’t miss it! 
Waiting until actual planning applications come forward is too late 
– we need your help engaging now as policy is formed, so that we 
can give our countryside the best chance for the future.
CPRE Oxfordshire has prepared an Oxfordshire Plan 2050 2-page 
briefing, to help you engage and get involved in planning the future 
of Oxfordshire. Download a copy from our website here: https://
tinyurl.com/sm5dw2dk
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HOLIDAYS

B&B Rafters

Abingdon Road	 Contact Mrs Sigrid Grawert
Marcham	 Tel 01865 391298
Abingdon, Oxfordshire	 enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk
OX13 6NU	 www. bnb-rafters.co.uk

Join us and discover  
a place to relax

P Y O 
NOW OPEN!

F I E L D  |  F A M I LY  |  F O R K

www.milletsfarmcentre.com
Kingston Road | Frilford | Nr. Abingdon | OX13 5HB

Millets
FARM CENTRE

MADParishMag130x90.indd   6MADParishMag130x90.indd   6 01/03/2021   09:4801/03/2021   09:48

FOOD AND DRINK

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk

PET CARE

Shop now OPEN on Saturdays 11-5

Also open by appointment:
Please ring or email us with your order and 

We’ll prepare your wines in advance of your arrival
We deliver to Abingdon and Oxford 
Bank transfers gratefully received

01865 390067     office@bothyvineyard.co.uk
www.bothyvineyard.co.uk 
Facebook: bothyvineyard
Instagram: bothy.vineyard

Hand crafted wines from Oxfordshire’s oldest vineyard
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RECYCLE CORKS FOR WILDLIFE
Bothy Vineyard has signed up to the UK’s only natural 
wine cork recycling programme – Recorked UK. For 
every cork collected Recorked UK will donate at least 
1p to nominated charities.  They also recycle corks and 
supply free corks to various charities and schools for 
use in craft projects. Please help us gather corks so that 
we can benefit local wildlife charity – Wild Oxfordshire 
(www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk), which builds active 
and innovative partnerships for wildlife.
Corks – only natural corks please – can be deposited at 
the front door of the Bothy Shop (Frilford Heath) or at 
the Marcham Shop.
Many thanks, BOTHY VINEYARD 

www.bothyvineyard.co.uk

E-SCOOTERS, CORKS AND NOTICES

POLICE NEWS
Electric Scooter advice
We have received several 
reports in relation to the use of 
E-scooters in the area. We would like to take this opportunity to 
clarify the law and rules surrounding the use of E-scooters:
•	 E-scooters are classed as a motor vehicle and so the use of 

them falls under the Road Traffic Act 1988.
•	 As private E-scooters cannot be insured, taxed or registered, 

as motor vehicles need to be, they can only be used on private 
land, with the permission of the landowner.

•	 Rental E-scooters as part of the government trials can be used on 
public roads but not on pavements. However, there are currently 
no government trials taking place in the Abingdon area.

Therefore, the use of an E-scooter is currently illegal unless it is 
being ridden on private land. Following the reports the team have 
received, PCSO Jamie Horner has written a warning letter to one 
rider and PCSO Clare Atkins has been carrying out enquiries, 
following a separate complaint. 
Safety advice
Cyclists and runners should ensure they are visible when exercising 
in and around the villages. Bright or reflective clothing is 
recommended, along with front and rear lights for cyclists. 
When exercising dogs, please ensure they are kept under control, 
especially around other dogs, people and livestock.
Crime prevention advice
If you would like any crime prevention advice, including a 
home security assessment, please contact the team by emailing 
AbingdonNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Alternatively, you can download our free Home Security Guide 
by visiting https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/
thames-valley-police/areas/advice/home-security-guide/
Contact Thames Valley Police: 
E-mail: AbingdonNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
Twitter: @tvpsouthandvale 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tvpsouthandvale 
Phone: 101
Website: www.thamesvalley.police.uk. 

Tell them what you know, not who you are

Share your life, change a life
Could you give someone the opportunity to live the fullest 
life they can live? Help them grow in confidence? Encourage 
them to become more independent and do things they never 
thought they would be able to do?
The Shared Lives scheme matches people who need additional 
support to be independent, with carers and their families. The 
opportunity to share a family’s life, as part of  their household, 
gives them a valuable alternative to staying in residential care 
or being looked after by a team of  support workers. 
Becoming a Shared Lives Carer for Oxfordshire County 
Council will make a big difference to someone's life.  If  you love 
people, and are looking for something that is rewarding, paid 
and home-based - share your life, change a life - oxfordshire.
gov.uk/sharedlivescarers

Help with long-term Covid
Over a million people in the UK are suffering 
from Long Covid, the accepted term for 
Coronavirus that lasts more than four weeks.  
And, sad to say, more than 70,000 people 
in this country have had Covid symptoms - 
fatigue, breathlessness, numbness, pain or partial hearing loss 
- for over a year. 

If you are one of those affected, you should know that PIP 
(personal independence payments) may be available. PIP is 
financial support for those who have an illness, disability or 
mental health condition, making it hard for them to do everyday 
tasks or get around. Income, savings and employment status 
don’t affect your PIP eligibility, and PIP can supplement any 
other benefits you might be receiving. To apply, you need to be 
aged between 16 and your state pension age, and you need to 
have had these health problems for at least three months and 
expect them to continue. 

For help with applying for PIP, contact Citizens Advice Adviceline 
on 0808 278 7907 (for Oxfordshire South and Vale). There is 
more information about PIP at https://www.citizensadvice.org.
uk/benefits/sick-or-disabled-people-and-carers/pip/

Elections round-up 
You can read all the elections results across the 
Vale, including details of the Neighbourhood Plan 
referendums, all of which were approved by voters, by 
visiting whitehorsedc.gov.uk/may2021elections.
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
THE IMPORTANCE OF TREES
You may be aware that tree planting is becoming more and 
more highlighted as a way of combatting the climate emergency 
by reducing our carbon footprint. Even the Prince of Wales is 
advocating that we plant a tree in our gardens to celebrate the 
Queen’s 70th anniversary of her succession to the throne, and if 
that happens it will mean millions of trees could be planted in the 
UK. “Let’s have a Treebilee to celebrate this Jubilee,“ says the 
Prince of Wales.
Eons ago, the whole of the UK was covered in trees and it was 
rich in biodiversity. Now the UK is ranked as one of the worst 
countries in the world for its biodiversity and tree cover, which 
is truly shocking. Only 13% of the UK is covered with woodland 
compared to the EU’s 38%.
So how are we doing in the Vale? The harsh truth is that only 8% 
of the Vale is covered in trees, and we will need to plant 40million 
trees to double our tree cover by 2045, which Friends of the Earth 
are encouraging all councils to do if they can.Doubling tree cover 
across the UK could draw down 50 million tonnes of carbon 
dioxide annually, which is around 10% of current UK emissions.
By late Summer/early Autumn this year, the Vale will have a tree 
policy and strategy which will enable us to plant the right trees 
in the right places on Vale land, and, with encouragement, to 
persuade other landowners to do the same on their land. And that 
even means you and me in our private gardens.
You might ask what is it about trees that is so important in our quest 
to reduce our carbon footprint? Quite simply, trees absorb carbon 
and give out oxygen. Carbon will remain locked up in the wood for 
hundreds of years unless it is cut down and burnt…this releases the 
carbon back into the atmosphere. So now a new law is in force to 
require people with wood burners not to use wet wood on their fires 
but only kiln dried wood which releases very little smoke. 
However, trees have other benefits.
•	 They offer shade for people and farm animals in hot weather. 

Here in the UK, farmers are being encouraged to plant trees in 
fields where their cattle graze as a way of giving them shade 
from the sun and protection from rain etc.

•	 They also absorb a lot of water and are used to help mitigate 
flooding and control erosion, so you will see many trees being 
planted in areas of regular flooding. 

•	 They clean our air, so are often planted near roads to help reduce 
the pollution from vehicles. 

•	 They are used in the timber industry for house building and 
all wood based businesses. Sadly, 80% of the wood we use is 
imported for economic reasons. 

•	 It has been proven that trees are very good for our mental and 
physical health. 

•	 Of course, fruit trees (including walnut trees) are a source of food 
for us and people with gardens are often advised to plant this 
type of tree(s) in them.

•	 Trees and woodlands create habitats that support hundreds of 
species of insects, birds and mammals. 

In conclusion, trees are very valuable assets for all sorts of reasons, 
but there is no doubt that if we are serious in our ambition to reduce 
our carbon footprint we have to increase tree planting across the 
UK and more particularly on land in the Vale, starting with our 
gardens and council owned land.
THE NEXT 4 WAYS WE CAN HELP REDUCE OUR 
PERSONAL CARBON FOOTPRINT.
1) Reduce our dairy and meat consumption. 15% of global 

emissions come from the meat and dairy industry and by simply 
committing to reduce our consumption of meat and dairy 
products by perhaps going meat and dairy free for a day or two 

a week will dramatically reduce your carbon footprint.
2)	Avoid unsustainable palm oil. Unfortunately, palm oil is 

engrained in many products and difficult to avoid without 
carefully looking to see if it has no palm oil or has been sourced 
sustainably. But bear in mind that palm oil causes masses of 
deforestation when unsustainably sourced….the devastating 
truth is that 300 football pitches of forest are cleared every hour 
for palm oil. 

3)	Use a reusable coffee cup. In the UK we use 7 million disposable 
coffee cups each day and less than 1% are actually recycled due 
to the plastic lining used to make them waterproof. By using 
your own reusable cup, you not only help the environment but 
you could even earn a discount in some shops.

4)	Use a bag for life. The plastic bag charge has already seen a 
fantastic 83% reduction in plastic bag use in the UK. Yet we still 
use over 2 billion single use plastic bags a year. Keeping a bag 
for life folded up in your bag or in your car will be convenient 
for the next time you need one and is a simple way of helping us 
to move closer to giving up single use plastic completely.

I hope this is useful for you and might give you some ideas on 
how each one of us can support the quest to combat the climate 
emergency. 
Stay safe and well!
CATHERINE WEBBER Cllr VWHDC 
Distric Councillor for Marcham Ward
01235 534001 or catherine.webber@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
POST ELECTION ARTICLE
Editors of the Parish newsletters and Parish Council Chairmen have 
been very patient and understanding after the upheaval at OCC 
resulting from the May 6th elections. For me, it has been a surreal 
few weeks resulting in back to back meetings and negotiations 
leaving me with little time or energy for anything else. Whilst I need 
to ask for the forbearance of the few people waiting for responses to 
various pieces of casework, (I will be catching up in the next couple 
of weeks), there are some things I should say now.
First, many thanks to all those who voted for me to be your County 
councillor for another four years. Secondly, a reassurance to those 
who did not vote for me, that I hope that I can reassure you that I will 
strive to represent everyone in my Division with equal commitment. 
Thirdly, to thank my political opponents for their participation and 
making it a very fair fight as these things go. And finally to reassure 
everyone that my main focus for the immediate future will be on 
those issues that affect my particular area which is under particular 
pressure from the impacts of new infrastructure.
And on a light-hearted note…
Of many doorstep conversations I have had over recent weeks, the 
one that gave me most cause for thought ran something like this…

“Hello, my name is Richard Webber. I am your County Councillor 
for the next two weeks anyway”
“Ah yes, good to see you. So you will be wanting my vote then.”
“Er yes, I suppose that is why I am here. Is there anything you 
would like to discuss. Any concerns? Any problems?Any issues?”
“Well look then, will you promise to wash my car?”
“Hang on a minute, there are more than 2000 cars in this village.”
“Well that’s the point. You need to sort out your priorities.”

I am still not sure what he meant.
RICHARD WEBBER Cllr OCC SC & Marcham Division.
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com or 01235 534001
MP’S REPORT
We’ve had two Cabinet Ministers visit the constituency in the past 
month. First up was Priti Patel, Home Secretary, in support of 
Matt Barber’s (successful) campaign to be the Police and Crime 

REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
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Commissioner. She visited Great Western Park, where residents 
have had considerable problems of unauthorised traveller camps. 
This is something I have raised in the House of Commons on more 
than one occasion and something that Matt has campaigned against 
with people like Cllr Ian Snowdon. GWP residents appreciated 
meeting her as she is bringing forward the new laws on this 
problem.
The second was Kwasi Kwarteng, Secretary of State for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS). This came about after I told 
him about Johnson Matthey’s new flagship site at Milton Park to 
develop and test the next generation of electric vehicle batteries; he 
said he’d be pleased to visit. After the official opening I took him 
to Greencore Construction’s Springfield Meadows development 
in Southmoor. I have already brought the Minister for Science, 
Research and Innovation to see their impressive homes and set 
up Greencore to meet the Government’s Net Zero Champion, too, 
but I am keen for as many in government as possible to see how 
they’ve built not just net zero but carbon-positive homes. 
While on the subject of the environment, I am holding a pre-COP26 
summit for constituents on 1st July at which we’ll talk about some 
of the key issues we need to make progress on, showcase some of 
the great local organisations we have locally – including Greencore 
– and agree ideas to send to Alok Sharma, President of COP26, 

ahead of the summit. 
It has been good to be able to have more face to face meetings and 
visit more places as lockdown has eased. I have had very enjoyable 
visits to all sorts of shops, pubs (such as the Radnor Arms in 
Coleshill) and restaurants (such as The Fish in Sutton Courtenay). 
Other highlights have included Tom Brown’s School Museum in 
Uffington, still in its original 1617 school building, and Flowers 
from Molly in Faringdon, which allows you to nominate someone 
to receive a bunch of flowers or a letter of hope if you think they 
could do with a lift.
I have secured the cross-party support I needed to be able to hold a 
debate in parliament on the performance of Royal Mail; it is clear 
we are not the only area that has been having problems.It is now 
just a question of when the debate can be scheduled. I read in the 
paper that in Wantage and Grove some residents have just received 
post from up to 13 years ago as a former postal worker had it in 
their home this whole time, but I don’t think that accounts for the 
problems we’ve had!
As ever, if I can help with anything then do email david.johnston.
mp@parliament.uk
DAVID JOHNSTON OBE MP, Member of Parliament for Wantage
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
0207 219 3858   Email: david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk
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ALL SAINTS’ & ST. LUKES CHURCHES 
www.marcham-with-garford.org.uk 

 

 

 
 

YouTube Church 
10am Sunday morning on our YouTube channel and then available to watch anytime. 

www.youtube.com/c/AllSaintsMarcham 
This is a great way to see what our church services are like from the comfort of your own sofa.  
 

Contacts:  
Mark Newman Chaplain to the Parish chaplain@allsaintsmarcham.org Rob Finch Youth Worker 07888331708, 
rob@marchamyouth.org Jill Rowe Children and Families minister families@allsaintsmarcham.org Tamsin Gilbert 
Parish Administrator & Churchwarden info@allsaintsmarcham.org Neil Rowe Churchwarden 07915527563 
 

As lockdown lifts it is great to be able to see and meet people more easily, to once again share a meal or a chat 
face-to-face. As a church family we are also enjoying being together in person as well as in spirit!We are back to 
running regular in-person services and though we still cannot sing and we are still socially distanced, it is good to 
see one another over the face masks, to see smiling eyes, to listen to worship, to chat outside afterwards. For those 
unable to make in-person services we plan to continue to live stream the morning service on our YouTube channel 
for the foreseeable future.  

Anyone is welcome to join us at our services – we are still asking that you book for morning services at All Saints’ 
but you can just turn up to the evening service. St. Luke’s church in Garford is open each Sunday between 11am-
12pm. Though there is no formal service most weeks, this is an opportunity for prayer & reflection,to listen to music 
and to spend time with the local community. A list of services at St. Luke’s can be found on our website under the 
St. Luke’s tab.  

If you would like to know more about our services or would like someone to call or visit you, please do get in 
contact using the details at the bottom of the page.  

Sunday Services 
All Saints’ 
10am: please book via the ‘Sign up for services’ tab on our website 

6pm: no need to book 

St. Luke’s – see website for further information on services. 

Face coverings are still required in our buildings and we ask that you remain in your family bubble and 
maintain appropriate social distance from other households at all times.  


