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GARDEN & HOUSE SERVICES

CONTAINER STORAGE

e 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon
e 24 hour CCTV
xon
® Easy Access torage
[

Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk
www.oxonstorage.co.uk

Oxford Wood Recycling

We have your DIY wood needs
covered - timber, tool hire, friendly
advice and low prices.

“Simple, easy and makes the world a better place.”
Morgan, Wood Shop customer

4 Suffolk Way, Abingdon, OX14 5JX
onsonn Tel: 01235 861228 %\UURK

ﬁnem:uns www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk

Martin Gilbert

Motor Repairs Ltd
Local Family Run Business

VEHICLE REPAIR & SERVICE CENTRE

For all Makes & Models
Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Repair & Service Centre
Cars & Light Commercial Repairs Including;
17 Seater Minibuses & Vans up to 3.5 Tonnes
Engine Management & Electrical Repairs

gy MOT's WHILE YOU WAIT [y
Carried out to a High Standard by Qualified Technicians
Tel: 01235 553055 - Radley Rd Industrial Estate
Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY
www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.co.uk
E: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

%“ A.D.Maclean

TREE MANAGEMENT LTD

“Professional Tree Mailagement throughout Oxfordshire

Tree removal Seasoned logs and kindling
Crown thinning delivered
Crown reduction and lifting

Sectional tree removals £5M Public Liability Insurance
Fruit tree pruning

Stump grinding All work carried out to
Hedge cutting BS 3998:2010

QUALIFIED
WORKFORCE

andrew@admtrees.co.uk . .
01865 391859 For a full list of services visit:

@admtrees www.admtrees.co.uk

= Hills

Suppliers of aggregates
and concrete for
every need

Our products include:

e ready-mixed concrete

* sand cement floor screed
e decorative aggregate

* sand, gravel and stone

1: 01865 390838

hills-quarry.co.uk

4 Darren Downes
§ 1\

Y/ @ 07974672579
(]
We stfl e I d @ Find us on Facebook

GARDENING
SERVICES westfieldgardening@gmail.com

search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts June 2025



Hi Everyone

Hope you enjoy this jam-packed issue.
MAD is a busy place.

Happy Reading

PUBLISHER /

EDITOR

Kay McKeown

c/o Marcham Village Shop

16 North Street, Marcham OX13 6NG
Email: editor@madnews.co.uk

Website: www.madnews.co.uk
ADVERTISING

Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews
makes no guarantees as to accuracy or
authenticity.

DISTRIBUTORS

Paula Utting and Claire Wright

13 Parkside, Marcham OX13 6NN

Tel: 01865 391443

PROOFREADING

Jane Mander & Sheen Bigden
DEADLINES

All entries including articles, notices,
reports and advertising:

17.00 15th of the month

ADDITIONAL COPIES

These are available from Marcham Village
Shop. Postal copies are also available —
contact the Editor.

DISCLAIMER

We apologise in advance for any errors that
may creep into MADNews (online or print), or
omissions that creep out — we don't do it on
purpose! The Editor reserves the right to alter,
omit or hold over copy to another issue. The
views expressed in the Marcham & District News
are not necessarily those of the editorial team,
who are all volunteers.

© Marcham & District News 2025

The copying of any part of this publication
without written authorisation is not permitted.
POLICE

PCSO Rich Osborn C9323 for Marcham
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.police.uk
Tel: 07980 924693

Or just dial 101 (non-emergency) and omit
the C from his number to leave a message.
CRIMESTOPPERS

Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)

NHS NON-EMERGENCY

Call Free from any phone - 111

COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Marcham and Cumnor

James Plumb

Tel: 07779 386205

Email: james.plumb@oxfordshire.gov.uk
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Marcham and Shippon

Robert Clegg, 42 Harding Way, Marcham,
OX13 6FJ

Tel: 07784225290
Email:robert.clegg@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
For other representatives see page 18 or
go to www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

This month's cover photo
Red Admiral
on an Echinacea (purple coneflower)
by Paula Utting

June 2025

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING

The annual meeting of the Council was
held on 12th May. The annual meeting is a
formal meeting which must be held every
year, and covers the election of a Chairman,
and appointment of working groups. Mark
Harvie was elected Chairman for the next
year to May 2026. Various working groups
were set up to look at planning applications,
allotments, footpaths, and considering
future burial space, as well as formal internal
administrative groups to review policies,
and audit processes.

NEW COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The Parish Council welcomed the newly
elected County Councillor for the Division,
James Plumb, to the Parish Council
meeting. James, as many of the readers will
know, lives in Marcham, and was formerly
a parish councillor. The Parish Council is
the most local level of local government,
representing the community, and having
been involved previously, James should be
aware already of the issues that the parish
faces. However, he left the meeting with a
list of highway items which he is helping to
pursue. These included :

e aspeed reduction along the
Sheepstead Road and Faringdon Road

e relocating further away the Morland
Road footway which is currently too
close to the Barrow Close entrance

e the replacement of the 20 mph signage
and recalibrating the vehicle activated
sign on the A415 to 20 mph, and
the general speeds of traffic passing
through the village

e protection from vehicles for cyclists/
pedestrians using the footway/cycle
track plus dealing with cutting back the
grass verge and overgrowth

e Clearance of the culvert which goes
under the A415 at the western side of
the village to help ensure there is no
road flooding next Winter.

James is currently the highway super user

for the parish. This means he may be able

to help fix problems by using his local
knowledge and fast-tracking the process of
repairing defects by ordering works direct
with the contractor. There are only certain
categories of problems such as some
potholes, blocked drains, damaged kerbing
that can be fast-tracked, but he has a can of
spray-paint and has received training by the
County Council.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING FOR
ELECTORS — 15TH MAY, 2025

The Council was pleased to see residents
from the village attend the annual meeting
for electors. The meeting is an opportunity
for residents to find out more about what
is happening in the immediate area where
they live, and feel part of the community.
The Local Government Act 1972 states that
the Chairman of the Parish Council shall
preside, so the job of running the meeting
fell to Mark Harvie. He gave an overview
of the Parish Council and spoke about the
grass cutting, work to improve footpaths,
a new unigue noticeboard and bench

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk

seating funded by art monies given by the
local housing developers, the ongoing
works to finish off the new play area, and
improvements to the allotments. He also
listed the grants awarded by the Parish
Council over the past year.

Viv Hutchinson, Head Teacher, gave a very
interesting summary of the curriculum and
focus of the school since her appointment,
and reflected on the things that had been
shared at previous annual meetings.
Robert Clegg, the District Councillor, and
James Plumb the newly elected County
Councillor, too gave their reports on the key
matters happening atthe councils where they
represent Marcham. Three of the big issues
at the moment are the central government'’s
plans for unitary authorities, the proposals
by Thames Water for a reservoir and the
redevelopment of the Dalton Barracks site.

GRASS CUTTING

This is the first full season of using a new
contractor for grass cutting in the parish.
The same contractor is emptying the litter
bins, and checking the play area too. The
new firm, Tactical Faciliies Management
Ltd, undertakes grass cutting and general
maintenance for other Parish Councils
at various locations in Berkshire and
Oxfordshire, and came recommended from
a local parish who also use them. The grass
works are being monitored and inspected,
so if you spot a particular problem, then
please let your local parish councillor or
clerk know.

FRAUD WARNING

Matthew Barber, the Police and Crime
Commissioner has said that “Investment
fraud is one of the most common types of
fraud and it can destroy lives and leave
people feeling humiliated and helpless.
Some feel guilty they were groomed or
that their contacts were used to target
other victims through social media, but
only the fraudsters are at fault. People
are being robbed of their life savings and
future through more and more sophisticated
scams, many using Al impersonating loved
ones. | urge those who have been affected
to report investment fraud and seek support.
| also encourage everyone to continue to
heed police advice.”

The advice is to be cautious if you are
approached via social media, see investment
opportunities that mention cryptocurrency,
trading or stocks and shares, or uses
advertisements with well known celebrities.
In order to protect yourself from fraud, the
advice is to not be rushed into making
decisions, seek advice first from trusted
friends or family or professional independent
advice, and use the Financial Conduct
Authority’s Register to check if companies
are regulated by them.

DATE OF NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Monday 9th June, 2025 at 7.30p.m. in the
village hall. Please check the Council’'s
website in case arrangements change.
Clerk to the Council:

Mrs. L. Martin, 90 Howard Cornish Road
Tel: 01865 391833
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk



HOUSE & GARDEN SERVICES

m Gary Drew

Electrical & Property Maintenance
* All aspects of electrical work undertaken

* NICEIC registration for your reassurance

||
® 07912 605 012 | S
© gary.drew@mail.com pomesnic (7

@ www.facebook.com/GDElectrical

4 60N

Frilford Decorators

Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments
Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523

References Available
Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

Oxfordshire Roofing

and Building Services
a good honest and reliable firm
Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689

Flat Roofing Chimney Repointing
New Roofs De-Mossing
Guttering Tiling

Slating Facias

Small Jobs Welcome <« Discount for OAPs
Tel: 01865 392106 = Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

| Eeodatak, },.-

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES
Stephen R Matthews

Tel: 01235 766412

Mobile: 07796 532356

Email: stephenmatthews.pgs@gmail.com

All aspects of work undertaken, including:
® garden clearance and restoration
e fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning
® hedgecutting
¢ fencing and landscaping.

Classic Car Restoration Race Prep

theshopws ®;

&

Automotive Fabrication |
and Welding

Got a classic car in the garage, rusting away?
Get it back on the road with The Shop

From minor welds to full restorations

MOT welding

o=

Rust repairs

omwxercial or Domestic
From Classic Cars to Race Cars
— Special projects |
Family business

Fair pricing

Call Andy @ The Shop 07739 337562
Email: theshop.ws@gmail.com
www.TheShop.ws

* . PEST &

WIZARRS

ALL INSECTS RATS, MICE,
SOLAR PANEL YOUR LOCAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE MOLES &
IRREL

PROOFING PROMPT SERVICE SQUIRRELS

MARK DEARLOVE - 07446377816
01235 642689 - info@pestwizards.co.uk

Oxfordshire
Mould
and Damp
Services

a good honest and reliable firm
Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689

Small Jobs Welcome < Discount for OAPs
Tel: 01865 392106 =« Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

search for a local service online:

www.madnews.co.uk/adverts June 2025



BIG MARCHAM WEEKEND 2025
Congratulations to everyone who
organised, took part, supported and
attended BMW this year — it gets better
every time! Here are some photos ....

Ra

MADNews Photograph Competition
The first ever MAD News photo competition was wonderful.

Congratulations to Paula Utting who
submitted the winning entry, which is this
month’s cover of a Red Admiral butterfly
sunning on an echinacea flower. It was
taken on her iPhone, in her garden.

Thank you to all entrants, some excellent
photographs were submitted and we
hope to use some of the other entries in
future months.

Saturday was a lovely day at the Big
Marcham Weekend and the photos were
displayed for people to vote on their
favourite. Anna, Mark and | spent the
afternoon encouraging voters and there
were over 370 votes cast.

We will be repeating the photo
competition again next year so keep
taking them and save them in readiness
for entering in 2026.

Thank you to Marcham Society for letting
us tag onto the corner of their stand!

KAY

June 2025 MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk 5



HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

P IIIIITY CARPETS, UPHOLSTERY, RUGS

Most carpets dry within the hour
. Unbeatable resuits, removes almost
'—fﬁT Carpentry Lt&:’:’ all spots & stains
e o s e e kg G®BUSTERS
Stuart Gardner Nick Trinder OXFORD 01865 726983
07885 266965 07831 773804 ABINGDON 01235 5559533
01865 391110 /0 01235 224177 WITNEY 01993 868924
Ayics =
Q\é O"k‘»" www. grilmebusters.co.uk
l \\ INDOW, f]s"(
\}m E Szl .
Z i 2 Sharman Roofing
3 §UPVCj B GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist
O % = O . . . .
t z g Z tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,
g z gﬂ?%ﬁg new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds
FLOORIN G all work considered, call Mark on
Give us a call today for a quotation. 07979 791075
Unit 116 Grove Business Centre, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 0X12 9FA msharmanroofing@gmail.Com
www.gtcarpentry.com
c— | — — —

Local Renewable Installers

=56
.
[E15Hy

SCAN FOR
WEBSITE

AES

ALTERNATIVE

ENERGY
SOLUTIONS

Wwww.aespv.com
07739 313994

RECCY

MOSSINATOR®

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

Cleaning at its finest
High quality,friendly and flexible
cleaning service.
Ironing~Carpet cleaning

07771391209 ~ gabipapp@icloud.com

6 search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts June 2025
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to the
Royal British Legion's Poppy Appeal for VE Day.

I can confirm that Marcham and Appleton have raised a
tremendous £681.40 with Appleton School having a Red, White
& Blue non-school uniform day which raised over £140.

JAMIE BUTCHER

Frilford Parish Meeting

Thanks to everyone who came to the meeting on Friday 9th May.

James Pelling, who spoke, is one of our local PCSOs, and his
email is james.pelling@thamesvalley.police.uk

He mentioned that crime reports and other information about
our local neighbourhood policing could be found online, here:
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/

W

Another brain teaser from The THE

Crown, Marcham who host a (IRO(GD

weekly  quiz every  Tuesday.
Answers on page 19! FREE HOUSE

1) Which European country hosted the
1958 FIFA World Cup?

2) Guru Nanak is said to have founded which religion?

3) Parachutes was the name of which group’s debut
album?

4) Who left the TV show Countdown at the same time as
Des O’Connor in 2008?

5) In which country was the Hyundai motor company
founded in 19677

6) Which soft drinks name is Maori for ‘Good Health’ ?

7) How many coloured circles are there on a Twister mat?

8) Which British monarch was on the throne at the time of
the American Civil War?

9) Which element has the chemical symbol K?

10) With a bird on the label, what is the best-selling
blended whisky in Scotland?

11) The Cotswold Hills are situated mainly in which
county?

12) Which African country was formerly known as Upper
Volta before changing its name in 19847

June 2025

Marcham Village Shop & Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG
Call us: Shop 391993/ Post Office 391940
Facebook: marchamvillageshop

Monday — Friday: 0830-1700
Saturday: 0830-1200
Sundays & Bank Holidays: Closed

As you know, Marcham Village Shop and Post Office is a
Community shop run by the Community for the Community.
As such, the profit from the shop sales goes to cover monthly
outgoings ie: rent, electric, minor repairs/improvements etc. And,
we endeavour to support the Community by donating to various
activities and organisations based in the local area.

This year, we are delighted to announce that we have
been able to support the following:

£100 to the Church Flower Festival in aid of Breast %
Cancer and kitchen equipment for the Church; !

200 cadbury’s creme eggs which went to the 4
school for Easter; @ s ﬁ s

£250 for Harmony Inspires — an a capella choir, with
members from the village, that uses the Marcham Centre;

£200 to Marcham School towards funding for a forthcoming
art project;

£600 for the SAFE charity, Support for Young People
Affected by Crime, for families in our area including
Marcham;

Raffle prizes for various local events — maybe you were one
of the lucky winners!

And, on the flip side, we would like to thank the Vale of
White Horse District Council. They have supported our
application for funding from their S106 grant scheme to enable
us to replace our current chiller cabinet in the shop. We are
absolutely delighted.

As in previous years, Mid-May saw a fantastic turn-out for the
Big Marcham Weekend. Once again, the shop took a fully-
loaded ice-cream freezer and we also had a supply of some of
our local products that we sell in the shop. We helped the bar
out again by selling bottled drinks to keep the queues down.
It was a fabulous day, and we hope that everyone enjoyed
themselves.

Please don't forget that, in addition to your basic daily grocery
needs, we have so many other things to offer....we are not just
your standard, basic grocery store — here are just some of our
extras below:

Post Office — a full range of services including parcel delivery/
collection, cheque and cash deposits, cash withdrawals,
foreign currency, pay bills, stamps and loads more

Hedges — order your fresh meat from us in time for delivery on
Fridays or Saturdays

Hot drinks machine — coffee, hot chocolate or tea, plus a cake
deal if you fancy it

Dry Cleaning — leave your dry-cleaning with us for collection
the following week

Locally sourced products — Well-Preserved jams, chutneys
& marmalades, Wessex Mill Flours, Loose Cannon beers, local
honey and very fresh local eggs

Stationery products — pens, pads, rulers, various envelopes
& boxes, bubble wrap, tape etc

Cards & gift-wrap — just what you need for that specific
occasion

Plants when available, including geraniums, fuchsias,
primroses etc

Gluten-free products — snacks, bread/cakes, pasta etc

Gift ideas — fancy chocolates, tea caddies, specialist alcoholic
drinks, candles, soaps and much more.
THANK YOU, AS ALWAYS,
FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk



HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

ELECTRICIAN

DANIEL KERR
M: 07817 457 832
E: Daniel-Electrician@outlook.com

87, HAMFIELD, WANTAGE

KEEP IT LOCAL !

Family Run Newspaper Delivery Service
Delivering In Marcham
Surrounding Areas.

DK ELECTRICAL SERVICES Get your favourite newspapers and

, _ magazines delivered.
City & Guilds / Insured / 7 day Service / No Call-Out Charge / .
Emergencies / No Higher Rate For Sundays/B.Holidays Please call or email us to start

your delivery.

If you are over 13 years old and would be
interested in delivering newspapers for
us please call or email us.

Call: 01235 763134
Email: contact@rowesnews.co.uk

Discount For Neighbours
& Over 65's

B&B Rafters

www.rowesnewsmarket.co.uk
18 Wallingford Street, Wantage

1. 8. 8. 0. 8¢

Bed & Breakfast

Shaun Guard

Abingdon Road Contact Mrs Sigrid Grawert TV AERIAL & WIFI SERVICES ‘:i &
Marcham Tel 01865 391298 B Aerials - supplied, repaired and poor reception solved ;
. . . B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations
Abingdon, Oxfordshire  enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk B WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling
0X13 6NU www. bnb-rafters.co.uk B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned
. . 2= OXFORD AERIALS
Join us and discover —— |

a place to relax

Your home affects your health

Find out what support is available to help keep you safe and well in your home.
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homerepairs

Get help with home repairs §is OXFORDSHIRE

There are services and funds available to help people (owners and
private tenants) stay independent, safe and well in their homes,
and Oxfordshire County Council has developed a referral service
to help residents (or carers) access the right organisations in their
area, to get the help they need.

The type of help that can be provided are services such as new KingSton Road, Frilford
boilers, repairs to boilers, loft or cavity wall insulation, access to a

local and trustworthy repairs service and general advice on how to 01865 391864

stay safe, well and affordably warm in your home. WWW.tOWﬂfUHOﬂg .co.uk

For more information or to make a referral visit
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homerepairs

8 search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts June 2025



MARCHAM \%1/

Monday 16th June
7.30pm at Marcham Centre

‘Isn't it cold in the winter'

Speaker: Karen Wiles

Voluntary Service in World War Il. So, we've invited Karen
and her husband back again to tell us this time all about their
life living on a Dutch Barge. We'll hear all about their journey

from making the monumental decision to what it is actually
like to live on a Barge and travel the waterways.

Visitors always welcome
marchamwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

SAVE THE DATES
87 days to lift off!
Annual Holiday Club at All Saints Church, Marcham
Tuesday 26th - Friday 29th August 2025
10am - 2pm
£40 (with discount available for multiple siblings).
Bookings will go live on 1st July.
Allsaintsmarcham-with-garford.org.uk

We enjoyed Karen's talk last year on Doing their Bit, Women's

B 0 K \\SHE L F
(W S
Summer Reading
A reminder that we have a book shelf in the Marcham Centre
Hub, stocked with books available for you to borrow and also an

opportunity to donate ones you have read. Space is limited, so
Fiction and Biography donations only please.

The bookshelf is already receiving good use as people are
discovering it. Enjoy a relaxing read in the summer this year!

June 2025

Marcham

SOCIETY

The Midweek Walk

12.30pm Thursday 5th June 2025
Please contact walks@marchamsociety.org.uk 01865 391439

THE MONTHLY TALK

Monday 23rd June 2025 at 7.15 for 7.45pm
Main Hall, Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, OX13 6TY

Otmoor, A Wetland Restored
a talk by Peter Barker

This talk looks at what has been achieved in the
twenty-eight years since the RSPB took over some not
very promising farmland. It covers why the place was
special and how we have created the wildlife haven that
it is today.

The second half of the talk takes a whistle stop tour
through a year on Otmoor reflecting the changes in the
wildlife through the seasons.
Peter Barker has been involved §
with the Reserve as a volunteer
warden and wildlife surveyor \
the first land was
purchased. He also teaches bird
identification for the RSPB. He
is a retired teacher having taught
in Oxford for almost forty years
and an artist, photographer
and writer. He wrote the Birds §
of Otmoor for the Oxford
Ornithological Society.

since

www.00s.org.uk/bo-otmoor.php

Members free of charge, Guests welcome at £5

For more information contact
membership@marchamsociety.org.uk
www.marchamsociety.org.uk
Facebook: marchamsociety

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk



INAND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL

The pre-school children have

been participating in a ' Sunflower
Challenge', using the simple sunflower
to explore all areas of our curriculum...

pre-Schag/ gy

The children have been
learning about how
sunflowers grow, comparing
and counting the seeds and
noticing different quantities
of groups. Next we used all
our observations to create
beautiful sunflower paintings
before planting some seeds
and creating a book to record
the changes and growth
every day! We can't wait to
see the shoots appear and
include more maths learning
as we measure and record
how tall they become.

We look forward to sharing our news again next month.

We are accepting applications for September 2026 and
would recommend that applications are submitted as early as
possible to allow us to plan our future admissions.

If you are interested in your child joining Marcham Pre-
school please contact us on admissions@outlook.com
Nicky Sanford, Early Years Teacher

Marcham Pre-school

01865 392101 email marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk
www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com

10

Concerned about a child?

If you're worried about a child, even if you're unsure don't
delay... Call the NSPCC helpline and speak to a professional
counsellor - you do not have to give your name. Available
for advice and support 24/7. Call 0808 800 5000 or email
help@nspcc.org.uk www.nspcc.org.uk

Call the police on 999 if you think a child is in danger.

search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts

MARCHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Joy and Peace Flower festival at All Saints’ W ;‘i
Church - Did you get a chance to go? It was truly

a beautiful sight! Organisations and groups from g
Marcham, Abingdon and beyond contributed S
floral displays, in aid of the Breast Cancer charity.

There were formal and informal arrangements, a

beautiful flower meadow from Pre-school, an afternoon tea made
from flowers.

Our contribution was the rainbow
arrangement that you can see above
in the photo. Every child made at least
one flower from tissue paper (each
class had a different colour) and the
flowers arranged into a rainbow, in
line with the school story of Noah'’s
Ark — and God'’s promise not to flood
the earth again. Many, many, many
thanks to Jay Finch and Anne Wilson
for stapling the flowers onto ribbons
and displaying them so beautifully. It
was really impressive. They deserve flowers themselves!

We were given this fantastic real flower arrangement of the school
badge by Joe, Maisy and Rosie’s grandmother after the festival.

Thank you very much. It was beautiful.
Community Litter Pick

A huge thank you to all of the
many, many children and
parents that supported our j
Eco Council’s litter pick in the
vilage on Thursday 1st May.
It was a really hot afternoon
but a huge amount of rubbish |
was collected from the village. §
Also thanks to Mr Clayton (Yr6
teacher) for organising the litter
pick and liaising with the council
to provide all the equipment. It was a very successful event.

Cake sales There have been 2 sets of cake sales in school (and
other sundries for sale) over the past week or so, organised by
pupils wanting to raise money so that they can compete in the
Knight Frank Triathlon, being held at The Oratory School in June.

We are so proud of our pupils, who are willing to take part and give
back to the wider community. Money raised will go to the Restless
Development — a charity committed to empowering young people
to make a better world. We wish them all the best as they continue
to raise money - look out for opportunities to support them in doing
So.

Recently, our school newsletters have been filled with pupils
showing a real and genuine spirit of care for our community and
engagement in activities to make Marcham a more beautiful place
— both literally and spiritually.

Well done, Marcham pupils! You are showing what it is like to live
the Marcham School vision.

To see what else the school has been up to go to
www.marcham.oxon.sch.uk/class-pages
VIV HUTCHINSON

June 2025



Marcham C of E
Primary School

Come and be a part of our Marcham School family.

We pride ourselves on being the primary school for the pupils of Marcham and the surrounding
villages and we hope that, meeting us, you will feel that you belong. Come and join us!

Why not visit the school office, phone (01865 391448) or email us
office.3235@marcham.oxon,sch.uk for an opportunity to speak to us and arrange to see the

school at work. You can also find out more about our school - our vision, values and passions - by

visiting our website https://www.marcham.oxon.sch.uk/.

We look forward to welcoming you and showing off what we think is the BEST school in the world!

:\:1&??% e

Thirsty Community Café continues with
its twice weekly café at the Marcham
Centre on a Wednesday and Saturday and
Natural Bread are with us each Saturday.

May was busy for Thirsty Café, we
provided refreshments on the bank
holiday Monday at the very successful
Flower Festival which was held at All
Saints’ Church.

We had a new adventure for us — Thirsty Café Milkshake
pop-up at the Marcham Centre. It was very popular, and our
wonderful volunteers were kept busy. Look out for further
dates as we will do them again.

Then we were at the Marcham Big Weekend providing drinks,
cakes, a BBQ and pizzas. We had some Farmers Market stalls
by us and we took the opportunity to gather people’s views
about holding them in the future, again, watch this space to
hear more.

Rory making milkshakes

We appreciate you supporting your local community café and
if you would like to chat about volunteering, please email
hello@thirstycafemarcham.co.uk and Ruth or Nicci will get
back to you.

Wednesday 18th June will be the next Community Lunch 12-
1:30pm.

If you plan to come along to the lunch it would be appreciated
if you let us know by email hello@thirstycafemarcham.co.uk or
let us know via our Facebook page.

See the calendar for all the Thirsty sessions this month
Website: www.thirstycafemarcham.co.uk
E-mail: hello@thirstycafemarcham.co.uk

Facebook: https://facebook.com/thirstycafemarcham
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/thirstycafemarcham

June 2025
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL & COMMUNITY

Mobile Foot Health Professional covering
10 mile radius around Wantage

Alison Love mcrup marup
Foot Health Professional

07768276718

Treatments include diabetic assesment
Corns Calluses Verrucas & Nails

alison@foothealthwithlove.co.uk
www.foothealthwithlove.co.uk

SLIM WITH GRACE

) e At Preston Road Community
C S/I /] Centre, Abingdon
W Mondays 5.30pm and 7.00pm
touching hearts, changing lives At Marcham Centre

Tuesdays 5.30pm and 7.30pm

CALL GRACE 07807 707925

Kilbey & Clarke
Will Writers and Estate Practitioners

KilbeyandClarke

* Wills from £175

* Lasting Power of Attorney from £195, £350 for 2 LPAs
* Inheritance Protection

* Probate

* Will storage: Annual or lifetime

* Local, friendly, professional with home visits

. . Foc,~ Safe to do
Nigel Kilbey Member SWW ,j‘- e : i
= S h

07734 051258 / 01235 868266 | AL » CUSiness wit

%, <« Code Compliant

www.kilbeyandclarke.co.uk

wills@kilbeyandclarke.co.uk

ABBEY CHIRO

PODIATRY

21-27 Coxeter House Abingdon OX14 5AJ
Tel 01235 530577

www.abingdonchiropody.com

HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists

Surgery and Home Visits available. Free Parking in Coxeters Yard

N

£75,000 iNn GRANTS APPROVED IN 2 YRS
AND ANOTHER £10,000 sTiLL AVAILABLE

Does Your Local (to Marcham) Organisation, Society,
Group or Club Need Help with Funding?

IF THE ANSWER IS “YES” TO THIS QUESTION THEN THE
ANSON TRUST MAY BE ABLE TO HELP YOU

For more information on our grant application process and
policy please visit ansontrust.org/grant-giving

or email us at ansontrustenquiries@gmail.com
Reg’d Charity No. 1107174

If you have an event to promote
email editor@madnews.co.uk with the details

Deadline is the 15th of the month before publication

search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts

*GROOMING
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
NOwW

COFFEE
SHOP

THEDOGSSPOT.CO.UK
) 2HIGH ST, ABINGDON, 0X14 5AX
01235 797386

*free delivery over £60,
same-day local delivery

0800 555 111

Call anonymously with information about crime

‘ @ { CRIMESTOPPERS

Tell them what you know, not who you are

June 2025



The Great Garden Weather Wars!

Once upon a time, in a peaceful little garden, a tiny robin
named Rusty ruled the land. He chirped his royal orders, kept
watch over the wiggly worms, and greeted the local bees with
a polite nod. Life was good.

But one fateful week, the clouds had a big disagreement with
the sun. Heavy rain swept through, turning the garden into a
giant puddle! Worms wriggled in delight, popping out of the
soggy soil like spaghetti. Rusty was thrilled —he was having a
feast! Snails, meanwhile, held a victory parade, slowly gliding
over the drenched paths. But the bees? Disaster! Their fluffy
little feet got all soggy, and finding nectar turned into an
extreme sport.

Then—just as quickly as the rain had arrived —it vanished.
The sun, eager to reclaim control, turned the garden into a
dry, crispy desert. The worms retreated underground, leaving
Rusty stomping his tiny feet in frustration. The snails sulked
under leaves, while the bees cheered! No more soggy wings —
nectar-hunting resumed with gusto!

And so, the battle continued. Rain and sun took turns, shaking
up the garden gang’s daily routines. The worms rejoiced,
then disappeared. The snails paraded, then pouted. The bees
groaned, then danced. Rusty? He learned to roll with it—
because whether drenched or dusty, the garden always found
a way to carry on.

And the moral of the story? If you're a garden creature, a
traditional gardener, or a wildlife gardener, weather is your
boss! So next time it rains, just remember—you might be
grumpy, but the snails are throwing a party. And when it's
dry, you may suffer, but the bees are buzzing with joy.

Such is the way of the Great Garden Weather Wars!

Happy Gardening!
Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist
01865 747243 www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
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Marcham Road Health Centre PPG
Are you a patient at this practice?
This article is written for you

At Marcham Road Health Centre, interest in research is high on
the agenda. This helps to identify patients who could benefit from
research and also keep up to date with research programmes that
can be passed on to patients to help them improve their own health.

With this in mind, The Patient Participation Group (PPG), which
represents patients, recently held an event where Sleep Research
was on the agenda. Advanced Nurse Practitioner, Carley Moore,
invited guest speaker, Dr Fiona Tierney, from Oxford Brookes
University, to speak to some patients from the practice.

Her approach was to elicit sleep experiences from the audience
to enable her to give pragmatic advice and make suggestions to
improve their quality of sleep. This prompted a fascinating range
of sleep experiences, including; the impact of exercise, smart
watches, bright light, shift-working, herbal teas and body rhythms.

She explained how she uses three prompts: Lights, Lions and
Tools to help us to manage our own sleep. The Light prompt refers
to the Circadian process and she recommends exposure to light
especially in the morning, as this is more effective, and to avoid
napping for more than 30 minutes. The Lions prompt requires us to
ask ourselves, have we done enough exercise, do we have regular
meal-times and regular bed-times? Finally, Dr Tierney explained,
“it's important that our brain feels it's safe to wind down and go to
sleep” which brings us to the Tools category that requires us to
consider what we can do to make our brain feel that it doesn’t need
to ‘be on alert’. Things that patients can try are: a regular night-time
routine, not watching television an hour before bed-time, having
a night-time drink or reading in bed. She emphasised, “We're all
different so try some of the above and see what works for you”.

All the attendees were asked to complete a simple questionnaire,
which will be used to improve future events and to provide
information to the Practice & PPG. The participants thanked the
PPG for organising the event, Dr Tierney for her talk and Carley
Moore for hosting it.

If you are interested in attending member events with limited
attendances, please contact us with your email address and we will
add you to the pre-invitation email records.

If you would like more information or wish to be involved with the
PPG contact: mrfhc.ppg@nhs.net or drop a note into reception
marked for The PPG.

https://www.marchamroadhealthcentre.co.uk/practice-
information/patient-participation-group/

We will be opening gardens in and
around Marcham on

Sunday July 13th

We have 5 or 6 gardens on the list so far but if you would
like to open yours please let me know - it doesn’t have to be
perfect, ours never will be. Watch this space next month for
further details. Sheila Dunford.

sheila.dunford@btinternet.com or 391439

June 2025
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FOOD AND DRINK

Do you want your work to make a difference
every day?
Do you want to support community safety?
Join Thames Valley Police as a
Police Community Support Officer (PCSO)

Our PCSOs are the face of the police within local communities.
In this diverse role, you will police our neighbourhoods, work to
reduce crime and disorder, and build strong relationships with
our communities and partner agencies.

Forget the stereotype — modern apprenticeships offer new
opportunities to earn and learn for everyone from college leavers
to career changers. As an apprentice PCSO your on-the-job
learning will also be accredited with a Level 4
Diploma in Community Policing Practice.

Join TVP and be the difference

you want to see

More information about the PCSO role is
available on our TVP Careers website, on the
PCSO page: tvpcareers.co.uk/roles/pcsos

RECRUITMENT

'! MINIBUS
_--‘ - Planning a trip out? Why not use
p P = the Community Minibus!!

14 seats plus your driver (aged between 25 and 70)

(you will need to ensure that your licence
covers driving a minibus)

A standard donation is requested for each
booking to cover diesel/maintenance.
Contact Marion Belcher on 07507 797757
for more information

14
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SOCIAL & COMMUNITY

V‘i’cﬁcy’s After »Sch@&, Clud

Breakfast and After School Club
now open at Marcham Primary School
Providing quality, affordable and accessible
childcare for children aged 4-11 years of age

We offer your child ...

A happy, safe and secure setting, allowing them to learn and
develop freely within the play centred
environment, the opportunity to take responsibility for
themselves and their actions
07.45 — 08.45 Breakfast Club
15.15 - 18.15 After School Club
Monday-Friday, term time only
Vicky Hickman Tel No: 07887711454
Email: info@vickysafterschoolclub.co.uk
website: www.vickysafterschoolclub.co.uk
Playworker Vacancies available
please get in touch for more information

ili 5 ii‘ili : g

FARM

A wild spa experience in the heart
of Frilford, Oxan.

A secluded oasis with a wood fired
sauna, hot tub, cold immersion
tub, warm showers, changing
facility, outdoor kitchen and bar
Available for rental for private
events all year round.

Drop in Communal Sauna
sessions available every week.

esaunaatthefarm

Would you like to advertise your
business or service in MADNews?

| 1
I I
I 1
I I
: MADNews is delivered to all homes in the :
i Marcham areaincluding Garford, Tubney, I
1 Frilford, Cothill and Gozzards Ford. 1
: Contact adverts@madnews.co.uk for details :

June 2025



Marcham Centre

ANOTHER
BIG MARCHAM WEEKEND OF SUNSHINE!
Thanks to yet another wonderful weekend of sun, which
seems to always arrive in time for the village's most popular
event of the year, hundreds of people enjoyed the events
and entertainments organised by the hard working Events
Team, led by Hayley Cousins (who will tell you how we
always have such wonderful weather every year!).

A year of preparation ensured vocalists on Friday evening,
a range of entertainment for all during Saturday afternoon
and live bands on Saturday evening were so successfully
provided. Food vans throughout the day were kept busy
by the many. The hall’s bar was even busier than usual,
specialising in a full range of gins on the Friday. Beers,
lagers and ciders were enjoyed by many all weekend, in a
responsible way of course!

However, the organised events were not the only pleasure
experienced, as many took upon themselves to making their
own enjoyment and fun. Picnics, games, including “spur of
the moment’ football matches, all added to the atmosphere
generated throughout the weekend. A real community,
family event.

A big thank you therefore to all the volunteers that again
made this a very successful weekend. This includes those
provided by the Events Team, the Bar Staff, the Village Shop
and Thirsty Café, all once again demonstrating how very
fortunate the village is with so many willing volunteers to do
whatever is necessary.

Finally, a big thank you to all the stall-holders and
entertainers for their support during Saturday, along with all
you locals who supported so generously, ensuring the whole
weekend, with its range of entertainment, is provided at
cost neutral and no additional cost to you all.

Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, Marcham OX13 6TY

enquiries@marchamcentre.org www.marchamcentre.org
Operated by Marcham Community Group (MCG)
Registered in England 7470307 Charity No. 1144407
June 2025

SPORT REPORT
Football

This month’s sport review must begin with the outstanding success
of the Marcham footballers. This 2024/25 season has been
exceptional for both League and Cup achievements.

In the League (North Berks League Division 2) Marcham won 13
of their 20 games with leading goal scorer David Murphy scoring
35 out of 74 goals. Marcham were just 22 goals behind the League
winners Woodcote Development and 7 goals ahead of the second
placed team, Burghclere First. At the end of this season Marcham
are 3rd in the League table with 41 points.Since the 2021/22
season Marcham have climbed from the bottom of Division 3 (how
defunct) steadily upwards. Let's hope for even greater success in
the forthcoming 2025/26 League season.

In Division 2 there are three cups to be won — The North Berks Cup,
the North Berks War Memorial Cup and the North Berks League
Cup. As noted above, the latter was won by Woodcote Development.
Marcham had a great cup run, winning the remaining two cups.

Winners of the North Berks Cup
Both games were played in front of a full crowd of enthusiastic
supporters which made a huge difference to the team. To reach
the finals of the cup games David Murphy (co-manager) top scored
with 12 goals out of 38, closely followed by Sam Ricketts with 11.
Alfie Kingsbury had 3, with Dan Barnes (co-manager), Christopher
Murphy and Josh Taylor on 2 each. Other Cup scorers included
Mason Curtis (team captain), Tom Dowdell, Joshua Rough, Jack
Smith, Lewis Wilson and Joshua Bushnell each with one goal.The
stats also reveal that Marcham scored more goals than any other
team (38) followed a long way behind by Drayton Reserves on
17 goals and Woodcote Development on 12. Whilst goal scoring
is clearly important, defence is also crucial to the overall team
performance, and whilst stats are difficult to compile for this aspect
of the game, in the League we only lost 5 games and drew 2, so
well done to all those unsung heroes who kept Marcham in the hunt
by keeping 6 clean sheets in the League. In the Cup games we
kept 2 clean sheets, only conceding 8 goals overall. Plaudits must
also go to the supporters, club officials and wives, partners and/or
parents who have ‘been there’ during the bad times and the good.

Winners of the North Berks War Memorial Cup

Cricket The two Marcham teams padded up for their season
on 10" May but sadly lost both matches: Marcham 1 lost by 10
runs away to Wolvercote, and Marcham 2 lost away to Harwell
International by 6 wickets (hardly surprising if they were playing
against internationals!).

Aunt Sally The two Marcham Centre teams both lost their opening
fixtures, but there are great things to come we hope.

Look out next month for information about Table Tennis.

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk



EVENTS

ABINGDON

AIR & COUNTRY
SHOW

Soldiers of Park Street Woodstock
Oxfordshire 0X20 1SN
Museum sofo.org.uk

< ‘-'.

A A
SAT |4TH
JUNE 2025

ABINGDON AIRFIELD
/DALTON BARRACKS
I0AM - 4.30PM
OXI3 6JQ

%
S®° (/VETERANS | |
D> & oUNdATION ln .

OPERATION VARSITY: CROSSING TIME

CAR PARKS OPEN 7.30AM
VISIT THE EXHIBITION - 7 JUNE - 27 JULY 2025

PEDESTRIAN GATE OPEN 9.30AM

SHOWGROUND OPENS 10AM

E . © AR5 seeciaL P : '
. COLLECTIONS i = 4 ¥
B '_ " a5 1 PUBLIC ENTRY & EXIT BY VEHICLE IS ON
B E FO = Y BARROW ROAD - OX13 6JQ

BEYOND a7 Y inglt J ADULT (16 YEARS +) £20 [ £25 ON THE DAY
= 1 SENIORS (65 YEARS +) £10 [ £15 ON THE DAY
= 4 CHILD (5-15 YEARS) £7 [ £8 ON THE DAY e AN L RCTAROE
WINNIE-THE-POOH ' UNDER 5'S FREE umoeom?s;onm‘sunow
OAD.

SEE THE EXHIBITION S X what3words: drifter.warms.developed
18 January - 31 August 2025 S

MUSIC AT THE UNICORN

More information and online tickets at www.abingdonairandcountry.co.uk

The Music At The Unicorn (MATU) 2025
programme of acts on Thursdays .
lona Lane — 12th June

Roswell — 4th September

The Lost Trades -16th October
Chris Fox — 6th November

Knight & Spiers - 20th November
IOTA — 4th December

www.musicattheunicorn.org.uk

The Arts Society Abingdon LECTURE

Wednesday 18th June, . )
m 10.30am and 2.00pm @ Saturday 31st May, 10:00am - 2.00pm

Abbey Cinema, Abbey Close,
Abingdon OX14 3JD

Said Business School, Park End Street
Oxford OX1 1HP

Treasures Of Ottoman Istanbul
Antonia Gatward Cevizli

This talk will immerse
you in some of the
architectural marvels
of Istanbul. It explores
the iconic landmarks
of Topkapi Palace, the
Grand Bazaar, the Blue
Mosque and  more.
We will think about !
the sultans who built @&
them and how they Abingdon RDA 50th Anniversary Celebration

communicated ideas SR : 8] Could you put together a team of 4 family, friends or
about themselves, their colleagues for our Celebration Olympic Challenge?
power and their place in the world. Saturday 21st June 2-5pm

The lecture will be held at the Abbey Cinema at 10.30 and 2pm. £20 per team suitable for all ages 5 - 95
Visitors are very welcome to attend this lecture, cost £6.00. To book your teams time slot, book a stall or more
Lectures last 1 hour but allow extra time for announcements. information. contact Nikki on 07717510410

For more information on future lectures and other activities see
theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk .
or email info@theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk Facebook and Instagram at Abingdon RDA

FUNDRAISING FOR
Riding for the Disabled R DA f¢
(Abingdon Group)
Lower Lodge Riding Centre, Charney Rd Southmoor OX13 5HW

For more RDA events, please follow us

SUOWILIOD BIPSWINIA — SUOWILWOD) BIPSWINDIA - [nquels| ‘anbso anig syl :abew|

=
»
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ALL SAINTS’ & ST LUKE’S CHURCHES

www.marcham-with-garford.org. uk

“So Vicar, are we seeing a ‘quiet revival’ in our churches here?” is
the question I've been asked a few times in various ways
recently, by church people and non. The background is the
recent Bible Society / You Gov survey producing what felt like a
surprising result. In 2018, just 4 per cent of 18—24-year-olds (Gen
Z) said that they attended church at least monthly. Today, the
survey suggests this has risen to 16 per cent, with young men
increasing from 4 per cent to 21 per cent, and young women
from 3 to 12 per cent. It suggests a shift not just in attendance,
but in openness to faith, the Bible and spiritual conversation.
There have also been reports of large increases in sales of Bibles
in the UK, with the increase again driven by young people.
Churches across the country, and across denominations, have
Tues 26 — Fri 29 August 2025  been fit to burst at Christmas and Easter services especially in
the last few years.

All Saints Summer Holiday Club

The picture isn’t uniform, and it may be too soon after the major hiatus of Covid to diagnose precisely what
is going on. But in answer to the questions I've been asked regarding this apparent quiet revival, I've said
things like... “I'm pleased to hear some good news of growth for once. However, our parishes here are not
exactly flush with Gen Z. The majority of our young people are younger than 18 and nearly all our adults are
much older than 24. Nevertheless, | would agree that across our churches we are seeing lots of interest in
church services and activities too, gentle even steadily increasing interest. These are pleasing signs of
growth”. One striking aspect of the quiet revival (if that is what it is) are reports of people being drawn
again to the power of the gospel in its strangeness, not its polish, and to its core, not to its periphery. They
are interested in a crucified King, in bread and wine as signs of grace, and in a Spirit who convicts, comforts
and saves. Interesting! Let’s see what develops. Details of the summer Holiday Club at All Saints for primary
school aged children are in this issue. Get your children signed up for ‘Life Quest — searching for life in its
fullness.’

Regular Sunday services .ontacts:

10.30am: Morning Service at AS tevd. Nick Weldon Vicar vicar@allsaintsmarcham.org 01865 391962
6pm: Evening Service tob Finch Youth Worker youth@allsaintsmarcham.org

Wednesday Holy Communion ill Rowe Children and Families minister families@allsaintsmarcham.org
10.30am at Duffield Place ‘amsin Gilbert Parish Administrator info@allsaintsmarcham.org

June 2025 MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

FLY-TIPPING

In last month’s MAD News | wrote about
increased fines for fly-tippers and, in
the time between submitting my report
and the edition being published, | was
alerted to a fly-tipping incident in the
Arboretum. The Vale’s EnviroCrime
team cleared the mess within a couple
of days and has since erected signs at
that location and at the entrance to Cow
Lane, another hotspot for fly-tipping.
They are conducting more frequent
patrols around the two areas.

RESERVOIR

In early May | visited Thames Water’s Clay Compaction Trial (CCT)
site for the proposed reservoir to the south of Marcham (SESRO).
While it was interesting to see the earthworks up close, the key
value of the visit came from discussions with some of TW’s experts
who joined, particularly the Panel Engineer* and the Ecologist.
Together with other local councillors, we grilled them on various
aspects of the CCT and of SESRO and were generally reassured
by the answers. TW’'s experts did, however, broadly accept our
concerns that the proposed design for SESRO is simply so big that
it poses a strategic risk of TW putting ‘all its eggs in one basket”
should something go wrong with SESRO, for any of a number of
reasons, then reliance on it could threaten the water supply of much
of the South East. A solution to this problem would be to instead
build several smaller reservoirs (say, three reservoirs of around 50
million m3 each) but TW are constrained here by a lack of suitable
sites.

* ‘Panel’ as in a group of people, rather than as in a sheet of metal!

CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT

Lastly, I'm pleased to announce that | have an extra role within
the Vale: | have recently been appointed Chair of the Climate
Emergency Advisory Committee (CEAC). Having been a member
of CEAC for two years I'm already very familiar with its purpose
and ways of working, but it will be interesting to see what goes
on ‘behind the scenes’ between the Chair, the relevant cabinet
member, and officers.

ROBERT CLEGG

District Councillor for Marcham Ward

Phone: 07784225290

Email: robert.clegg@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR'S REPORT

| wanted to start my first MAD News
column by saying a big thank you to
everyone who lives in the Marcham
& Cumnor Division. I'm incredibly
grateful for the trust that residents
placed in me at the recent Oxfordshire
County Council elections and having
lived in Marcham my whole life, it is
truly an honour to serve our local area.
Whether you voted for me or not, I'm
here to work for all residents across
our division and will always stand up
for the things that matter to you.

I'd also like to take this opportunity to thank the other candidates
who stood in the election for taking part in a well-spirited and
respectful campaign. It takes courage to put yourself forward for
public office, and everyone who does so deserves recognition.

This will likely be one of the shorter updates | write, as much of this
month has been spent learning the ropes and settling into the role
of a County Councillor. In the months ahead, I'll keep you posted
on the work I’'m doing to help make our area an even better place
to live but for the time being, please know that I'm here to try and
help with any issue - big or small. If there’s something you'd like
me to look into, don't hesitate to get in touch at james.plumb@
oxfordshire.gov.uk. While | can’t promise to solve every problem,
I'll always do my best to assist.

18
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During my campaign, | made a commitment to stay in touch with
residents all year round. I'll share more details in future editions,
but I'm planning to hold regular advice surgeries across the division
and send out regular updates throughout the year. In the meantime,
the best way to stay up to date with what I'm doing is by following
me on Facebook, where I'll be posting regular updates on local
issues from education to roads, and everything in between. You can
find my page at: www.facebook.com/JamesRPlumb

JAMES PLUMB
County Councillor for Marcham and Cummor
Email: james.plumb@ oxfordshire.gov.uk

MP'S REPORT

PARENTAL LEAVE

I'm delighted to share with you news
of the birth of my first child, with my
partner Rosy Cobb. The baby was
born at the John Radcliffe Hospital
and is doing very well. | will be taking
parental leave for approximately five
months. During this time my office
remains open for all casework and a |
proxy vote will be in place to ensure

you are represented in parliament.
Thank you to everyone who has sent
good wishes. We feel blessed indeed.

LOCAL ELECTIONS

I'm delighted that the Liberal Democrats have formed a new,
majority administration as a result of the local elections on 1 May.
I will continue to work closely with the county council and local
councillors to ensure that core priorities are delivered on including
investments in infrastructure and improvements to education and
SEN provision.

ASSISTED DYING

One of the most difficult and personal issues on which we are called
to vote is that of assisted dying. | believe that the law should be
changed to legalise assisted dying as a choice for terminally ill,
mentally competent adults, with the strong safeguards in place to
make sure that it only happens if someone has made a genuinely
voluntary, clear, settled and informed choice to end their life. The Bill
has returned to MPs with amendments which improve oversight and
strengthen safeguards. | have received a lot of correspondence on
both sides of this debate, and | take all concerns raised into account
in my approach to the Bill, in particular focusing on palliative care.
| am pleased to see that changes have been made to ensure that
palliative care would also be offered when a doctor speaks to a
patient about assisted dying.

HILL END

Many of you, especially those with young children, will have been
amongst the 23,500 visitors to Hill End Outdoor Education Centre
over the past year. It is a fantastic educational facility, recently
celebrating its 100 year anniversary, and continuing to develop and
improve their facilities and offering. The community ‘Ffenell festival’
on 7 June is one to mark in the calendar.

If you have any issues | could help with, my office is still open, so
please continue to email us at: layla.moran.mp@parliament.uk

For more regular updates you can follow me
Bluesky: @laylamoran.bsky.social
Facebook: LaylaMoranUK

OTHER REPRESENTATIVES

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Frilford Garford Jill Rayner jill.rayner@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Tubney Mark Coleman mark.coleman@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
MP

Witney (for Frilford, Garford and most of Tubney)
Charlie Maynard charlie.maynard.mp@parliament.uk
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Games Morning

Enjoy a chat over a friendly game of
., Scrabble, Mexican Train dominoes,
Rummikub,...

All welcome!

Every Monday
10.30-12 noon
Duffield Place Lounge

No charge (optional small donation for
coffee/tea/biscuits)

Kennington
Memory
Club

Providing safe and supportive day
care for people with dementia and
respite for their carers

Scan Me

Summertime is here at last, or is it? We had that tempting
glimpse of summer weather at the end of April and wondered
whether that was all we were going to see of the sun this year,
but May has panned out quite well. Now we are in June we can
expect warmth, long light evenings, Wimbledon tennis and
Henley regatta.

Do you remember the end of the school year when there were
exams to be endured in June? It was always hot and sunny
when heads should have been down revising for A-levels or
GCSEs (O-levels or CSEs if you're old enough). In fact, wasn't
it always lovely weather when we were all young? We
remember the past through rose-tinted glasses, the good
weather, the lovely family holidays, the relaxing time over the
summer break, but it can’t have always been like that!
Memories can be very selective, but also very precious. How
much duller life would be without those memories.

At Kennington Memory Club there are plenty of opportunities
to reminisce about the past. Holidays, childhood, travel, sport,
music, fashion are all topics which can trigger personal
memories to be recounted to interest and compare with the
other members.

If you know someone with dementia who would enjoy this and
all the other activities organised during the day, then the Club
is the place for them. Contact the Club Organiser, Kay, to find
out about visiting the Club to see what it’s all about. Carers
would get a few very valuable few hours of respite from their
responsibilities too.

Isobel Birse Chairman, Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

GHOUFAGATIN Y RESER

GARD is a local community group formed to campaign against Thames Water's
proposals to build a reservoir south-west of Abingdon.

NEWS round-up and plans:

May: GARD held more short ONLINE INFO SESSIONS for non-
members. We were pleased with participation and will be planning
more. If you would like a recording of the talk sent to you, email
gard.secretary@gmail.com

The GARD AGM was on Friday 30th May 8pm Millenium Room,
Steventon Village Hall.

June: JOIN US at Millets for the GARD and CPRE anti-SESRO
Petition Action Days — Friday June 13th, Weds June 18th. The
Petition will be presented to the Secretary of State on Thursday
19th June.

The JUDICIAL REVIEW takes place on Weds / Thurs
25th/26thJune. We'll know the result some time in July and put it on
the GARD website at once. If we succeed, there should be a Public
Inquiry with open and unbiased scrutiny. This is what we have been
asking for, for over a year. If we don't succeed, Thames Water
proceeds to apply for the Development Consent Order (2027, to
be decided in 2028).

PUBLICITY: tell the Secretary if you'd like to display a banner or
poster. Online leaflets are available about Groundwater effects,
GARD'’s thoughts on a smaller reservoir and a comparision on
Thames Water’s claims versus reality.

THE PETITION: Sign the GARD / CPRE Petition for a Public
Inquiry Stop Thames Water’s costly mega-reservoir — fix the leaks!
(see 38degrees.org.uk online) currently at about 6100 signatures.
Tell your friends to sign — bring it to 6500 before it goes to the
government in June.

FUND RAISING: GARD needs to raise funds for its ongoing
Campaign. The legal costs for the Judicial Review are very high
and have absorbed available resources. Please contact us with
your ideas or offering your expertise. Donation details are below.

Thames Water will be pressing on with their publicity and
‘consultation’ in the summer, with glossy brochures full of pictures
of sailing on Farmoor or on imaginary lakes. Look out for their dates
(not yet known) and go to all the events to express your views.

ACTIONS FOR YOU NOW: Join GARD, sign the Petition, attend
a GARD Online Info Session, like and share GARD'’s Social Media
posts. Write to your MP and Councillors (County, District and
Parish). For email details see last month’s Newsletters or contact
the GARD Secretary gard.secretary@gmail.com

GARD Payment methods for Membership or Donations Bank
transfer to Group Against Reservoir Development Account
Number: 71266438 Sort Code: 40-45-36  Please include your
name as a reference & email gard.secretary@gmail.com

DEREK STORK, Chairman GARD.
For more information www.gard-oxon.org.uk
Facebook: @abingdonreservoir, Twitter @GARD_OXON

ose- eunjing 'zt
allysia1saono|n "II
asnolo snoweH -
wnissejod
BLIOIIA Usand
14
elo ey
©aloy| Yinos
UBLWIBPIOA [01eD
Kejdpjoo
wsigpIs
uspams
/ abed woly zIn® uMolID S,yuow SIYy} 01 SIoMSUY

o
—

dN®m <O ON©O®

90IUBA 2T
0ZN 'TT

uoduay A))19S o sajs| Jo uodiy s,AleN 1S 0
9N\ panoToym Ads ayyl -
(66114) Kepli4
AlowsN AlUQ peay
uouabpug
wnissejod
uabeyuado)d
9SIOH VY
sladaaydoys
1]9A8S00Y alopoay L
3N°09'SMaUpe W MMM Je auljuo

NOSF O~ GoD

—

11 pul} ued noA ‘suonsanb ay) Jaquiawal 1,uop pue SMaNAVIA JO anssi Aen
1noA pajokaal Apealie aney noA §| "zin® UMOID S,Jluow ISe| 0} SIaMSUY

June 2025

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk

19



JUNE 2025

Tuesday

Sunday

AS Morning Service 10.30am (17)
SL Hymns and Praise 11 am (17)
AS Evening Service 6pm (17)
SL Evening Service 6pm (17)

Monday

DP Community Games Group (19)
10.30-12.00

MC Bridge 6.50pm

Wednesday

MC Thirsty Cafe with Stay & Play
9-11.30am (11)

DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17)

Classic car meet 9.30am-noon
Marcham Society Midweek Walk

Thursday

Millets Farm

12.30pm (9)

The number in brackets refers to the page number
where you can find more details

Abbreviations:
AS All Saints' Church, Marcham, SL St Luke's Church, Garford
DP Duffield Place, MC Marcham Centre

Friday

Saturday

MC Thirsty Café 9-11.30am with
Natural Bread (11)

AS Flower Festival 10 am - 4 pm (16)

8

9

DP Community Games Group (19)

10

11

12

13

10.30-12.00
MC Bridge 6.50pm .
AS Morning Service 10.30am (17) MC Marcham Parish Council MC Thirsty Cafe 9-11.30am (11) Millets Farm MC Thirsty Café 9-11.30am with
AS Evening Service 6pm (17) Meeting 7.30pm (3) DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17) MATU: lona Lane (16) GARD Petition Action Days (19) Natural Bread (11)

14

15

MADNEWS
DEADLINE 5PM

FOR NEXT ISSUE
AS Morning Service 10.30am (17)
MC Pop-up BBQ 1-3pm (11)
AS Evening Service 6pm (17)

16

DP Community Games Group (19)
10.30-12.00

MC Bridge 6.50pm
MC Marcham WI 7.30pm (9)

17

Millets Farm
GARD Petition Action Days (19)

MC Thirsty Café Lite 9-11.30am (11)
DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17)
MC Community Lunch 12-1.30pm (11)

Arts Society Abingdon

19

20

21 Summer Solstice

MC Thirsty Café with Natural Bread
9-11.30am (11)

RDA Celebration Olympic Challenge

22

AS Morning Service 10.30am (17)
AS Evening Service 6pm (17)

23

DP Community Games Group (19)
10.30-12.00

MC Bridge 6.50pm
MC Marcham Society 7.15pm (9)

24

10.30am & 2pm (16)
25

MC Thirsty Café with Games and
Puzzles 9-11.30am (11)
DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17)

26

27

Southmoor 2-5pm (16))

MC Thirsty Café with Natural Bread
9-11.30am (11)

29

AS Morning Service 10.30am (17)
AS Evening Service 6pm (17))

30

DP Community Games Group (19)
10.30-12.00

MC Bridge 6.50pm

Details of events may change after publication, please check with the relevant organisers before attending events
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