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READ & RECYCLE!

© Rosemary Harwood

A A snapshot from Marcham Open Gardens in June A

FREE

Wednesday-31August
Thursday 1 September

Green, Food & Garden Waste

August Bank Holiday 2022 Waste Collection

7 N
Summer Diary
July

Date Event Pg

2 Sat Table Top Sale, Hanney WM Hall, 10.00 - 7
14.00

3 Sun Full immersion baptisms, All Saint’s Church, 20
Marcham, 17.00

9 Sat Final day for Donations to MS Society from 5
Alan’s Brave the Shave

9 Sat Oxfordshire Past 2022, Banbury Museum, 17
10.00-16.00

11 Mon | Marcham Parish Council Meeting, Marcham 3
Centre. 19.30

15 Fri | Deadline for Millets Competition 15

15 Fri | Marcham Primary School Summer Fete, 18.00 7
-20.00

18 Mon | Marcham WI: Summer Party, Marcham 7
Centre, 19.30

20 -23 | Abingdon Drama Club Presents Nell Gwynn, 15
19.30 each day

20 Wed | Abingdon Arts Society: A Touch of the Sun, 7
Abbey Cinema, 10.30 & 14.00

Auqust

7 Sun Community BBQ, Marcham Centre, 12.30 9

20 Sat | Deadline for next issue of MADNews, 17.00
Email editor@madnews.co.uk

30 Tue | All Saints' Holiday Club until Friday 2 Sept 11

Details of events may change after publication, please check
with the relevant organisers before attending events

/




GARDEN & HOUSE SERVICES

A.D.Maclean

TREE MANAGEMENT LTD

i

‘Professional Tree Management throughout Oxfordshire

Tree removal

Crown thinning

Crown reduction and lifting
Sectional tree removals
Fruit tree pruning

Stump grinding

Hedge cutting

Seasoned logs and kindling
delivered

£5M Public Liability Insurance

All work carried out to
BS 3998:2010

®

For a full list of services visit:

Chec-katrade com \H.A/s

andrew@admtrees.co.uk
01865 391859
@admtrees

www.admtrees.co.uk

G T Property &

Landscapes

+ All Landscaping Covered

* Fencing & Sheds

* Property Maintenance Covered Inc
* Painting & Decorating Inside / Out

Tel:01865 730428 Mob:07885 550075

Email:g.tierney@btinternet.com
Fully Insured / Free Quotes & Estimates

Garner’s Estates
& Landscapes
Landscaping for over 30 years
e Soft & hard landscaping

e Llandscaping works including patios, paths,
steps, driveways, installing gates, turfing,
stonework & drainage work

e Fencing, all types carried out including:
close board, panels, trellis, willow hurdles,
post & rail

* Free Estimates

e Fully Insured & hold a Waste Licence

Tel: 07751 764144 01865 730936
Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com

\_ www.garnersestatesandlandscapes.co.uk )

TstCLASS
TREE SURGEONS

e 07889 881 525 or 01491 651052

© quote@firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk

www.firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk

* tree removal ¢ tree thinning ° tree reduction
* dead wood removal * stump grinding
* landscaping
* £10 million public liability

* City & Guilds Certified

e Scarification @ Hollow Tining
e Lawn Aeration e Over Seeding
e Top Dressing ® Weed Removal
e Moss Control  Professional Service

t Lawn Treatment Experts

Contact Steve:
07894 983801 / 01865 331501

cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com

e ix L e

search for a local service online:

CONTAINER STORAGE

2 miles off the A34 Abingdon
24 hour CCTV

Easy Access

xon
torage

Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk
www.oxonstorage.co.uk

www.madnews.co.uk/adverts July/August 2022
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MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Dear Readers

At last! ... Marcham Centre will be officially
open for all the events going on over the
summer — BBQs, cricket, tennis and more!

Pop into the shop to help them celebrate
their 1oth anniversary and see what new
products have been added to the wide range
of goodies already in stock.

We get a break for the summer until the
September issue but don’t forget to enter the
word search competition on page 15!

=

PUBLISHER / EDITOR

Meriel Lewis

8 Orchard Way, Marcham

Abingdon OX13 6PP

Tel: 01865 391725

Website: www.madnews.co.uk

Email: editor@madnews.co.uk
ADVERTISING

Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews makes
no guarantees as to accuracy or authenticity.
DISTRIBUTORS

Paula Utting and Claire Wright

13 Parkside, Marcham

Abingdon OX13 6NN Tel: 01865 391443
PROOFREADING

Jane Mander

DEADLINES

Adpvertising: Spm 15th month

Other copy: Spm 20th month

except for Jan when it is 15th Dec for both
ADDITIONAL COPIES

These are available free from Marcham
Post Office or the Editor. Postal copies are
also available — contact the Editor.
DISCLAIMER

We apologise in advance for any errors that may creep
into MADNews (online or print), or omissions that
creep out - we don’t do it on purpose!

The Editor reserves the right to alter, omit or hold
over copy to another issue. The views expressed in the
Marcham & District News are not necessarily those of
the editorial team, who are all volunteers.

POLICE

PCSO Rich Osborn C9323
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.pnn.police.
uk for Marcham

07980 924693

Or just dial 101 (non-emergency) and omit
the C from his number
CRIMESTOPPERS

Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)
NHS NON-EMERGENCY

Call Free from any phone - 111
COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Richard Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ

Tel: 01235 534001
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Marcham and Shippon

Catherine Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ

Tel: 07357 464699
catherine.webber@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
For other councillors go to
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

© Marcham & District News 2022

The copying of any part of this publication
without written authorisation is not permitted.
Maddie the Monkey © Muhammad Desta Laksana/

Shutterstock.com | Other images from Unsplash.com or as
credited.
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Until next time

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL
New Parish Councillor

The Council was pleased to be able to co-
opt Warren Brooker to the Parish Council to
fill one of the vacant seats that it has. Warren
lives on the southern side of the village on
the new Willows housing development.
His particular interests are championing
road safety, and building a young persons’
programme of activities that appeals to the
teenage population in the parish. The Council
wishes Warren success in his new role.
Road Closure Packhorse Lane - GigaClear
The road closure in Packhorse Lane,
planned for GigaClear works, at the time of
writing, is still going ahead, although there
could be last minute changes of course.
MK, working for GigaClear, needs to
close a section of the A415 approximately
between The Croft and a point just west of
the former Baptist Church, between 26th
July and 8th August whilst installation of
fibre optic cables, customer connection
pots, backfilling and reinstatement works
are carried out. Access will be maintained
for properties in the closed section, but there
will be no through-traffic permitted. As this
is an 'A' road, the diversion route will be on
to other 'A' roads, the A338 to Wantage, the
A417 to Rowstock, then northwards to the
A34, and similarly the reverse route.

Code of Conduct

The group of Monitoring Officers who deal
with Oxfordshire, have agreed a new Model
Code of Conduct which governs standards
in local government, and sets out the
framework within which Councillors must
operate. The new Code is to be applied on
a countywide basis, and which will provide
consistency across all the tiers — County
Council, the Districts and City Council,
Parishes and Towns. This will enable all
councillors throughout Oxfordshire to be
subject to the same requirements. Marcham
Parish Council adopted the revised Code at
its meeting on 13th June.

Longfields Bus Shelter — Cleaning

The Council has booked a contractor to clean
the Longfields Bus Shelter when the firm is
next in the area. The “windows” are made
from GRP and not glass, and unfortunately
have scratches and scorch marks, so not all
of what appears to be grime will be able to
be removed.

Neighbourhood Plan

A Parish Council is responsible for leading
on a Neighbourhood Plan and has recently
decided on preparing a Plan for Marcham,
as it wishes to manage the changes that
might occur in the future on key local topics
in the area, by documenting policies. There
is currently a small group beginning to work
on a Plan for the area, but they would like
some support from more people. If there is

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk

anyone who would like to have a say in local
development or who has a particular interest
then please consider joining the group.
Further details are available from Cllr. Tony
Mackelworth or the Clerk (contact details at
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk).
Councillor Vacancy

Following Warren Brooker’s appointment,
the Council has just one vacant seat to
be filled on the Council, and has been
inviting anyone who has an interest in the
wellbeing of the local neighbourhood and
representing the community to put him/
herself forward to join the Council. The
vacancy will be an agenda item next month,
so this is the last call for anyone who wishes
to be considered, to contact the Clerk. As
there are formal elections next year, any
appointment will be until May 2023.
Planning Applications considered by the
Council

P22/V1179/N4D Bothy Vineyard. Change
of user from class R status to Flexible Use
to microbrewery for making craft beer. The
Council had no objection to the use of the
building as a small microbrewery, but it did
have concerns if this leads to changes to
other use classes which could have greater
impact on the area.

P22/1283/HH First floor extension at 27
Anson Close. The Council had no objection.
P22/V1269/FUL Erection of new dwelling
on land rear of 21 Mill Road. The Council
objected on grounds of potential flooding,
and requested that a traffic review be
undertaken, as well as a review of on-site
parking. It continued to support its earlier
concerns.

Date of Next Council Meeting:

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Monday 11th July, 2022 at 7.30p.m. in the
Village Hall, Barrow Close OX13 6TY
Please check the Council’s website www.
marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk in case
arrangements change.

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs. L. Martin, 90 Howard Cornish Road
Tel: 01865 391833
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Tocheckeligibility and registerforthe
Home Library Service or for further
information call 01865 810259
or email homelibraryservice@
oxfordshire.gov.uk

This
library ~
comes
to you.

Home library service.

¥ i OXFORDSHIRE

COUNTY COURCIL



HOUSE & GARDEN SERVICES

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible
service at Kingston Bagpuize.

With competitive rates, secure
storage all on one level, and
hassle free 24/7 access,
contact us now!
Only 10 minutes from
Ahingdon, Wantage,
or Faringdon

STORE

HIGH-SEGURITY STORAGE

01865 821250

www.barn-store.co.uk

MOVING HOME?

LOCALLY BASED PROPERTY CONSULTANTS
OFFERING A BESPOKE, PERSONAL CONVEYANCING
SERVICE. SPECIALISING IN RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY.

CONTACT ONE OF OUR EXPERIENCED CONSULTANTS FOR A FREE NO-
OBLIGATION QUOTE:

FOR WANTAGE & SURROUNDING AREAS
Claire Cousins

claire.cousins@taylor-rose.co.uk

FOR ABINGDON & SURROUNDING AREAS
Charlotte O'Driscoll
charlotte.odriscoll@taylor-rose.co.uk

01845 324164
07817 397070

Speciolists in Mode to Measure
Curtains and Soft Furnishings

wewrst.chardottejoneinteriars.couk

charletteschardottejaneinteriors.co.uk

search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES

Stephen R Matthews

Tel: 01235 766412

Mobile: 07796 532356

Email: stephenmatthews.pgs@gmail.com

All aspects of work undertaken, including:
® garden clearance and restoration
e fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning
® hedgecutting
e fencing and landscaping.

= Hills

Suppliers of aggregates and
concrete for every need

Our products include:

* ready-mixed concrete

* sand cement floor screed
e decorative aggregate

* sand, gravel and stone

Upwood Quarry open
six days a week

01865 390838

www.hills-quarry.co.uk

JEM

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
COMPANY LTD

* NO FUSS * NO MESS * NO PROBLEM *
OXFORD: 01865 772996 ~ DEDDINGTON: 01869 337500
MOBILE: 07711 443050 STADHAMPTON: 01865 400244

Oxfordshire Roofing

and Building Services

a good honest and reliable firm

Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689
Flat Roofing Chimney Repointing

New Roofs De-Mossing
Guttering Tiling
Slating Facias

Small Jobs Welcome e Discount for OAPs
Tel: 01865 392106 ¢ Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available
Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

July/August 2022
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LETTERS , MVE AND SHAVING

Dear Editor

I read in MADNews that the Parish Council are considering
reducing the speed limit in the village from 30mph to 20mph.
While the primary driver is to improve road safety, part of the
reasoning was to improve air quality.

Leaving the safety benefits aside and being a curious engineer, I
wondered how driving at 20mph instead of 30mph would affect
vehicle fuel consumption and hence emissions and air quality.
Clearly driving atalower speed increases the time the vehicle is in the
area. Also, the lower speed requires a lower gear thereby increasing
fuel usage. Finally I gave up on the theory and tried a practical test. I
drove our car, an Audi A3 diesel, along a straight flat stretch of road
at 20 and 30 mph on cruise control. Unfortunately the only readout
the car could give was instantaneous fuel consumption. Fortunately
the reading was fairly steady with relatively minor variations.

30mph 3rd gear 90mpg
20mph 2nd gear 63mpg
20mph 3rd gear* 110mpg

The current DVLA recommendation is to use 2nd gear in a 20mph
limit, 3rd gear in a 30mph limit etc. The car was very unhappy
driving at 20mph in 3rd gear with the dashboard telling me to
change down.

As you can see, the car burned 50% more fuel to cover a set distance
at 20mph compared to 30mph. Other effects of a 20mph limit are
the additional braking and acceleration either side and increased
journey times. The latter is rarely appreciated but, to tradespeople
and delivery companies, time is money.

I hope you find the above interesting.
JOHN MANDERS

Dear Editor
Fibre Cabinet - top of Parkside: Hooray for faster Internet speeds
I live in Marcham and would like to canvass opinion on the cabinet
recently installed at the top of Parkside. Please can you contact me
regarding points as follows :

- Cabinet appearance

- Cabinet location
Please email me: samtowers@fastmail.co.uk
Thank you
SAM TOWERS

Dear Editor {
We would like once again to thank all lovely
people of Marcham for their support and
empathy to Ukraine. The cake stall at the Big
Lunch event has helped to raise a whopping
£205 in aid for Ukraine. This time the money
was donated to two small but vital charitable
funds: one of which was created by a school
teacher in Kyiv in support of a soldier who lost
his limbs in the war; another one is a small
charity which helps Ukrainian refugees at the
Polish/Ukrainian border and also delivers
necessary supplies to the citizens of Kharkiv, a city, which sustained
heavy bombing and is still under constant attacks.

A big Thank You to the organisers of the Big Lunch for their kind

help with setting up the stall and looking after us.
FROM OUR SMALL GROUP OF UKRAINIANS AND
BELARUSIANS

sl BRAVED
THE GHAVE

and had all his hair shaved off
for his 70th birthday in aid of
Multiple Sclerosis Research
He has raised over £150 so far but you
can donate in Marcham Village Shop
until Saturday 9 July

_—

s
bk

OuUR

Our 10th Anniversary

Your local village shop will celebrate 10 years of voluntary
staff and opening hours at the end of July.

We hope we can provide you with your basic grocery
necessities, and all of your Post Office requirements.
We have regular ‘specials’, and we try to promote local
businesses wherever possible ie Marcham honey, Bothy
wines, Wantage flour, jams, chutneys and many more.

Please do pay us a visit and keep us going —we would love
to be saying in 10 years from now ‘help us to celebrate
our 20th anniversary .

We have recently extended our Saturday opening hours
— new times are as below

Monday — Friday: 0800-1730

Saturday: 0800-1200

Sunday and Bank holidays: Closed

We will never have enough volunteers, so if you have a
spare couple of hours a week and would like to contribute
to the community, please let us know

Marcham Village Shop & Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG
Call us: Shop 391993 / PO 391940
Facebook: marchamvillageshop

July/August 2022 MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk




HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

architectural and planning services
party wall surveyor

jOhﬂ mC]rﬂn mciob mfpws

A planning & building control approvals
A extensions, new homes, conversions
A party wall surveyor services

A award winning designer

A free initial consultation
A over 30 years of improving homes and the built environment
tel 01865 391833 molb 07710 858668

email john.gmartin@hotmail.co.uk
Q0 howard cornish road marcham OX13 6PU

Martin Gilbert

Motor Repairs Ltd
Local Family Run Business

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories
Fascias & Soffits

Mark Berry
NEW Tel: 01235 510608

9 Stort Close,

Didcot, OX11 7UR Email: info@lotterywindows.co.uk

GARY CUDDON

Painter and Decorator
Fully qualified with 30 years experience
Providing a high quality service
Free quotations and fully insured
Local and friendly service
07827 752904 garycuddon@aol.com

VEHICLE REPAIR & SERVICE CENTRE
For all Makes & Models
Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Repair & Service Centre
Cars & Light Commercial Repairs Including;
17 Seater Minibuses & Vans up to 3.5 Tonnes
Engine Management & Electrical Repairs
MOT's WHILE YOU WAIT E
Carried out to a High Standard by Qualified Technicians
Tel: 01235 553055 - Radley Rd Industrial Estate
Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.co.uk

‘ib DITA2VAD54T et

/
MR. Guy's

Architectural Design

/

Asrnsoim % LR ¢
ST RN ' o

E: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

OXFORD
PLASTERING < =
SOLUTIONS
~—— CRAIG KANE _
. Mobile? 95094

NB Office Services

Qualified Bookkeeper with over 10 years’
experience in Office Management and PA

Telephone: 01865 392866
Mobile : 07775 690522
Email: Nicola.bunce@nbofficeservices.co.uk

Email: info@oxfordplasteringsolutions.co.uk
Website: www.oxfordplasteringsolutions.cauk
PROFESSIONAL-PLASTERING CONTRACTOR

e — - sl

Sharman Roofin
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist
tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds
all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075
msharmanroofing@gmail.com

search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts

~Fitted Curl

Blinds and "
Shutters

We supply and fit

made o measurd Curtaing,
Blinds and Shutiers
throughout Oafordshire

v Free Home Consulafion
v Made (o Measure

Contact us:
01235 758010

v _Professionally Instalied
wwwalecurtainsandblinds.co.uk

July/August 2022
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WI, MARCHAM SOCIETY & EVENTS

’-March n WI - * 2

Next Meetmg.
7.30pm Monday, 18th July 2022

] N
At the Marcham Centre

Summer Party - Fizz & Friends

We are looking forward to seeing you at our summer party
on Monday 18th July at The Marcham Centre to enjoy an
evening of fizz and friends.

We will be having a bring and share supper, so please bring
along a plate of food for sharing. We will also be having a
bottle raffle, which always proves popular.

So come along for a summer evening with friends.

Visitors are always welcome.
For further information, please contact:
Pippa Hoath 01865 391349 pippahoath@gmail.com

\Flower arrangements from the June meeting

Js—f;,(g,i =T -,j.=51¢ *"—'Tg,ig,t =T f}_a-'.j;_*-&?:'-k
.5| = -

The new 2022-23 programme for the Marcham Society begins
in September and details of the talks, walks, outings and other
activities will be available on the website:

www.MarchamSociety.org.uk

Subscriptions for membership follow the academic year and so
renewals will be due on 1lst September 2022. Reminders will
be sent out to existing members but for information for new
members, please email: membership@marchamsociety.org.uk
For more information contact
membership@marchamsociety.org.uk
www.marchamsociety.org.uk
Facebook: marchamsociety

TABLE TOP SALE
Hanney WM Hall
10 till 2pm Sat 2nd July

To book a table call Kath 01235 868527
%5 CANCER

g RESEARCH
Ay UK

The Arts Society Abingdon LECTURE
Wednesday 20th July, 10.30am and 2.00pm

Abbey Cinema, Abbey Close, Abingdon
0X14 3JD

e A Touch of the Sun
by Sarah Lenton

The oddest ‘star’ in opera is the Sun.
Its appearance in The Magic Flute
triggers the finale, when everybody
dances off bathed in happy, rational
daylight. But other operas are more
wary about the heat. It's the baking
sun that precipitates the disastrous
passions in Carmen and Aida, and
what about that moment in the year
when the sun is at its strongest -
midsummer itself. The lecture looks
at operas like The Fairy Queen, A Midsummer Night's Dream,
Faust, and especially Lohengrin — all set at this odd time of
the year, when quiet English woods and respectable German
towns find themselves on the edge of fairyland..

Visitors are very welcome to attend this lecture, cost £6.00.
If you are unable to come in person, you can view on
Zoom. Please email info@theartssocietyabingdon.org.
uk for further information on the venue, any latest changes
and updates. Lectures last 1 hour but allow extra time for
announcements etc.

For more information on future lectures and other
activities see  www.theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk  or
email info@theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk

July/August 2022

Hanney Fundraisers for CRUK -
1r1“
'CI'HIM P!Mﬂ‘,

SCHOOL

FRIDAY 15TH JULY
6-8PM

£1 entry for adults

children free entry
Stalls, Inflatable obstacle course, BEQ and lots

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk



HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

DIRTY CARPETS, UPHOLSTERY, RUGS

Most carpets dry within the hour

Unbeatable results, removes almost
all spots & stains

G@BUSTERS

01865 726983
ABINGDON 01235 555533
WITNEY 01993 868924

www.grimebusiers.co.uk

Ma&A ELECTRICALS

The original electrical/ lighting shop in Wantage
Established in the early 60’s

Unit 8, Arbery Arcade, [behind Costa Coffee]

Market Place, Wantage, OX12 S8AB

We specialise in all things
electrical particularly -
SPECIALIST LIGHT BULBS
RESTORATION & REPAIR OF LAMPS
AND OTHER ITEMS
BESPOKE HAND MADE LAMPS-.
ACCIDENTS HAPPEN, THINGS BREAK
IF YOU NEED HELP/ADVICE PLEASE CONTACT ME
[Peter] VIA THE E-MAIL BELOW OR
PHONE 01235 771695/07770586877

sales@mandawantage.co.uk www.mandawantage.co.uk

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired and poor reception solved

B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations

B Internet / WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling
B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

£OXFORDAERIALS !

=

aII Ablngdon 01235 239622

J Gabi's Cles

aning Service

Cleaning at its finest
l|'--?l-i""'l'l'r glr'”:.flfﬁ r-"i [f IH (i |'I ,irl" i .I'} "
1.'rl|.h' \.'.'I-"L:.

Ironing—~( m;lf'f-'.f':-'emm::

search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts

Automotive Fabrication and Welding

Got a classic car in the garage, rusting away?
Get it back on the road with The Shop

From minor welds to full restoration

MOT welding

Rust repairs

Commercial or Domestic
Classic Cars to Race Cars
Special projects
Family business
Fair pricing
Call Andy @ The Shop 07739 337562

Email: theshop.ws@gmail.com
www.TheShop.ws

w2QT Carpentry Lt#_‘g.

Your traditional carpentry firm local to you, who cover all aspects of carpentry
with just some examples mentioned bedow

Stuart Gardner Nick Trinder
07885 266965 07831 773804
01865 391110 20, 01235224177

Q\e'b-i
l O WINDOW /}) 7 '
‘2~ S=hs
_ TmaNDsE i
= FUPVC=s =
S 2 3
- =z = Z
§ x = ZFENCING
FLOORING""™N¢

Give us a call today for a quotation.

Unit 116 Grove Business Centre, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 0X12 9FA
www.gtcarpentry.com )
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MARCHAM CENTRE & THIRSTY CAFE

(a7

Marcham Centre

Despite the drizzly weather, there was a good turnout for
the Marcham Community Big Lunch on Sunday 5th June as
part of the National celebrations for the Platinum Jubilee
along with the individual street parties also held that same
weekend. A big ‘Thank-you’ goes to Thirsty Café and Neil
Rowe for organising the barbecue, catering and jazz band,
and the Classic Car Club for its car and motorcycle exhibition.
Thanks also to the bar volunteers for their hard work
keeping the bar service going. It was the first opportunity to
use Marcham Centre for a national celebration of this kind.
Official Opening

We will be holding the long-postponed Official Opening of
Marcham Centre on Tuesday 5th July 2022. This will provide
us with the opportunity to say a big ‘thank-you’ to our
funders and supporters, show them what their input has
achieved and to celebrate this properly.

We have sent invitations to the many volunteers involved
in developing and running Marcham Centre and key
volunteers running the various community groups using
the facilities. We have also invited all members of Marcham
Community Group who have supported us financially, some
for over a decade! We would be delighted to have you take
out membership of Marcham Community Group (£5 single
per year; £8 family per year) — please contact jim.asher@
btinternet.com for a membership form. It is also the time
for existing members to renew subscriptions.

Coming events at Marcham Centre

We are approaching the holiday season, so many of the
regular community groups will be taking a break. The events
programme will be continuing in September, more details of
the autumn and winter events will be included in the next
MADNews edition.

Marcham Centre Bar Thank you to everyone who has, and
continues to, support the hall's bar facility. Your support
is much appreciated and will enable us going forward to
improve and support the facilities and the community we all
enjoy. The bar opening hours will be kept under review by
the Trading Company’s Directors Dan Barnes, Geoff Dix and
Trevor Hill, primarily based on the demand for its openings
and the availability of our wonderful band of bar volunteers,
who provide such a competent and “professional” service.
The standard hours during the summer will be:
Wednesdays: 7pm - 11pm; Fridays: 5pm - 11pm; Saturdays:
7pm - 9.30pm; and Sundays: midday - 3pm.

These may be extended on occasions that dictate a need
to open longer, such as a hall function or sporting activity
(cricket or football). Whatever the reason, members of the
community are welcome to use the bar whenever it’s open.
So, if you haven't already, give us a try during the summer -
the patio and recreational areas await you!

Table Tennis The table tennis table is available to hire, for
periods of an hour or more. This can be made by booking a
slot in the meeting room via the www.marchamcentre.org
website. Please note: this room is used for other purposes,
so you will need to book and pay the ‘local user® fee of £8
per hour. Please remember to bring your own bats and balls.

If you wish to book a room at Marcham Centre, please use
the booking request system on www.marchamcentre.org or
contact our Coordinator: coordinator@marchamcentre.org

Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, Marcham OX13 6TY
enquiries@marchamcentre.org www.marchamcentre.org
Operated by Marcham Community Group (MCG)

Registered in England 7470307 Charity No. 1144407

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
Thank you to all the volunteers who made the Marcham
Jubilee celebrations possible. See cover for more photos

& The Cueen§ Pledipm Subiele
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Community grant scheme

Thirsty Café is delighted to announce it is now in a position
to launch its Community Grants scheme. From 1 July 2022,
any organisation or individual can apply for a small grant

(up to £300) for projects that benefit the
Marcham community. Full details are
available on our website.

As a Community Benefit Society, we exis
to benefit the community. Distributing
profits in the form of grants is just one o
the ways we aim to do this.

—

-

Community BBQ - Sunday, 7th August

Join us at our final community BBQ of the summer from 12:30
on the 7th August. Pre-order via our website to guarantee
your food and access a pre-order discount.

Millets 5k — Sunday, 25th September

Sign up to the Millets 5k on Sunday September 25th and
help us buy a ‘proper’ coffee machine for the Café. This year
there will be a 1 km kids loop in addition to the 5 km route.
Full details and sign-up link on our website.

Café open Wednesday and Saturday, 9 — 11:30 am

** Please Note: the café will closed during August **
Website: www.thirstycafemarcham.co.uk

Email: hello@thirstycafemarcham.co.uk

Phone: 07871 208811

July/August 2022
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

MANSBRIDGE

GROUNDWORK AND BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Home Extensions, Alterations
and New Builds

Plumbing and Heating

Gas and Oil Boiler Servicing,
Repair and Installation

We are a family run, local business with over 35
years experience. No job too big or too small.

Contact us for a quotation on
01865 321183

Email: enquiries@mansbridgeconstruction.co.uk
www.mansbridgeconstruction.co.uk

|
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[ﬁLS ELECTRICAL SERVICES )

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in
electrical and renewable products for the domestic and
commercial markets. Contact us for a FREE QUOTE.

ELECTRICAL RENEWABLE
All household electrical works Solar electric panel
undertaken installations

Fault finding & repair

Replacement consumer units

Earthing & bonding

Underfloor heating

Electric showers

Electrical inspections for
home buyers & lettings

Visual inspections

Portable appliance testing

Maintenance for solar panels
Electric car charging &

Government grants

266

CONTACT US
Alternative Lighting Services
Email: info@als-Itd.net
Office: 01865 391241
Mobile 07739313994
= © AV $iE

WOODEN WINDOW REPAIR SPECIALISTS
= Flaking paint and cracked putty restored
=Rotting and failing wood replaced
= Specialists in wood stains, oils, and varnishes

CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
07880 560 403

www.oxfordwindowrepair.com
All work guaranteed. We paint kitchens too!

THE

\X/INDOW REPAIR

COMPANY

Kilbey & Clarke
Will Writers and Estate Practitioners

* IHT Planning KilbayandClarke

* Wills & Will storage from £145

* Lasting Power Of Attorney from £195
* Inheritance Protection

* Probate

* Guaranteed Funeral Plans

* Local, friendly, professional with home visits

o ‘-‘ : Safe to do
Nigel Kilbey Member SWW 4 xZ; “ business with
07734051258/01235868266 % o Code Compliant |
www.kilbeyandclarke.co.uk
wills@kilbeyandclarke.co.uk

search for a local service online:

“Don’t let tax, tax you*

BBPS Accountancy Service
Bookkeeping
Self Assessment, Payroll,
CIS, VAT
Auto Enrolment

Call: 01865 730064
07890 503392
Email: Alison@berrybps.co.uk

OXFORD

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

§, 01865 326009
@ info@oxfordkitchens.co.uk

@ www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk

@ st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton,
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

www.madnews.co.uk/adverts July/August 2022



MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS

IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL

The Olympics have arrived in
Marcham! Fencing, Archery,
curling, cycling and equestrian
events... with more to come AND
a torch relay! It's been so much
fun and we had some important
spectators from around the world, cheering and
waving their flags.... You may have heard the teams
singing as they came marching inl!!

Nicky Sanford, Early Years Teacher

If you would like to join our waiting list please get
in touch as early as possible Call 01865 392101
Marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk

www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com

All Saints’ Marcham with Garford
Holiday Club

VY ) QEF LI W L
= *

What's My Gift?

Tuesday 30" August# Friday 24 September,

We are excited to be running holiday club again this year.
It is open to all children, aged 4 - 11 years old, so that
includes those about to start and those about to move on to
secondary.

The theme is loosely based on the film Encanto and we will
be exploring what gifts God has given us, how we can use
them, and discovering that we are all very special. There will
be lots of colour, music and a South American vibe. We will
have bible stories, games, crafts and much more, and we
may even talk about Bruno!

The cost will be £10 per day or £35 for the 4 days 10am -
2pm each day.

Please ask if cost will be prohibitive and / or you have more
than one child wanting to come

Please contact Jill Rowe by text 07811165351 or email jill.
rowe.ycm@googlemail.com for a booking form, before the
end of school term if possible.

looking forward to a fun filled week!

MARCHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
We had so much to celebrate as May became
June...our May Day celebrations were held on
Friday 27th May. It was wonderful to be able
to welcome families back on to the school
premises and to celebrate together. It was also
great to have a variety of different dances this
year, with English and Scottish country dances as a part of our
programme. It really added to the day — and brought out some
dancing qualities in some children we didn’t know they had!
Wonderful! The children had such fun. We include some photos
which are pure joy.

t
=

And for the Queen’s Jubilee, we had our own festivities on
Friday 10th June. We had a whole school picnic out on the field
and then we entertained each other with songs and information
from each decade of the Queen'’s reign. Year 6 celebrated the
50’s and the coronation, year 5 had the 60’s, year 4 the 70’s,
year 3 were the 80’s, year 2 performed as the Queen’s Corgis,
year 1 were the 90’s and Reception had a dance routine to
George Ezra’s ‘Shotgun’ for modern day. The children beamed
with enthusiasm and enjoyment, and there was some great
singing and fabulous performances right across the school.

A number of Year 3 pupils were brightly adorned in legwarmers
and there were tie dye t-shirts in Years 4 and 5 (made in school).
We have to commend George from Year 6, who was dressed up
in a parka, balaclava, woolly hat and ski goggles as Sir Edmund
Hillary conquering Mount Everest on possibly the warmest day
of the year so far...

a0 . .

Well done to everyone! Thank you to parents and friends for
all their support in coming along to be part of our celebrations.
As one parent commented, “It's just so lovely to be able to be
together again”.

To see more about what the school has been up to go to
https://www.marcham.oxon.sch.uk/class-pages/

VIV HUTCHINSON, HEADTEACHER

o

July/August 2022
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

KT Contracts
Your local village Master Carpenter,
Cabinet Maker & House Renovator
Make 2022 the year to get all those little
(or bigger) jobs done

Buy a kitchen bargain and have it fitted by a local expert
Fitted wardrobes that work for you
Get a new bespoke shed or woodstore
Shelves & cupboards made & fitted for any nook
Upgrade your cloakroom or bathroom
Creative solutions for all your home projects

No job is too small if it makes your life easier.
50 years experience combining traditional
& new techniques to improve your home.
Call today for a free estimate; flexible working to suit & a chance
to see my work in the village. Enhanced DBS (CRB) cleared
Anytime 07557766200ktcontracts@btinternet.com

Family Run Newspaper Delivery Service
Delivering In Marcham

Surrounding Areas.

Get your favourite newspapers and
magazines delivered.

Please call or email us to start
your delivery.

If you are over 13 years old and would be
interested in delivering newspapers for
us please call or email us.

Call: 01235 763134
Email: contact®@rowesnews.co.uk
www.rowesnewsmarket.co.uk
18 Wallingford Street, Wantage

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories
Fascias & Soffits
Mark Berry

NEW Tel: 01235 510608
Email: info@lotterywindows.co.uk

9 Stort Close,
Didcot, OX11 7TUR

S g i

For more informatio
kbsbc.co.uk
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search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts

PERSONAL CARE

9
Strictly Ukes

Ukulele Classes
Includes an

All levels
introduction to ukuleles,
instrument geography, tuning, basic
chords and chord progression, strumming
and more. New ukuleles are available on
request. Come along, have some fun and
learn a new skill!

Contact George on bonnricel8@gmail.com
or 07958180838

“ Andrea Buckmghmmg

PILATES - YOGA - MASSAGE

Supporting you In Person and
on Zoom with a range of class times
Newcomers welcome
AndreaBuckingham.co.uk
07939 523083 Andreabkm@gmail.com

FIT FARM PESTIVAL

A LOCAL ONE DAY, FAMILY FRIENDLY FITNESS FESTIVAL
IN THE HEART OF THE OXFORDSHIRE COUNTRYSIDE

2:P JULY 2022

BOOK YOUR TICKETS AT:

WWW.FARM-FIT.COUK/FITEARMEESTIVAL
July/August 2022



MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS

WILDMAN & IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

Theories Behind Various
Schools of Thought

This time I've been asked to review
another book, after last month’s book
review was so well received. So, I'll
focus on Peter Wohlleben’s book, The
Hidden Life of Trees (ISBN: 978-
1771642484) - what they feel, how
they communicate: discoveries from a
secret world.

This is a book I wish I had read when

I was younger. Not saying it's a
life changing experience reading
this, but it's a mind altering and
expansive read, for sure.

In some shops, I've found this on
the philosophy shelf. From the title,some

assume before reading, this is the limit of this book, but
it does have an environmental science influence.

The running order of the sections of the book, is a flowing
series of interesting titles, and every chapter clearly covers
the theories behind various schools of thought.

For me, at times, some of the contents seemed too
repetitive, and too speculative for the average reader,
who might be sceptical. For example, there’s a lot of
anthropomorphism in these pages, and some will argue,
trees are not sentient beings, and should not be portrayed
as such. People with experience in the field might be
more receptive to some of the newer ideas written about.
Whoever reads it though, it will certainly profoundly
change the way you look at trees (and forests).

The author highlights areas where universal
understanding of tree biology may be weak. We
understand trees extract nutrients from the ground, but
this book, surprisingly to some, maybe, reveals that we
don't actually always know how they do it. Osmosis,
capillary action, or transpiration cannot always account
for the heights the nutrients reach.

I think how trees support the weaker specimens of the
same species, hold metaphoric lessons for how humanity
could maybe organise its societies better. The strong ones
weaken themselves, to enable the weaker to strengthen,
I don’t think I'll ever forget Peter’s writings about this.
Everyone should make time to read this book.

A wonderful book, that's accessible, readable and
clearly tells the story of the collaboration in a multi-
species forest ecosystem. The writing style develops in
the reader, empathy for the forest ecosystem and it's a
book which subtly alters perceptions of reality. In many
ways, the book is profound, maybe because when it was
written, it wasn’t meant to be?

Happy Gardening!

Stuart Mabbutt

01865 747243 www.wildman

L

inspires.co.uk
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Jubilee Celebrations ® ttloAna

at Little Angels @& LI i..i.le ,--.ﬂg e H S

What a wonderful time of K Marcham

Jubilee celebrations we

have all had.

Painting Gallery of the children’s Our portraits of The Queen

All our little angels looked at pictures

of The Queen and thought carefully

about the colours they used to paint

our Queen portraits. It was displayed

on the fence for everyone to enjoy.

Bunting was coloured in, and we

have been looking at the colours of |

the United Kingdom’s flag during our

Jubilee celebrations. The younger

litle angels created amazing

handprint paintings using our flag's |

colours of red, white, and blue. We

hope you enjoyed the gallery and

decorations

The Queen came to visit the children

at the nursery and brought her corgi |

with her and stayed for tea and cake.

The children asked lots of questions:

How old are you? where do you

live? and many of the children were

fascinated to see her. The children &

also took the corgi around the village =%

to look for any decorations and flags &

that they could find.

The Little Angels also created

a wonderful card for the Queen

and took a trip to Marcham Post

Office to make sure it was sent to

Buckingham Palace on time for the

celebrations. The card was so big

they had to buy an envelope the

right size to fit the card.

TREE PLANTING Our tree we

planted at our Jubilee party is looking

good! All the children took turns to

add some soil and a special plaque

to mark the occasion was mounted,

a big thank you to Millets Farms for

choosing us as 1 of 50 recipients to

receive a tree.

THE PARTY held for all the children

and parents was real fun with so

many attending it was lovely to all be

together. We played pin the crown

on the Queen, a quiz for the adults

and we sang songs and waved

flags and socialized with each

other. Of course, we had cucumber

sandwiches, cakes with jelly and ice

cream to finish. -

Singing the National Anthem - |

The children had been practising

the National Anthem and stood together and sang God Save

the Queen waving their flags. It was acknowledged with a huge

round of applause with parents clapping and cheering.

Every child and team member received a gift to keep of this

momentous 70th Jubilee and a flag to take home and wave. We

hope you all had as much fun as we did celebrating with family

and friends!

If you are interested in securing a place for your child
please contact us:
T: 01865 819992E: info@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk
www.littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk
follow us on Facebook: littleangelsmarcham

July/August 2022
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PERSONAL CARE

The Abbey Chiropody Clinic

Mr P J Neighbour &

Mr P A Neighbour
Members of The Society of Chiropodists & Podiatrists

HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists
nail clipping, corns and hard skin
verrucae and everyday foot problems
manipulation/mobilisation of the foot and ankle
orthotics (insoles) and gait analysis
minor surgery, diabetes and wound care

Surgery and Home Visiting Practice
14 Bath Street, Abingdon OX14 3QH
Tel. 01235 530577
www.abingdonchiropody.com

I create photo books for all occasions:
for a big birthday or a special occasion,
a memorable holiday or an annual book.
Whether for yourself, a friend or a loved one,
I can help you to preserve those memories.

Stesply

photohioks”

Facebook/Simplyphotobooks simplyphotobooks@gmail.com

. Simply Yearbooks
« Simply Birthdays
. Simply Weddings
. Simply Babies

« Simply Holidays
. Simply Memories
« Simply Portfolios

14

CLASSICAL
MUSICAL THEATRE
POP
FOLK

Based in Gozzards Ford or online, | work

with both adults and children. Building
confidence and technigue is my speciality!
ABRSM, Trinity & LCM Exams

073488 877 208
fizpatricksinging@gmail.com
www.elizabethfitzpatrick.couk

Sean here to book your
FREE taster lesson

Yoga/Pilates blend ' 2022

small group classes,

for the personal touch ALSO - PUSHCHAIR PILATES
Thursdays 1030-1100

Marcham Centre

}900-1000 L R

wrap up warm, bring your bu
Thursdays 0900-1000° 5nq t.ult: some ﬁnanql‘;m l";::t

https Vs ovmcras wins e comivwebsibehoms “h"ﬂhm

KX

Bridge House

CARE HOME

.

JOIN OUR AMAZING TEA

Exceptional people make an exceptional care home

For more information or to apply, search
‘Jobs Bridge House Abingdon® or call us on 01235 617 990

Various roles available e Competitive hourly rates e Excellent benefits

es View, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, 0X14 3U)

V?Cji(\_ff,s After ,\Sch@& Club

Breakfast and After School Club now open at

Marcham Primary School
providing quality, affordable and accessible childcare for

children aged 4-11 years of age
We offer your child ... A happy, safe and secure setting,
allowing them to learn and develop freely within the play
centred environment The opportunity to take responsibility
for themselves and their actions
7.45 - 8.45 am Breakfast Club 3.15 - 6.15 pm After School Club

Monday-Friday, term time only

Vicky Hickman Tel No: 07887711454
Email: info@vickysafterschoolclub.co.uk
website: www.vickysafterschoolclub.co.uk

B8 DT & WY B8
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS

COMPETITION & THINGS TO DO

_ ®
Millets =

FARM CENTRE

FIELD | FAMILY | FORK

Competition .
Win a voucher for a
Cream Tea for Two

Solve the word search and find in
the word that DOES NOT appear
in the grid. Send your answer to editor@madnews.co.uk by
midnight on Friday 15th July. All correct answers will go into
the draw to find the winner!

i

age © Roddas.co.uk *
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biscuit ham sandwich

cake jam sausageroll

cherry lemonade scone

cream quiche strawberry

egg raspberry tea

* image for illustration only, may not be the cream tea you win!
Congratulations to Thomas Leeman, aged 4,
who helped Maddie drive the blue tractor to the
centre of Millets Maize Maze last month.

~

41 Br Abariodar

www.milletsfarmcentre.com

July/August 2022

Abingdon Drama Club (ADC) ABINGDON -

Proudly presents DRAMA
Nell Gwynn CLUB 75E

By Jessica Swale
Directed by Lin Crowley

Wednesday 20th — Saturday 23rd July
2022 at 7.30pm

Tickets: £10, £8 concessions (60+,
Under 12s, students, ADC members)

Tickets available from

The Bookstore, The Abingdon Precinct
(15 Bury Street), Abingdon

Online abingdon-drama-club.com
Email: enquiries@abingdon-drama-club.com

MOVE

Together

Move Together

Have you been shielding due to the
COVID-19 pandemic?

Has your physical or mental health and
wellbeing been negatively impacted
by COVID-19? Hundreds of people
across Oxfordshire are already benefiting, with participants
saying, "It's the best I've felt in years" and "I have increased my
walking and started to feel more positive about things."

Find out more today:
www.getoxfordshireactive.org/move-together or call
the Vale's Coordinator 07717 714477

Do you want your work to make a difference every day?
Do you want to support community safety?
Join Thames Valley Police as a

Police Community Support Officer (PCSO)
Our PCSOs are the face of the police within local communities.
In this diverse role, you will police our neighbourhoods, work to
reduce crime and disorder, and build strong relationships with our
communities and partner agencies.
Forget the stereotype - modern apprenticeships offer new
opportunities to earn and learn for everyone from college leavers
to career changers. As an apprentice PCSO your on-the-job
learning will also be accredited with a Level
4 Diploma in Community Policing Practice.

Join TVP and be the difference
you want to see

More information about the PCSO role is
available on our TVP Careers website, on the
PCSO page: tvpcareers.co.uk/roles/pcsos

THE FRIENDS OF THE BBOWT COTHILL RESERVES
The Cothill area is extraordinarily rich
in wildlife, from the internationally
important Cothill Fen, with its ancient
fen, to Dry Sandford Pit with its
intriguing young fen and Hitchcopse Pit,
formerly a quarry, now a haven for rare
solitary bees and wasps. The Friends
were founded in 1987 in memory
of gifted local botanist Jeremy Milton. Members receive
information about the Reserves and enjoy expert led walks.
There is no membership fee and no obligation to carry out work
on the Reserves. The Friends is not a fund raising body.

If you would like to know more about the Friends please contact

wildlife

TRUSTS

secfcr@gmail.com

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk 15



FOOD AND DRINK

Millets =

FARM CENTRE

nndfz//[//
FIELD | FAMILY | FORK7A

Our famous Maize Maze is

Now Openl

and will be throughout the summer

Kingston Road | Frilford | Nr: Abingdon | OX13 5HB
www.milletsfarmcentre.com

16

HOLIDAYS

B&B Rafters g &

Abingdon Road Contact Mrs Sigrid Grawert
Marcham Tel 01865 391298

Abingdon, Oxfordshire enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk
0X13 6NU www. bnb-rafters.co.uk

Join us and discover
a place to relax

PET CARE

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864

www.townfurlong.co.uk

search for a local service online:

271N,

COUNTRY PAWS

Dog walking | Home visits
Fully insured " Canine first aid trained v" DBS check v

Price list For more

information contact:
£12 for 1 hour group walk information contact

£18 for 1 hour solo walk “& country.paws@aol.com

e I . | P ———
£12 for a 20 minute home visit g 07979257038

www.madnews.co.uk/adverts July/August 2022




MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

I%I Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society

Oxfordshire Past 2022

Oxfordshire Past this year will take place at |
Banbury Museum and Gallery on Saturday |
9th July and will include the 2022 OAHS
AGM and a diverse programme of talks (for
more information see the website oahs.org.
uk/oxpast). This enjoyable annual event in the Oxfordshire
calendar is for anyone interested in local history, buildings and
archaeology.

There will be a range of stalls and exhibits including the museum’s
exhibition Heroes of the Viking World (separate entrance fee)
open throughout the day.

Tickets cost £10 and include tea/coffee during the breaks and
may be purchased in advance from oahs.org.uk/oxpast or on the
day (there is a limit to the number of places so book early to
avoid disappointment).

Heroes of the Viking World

Sat 25th June - Sun 6th November 2022

In this age, where superheroes exist only in fiction, discover
some of the real-life ‘celebrities’ of the Viking world,
including Eric Bloodaxe — last Viking King of York, Lathgertha
— warrior woman, and Harald

Hardrada — the thunderbolt of
the North. Delve into the world :

of Viking myth and uncover the
superpowers of Viking gods such
as Thor and Odin. Plus, immerse
yourself in the smells and sights
of the Viking Age when you step
inside the impressive replica
Viking tent!

OF THEVIKING WORLD

CONNECTING

Laying the foundation for the future of Marcham
with full fibre broadband

A high-quality, full fibre broadband network enabliﬁ"g
residents and businesses with ultrafast speeds -
all day every day.

We are currently working to future proof connectivity
across Marcham for you and generations to come.

Visit our website to find out when Gigaclear will
be live in your area.

gigaclear.com/mycommunity

July/August 2022

Oxfordshire's best source of
reclaimed wood

We care for oWy environment owV tmy\s%m ves

h@"

’1

One stop wood shop for your DIY projects. Good
quality hard and soft wood in many sizes. Scaffold
boards, pallet wood, plywood, live edges and
fabulous range of reclaimed wood furniture.

OXFORD
Find us at 4 Suffolk Way, Abingdon, OX14 5JX WoOoD
www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk R i

=

-

Community

Wood
d . Recycling
E i

REASONS TO REUSE WOOD

The current international supply chain issues affecting
building materials have been felt acutely within the timber
trade with knock-on effects for customers seeking wood for
DIY projects. Timber shortages and high prices serve to
highlight the environmental benefits and wisdom of being
frugal and for reclaiming usable wood from waste. Just
down the road in Abingdon, local social enterprise and
charity Oxford Wood Recycling (OWR) have been doing
just that for the past 17 years.

OWR is a lot more than a timber merchant. Although the
Woodshop has been described as an Aladdin’s cave of
useful wood and quirky items, in fulfilling its mission to care
for the environment and transform lives all of their business
activities are solely for the benefit of our community.
Marcham and District residents may have seen OWR’s
caged trucks scurrying to and from domestic or commercial
pick-ups of waste wood. At least 20% of the wood is
reclaimed - the rest is recycled — resulting in 350-400
tonnes per annum of timber kept in circulation and available
for DIY. Some staff started as volunteers at OWR before
being offered permanent roles and they are rightly proud of
the support provided to ensure that everyone develops and
thrives. In 2021 with help from the Postcode Lottery ‘Wood
to Work’ opened, a professional employability service
serving individuals perhaps furthest from being able to
compete in the jobs market. There have been fantastic
early results with four of the first participants being offered
employment in the past couple of months.

If you are popping in for some wood or just to look around,
you will be warmly welcomed and be assured that the timber
and furniture products are hard fought for and come with
added value.

For more information see www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk

TIDDLYPEEPS W

A GROUF FOR SMALL FEOPLE AND THEIR GROWN-UPS

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS

REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
EXTRA CLARIFICATION
As various people have asked me why I
stepped down from my cabinet position in
May, I thought I would start this month’s
report with some extra clarification.
Simply put, I have an ever-expanding family
who need my help with child care and other
family demands. In fact, at this very moment
Richard and I are in San Diego, California,
helping my daughter and son-in-law with
all the extra needs that arise from the birth
of a second child (our 8th grandchild) ...
many of you will understand how difficult it is for the first child to
accept a new arrival! So, after a lot of soul searching, I decided that
family must come first and that I had to reduce my council workload.
Furthermore, it would not be responsible to stay as a cabinet member
if I could not give the necessary number of hours each week to my
portfolio. However, that does not mean that I am reducing my work
as your District Councillor....... on the contrary, I will continue to
represent you fully and am more than willing for you to contact me
whenever there is a problem you think the District Council might be
able to help sort out. (see contact details below)
GETTING FAMILIES ACTIVE
The Vale has launched YouMove, a new initiative providing low-
cost or free activities for children and families who receive benefits-
related free school meals in Oxfordshire. Activities include cricket,
swimming and badminton and more information can be found on
the Vale website: whitehorsedc.gov.uk/youmove
In addition to the above, our leisure provider, GLL, is offering
refugees a free three-month Better Health Centre membership or a
subscription to a course or lesson.
HOUSEHOLD SUPPORT FUND EXTENSION
More help has been extended for households who are struggling to
afford energy, food and other related expenses. In June, the fund
was opened to applications from residents who had not received
support in earlier rounds. Information is available from the Vale
website. And the Community Hub team is always available with
help and advice.
DAMAGE TO PUBLIC TOILETS IN ABINGDON
Many of you will be aware of the dreadful damage that has been
done to the public toilets in Abingdon, including doors being
kicked in, tiles smashed and fixtures and fittings damaged.
The toilets at The Charter are now shut until the damage can be
fully repaired, which is likely to take several months. As a result,
residents and visitors are being asked to use alternative public
toilets at Hales Meadow or Abbey Meadows. There is also a toilet
for disabled users under the Archway by Abbey Cinema, and it is
run by Abingdon Town Council. Access is via a RADAR key.
You may be interested to know that this year, Vale of White
Horse District Council has already been forced to foot the bill for
costly repairs following similar acts of destruction on facilities in
Abingdon in April, as well as for repairs to the public toilets in
Grove which have also been targeted by vandals. The council will
now have to use more public funds to repair the Charter toilets,
funds which could have been used for paying for vital services or to
support vulnerable people in our community.
These vandalism incidents have been reported to Thames Valley
Police, but if you see someone damaging public facilities, or know
who is responsible, please contact the police on 101.
VACCINATION UPDATE
 People aged 75 and over, and people who are immunosuppressed
are now eligible for a Spring booster vaccine. The NHS will
contact those who are eligible to book an appointment. Visit
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www.nhs.uk/covid-booster for more information. Please do not

contact the NHS.

« The NHS will invite people as they become eligible for their
Spring/second booster. This may be as soon as 3 months since
their last dose this can be booked through the National Booking
Service or by calling 119 Please do not contact your local NHS.
To find out more, visit www.nhs.uk/covid-booster.

« Appointments are available for children aged 5 to 11. Parents and
guardians can go online https://www.nhs.uk/covidvaccination
or call 119 to book an appointment.

o Ifa child has had COVID-19 they will still get extra protection
from the vaccine, but they will need to wait 12 weeks before
getting vaccinated.

+ The following will continue:

+ all individuals aged 12 and over should be offered a
primary course of two doses (or three doses if severely
immunosuppressed at the time of their 1st or 2nd dose)

o those aged 16 and over and those aged 12 to 15 in a risk group
should also be offered a booster dose

I hope you have found some of this useful or interesting, and, as

MADNews does not have an edition in August, I wish you a healthy,

happy August break.

CATHERINE WEBBER Cllr VWHDC

District Councillor for Marcham Ward

Phone: 07357 464699/ 01235 534001 or catherine.webber@

whitehorsede.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

SCAMS. -BEWARE.

Scamming has become increasingly common in recent years.
COVID has given scammers many new opportunities and it
seems that our ability to tackle the problem is permanently
lagging behind the ingenuity/criminality of the scammers. Most
financial institutions have improved their
security often seemingly at the expense
of the customer’s convenience and ease
of use. Security phone calls and messages
and an extra layer of complication to even
the simplest of financial transactions. Until
our systems have worked out how to trace
scammers, we are stuck with the system as
it is. It is now more important than ever that
we protect the vulnerable and our family
and friends from scamming and other types of sharp practice. My
recent experience has taught me that it is not only the 'elderly and
vulnerable' who can be very easily scammed. I have discovered the
hard way that obtaining an 'ESTA' form for foreign travel to the US
is open to such sharp practice.

The first contact details that appear on a Google search for ESTAs all
appear to be bona fide government websites with all the official logos.
When contacted, the applicant is invited to fill in a form (name, DOB,
passport number etc) and an official ESTA will be returned in a couple
of days. All for a charge of somewhere between £120-£150 per ESTA.
What you are not told is that they are transferring the information to
an official government ESTA service form — a form that is no more
complex than the one you have just completed — and sent it in to the
official government ESTA-issuing authority. It costs them (in my
case) $14 for this non-service. In other words they have pocketed well
over £100 for doing something you can do for yourself.

I am still to explain to my wife why our visit to the US to greet our
new grandchild has cost £280 more than intended.

20MPH INITIATIVE

There has never been an Oxfordshire County Council initiative more
popular than the installation of 20mph zones in any village or town
that wants it. True, there some hoops that have to be gone through to
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qualify, but the process is straightforward. I am not aware of anyone
who has failed. It would be a brave politician who tried to unravel or
challenge the initiative now.

I have received a couple of enquiries asking exactly what is the
justification for this initiative. It’s a fair question, so here is my
attempt to answer it. Obviously safety is the overriding justification.
All Councils are trying to get people out of cars and make walking
and cycling a more attractive and less risky option. The chances of
death or serious injury are drastically reduced as speeds reduce from
30-20mph. With increasing numbers of electric cars, any concerns
that 20mph produces more pollution are becoming less persuasive.
Enforcement is an issue, but the safety benefits increase every Imph
reduction in traffic speeds. If some drivers are determined to drive at
30mph in a 20mph zone, other people are safer than if the same driver
drives at 35mph in a 30mph zone. In other words, enforcement, in my
view, should never stop us introducing speed limits. Every life saved,
every injury less severe is progress.

Much will be happening in the autumn with decisions on the Reservoir
and major local road building. So, wishing everyone a good holiday,
free of Covid and, if possible free of travel disruption.

RICHARD WEBBER Cllr OCC SC & Marcham Division.
Phone 01235 534001 or email Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com

MP’S REPORT

I’ve just launched a campaign to help young people at local state
schools get work experience at the great
employers we have in the constituency.
This was part of what I used to do when I
ran charities because most work experience
goes to the relatives of existing employees
or clients, meaning young people without
connections struggle to get it. It’s vital to
get, because it gives you first understanding
of the world of work, teaching you what
to wear, how to interact with people, how
an organisation fits together and giving
you something you can put on your CV — as well as your first
connections. It has almost disappeared as a result of the pandemic,
so I’m leaning on the employers at Harwell and Milton Park, in
particular. If your organisation can help, wherever it is, do please
get in touch.

On 2 consecutive days we had debates that allowed me to raise
some of the constituent issues I am most often contacted about.
First, we had the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill, which
contains the Government’s planning reforms. I am very pleased
the Government has listened to those of us who raised objections
to the zonal system that was being suggested. It is also going to put
more weight on local plans and not require a 5-year land supply if
your local plan is up to date — welcome news for us.

The planning process will be fully digitalised, and I asked again for
hybrid meetings to be permitted (as well as measures to ensure the
digitally excluded can still participate). I banged the drum again for
my campaign for new houses to be built to the latest environmental
standard, not the one when they got planning permission, which
is often several years earlier. I also stressed there is still an issue
with housing targets. South and Vale have typically exceeded their
targets, but we continue to have an issue with the city of Oxford
demanding the highest number of houses then hardly building any
of them, meaning the burden falls on the rest of the county.

And, of course, I raised lack of infrastructure, which I did again
the following day in a debate about Ofwat. The Government has
just set new priorities for Ofwat, and I used a debate on these to
talk about the sewage releases in Oxfordshire waters, the poor
water infrastructure that often accompanies new homes and the
objections to the reservoir proposal. You can find both speeches on
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my website/Facebook pages.

I had a great 4 days of Platinum Jubilee celebrations including
in Didcot, Faringdon, Wantage, Grove, West Hanney, Harwell
and Wallingford. Along the way there was lots of food, plenty of
games, Vikings, morris dancers, animals and an impressive array
of classic cars — well done to everyone involved. God save our
wonderful Queen.

As ever, if I can help with anything do get in touch via david.

johnston.mp@parliament.uk

DAVID JOHNSTON OBE MP, Member of Parliament for
Wantage, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

0207 219 3858 Email: david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk
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JARD b a ocal community group formed to campaign against Thames Water's

ABINGDON RESERVOIR - LATEST FROM GARD

The Water summit to be hosted by Oxfordshire County Council

that was scheduled for June has been postponed until September.

We will provide an update once the new date is confirmed.

GARD have been reviewing the WRSE consultation response and

points to highlight at this stage include:

* The Reservoir is the strategic project which had the most
opposition - over 500 out of 1150 responses opposed the
scheme.

*  Whilst WRSE appear to acknowledge our response and
criticisms (GARD is mentioned 25 times compared to Ofwat’s
18), they have made little attempt to address our concerns
now. Many of these concerns were shared in Ofwat’s view of
the plan, especially on lack of detailed cost, or environmental
justification, or consideration of alternatives.

*  WRSE state that they do not propose to provide a detailed
response to the issues raised at this stage in the process but
that more detailed information on the assessment of costs,
benefits and potential environmental effects of the options will
be made available in Autumn 2022, for the options selected
in the draft regional plan, and for the alternatives. This will
include a reasoned justification for the overall strategy in the
draft regional plan, and for the selection of options within that
strategy.

* The Severn Thames Transfer was the option with the biggest
support (more than one in four of responses), including much
support for the transfer to be done via the Cotswold canal.

It's clear GARD and all local residents who responded to the

consultation have made an impact. Thanks once again to everyone

who took part.

More encouragement came from our MP, David Johnston, who

spoke against the reservoir plans (and Thames Water’s appalling

record on sewage) in a debate in Parliament. This was covered by
the Oxford Mail, and you can view the debate at https://fb.watch/
dzvLwY5PZw/

In the meantime for further information, contact details and updates

visit: www.gard-oxon.org.uk, Facebook: @abingdonreservoir,

Twitter: @GARD OXON

y

Tell them what you know, not who you are

CRIMESTOPPERS
0800 555 111

Call anonymously with information about crime
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Work, Rest and Play
| grew up in the UK in the 1980’s back when there were only four TV channels, changing them required exercise,
and Mars Bars were good for you. So complete the following sentence: “a Mars a day helps you....” How can we
have been so stupid? How could 260 calories help you rest? | can see how a Mars Bar might help you work and
play. But rest? Perhaps this humble fat-inducing snack might hold some wisdom for us at this time of year when
many will try to slow down and.... “have a break”. (At least a Kit Kat contains only 107 calories!) Summer is here,
and holidays may beckon. Perhaps, like us, you are looking forward to a first summer holiday abroad for over 2
years, just as long as cancellations don’t scupper it. People with busy working lives, especially those with family
commitments and responsibilities in the community, will often think in terms of trying to live a balanced life;
attempting to strike some mythical perfect “work-life balance”. But in village communities like ours, work and
life are often intertwined, and in some cases inseparable. With many people now working from home more, and
lots in our community serving faithfully in active retirement, life tends to be a mixture of work, rest and play.
Perhaps the more constructive way of thinking is to seek a blended life rather than a balanced one. | think this is
more realistic when commitments are multiple and overlapping. That’s why | like the 80’s Mars Bar slogan
theory. It places work, rest and play in close relation to each other as they tend to be in reality. Maybe the image
of a perfectly blended smoothie is more apt at this time of year? The right amount of fruit, a glug of milk, and a
blob or seven of ice cream. So sustainable, fruitful living is a blend of hard work, mixed with a healthy dollop of
rest, spiced with just the right amount of fun and spontaneity too.

The Bible is wonderfully practical when it comes to life and work. Genesis teaches that God created people for
work, but also that he rested on the seventh day after completing his work of creating. He sits back and enjoys
the fruit of his labour.Much of modern life has lost that pattern of weekly Sabbath rest, and | think we are
generally more tired and stressed as a result. So | encourage you to take a break if you possibly can this
summer.Get the blend right and take a lesson from the Mars Bar and the smoothie. As that great icon of the
80’s, Ferris Bueller, said: “Life moves pretty fast. If you don't stop and look around once in a while, you could
miss it.”

HOLIDAY CLUB Tuesday 30™ Aug - Friday 2 Sept — see page 11 for details.
Service of full immersion baptism 5pm Sunday 3™ July at All Saints’- all welcome!

Regular services (ALL WEEKS) From the
10am: Morning Service at All Saints’ Registers:
11am-12pm: Open church at St. Luke’s Baptisms
6pm: Evening Service Jacob Cobban
Wednesday Holy Communion Tobias Blenkinsopp
10.30am at Duffield Place

Contacts:

Revd. Nick Weldon Vicar vicar@allsaintsmarcham.org 01865 391962, Rob Finch Youth Worker 07888331708,
rob@marchamyouth.org Jill RoweChildren and Families minister families@allsaintsmarcham.org Tamsin Gilbert
Parish Administrator info@allsaintsmarcham.org
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