MAD News oo

Cothill - Frilford - Garford - Gozzards Ford - Marcham - Tubney

September 2026 Vol 48 No. 9 Your Independent Local News Source




GARDEN & HOUSE SERVICES

'ﬁ%‘ A.D.Maclean

Oxford Wood Recycling

We have your DIY wood needs
covered - timber, tool hire, friendly
advice and low prices.

“Simple, easy and makes the world a better place.”

Morgan, Wood Shop customer
A 40K

4 Suffolk Way, Abingdon, OX14 5JX
Tel: 01235 861228
www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk

OXFORD
WOOD
RECYCLING

BEFORE

e Scarification e Hollow Tining
e Lawn Aeration ® Over Seeding
e Top Dressing ® Weed Removal
e Moss Control  Professional Service

Lawn Treatment Experts

Contact Steve:
07894 983801 / 01865 331501

cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com

(L R i \ e

IIIHTY CARPETS, UPHOLSTERY, RUGS

Most carpets dry within the hour

Unbeatable resuits, removes ailmost
all spots & stains

G@BUSTERS

01865 726983
ABINGDON 01235 555533
WITNEY 01993 868924

www. grimebusters.co.uk

TREE MANAGEMENT LTD

’ I‘I:’;l_:oféssional Tr.ee- Maiiiagcment throughout Oxfordshire

Tree removal

Crown thinning

Crown reduction and lifting
Sectional tree removals
Fruit tree pruning

Stump grinding

Hedge cutting

Seasoned logs and kindling
delivered

£5M Public Liability Insurance

All work carried out to
BS 3998:2010

Proud members of

e 10 = Ched’(atrade com

Where reputation matters

CHAS
N ”

Aceretned Comreter

QUALIFIED
WORKFORCE

andrew@admtrees.co.uk
01865 391859
@admtrees

For a full list of services visit:

www.admtrees.co.uk

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL & WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired and poor reception solved

B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations
B WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling
B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

2= OXFORD AER

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call us on 01235 642689

Search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts

Oxfordshire
Mould

and Damp
Services

a good honest and reliable firm
Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689

Small Jobs Welcome « Discount for OAPs
Tel: 01865 392106 = Mobile 07885 832689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk
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Hi Everyone,
Welcome back. Hope you've all had
wonderful breaks, and enjoyed the
summer.
Cheers }
PUBLISHER / EDITOR '

Kay McKeown

c/o Marcham Village Shop

16 North Street, Marcham OX13 6NG
Email: editor@madnews.co.uk

Website: www.madnews.co.uk
ADVERTISING

Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews makes
no guarantees as to accuracy or authenticity.
DISTRIBUTORS

Kirstie Phipps and Simon Talbot
PROOFREADING

The MADNews Team

DEADLINES

All entries including articles, notices,
reports and advertising:

5pm 15th of the month

ADDITIONAL COPIES

These are available from Marcham Village
Shop. Postal copies are also available —
contact the Editor.

DISCLAIMER

We apologise in advance for any errors that
may creep into MADNews (online or print), or
omissions that creep out — we don’'t do it on
purpose! The Editor reserves the right to alter,
omit or hold over copy to another issue. The
views expressed in the Marcham & District News
are not necessarily those of the editorial team,
who are all volunteers.

© Marcham & District News 2026

The copying of any part of this publication
without written authorisation is not permitted.
POLICE

PCSO Rich Osborn C9323 for Marcham
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.police.uk
Tel: 07980 924693

Or just dial 101 (non-emergency) and omit
the C from his number to leave a message.
CRIMESTOPPERS

Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)

NHS NON-EMERGENCY

Call Free from any phone - 111

COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Marcham and Cumnor

James Plumb

Tel: 07779 386205

Email: james.plumb@oxfordshire.gov.uk
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Marcham and Shippon

Robert Clegg, 42 Harding Way, Marcham,
OX13 6FJ Tel: 07784 225290
Email:robert.clegg@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Other DCs

Frilford Garford Jill Rayner jill.rayner@
whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Tubney Mark Coleman mark.coleman@
whitehorsedc.gov.uk

MP

Layla Moran layla.moran.mp@
parliament.uk
September 2026

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL

VACANCIES FOR PARISH
COUNCILLORS FOR A FEW MONTHS
Do you want to make a positive difference
in our village ?

Would you like to influence decisions that
affect your community ?

You need to be willing to give up some of
your time. How much depends on you and
your commitment to work for your
community.

Now is your chance to find out what it is like
to be a parish councillor for a few months
until the next formal elections on 6th May
2027. Your commitment at this stage, would
be for 6 meetings only if you joined. Come
and learn more about what is involved and
to help you decide whether to stand as
a candidate next Spring. Speak to a local
councillor for more information, or attend
the next meeting as a member of the public.
GRANTS

The Parish Council would remind local
organisations that it now considers
applications for grants at any of its meetings,
provided the application and details are
complete, and are received in time to be
added to the agenda. Therefore, if there
is any worthy and needy organisation,
where Marcham residents benefit, which
is considering applying to the Parish
Council for a grant, then please use the
application form available in the publications
section on the Council's website www.
marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk, and
enclose a copy of your organisation’s
accounts. Details of where to send the
application are on the form.

PROPOSED NEW LITTER BINS —
ANSON FIELD

Marcham Parish Council, along with
Marcham Community Group, is considering
the installation of two new litter bins in
the field. The purpose of the proposal is
to support better upkeep of the site, and
encourage responsible disposal of waste.
One is proposed for the south east corner
adjacent to the public footpath, and the
second near the accessway through to
Tower Close.

HIGHWAYS - STREET CLEANSING —
VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT
COUNCIL

At the time of writing the Vale of White
Horse District Council, as street cleansing
authority, is planning a “deep clean” of
some areas within Marcham. They will
be removing weeds and moss from some
pavement areas.

HIGHWAYS ENGAGEMENT TEAM —
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
Representatives from the Parish Council
will be meeting with staff from the County
Council’s highways engagement team to
discuss highway related concerns and visit
locations where issues have been raised.

PONY PADDOCKS COW LANE

The Parish Council invites applications
for a seasonal grazing licence for the two
adjoining paddocks, or one of them, at Cow

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk

Lane adjacent to the allotments. The licence
runs from the end of October for a period of
364 days. The fields can be used for the quiet
grazing of equines. Interest parties should
submit written expressions of interest,
including intended use, and proposed fee by
the end of September. The Council is happy
to consider any other uses. Please contact
the Clerk with your expression of interest or
for any further information

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
P26/v3106/HH Single and two storey
extensions at 23 Packhorse Lane. The
Council expressed a wish for the District
Council to check adequate onsite parking in
view of the increase in number of bedrooms.
P26/v2907/HH and P26/v2391/LB
Widening of opening at entrance by
carefully taking down existing piers and
pineapple finials, providing new foundations
and reconstructing the piers with the same
and matching bath stone. New automatic
opening mechanism, and new wrought iron
gates at Marcham Park (formerly Denman
College).The Council had no objections.
P26/Vv2232/HH  Single storey  front
extension and two storey side extension to
the existing dwelling following demolition of
the existing outbuilding and existing side
extension, together with alterations to the
existing vehicular access and new boundary
treatments at 10 The Gap. The Council
appreciated that previous consent had been
granted, but queried the width of the onsite
parking spaces in the new application.
No vehicle tracking drawing had been
submitted, so on site turning may be difficult
with vehicles reversing into the road where
there was no footway.

P26/V1682/HH Single storey side extension
at 13 Chancel Way. The Council thought it
was overdevelopment of the site, reducing
existing amenity area, impacting on sight
lines and the street scene, with the potential
to become business use.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 14th September 2026 at 7.30pm
at Marcham Centre. Please check the
Council’'s website in case arrangements
change.

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs. L. Martin, 90 Howard Cornish Road
Tel: 01865 391833
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

This month's cover photo is

Preparing for the Eclipse 12th August
taken at Marcham Centre

by Julian Parfitt




HOUSE & GARDEN SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES
Stephen R Matthews

Tel: 01235 766412

Mobile: 07796 532356

Email: stephenmatthews.pgs@gmail.com

All aspects of work undertaken, including:
e garden clearance and restoration
e fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning
® hedgecutting
¢ fencing and landscaping.

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523

References Available
Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

* ., PEST »
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WASPS &
AlLinsEcTs WIZARRS RATS, MICE,
SOLAR PANEL YOUR LOCAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE MOLES &
SQUIRRELS
PROOFING PROMPT SERVICE Q

MARK DEARLOVE - 07446377816
01235 642689 - info@pestwizards.co.uk

QT Carpentry Ltﬁ-..

-..

Your traditional carpentry firm local to you, who cover all aspects of carpentry
with just some exa In]pl(\ mentioned below.

Stuart Gardner Nick Trinder
07885 266965 07831 773804
01865 391110 ,, 01235 224177
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v B & ZFENCING

FLOORTNGPECKING

Give us a call today for a quotation.

Unit 116 Grove Business Centre, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 0X12 9FA
www.gtcarpentry.com )

——- —

thesho;gﬂm

Classic Car Restoration

Automotive Fabrication
and Welding

Got a classic car in the garage, rusting away?
Get it back on the road with The Shop

From minor welds to full restorations

MOT welding

Rust repairs

Commercial or Domestic
From Classic Cars to Race Cars
— | Special projects |
Family business
Fair pricing
Call Andy @ The Shop 07739 337562

Email: theshop.ws@gmail.com
www.TheShop.ws

Oxfordshire Roofing

and Building Services
a good honest and reliable firm
Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689

Flat Roofing Chimney Repointing
New Roofs De-Mossing
Guttering Tiling

Slating Facias

Small Jobs Welcome < Discount for OAPs
Tel: 01865 392106 = Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

Search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts
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Richard Webber 1946 - 2026

It is with great sadness that our community marks the passing of Richard
Webber, a cherished resident, educator, and dedicated public servant, who
died peacefully on Sunday, 28th June, following a courageous battle with
illness. Richard was a man whose life was defined by empathy, curiosity, and
an unwavering commitment to the people and places he loved.

Born in 1946 to a headmaster and a geography teacher, Richard’s early life
was marked by a passion for music, and drama. After training in Cheltenham, |

he gained an honours degree in Biology from UEA in Norwich. He began a |
distinguished career in education that would take him from Norfolk to Brisbane,
Australia, and eventually back here, to Abingdon School. As a popular |
Housemaster and Head of the cadet force, Richard was known for his unique = o
ability to connect with young people.

In 1988, Richard pivoted to entrepreneurship, working alongside his wife,
Catherine, to establish Webber Toys. The business became a true family
venture, blending Richard’'s boundless optimism with Catherine’s creative
vision. For many, the Webber name became synonymous with the wooden
toys that filled local homes.

At the age of 59, Richard embarked on what he often described as his most fulfilling chapter: local politics. Initially
approached by the local Liberal Democrats, he soon discovered a vocation that perfectly aligned with his pragmatic
nature and genuine care for others. Over 19 years of service as a District and County Councillor, Richard became
a formidable advocate for his constituents. Whether tackling traffic issues or spearheading major local projects, he
listened more than he spoke, building consensus and ensuring that community voices were heard. He earned the
respect of colleagues and opponents alike, with many noting that he didn't just teach the next generation of leaders—
he prepared them to carry the work forward.

Above all, Richard was a devoted family man. A husband of 56 years to Catherine, father to four, and a beloved
"Bappa" to nine grandchildren, he brought the same warmth, wit, and sense of adventure to his home life as he did
to the public stage.

Richard’s connection to Marcham was perhaps most deeply felt through his work as a County Councillor and his
regular involvement with the All-Saints Church family. |1 worked with him on several projects over many years, and |,
like many others in the community, found him intelligent, knowledgeable, kind, and humble. He was always willing to
make time to help solve problems and get things done. When needed, he could be robust and forceful, but always
with respect and a twinkle in his eye. It is fair to say that without Richard’s support, considerable skill, and patience
over many years, the Marcham Centre we all now love and enjoy may never have happened.

Richard leaves behind a legacy of public service, creative community spirit, and kindness. He will be deeply missed,
but his influence continues to shape the community he worked so tirelessly to improve.

Our Love and Prayers go to Catherine and the Webber Family
Well done, good and faithful servant. May you rest in peace.
Neil Rowe (Friend)

September 2026 MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk



Family Run Newspaper Delivery Service
Delivering In Marcham
Surrounding Areas.

Get your favourite newspapers and
magazines delivered.

Please call or email us to start
your delivery.

If you are over 13 years old and would be
interested in delivering newspapers for
us please call or email us.

Call: 01235 763134
Email: contact@rowesnews.co.uk
www.rowesnewsmarket.co.uk
18 Wallingford Street, Wantage

Hours: 7.5-15 hours per week
Salary: £16.85 per hour

= Are you looking for a rewarding role working with disabled children and their families?
* Would you enjoy working within a small, friendly and dedicated team?
« Do you have experience of working with children with complex needs?

A medical, nursing, childcare background desirable.

If so this unique and varied role might be for you!

Flexicare is an Oxfordshire based charity providing a home sitting service for families
with severely disabled children. A sit typically involves a 2-4 hour period supporting a
disabled child usually with their home setting or in the community.

If you are interested in applylng for this post, please email a copy of your CV and a
covering letter to: @flexicare.org. For an informal chat phone Maureen Tossi on
07342 041388, A [ulIJob descruptmn is available on our website at

This vacancy does not have a formal closing date, it will remain open until a suitable
candidate is appointed.

Killing
T ime

The Monthly Pilgrimage

Every month, you stroll into the garden centre like a horticultural
Indiana Jones, ready to discover the bloom of the moment. You
don’t need a plan. You don’t need a colour scheme. You don’t
even need to know what the plant is. If it’s flowering, it’s coming
home with you.

This approach has two major benefits:

e You always leave feeling successful. Something is guaranteed to be
flowering. Garden centres are basically botanical cheat codes.

e You avoid the classic gardener’s mistake: buying everything in April,
planting it all at once, then spending the rest of the year staring at a
very enthusiastic spring and a very bored summer.

Month by Month Madness

By May, you’ve already forgotten what you planted in March.
By July, you’re convinced the garden is doing its own thing and
you’re merely a spectator. By September, you’re telling visitors,
“Oh yes, | planned it this way,” while secretly Googling ‘purple
spiky plant autumn’ to figure out what you bought.

But here’s the magic, each month adds another layer of interest,
like a botanical lasagne. You’re not just gardening, you’re
curating a living calendar.

The Grand Finale: A Year Later

After twelve months of this chaotic,
but charming method, you step outside
and realise something astonishing: Your
garden is... gorgeous. Not accidentally
gorgeous.  Strategically  gorgeous.
There’s colour in January. There’s scent
in June. There’s drama in October. Birds §
are visiting. Neighbours are peering over [
the fence. You’ve become that person,
the one with “year round interest,” a
phrase usually reserved for gardening magazines and people
who own kneeling pads.

And the best part? You didn’t need a spreadsheet, a planting
plan, or a Latin dictionary. You just needed a monthly wander, a
bit of curiosity, and the ability to carry a pot to the car without
dropping it.

The Secret You Now Know

Gardening doesn’t have to be complicated. It doesn’t have to
be scientific. It doesn’t have to involve phrases like ‘moisture-
retentive soil’ or ‘architectural structure’. It can simply be this:
See flower. Buy flower. Plant flower. Repeat monthly.

Do that for a year, and you’ll have a garden that surprlses you
every time you step outside, proof that ,
sometimes the best planis no plan at all.

Happy Gardening

STUART MABBUTT

Wildlife Gardening Specialist
01865 747243
www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

. HE
.! O f()rd THE WINDOW REPAIR &

I WINDOW REPAIR.  RENOVATION SPECIALISTS

Call 07880 560403 for a free estimate,

or for more information visit our website www.oxfordwindowrepair.com

Search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts

September 2026
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Marcham

SQCIETY

THE MIDWEEK WALK
Thursday 3rd September 2026 at 12.30pm
Please contact walks@marchamsociety.org.uk

THE MARCHAM ASTRONOMY GROUP
Wednesday 16th September at 7.30 pm
Astronomy Meeting in the Small Hall
Great Auroral Events
a talk in memory of David M Willis
by Mike Lockwood, University of Reading former
President of the Royal Astronomical Society

For more information please contact:
astronomy@MarchamSociety.org.uk

Thirsty Community Café

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Cafe opens! Welcome back

Saturday 5th September 9-11.30
Marcham Centre

Wednesday 9th September 8.45-11.30, early bird discount,
every wednesday for the first hour. Marcham Centre

Friday 18th September, 6.30pm Community BBQ Marcham
Centre Patio

Saturday 19th September 9-12 noon, Marcham Farmers
Market, Marcham Centre Patio.

GIVING BACK TO MARCHAM
Pay it forward with' Cup of Love'.

Thank you to everyone who has donated items to the Cup of
Love, pay it forward scheme. It is our hope that people will feel
free to use these little post-its should they wish to.

To donate, please ask at the till.

To redeem, simply take a sticker of your choice and hand it to
one of our servers by way of payment.

VOLUNTEERING

Thirsty Café thrives upon the generosity of its volunteers.
If you feel like you could help us once a month,

please email:

hello@thirstycafemarcham.co.uk

Website: www.thirstycafemarcham.co.uk

E-mail: hello@thirstycafemarcham.co.uk

Facebook: https://facebook.com/thirstycafemarcham
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/thirstycafemarcham

THE MONTHLY MEETING
Monday 28th September:
our short AGM is followed by a new film
Some Tales of All Saints in the Main Hall at 7.30 pm

—The making of a village
s i
L b o
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THE 2026/27 PROGRAMME

Our new programme of events, talks and outings will start
on 1st September.
The Annual Membership is £15 per person.
Guests are welcome at £5 per event.
Details are on our website: www.MarchamSociety.org.uk/
programme.php
Please contact: membership@MarchamSociety.org.uk
www.marchamsociety.org.uk
Facebook: marchamsociety

1. Who, in 2002, became the first person to fly solo and

non-stop around the world in a balloon?

2. Where does the world’s oldest continually produced
named wine come from?

3. When and where did table tennis become an Olympic
sport?

What is allergic rhinitis more commonly known as?
Who developed the jet engine?

On which fictional island is Jurassic Park set?
Which Norse god is associated with peace?

How many main blood types are there in humans?

© © N o 0o &

What river runs through Prague?

10. Who is the current Foreign Secretary of the UK? (As
of August 2026)

11. Where is Chatsworth House?

12. In the film The Shawshank Redemption what small
tool does Andy ask Red to get for him?

Answers on page 19

September 2026
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Wha Qleamn OveEns

...50 you don’t have to!

Call us today to have your cooking

appliances sparkling, using our own
eco friendly products.

Our oven cleaning experts will leave
you free to enjoy your
valuable leisure time.

> e
Dy
‘ em TRUSTIST

oven valeting service | 5.0/5.0
Local | National | Affordable plelelelels

fr 01235 239938

ice: ovenu.co.uk/oven _cleaning/south-oxon

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075
msharmanroofing@gmail.com

OX BOX CONTAINER STORAGE

BEST VALUE STORAGE IN OXFORDSHIRE

NEW 20ft CONTAINERS
ANTI CONDENSATION TREATED
ON SITE 24h SECURITY
SECURITY GATES LOCKED OVERNIGHT
ACCESS FROM 8am-8pm

IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF SHORT OR
LONG TERM, CLEAN & SECURE STORAGE
FEO RV QRSN ROSSESSTONS
CALL TODAY: 07799 183119

PRICES FROM ONLY £110/MONTH

Search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts

Local Renewable Installers

E5E
3

[=1%4gq

SCAN FOR
WEBSITE

AES

ALTERNATIVE

ENERGY
SOLUTIONS

WWW.aespv.corm
07739 313994

Solar PV ¢ EV ¢ Batteries

Martin Gilbert

Motor Repairs Ltd

Local Family Run Business

VEHICLE REPAIR & SERVICE CENTRE

For all Makes & Models
Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Repair & Service Centre
Cars & Light Commercial Repairs Including;
17 Seater Minibuses & Vans up to 3.5 Tonnes
Engine Management & Electrical Repairs

MOTs WHILE YOU WAIT
Carried out to a High Standard by Qualified Technicians
Tel: 01235 553055 - Radley Rd Industrial Estate
Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY
www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.co.uk

E: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Est 1976

Independent Family Run Business
Wood « Carpet « Vinyl « Sanding

- 07940 517 990 | 01865 821 311
- mail@thomascleary.co.uk

- www.thomascleary.co.uk

-+ 21 West St Helens Street,
Abingdon, OX14 5BL

September 2026




" MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL

Although the classroom has been
empty of children over the summer, it
has been far from quiet at Marcham
Pre-school! Some light refurbishment
has brightened up the classroom
ready for September, and we've

also been busy reorganising the
playground to make better use of the space. We're looking
forward to developing this further over the coming year,
responding to the children’s interests and needs.

Last year ended on a real high with a wonderful graduation
ceremony for the children leaving
o\ : us to begin their next adventure
e at Primary School. It was certainly
a night to remember and a fitting
. farewell to a very special group
® . of children and their families. We
-~ wish them all lots of luck as they
\ take that exciting next step.

We also welcomed a rather
unusual visitor to pre-school —

ald Gary the Giant African Land Snail!
Gary proved a big hit with children
and adults alike and linked
beautifully with our enjoyment of
Julia Donaldson’s The Snail and
the Whale. It's always lovely when a story can be brought to
life through a real experience — although Gary was perhaps a
little less adventurous than his storybook counterpart!

We're now looking forward to welcoming everyone back in
September, meeting our new children and families, and seeing
where the new pre-school year takes us.

If you would like to join us please contact us on admissions.
mps@outlook.com

For Early Years ideas and tips, please check out our website
and the Road Map to Starting School... at

www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com
Nicky Sanford, Early Years Teacher
Marcham Pre-school
01865 392101
marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk
www.marcham-preschool .weebly.com

The Arts Society Abingdon LECTURE

Wednesday 16th September
10.30am and 2.00pm

T Abbey Cinema, Abbey Close,
Abingdon OX14 3JD

The Age of Jazz
Sandy Burnett

Jazz is one of music’'s most important genres: a fascinating
blend of rigorous structure, free-wheeling creativity, close-knit
ensembles and imaginative improvisation. Drawing on his
experience both as musicologist and gigging musician, Sandy
can shed light on jazz from the inside. His talk covers the early
years of jazz up to the Second World War, and touches on the
disparate influences which lay behind the emergence of jazz.
Musical illustrations range from the blues, ragtime and the very
first jazz recordings through to C|aSSICS by Louis Armstrong S
Hot Five and the Duke Ellington e
Orchestra, and the dawn of the
Swing Era. For more information on
future lectures and other activities
see
theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk
or email info@
theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk

September 2026

Marcham Village Shop & Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG
Call us: Shop 01865 391993 / Post Office 01865 391940
Facebook: marchamvillageshop Shop and Post Office

Shop and Post Office Opening Hours
Monday — Friday: 0830-1700
Saturday: 0830-1200
Sundays & Bank Holidays: Closed

We hope that you had a lovely summer break and coped
with the exceptionally unusual weather we've been
experiencing. By the time you read this, hopefully the
temperature will have dropped and we will be back to a
normal September.

Mick’s last day with us was in July, and we thank him dearly
for his dedicated duties over the last 14 years.

Sarah (who replaced Mick) is a great addition to the team
and, in her short time with us, has made an invaluable
contribution to the running of the shop. We hope she enjoys
the work and we look forward to the next 14 plus years with
her on board!

Don't forget that we stock lots of items that are not ‘typical’
grocery items. To help with the children going back to
education, we have a supply of stationery items — pens,
pencils, rubbers, rulers, pencil sharpeners, writing pads etc.
In addition, for the tiny tots we have nappies, and wipes,
baby foods etc. And, for the four-legged varieties, we have
foods (wet and dry), cat litter and poo bags. In addition:

Hedges continue to offer an ordering service through the
shop for fresh meat

We operate a dry-cleaning service

We have a hot drinks machine and microwave so you can
get fresh coffee & cake, and heat up your lunchtime pasty

We have cards and gift-wrap for every occasion
We have a good supply of alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks

We stock lots of locally produced items including jams,
soaps, eggs, beers, flour etc — at the same time
helping some of the smaller local businesses

We aim to keep a good selection of gifts for that |
special person and stock seasonal items where
possible. What more could you need?

® The Post Office continues to be a major

part of the shop and fulfills most of your

requirements provided by Royal Mail,

Parcelforce, DPD and also your general

banking needs — we are extremely

pleased that Lloyds have listened to

customers, lifted their ban and agreed to let customers deposit
their cheques with us once again.

As a THANK YOU to our volunteers, the Summer gathering
was held at the beginning of August. It was a really lovely
evening with some great food, provided by Thirsty Café, and
drinks provided by the shop. We are so very grateful to all of
our volunteers for their support in the shop and post office.
We have approximately 40 volunteers, and without them
giving up their time to serve you we would not have our lovely
community shop. If you feel that this is something that you
would like to be involved in (2 hours or more per

week), please speak to the staff on duty and we

will get back to you.

THANK YOU, AS ALWAYS, FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk
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Need help with your PC?

® Support for Macs & PCs
e Laptops, Desktops & Tablets
e Supply of New Computers
® Home & Office Visits
® Remote Help Option (no visit required)
o Monthly Cover Option
e New Installations
Fully qualified,
‘ locally based business
| ™ Y .
- ( ./\ offering a personal &
professional service

with a smile

Software Repairs & Upgrades
Hardware Repairs & Upgrades
Internet Security & Antivirus
Wireless Setups & Networking
Data Recovery

Backup Solutions

Web Design & Hosting

Call: 01865 349057

support@pc-help-4u.co.uk

FREE local
callout &
diagnosis

www.pc-help-4u.co.uk

Your loeal Frilfor

Aravel agent
Every TRIPLA holiday begins with a
conversation.

By understanding what you truly
love, we create seamless journeys
that reflect your individual style with
every detail taken care of.

To discover more and start your travel planning
www.hellotripla.com/frilford
carsten.lund@hellotripla.com
WhatsApp 07822 034871
or call 020 3026 9936

Search for a local service online:

Simming 4
World 4
with (( jrace_

PRESTON ROAD
COMMUNITY CENTRE

Mondays
5.30pm & 7.00pm

MARCHAM CENTRE

Tuesdays  gro 4
5.30pm & 7.30pm p7

For more information contact

Grace: 07807 707925

n Abingdon and Marcham Slimming World with Grace

Edward Carter

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

24 HOUR SERVICE
DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST

A private, family business, upholding the
traditional values of dignity and respect

OMMITMENT
—
OMPASSION
!

Abingdon’s Longest Established Independent Family Funeral Directors

info@edcarterfd.co.uk

Golden Chartef/ *

510
32520

SAIF M

[T

107 South Avenue, Abingdon, 0X14 1QS

01235 528293

www.edcarterfd.co.uk

www.madnews.co.uk/adverts
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MARCHAM FARMERS
MARKET

SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER

The next Marcham Farmers Market is on
Saturday 19 September, 9am-12pm at
Marcham Centre.

It’s been a challenging summer for farming
across the UK. Multiple heatwaves and
prolonged dry weather have put real
pressure on crops, grass and livestock, with the drought making
things particularly difficult for many farmers. The UK soft fruit
season has also been noticeably short this year, with the hot, dry
conditions affecting both crops and harvests.

It’s a good reminder of just how much our food and farmers are
at the mercy of the weather.
At Marcham Farmers Market, we always try to keep things local,
with our producers and suppliers coming from the local area.
Buying locally means supporting the people, businesses and
community around us, while also helping to keep our food miles
down.
One great example is Hedges Butchers, who have had a long-
standing partnership with Thirsty Café and the Farmers Market.
You may have noticed the new fridge at our
last two Farmers Market, now stocked with
even more fresh meat. Perfect for those BBQs
while the summer weather lasts!
psurcHins g

: There’s plenty to choose from, including

burgers, chicken, lamb koftas and sausages.
Everything is freshly prepared, so if you’re not

planning to eat it straight away, it can be frozen for another day.

We'll also have fruit and veg from W G Gibbens, ice cream from
The Oxford Cow, samosas from Pindy's, refill whole milk, butter
and yoghurt and much more.

HEDGES

So come along on Saturday 19th September, 9am—12pm, pick up
something delicious, meet our local producers and support local
farming at the same time.

For more information please contact
farmersmarket@thirstycafemarcham.com
Marcham Farmers Market
local food, local producers, local community

KELMSCOTT MANOR, THE VILLAGE,

MAY MORRIS & THE FIRST OXFORDSHIRE WI
Tuesday, 24th November 2026, 10.30-12.30
Marcham Community Centre
OX13 6TY

We are thrilled to be able to present this brand-new talk by
Gillian Cane who has created it especially for this occasion.

Gillian will explore the beautiful Oxfordshire village of Kelmscott
and all that it has to offer, including the link to the very first
Oxfordshire WI, the very talented May Morris and the impact
she had on the period. May’s work was often misattributed
Gillian will also tell us

as that of her father, William Morris.
more about the manor s

and the village. Everyone
welcome!

Tickets £12 WI members
or £14 Non Members

Book your ticket (available
from September 7th 2026)
here www.oxfordshirewi.

co.uk/what-s-on or
telephone the WI Office
on 01869 331081

=

LittleAngels

(N

Marcham
Summer has
brought so much
1 joy, laughter
and pride to
our nursery
this month. We
were  delighted
to celebrate
, our oldest Little
Angels as they
prepare for their
next exciting
adventure at
school. Our
Graduation
Ceremony was

a wonderful send-off, filled with smiles, memories and
proud moments. Watching the children leave us with
confidence, curiosity and a strong sense of who they are
reminded us of what Little Angels is all about.

The warm weather has inspired lots of exciting learning
opportunities. While enjoying the sunshine safely, the
children have also been keeping cool indoors, where
creativity and imagination have been taking centre stage.
They have loved becoming authors and illustrators,
creating their own stories from start to finish, deciding on
the structure of their stories and drawing pictures to bring
their ideas to life.

Water play has also been a firm favourite this month,
supporting early mathematical learning through filling,
pouring, measuring and comparing. Using jugs, cups,
syringes and a variety of containers, the children have
been exploring concepts such as capacity, volume and
prediction through hands-on investigation and play.

Our youngest Little Angels have loved learning about
People Who Help Us, bringing their ideas to life through
stories, small world play, loose parts and sensory
exploration. From caring for babies to becoming doctors,
firefighters and police officers, the children have been
developing new vocabulary, communication skills and a
growing understanding of the world around them.

We have also been delighted to welcome some new Little
Angels to Marcham. Our newest children have been busy
building relationships with their Key Persons, making
new friends and settling into nursery life. The outdoor
bike station has been especially popular, with children
confidently zooming around the garden, developing their
coordination, balance and independence while having
lots of fun along the way.

Limited Spaces Available

As we say goodbye to our school leavers, a small
number of Preschool spaces have become available. If
you would like your child to become a confident, curious
and independent learner in a nurturing home-from-home
environment, we would love to show you what makes
Little Angels so special.

Contact us at
joinus@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk

September 2026
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ABBEY CHIROPODY &

PODIATRY CLINIC

21-27 Coxeter House Abingdon OX14 5AJ
Tel 01235 530577

www.abingdonchiropody.com

HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists

Surgery and Home Visits available. Free Parking in Coxeters Yard

Kilbey & Clarke
Will Writers and Estate Practitioners

KilbeyandClarke

* Wills from £175

* Lasting Power of Attorney from £195, £350 for 2 LPAs
* Inheritance Protection

* Probate

* Will storage: Annual or lifetime

* Local, friendly, professional with home visits

Nigel Kilbey Member SWW 5 = By
07734 051258 / 01235 868266 | = [

Y, m< Code Compliant

Safe to do
= business with

www.kilbeyandclarke.co.uk
wills@kilbeyandclarke.co.uk

£102,000 iN GRANTS APPROVED IN 4 YRS
AND ANOTHER £8,000 sTiLL AVAILABLE

Does Your Organisation, Society, Group or Club
Need Help with Funding Marcham Area Activities?

IF THE ANSWER IS “YES” TO THIS QUESTION THEN THE
ANSON TRUST MAY BE ABLE TO HELP YOU

For more information on our grant application process and
policy please visit ansontrust.org/grant-giving

or email us at ansontrustenquiries@gmail.com
Reg’d Charity No. 1107174

Search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts

Slimming World
With Beck\f:D feel

SOUTH ABINGDON
Preston Road

Community Centre
OX14 5NR

SATURDAYS
8.00am & 9:30am
For more information contact

Becky: 07789 991112

- - ;" ._ i | =
Specialist Live:in Care
At Mumby!'s Live-in Care, we are passionate about providing
outstanding care. We believe everyone deserves to live safely in the
comfort of their own homes. Our bespoke live-in support is designed

to maintain independence, dignity, and personal routines.

Dementia | Respite Care | Complex Care | Palliative Care

::’OD / Q CareQuality
/ Commission E.

VANQUISH

PRINT SOLUTIONS

Speak to us today:

© 01865 391 187
info@mumbys.com

Booklets - Business Cards - Business Stationery - Banners
Cards & Invites = Fly % Leaflets « Newsletters « Posters
Point of Sale Print tation Folders - Seasonal
Signage & Displays -« Stickers & Labels - Duplication Pads

®

Drop us a message for more info

Call: 07809 566692
info@vanquishprintsolutions.co.uk
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Marcham Centre

POWERING MARCHAM'’S GREEN FUTURE!

First and foremost, a massive thank you to everyone involved in
our recent drive to welcome more groups to the Marcham Centre.
Thanks to a brilliant collective effort, we have seen a fantastic
number of new starters and activities joining us recently.

In August, the hall naturally sees a seasonal slowing down
in usage. This quieter period feels like the perfect moment
to extend our deepest gratitude to all the clubs, classes, and
individuals who use our facilities year-round. It is also a well-
earned opportunity to thank our incredible teams of volunteers
who work tirelessly behind the scenes. We hope you all had a
very restful and relaxing August!

LOOKING AHEAD TO OUR AUTUMN AGM:
SHAPING THE BOARD

Looking slightly further ahead, autumn will bring our Annual
General Meeting (AGM). This will be a special opportunity to
publicly thank the dedicated individuals who have served our
village so brilliantly as trustees.

To keep our governance healthy and compliant, our Articles of
Association require trustees who have served for nine years to
step down, allowing new trustees to be appointed. Because of
this, we are actively looking for new voices to join the board.

To make the best decisions for Marcham, we are aiming for
a true multigenerational balance. We want to bring together
experienced, wise heads with fresh, new perspectives, ensuring
our trustees reflect the views and diversity of the whole village.
Whether you are a young adult looking to gain leadership
experience, a busy parent wanting to shape local facilities, or a
retiree with a lifetime of professional skills to share, your voice is
incredibly valuable to us.

A GENTLE WAY TO GET INVOLVED: JOIN A
COMMITTEE FIRST!

Saturday afternoon began at noon, instantly filling the field with
energy, if stepping straight into a trustee role feels like a big leap,
please don't worry—we don't expect anyone to jump into the
deep end!

The best way to get started is to join one of our active committees.
It is a fantastic, low-pressure way to see how things run, share
your ideas, and get to know the team. If you find it's a good fit
and you'd like to do more, we actively encourage and support our
committee members to step up into full trustee roles once we’ve
worked together for a little while.

BIG PLANS FOR A GREENER HALL

While the building may be a bit quieter next month, the MCG
Trustees are also using the time to progress an exciting new
objective: to significantly lower the centre’s carbon footprint
and develop our green credentials. We want to explore major
sustainability steps for the hall—specifically investigating the
viability of installing solar panels and EV (Electric Vehicle)
charging points in the car park. To help achieve this, we have
been in discussion with Clir Dr Robert Clegg (Cabinet Member
for Environmental Services, Climate Action and Nature Recovery
at the Vale of White Horse District Council). While direct funding
for immediate field maintenance is tight, the council has brilliant
avenues for climate action and biodiversity that we want to seize.

Our strategy is simple: if we can use available green grants to
reduce the building’s energy bills, we free up vital funds from our
everyday running costs to reallocate straight back into maintaining
our sports fields and facilities.

September 2026

Here is what is on our green radar right now:

The Nature and Climate Action Fund: We are exploring a grant
application to transform the vegetation areas at the front of the
centre into a thriving, biodiverse wildflower meadow.

S106 Energy Projects: We are tracking a dedicated pot of
developer funding tied strictly to building improvements, which
we hope to unlock for our long-term solar goals.

JOIN THE TEAM: WE NEED YOUR EXPERTISE!

Whether you want to help out on a committee, explore a future
trustee role, or simply lend your specific skills to our green
initiatives, we need village talent. Navigating solar specs, EV
infrastructure, grant writing, or biodiversity planting takes time
and passion.

If you have experience in these fields, or simply have a passion for
helping Marcham thrive, please get in touch. Let’s work together
to make the Marcham Centre a beacon of sustainability for
Oxfordshire. Get in touch: admin@marcham.org

INDOOR SHORT MAT BOWLS

Short mat bowls is recommencing in the main hall of the Centre
on Wednesday 9 September. Starting at 2pm each Wednesday,
all current and prospective bowlers are invited to join a friendly,
informal group of players whose numbers have steadily grown in
an enjoyable and welcoming environment.

Colin Trinder coordinates the sessions and looks forward to
meeting both existing and new bowlers—especially those trying
bowls for the first time. It is an excellent opportunity to have a go
at this popular sport. There is no need to register; just turn up on a
Wednesday. However, if you would like to have a chat beforehand,

Colin will be more than happy to help (c_trinder@btinternet.
com).

QUIZ NIGHTS

Monthly quizzes return on Friday 11 September in the main hall of
the Centre, starting at 8pm sharp. The bar will be open beforehand
and throughout the evening.

Teams of up to six are invited to come along for a friendly night of
banter, with permitted challenges to the quizmaster—who is, of
course, ultimately always right! New teams are warmly welcomed
alongside our regulars. We look forward to seeing you all; there is
no need to book in advance, just turn up on the night.

'O.'

f/

Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, Marcham OX13 6TY
enquiries@marchamcentre.org www.marchamcentre.org
Operated by Marcham Community Group (MCG)
Registered in England 7470307 Charity No. 1144407

freegle

Freegle
it's like online dating for stuff
Got stuff you don't need? Looking for something?

We'll match you with
someone local

All completely free

ilovefreegle.org

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk
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Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864
www.townfurlong.co.uk

14

B&B Rafters B

Abingdon Road Contact Mrs Sigrid Grawert

Marcham Tel 01865 391298
Abingdon, Oxfordshire enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk
OX13 6NU www. bnb-rafters.co.uk

Join us and discover
a place to relax

The right care,
in the home
you love.

L A Care provides personal,
round-the-clock live-in support
that puts dignity, continuity
and warmth at the heart of
every day.

Also offering trusted hourly
home visits across Oxfordshire.

@ 01235 606 200
© enquiries@lacare.co.uk
www.lacare.co.uk

WINNERS
Care employer of the year

Search for a local service online:

FOOD AND DRINK

Millets _-

FARM CENTRE

FIELD | FAMILY | FORK

Mﬁuth vvaten ¢
| gwe_made cakes

i v

/ -~

Baked daily. in the Farm Shop
o
Kingston Road | Frilford | Nr. Abingdon | OX13 5HB

7

FARM

A wild spa experience in the heart
of Frilford, Oxon.

A secluded oasis with a wood fired
sauna, hot tub, cold immersion
tub, warm showers, changing

facil do g

events all _vea- round.

Drop in Communal Sauna
sessions available every week.

esaunaatthefarm

September 2026
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SPORT REPORT

CRICKET

The long hot summer has been great for the cricket season whilst
other people have struggled exercising in the heat, it has meant
all fixtures have been played for both the first and the reserves.
Whilst results have been mixed it has meant that lots of people
from our community have been able to play competitive cricket
and we look forward to next season. Anybody interested in playing
should get in touch with the club and if you have a great interest in
grass the field team are always looking for volunteers

FOOTBALL

For both mens and the colts football teams the season is about to
kick off. The village currently has teams in under sevens, under
eights, under tens, under 11s all playing at the Marcham Centre.
The under 12s and under 13 boys and girls age groups will be
playing out of Joscas, all participating in the Oxfordshire youth
league and the Oxford girls League. Amazingly, with thanks to
all the volunteers, all teams are full so we are allowing over 100
children to play football.

Sadly the North Berks football league has ended as of last season
due to not having enough teams participating. This has meant
that the first team and reserves team will be travelling to and
hosting a lot of new teams as part of the Witney District league.
Most Saturdays will see a home game with everybody welcome
to come down and watch. The bar will be open and we have two
teams playing in the premier division and division four. If you're
interested in playing for the Football Club, even if it's just training
on Wednesdays, contact the club

AUNT SALLY

Aunt Sally has also gone really well over the summer with both
The Crown and the Marcham Centre hosting first and second
teams playing on Wednesday nights. Everyone enjoying both
social sport and a social drink.

DAN BARNES

Kennington
Memory
Club

Living well with dementia
Providing safe and supportive day care for
people with dementia and respite for their carers

CHANGE OF DAY
The Trustees of Kennington Memory Club have recently reviewed
the club’s operation and from mid-September it will operate on
Tuesday (instead of Monday) and Thursday. This will allow it to
provide an improved service for members and carers as there
will be no need to close on the many Bank Holiday Mondays. All
publicity and listings will be updated in due course with the new
days, which will start on Tuesday 15th September
At Kennington Memory Club all our volunteers are highly valued
and appreciated. Whilst the session volunteers are great at
chatting with members supporting them with activities and making
refreshments, the members and staff particularly appreciate
those volunteers who come in and share their hobby or skill. A
pianist, other instrumentalist, or a musical group is always given
a warm welcome. If they're able to lead the club members in a bit
of a sing-song, that’s a wonderful bonus.
If you or someone you know has such a skill, or perhaps some
other one that members might enjoy, and might be able to offer a
regular slot, possibly monthly, at the club please do get in touch
with the Organiser, Kay. contact details below. If helpful, you'd be
very welcome to visit the club firstand have a chat with Kay. Ifthat’s
not you, but you're interested in being a general session volunteer
do getin touch as we’d also appreciate some more people joining
that team. Email volunteers@kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
We welcome enquiries from anyone who feels they would benefit
from a family member with a diagnosis of dementia attending
the club. For more details of what we offer please take a look at
the website www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk or contact Kay,
organiser@kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk or call 07852 883496.
We look forward to meeting you.

September 2026

PTFA Update

WELCOME BACK!

A very warm welcome back to all the children,
parents and carers for the new school term. We hope
everyone had a lovely summer and is looking forward
to another busy year at Marcham Primary School.

We'd also like to say a huge thank you to everyone who came along
to our Summer Féte. The weather was kind to us, the atmosphere
was fantastic and thanks to the incredible support of our community,
we raised over £2,000!

A special thank you goes to DJ Biddy, our wonderful school staff, and
all the parent helpers who gave up their time to make the evening
such a success. We really couldn’t do it without you.

You may have spotted the fantastic totaliser at the féte, which
was designed and made by Gemma, one of our PTFA committee
members.

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

Last school year, we
were delighted to spend
over £8,000 directly
supporting the school
and its pupils. This
included  contributions
towards petty cash for
each class, new furniture,
school trips and the
school garden, alongside
other resources and
activities for the children.

None of this would be
possible  without the
generous support of
the Anson Trust and, of
course, the wonderful
community of Marcham.
Your continued support
makes such a difference |
to the children at our |
school, thank you, and g
long may it continue! ’

As we head into the

new term, we're looking
forward to getting stuck
in and hope to run a
few more fundraising
events throughout the
year. Keep an eye out for
details via Arbor, class
WhatsApp groups and,
of course, MAD News.

Here’s to another great
year! All the best - the
PTFA Committee

Parent Teacher
Association

e

Games Morning

Enjoy a chat over a friendly game of
Scrabble, Mexican Train dominoes,
Rummikub,...

Newcomers of all ages
always welcome and
we like learning new games!

Every Monday
10.30-12 noon
Duffield Place Lounge

No charge (optional small donation for
coffee/tea/biscuits)

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk



FOOD AND DRINK
THE

facebook.com/
Crown@oaktaverns.co.uk
01865 250333

Oole Tawerus

Harry Westwood Brown (Campbell Paget)

Marcham resident and former infantry
officer Campbell Paget has published
his gripping new novel,

One Long Weekend in Belfast.

Set against the backdrop of Ulster
between the mid-1970s and the 1990s,
the story follows the accidental capture
of an English priest by a female-led
IRA Active Service Unit. As national
and international factions manoeuvre
to exploit the crisis, some desperate to
keep him alive, others determined to see
him dead, the novel explores compelling
moral, legal, and philosophical questions that remain acutely
relevant today.

Meet the Author on Friday 25th September at 7:30 pm

Campbell will be discussing the book at a live Q&A in All Saints’
Church, followed by a book signing.

" TV

Admission: Free (a bar will be available).

RSVP: Please email your name(s) HARRY
to maxipagl23@gmail.com by
18th September to reserve a place.

“Gripping from page one. A
masterclass in tension and
moral depth. Harry West-

wood Brown has written one
of the most authentic and

thought-provoking Troubles

One Long Weekend in Belfast
is available in hardback and
paperback on Amazon, or directly
by emailing the address above. A
percentage of all royalties supports
the PTSD charity Supporting
Wounded Veterans and the
Mission Aviation Fellowship.

thrillers I've read in years.”
David Harrington
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EVENTS

Join friends, neighbours & families -
for a morning of community spirit 1.1 l
and fresh air. s o e -

Every bag collected makes a difference!

World-renowned paint expert
Annie Sloan to host exclusive
Upcycling Workshop
Saturday 19 September 10am or 1pm

World-renowned paint expert Annie Sloan to host exclusive
upcycling workshop at Sobell House Hospice Charity's Bicester
Superstore

Creative enthusiasts and upcycling fans have the chance to learn
from one of the world's most influential decorative paint experts
this September, as Annie Sloan hosts two exclusive homeware
painting workshops at Sobell House Hospice Charity's Bicester
Superstore on Saturday 19 September.

Famous for creating the revolutionary Chalk Paint™, Annie Sloan
has inspired millions of people around the world to breathe new life
into furniture and home décor. Now, she is bringing her expertise
to Bicester for a hands-on workshop designed to inspire creativity
and build confidence, whether you're picking up a paintbrush for
the first time or are already an experienced upcycler.

During the workshop, participants will learn Annie Sloan's
signature painting techniques and discover how to transform
everyday homeware into beautiful, personalised pieces. Guests
are encouraged to bring along a small item from home to paint,
or they can choose from a specially curated selection of small
furniture and decorative homeware available to purchase from
the Sobell House Hospice Charity Bicester Superstore on the day.

Places are expected to fill quickly,
and advance booking is essential. To
find out more and book your place,
visit  sobellhouse.org/event/paint-
everything/

SOBELL
HOUSE

H &:5 P TEE
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Ed The Earwig Reports:

The Great Garden Relocation
I, as a proud stalk of Wall Barley, yes, that Wall Barley, the one.
There has been great excitement in the garden this week after
Andy the Ant won the annual election for Head of Everything
Important.
No sooner had Andy settled into his office beneath the old
compost heap than he announced a bold new plan.
“The compost heap has had power for far too long,” declared
Andy, standing on an upturned sunflower seed. “It’s time to
move the Seat of Garden Government to the pond in the north
border!”.
The ants cheered. The frogs looked surprised. The pond snails
assumed it had something to do with them and immediately
formed a committee.
Not everyone was convinced.
Over by the runner beans, Nigel the Nematode wriggled before
a gathering of worms.
“This is exactly what I warned about,” he said. “Today it’s the
Seat of Garden Government. Tomorrow it'll be the Ministry of
Mulch, the Department of Dead Leaves, and who knows what
else? The compost heap has served generations of creatures
perfectly well. Why should power float north just because Andy
likes ponds?”
Meanwhile, in the cabbage patch, Kemi the Caterpillar offered
her own view.
“The problem isn’t where the seat is,” she said. “The problem
is that nobody has explained how moving it will help ordinary
garden residents. Will there be fewer aphids? More nettle
leaves? Better access to bird-proof housing? These are the
questions that matter.”
Her supporters applauded, though some appeared distracted
by a particularly tasty cabbage.
For days, the arguments rumbled on.
The ants published leaflets praising the benefits of northern
pond investment.

ALL SAINTS’ & ST LUKE’S CHURCHES

www.marcham-with-garford.org. uk

Harvest festivals date back thousands of years, even predating
Christianity, but remaining the same in focus until recently. It was
a time of thanksgiving to God for providing for our needs since
having enough food on the table, for most of history, was much
more touch-and-go than it is today. It is estimated than in Jesus’
day, 90% of one’s time was spent gathering and preparing food.
In the Bible, good harvests go hand in hand with joy. Famine and
poor harvests are a heartbreaking and miserable experience
(think of ‘Those Canaan Days’ from Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat).

We are very lucky to live in an age of abundance today, so that
Harvest festivals have become a time of thankfulness and a time
of sharing from abundance, supporting those who have less.
This year, with the smallest harvest on record predicted, there
may be more who feel in need — not least our farmers — and less
who feel in abundance. Perhaps this year’s harvest reminds us
not of our abundance, but of our dependence. Our dependence
on a consistent climate, on the work of many others who produce
our food, on the Lord God who ultimately provides. And the
strange thing about dependence is that it produces thankfulness
for whatever we do have; thankfulness for those workers, that
climate, that God. Which puts this year in line with festivals from
history - harvest has always been about thankfulness, even in
the hardest of times.

Join us for our Harvest Festivals:
St Luke’s Garford — 11am, Sunday 6th September
All Saint’'s Marcham — 10:30am, Sunday 4th October

Revd. Nick Weldon

The nematodes issued warnings about excessive pond
bureaucracy.

The caterpillars demanded detailed impact assessments written
on cabbage leaves.

As usual, the blackbirds ignored everyone and got on with
looking for lunch.

In the end, a wise old hedgehog offered some perspective.
“Listen,” he snuffled. “Whether the seat of power is by the
compost heap or the pond, there will still be slugs to chase,
weeds to avoid and rain to sit through. Perhaps you should all
spend less time arguing about where power sits and more time
making the garden a pleasant place to live.”

For once, the creatures fell silent.

Even Andy the Ant nodded thoughtfully.

And as I, Ed the Earwig, watched the debate wind down, I
couldn’t help thinking that humans might learn something
from our garden.

Politics matters. Ideas matter. Debate matters.

But if ants, caterpillars and nematodes can become hopelessly
tangled up arguing over geography, slogans and symbolism,
perhaps humans can too.

Maybe the secret is remembering

that, at the end of the day, we're all

just creatures sharing the same patch

of soil, and none of us should take

ourselves quite as seriously as we do.

Happy Gardening!

Stuart Mabbutt,

Wildlife Gardening Specialist

01865 747243

www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

The People's Countryside

Environmental Debate Podcast

Contacts:
Revd. Nick Weldon Vicar vicar@allsaintsmarcham.org 01865 391962
Phil Rowlandson Curate curate@allsaintsmarcham.org

Rob Finch Youth Worker youth@allsaintsmarcham.org

Jill Rowe Children & Families minister families@allsaintsmarcham.org
Tamsin Gilbert Parish Administrator info@allsaintsmarcham.org

Ruth Atkins Safeguarding Officer safeguarding@allsaintsmarcham.org
Website: www.marcham-with-garford.org.uk

Regular Sunday services

10.30am: Morning Service at AS
11am-12pm: Quiet prayer at St. Luke’s
6pm: Evening Service

Wednesday Holy Communion
10.30am at Duffield Place

St Lawrence Church, Tubney

WILDMAN -
ENVIRONMENTAL -
LEARNING

sharinga lfetime of experience

Join us at 9:30am on every second Sunday of the month for a
Traditional Prayer Book Service in this beautiful Chapel of Ease.
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
REORGANISATION (LGR)

The Labour Government's long-awaited
decision on LGR was announced in
July: they chose the 3 Unitary Authorities
proposal from Oxford City Council's
Labour administration, despite it not
meeting several of the eligibility criteria.
This means that a “Greater Oxford” will
gain the parishes that more-or-less cover
the Oxford Green Belt, leaving a reduced Vale to join with West
Berkshire and a reduced South Oxfordshire in a new Ridgeway
council. The current two-tier system of local government (district and
county councils) will continue until 31st March 2028 and I'll continue
to serve Marcham as your District Councillor until then. Elections for
the Ridgeway will happen in May 2027, with the new council existing
as a “shadow” for the first 11 months until it formally takes over on
1st April 2028.

HEAT AND CLIMATE

After one of the hottest and driest summers on record, | hope by
the time you read this we are experiencing some respite... people
and plants alike could do with some rain! This extreme weather will
become more frequent due to climate change and the Vale has
a dual strategy for responding to this: cutting emissions to help
reduce the scale of the problem - | recently attended the “switch-
on” of solar panels and heat pumps at Wantage Leisure Centre, for
example; but also adaptation — helping the district become more
resilient to impacts such as flooding and, yes, heatwaves.

As well as publishing guidance and a lot of behind-the-scenes work,
the Vale’'s annual Nature & Climate Action Fund (NCAF) includes
support for climate adaptation projects. The next funding round is
likely to be next summer, so please encourage eligible organisations
nearby to start thinking early about potential projects and consider
volunteering to help get them done.

WASTE FIRES

And lastly, please don't put anything containing a battery (including
vapes) in your kerbside waste bins! There’s been a spate of fires inside
waste collection vehicles over the summer, caused by batteries and
made worse by the hot weather. Please take small electrical items to
a collection point (nearest is at B&Q Abingdon) or leave them in a tied
carrier bag next to your black bin on the usual collection day.

CLLR DR ROBERT CLEGG

District Councillor for Marcham Ward

Phone: 07784 225290

Email: robert.clegg@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR'S REPORT

| hope everyone managed to enjoy some time off with friends
and family over the summer months but as we head towards the
autumn, there is lots to update on!

Starting at a countywide level and the future of local government.
Back in July, Government announced that Oxfordshire, along with
part of Berkshire, will be reorganised into
three new unitary authorities from April
2028. At the moment, local government
is split between the County Council,
which handles things like highways and
social care, and the District Councils,
which handle things like planning and
bin collections. The reorganisation
will merge these into single councils,
responsible for delivering all local
services in their area. For readers of
the MAD News, this will mean coming
into the new ‘Ridgeway Council’, which
includes much of the existing Vale
of White Horse and South Oxfordshire areas, alongside West
Berkshire. For now, nothing changes and shadow elections will
take place in May 2027 to elect members to the new council, with
the council then formally coming into effect in April the following
year. There is still more information to follow on this, and | will share
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more with local residents as the picture becomes clearer.

Turning to highways matters now and the introduction of the
administration’s traffic filter trial in Oxford, which is set to replace
the temporary congestion charge on 28th September 2026. The
traffic filter trial will operate similarly to the temporary congestion
charge, with the filters being at the same six locations and a permit
scheme in place. The key difference is that, with traffic filters, car
drivers will no longer be able to pay the £5 congestion charge to
go through the traffic points and could face a £70 fine for travelling
through the filters without a permit. Whilst the administration has
argued that, with the re-opening of the Botley Road, everywhere in
Oxford will be accessible by car without having to drive through a
traffic filter, | have concerns over the level of congestion this could
generate on this route into the city and much like the congestion
charge, will continue to raise the concerns that local residents have
about this scheme.

On a more optimistic note, residents will know that | have long
campaigned for improvements to local roads. As part of planning
for the 2027/28 highways maintenance programme, elected
members were asked to submit representations for roads they
would like to see resurfaced in their area. As part of this process, |
put forward several local roads for resurfacing works, including the
A415 through Marcham and North Street, which is long-overdue a
bit of TLC! These proposals are still being reviewed by officers at
the County Council but | am optimistic and will continue to make the
case for improvements to our local roads.

As always, if you'd like to stay up to date with what I'm doing
around our division, do follow me on Facebook where | post regular
updates: www.facebook.com/JamesRPlumb

JAMES PLUMB

County Councillor for Marcham and Cummor

Email: james.plumb@oxfordshire.gov.uk

MP'S REPORT

TRAFFIC ISSUES

It was a delight to meet many of you at my ‘Summer Tour’
surgeries in Marcham and Shippon. The biggest issue that
came up was traffic through Marcham and concerns how future
development of Dalton Barracks and Abingdon Reservoir will
make this issue worse. Land is
being safeguarded in the local plan
should a bypass be required in
future, and the county council has
been doing work to improve bus
and cycle provision to the village
which should relieve pressure
on the roads. Both the Dalton :
Barracks Development and reservoir proposal will be required
by the council to assess the impact on the road network and
identify suitable mitigations.

SERVICE CHARGES

A number of residents on newbuild estates in Marcham have
had issues with developers not completing works on site or
completing their legal obligations regarding handover of areas
for adoption. Property managers are also failing to provide
services promised. | have contacted the developers and
property managers to push them for explanations and action.
| am also escalating cases to the Housing Ombudsman for
further action where they have not been satisfactorily resolved.

SOCIAL CARE

Many people from Marcham have written in over the years
about the failure of the national government to get to grips with
Social Care. In my role as Chair of the Health and Social Care
Committee, | have repeatedly pushed the Government to bring
forward action to tackle Social Care. Our report into the cost of
inaction highlighted the social, moral and economic impacts of
doing nothing to fix this issue. There is currently a horrible lottery
where 1 in 7 of us will pay more than £100,000 on the cost of
our adult social care. So, | welcome Andy Burnham’s moves to
bring forward reporting from the Casey Commission and restart
cross party talks. This could be a major renegotiation of the social
contract, and | encourage you to have your say on the future
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of social care and share your ideas here: caseycommission.
co.uk/bigconversation

OXFORD MATERNITY

It was a privilege to be invited to join the expert reference group
for the National Maternity and Neonatal taskforce. Given the work
of the Health Committee, | agreed to join the group to lend my
perspective on how we can achieve whole system change. We've
had multiple national and regional reviews in recent years which
have highlighted many of the same systemic issues.

Oxford University Hospitals still has much to do to improve their
services. | called for OUH to be included in the Amos review so that
the women at the heart of these issues could be heard. The pace
of change is not good enough and families need to see changes
happening now on the wards and in the way they are treated when
they raise concerns. The plan must work this time.

As ever, if you have any issues we can help with, please email us
at: layla.moran.mp@parliament.uk

For regular updates you can follow me

Bluesky: @laylamoran.bsky.social

Facebook: LaylaMoranUK

LAYLA MORAN

MP Oxford West and Abingdon

OTHER REPRESENTATIVES
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Frilford Garford Jill Rayner jill.rayner@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Tubney Mark Coleman mark.coleman@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
MP Charlie Maynard Charlie.maynard.mp@parliament.uk

OXFORDSHIRE LOCAL GOVERNMENT
REORGANISTION (LGR)

THREE UNITARY AUTHORITIES PROPOSAL

The government has confimed that in April 2028 the exisiting
structure of five District Councils and one County Council will
be replaced by three new Unitaries as shown on this map, from
OcCC.

Northern
Oxfordshire
Council
Greater
Oxford

Council
Oxford L

Answers to this month's Quiz from page 7

1. Steve Fossett. ?

2. Cyprus — Commandaria wine, from the
Commandaria region.

3. 1988, at the Seoul Summer Olympics.

Hay fever.

5. Sir Frank Whittle is commonly credited with developing the
turbojet engine.

6. Isla Nublar.

7. Freyr.

8. Eight main blood types: A+, A-, B+, B—, AB+, AB-, O+ and
O-.

Ea

9. The Vltava River.

10. Ed Miliband.

11. Chatsworth, near Bakewell, Derbyshire, in the Peak District.
12. Arock hammer.

GHOUY AGANST HESZ

GARD is a local community group formed to campaign against Thames Water's
proposals to build a reservoir south-west of Abingdon.

With hosepipe bans and dry weather in the news, it can
seem as if a new reservoir is the obvious answer. GARD
(the Group Against Reservoir Development) believes that
there are better, quicker and less damaging ways to secure
our water supplies. It has been preparing its response to
the White Horse Reservoir planning process, holding local
Action Days and raising awareness across the area. It is
also planning a crowdfunder for the autumn to help pay for
expert and legal advice.

PLANNING

GARD is preparing its formal objection to Thames Water’s
plans. The main concern is that the consultation did not give
people enough clear information about design, safety, flooding,
traffic, wildlife, water quality or the impact on local communities.

FLOOD RISK

Thames Water has still not published enough detail on flood
risk. GARD is working with an independent expert to look at
what could happen if the reservoir failed or had to be emptied
quickly.

ACTION DAYS

Deborah Bennett, GARD’s new Vice Chair, has been leading
GARD'’s summer Action Days. Volunteers have spoken to
people in Abingdon, Wantage, Peachcroft Farm, Truck Festival
and beyond. Thank you to everyone who helped.

Two points came up again and again at these awareness-
raising sessions

WE NEED WATER: yes, but Thames Water loses a huge
amount of treated drinking water through leaks. Fixing leaks
would be cheaper, quicker and less damaging than building a
vast new reservoir. It should be the first priority.

WHAT IF THAMES WATER CHANGES OWNERSHIP? If the
company ends up in public ownership, the reservoir would not
automatically stop. But it is likely to be delayed while the new
government looks at costs, management and alternatives, some of
which — specifically the Severn Trent-Thames Transfer — could be
put in place much sooner, and at much less cost.

PETITION

Thank you to everyone who has signed or helped collect
signatures. We now have 7,800+. Please help us reach 10,000.
Spread the word: https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/stop-
thames-water-s-plans-for-a-devastating-mega-reservoir

CROWDFUNDER

GARD is planning to crowdfund to help pay for expert and legal
advice. If you have experience in crowdfunding or fundraising in
general and would like to help, please contact gard.secretary@
gmail.com.

WORKING WITH OTHERS
GARD is working with local councils and parish councils so that
concerns about the reservoir are clearly heard during the planning
process.
REMEMBER: PEOPLE MATTER —
TOGETHER WE HAVE A VOICE.

Come forward and volunteer — we shall be delivering leaflets to all
the affected villages and we are planning events too. There are jobs
small and large, active and more routine. Please get in touch at
gard.secretary@gmail.com 07773 029409

Show that people matter. Join GARD to stop the Reservoir.
DEREK STORK, Chairman GARD.

For more information www.gard-oxon.org.uk
Facebook: @abingdonreservoir, Twitter @GARD_OXON

See the website for details www.gard-oxon.org.uk
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SEPTEMBER 2026

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Marcham Society Midweek Walk

The number in brackets refers to the page number

where you can find more details
Abbreviations:

AS All Saints' Church, Marcham, SL St Luke's Church, Garford

SLC St Lawrence Church, Tubney,
DP Duffield Place, MC Marcham Centre

Friday

Saturday

MC Thirsty Café with Natural Bread

AS TiddleyPeeps 10-11.30am DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17) 12.30 pm (7) 9-11.30am (7)
AS Morning Service 10.30am (17) DP Community Games Group MC Thirsty Café 08.45-11.30am (7)
SL Harvest Festival 11am (17) 10.30am-12.00 noon (15) DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17) Millets Farm MC Thirsty Café with Natural Bread
AS Evening Service 6pm (17)) MC Bridge 6.50pm AS TiddleyPeeps 10-11.30am MC Short Mat Bowls 2pm Classic car meet 9.30am-noon MC Quiz Night 8pm (13) 9-11.30am (7)
MC Litter pick 9.30am (16) MC Thirsty Café 08.40-11.30am (7)
SLC Traditional Prayer Book DP Community Games Group MADNEWS DEADLINE DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17)) MC Thirsty Café with Natural Bread
SEED el i7) 10.30am-12.00 noon (15) FOR NEXT ISSUE 5pm MC Short Mat Bowls 2pm 9-11.30am (7)
AS _,\_n.::_:@ Service 10.30am (17) MC Bridge 6.50pm (LATE ENTRIES WILL MC Astronomy Group 7.30pm (7) . MC Farmers’ Market 9-12 (7 & 11)
SL Quiet Prayer 11am-12noon (17) MC Marcham Parish Council NOT BE ACCEPTED) Arts Society Abingdon Oxford Traffic Filter System starts (18) Sobell House Upcycling Workshop
AS Evening Service 6pm (17) Meeting 7.30pm (3) AS TiddleyPeeps 10-11.30am 10.30am & 2pm (9) MC Community BBQ 6.30pm (7) (16)
20 21 22 23 Autumnal equinox| 24 25 26

AS Morning Service 10.30am (17)
SL Quiet Prayer 11am-12noon (17)
AS Evening Service 6pm (17)

DP Community Games Group
10.30am-12.00 noon (15)

AS TiddleyPeeps 10-11.30am

MC Thirsty Café 08.30-11.30am (7)
DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17))
MC Short Mat Bowls 2pm

MC Thirsty Café 9-11.30am (7)

27

AS Morning Service 10.30am (17)
SL Quiet Prayer 11am-12noon (17)
AS Evening Service 6pm (17)

MC Bridge 6.50pm
28

DP Community Games Group
10.30am-12.00 noon (15)

MC Bridge 6.50pm
MC Marcham Society 7.30pm (7)

29

AS TiddleyPeeps 10-11.30am

30

MC Thirsty Café 08.30-11.30am (7)
DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17))
MC Short Mat Bowls 2pm

Details of events may change after publication, please check with the relevant organisers before attending events
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