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GARDEN & HOUSE SERVICES

Professional Tree Management throughout Oxfordshire

andrew@admtrees.co.uk
01865 391859
@admtrees

For a full list of services visit:

www.admtrees.co.uk

Tree removal
Crown thinning
Crown reduction and lifting
Sectional tree removals
Fruit tree pruning
Stump grinding
Hedge cutting

Seasoned logs and kindling 
delivered

£5M Public Liability Insurance

All work carried out to 
BS 3998:2010

4 Suffolk Way, Abingdon, OX14 5JX
Tel: 01235 861228

www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk

Oxford Wood Recycling
We have your DIY wood needs

covered - timber, tool hire, friendly
advice and low prices.

“Simple, easy and makes the world a better place.”
Morgan, Wood Shop customer

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied, repaired and poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations
■ WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk         shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call us on 01235 642689
 

Oxfordshire 
Mould

and Damp 
Services 

a good honest and reliable firm 
Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel: 01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk
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Hi Everyone, 
Clocks Change this month, Fall Back. 
Happy Halloween 

PUBLISHER / EDITOR 
Kay McKeown
c/o Marcham Village Shop 
16 North Street, Marcham OX13 6NG 
Email: editor@madnews.co.uk 
Website: www.madnews.co.uk 
ADVERTISING 
Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews makes 
no guarantees as to accuracy or authenticity.
DISTRIBUTORS 
Kirstie Phipps and Simon Talbot 
PROOFREADING
The MADNews Team
DEADLINES
All entries including articles, notices, 
reports and advertising: 
5pm 15th of the month 
ADDITIONAL COPIES 
These are available from Marcham Village 
Shop. Postal copies are also available – 
contact the Editor.
DISCLAIMER 
We apologise in advance for any errors that 
may creep into MADNews (online or print), or 
omissions that creep out – we don’t do it on 
purpose!  The Editor reserves the right to alter, 
omit or hold over copy to another issue. The 
views expressed in the Marcham & District News 
are not necessarily those of the editorial team, 
who are all volunteers.
© Marcham & District News 2026
The copying of any part of this publication 
without written authorisation is not permitted.
POLICE 
PCSO Rich Osborn C9323 for Marcham
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.police.uk
Tel: 07980 924693
Or just dial 101 (non-emergency) and omit 
the C from his number to leave a message.
CRIMESTOPPERS
Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)
NHS NON-EMERGENCY
Call Free from any phone - 111
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Marcham and Cumnor
James Plumb
Tel:  07779 386205
Email:  james.plumb@oxfordshire.gov.uk
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Marcham and Shippon 
Robert Clegg, 42 Harding Way, Marcham, 
OX13 6FJ Tel: 07784 225290 
Email:robert.clegg@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Other DCs
Frilford Garford Jill Rayner jill.rayner@
whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Tubney Mark Coleman mark.coleman@
whitehorsedc.gov.uk
MP 
Layla Moran layla.moran.mp@
parliament.uk

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL
VACANCIES FOR PARISH 
COUNCILLORS
The Parish Council is currently seeking 
additional councillors. With a number of 
important projects underway, having more 
councillors means more capacity, more 
ideas, and better support for the village. If 
you care about Marcham and want to help 
shape local decisions, even a short period 
of service can make a real difference. Speak 
to a local councillor for more information, or 
contact the clerk.
PARISH COUNCIL GRANT AWARDS. 
The Parish Council would remind local 
organisations that it now considers 
applications for grants at any of its meetings, 
provided the application and details are 
complete, and are received in time to be 
added to the agenda. If your organisation 
supports or benefits Marcham residents and 
is thinking of applying for a grant, please 
use the grant application form available in 
the Publications section of the Council’s 
website www.marchamparishcouncil.
gov.uk, and enclose a copy of your 
organisation’s accounts. Details of where to 
send the application are on the form.
WAR MEMORIAL
The Parish Council has been in discussion 
with a contractor about ways to tidy the war 
memorial. The proposal includes removing 
the existing shrubs, setting aside the 
gravel, creating raised planting beds to the 
side, and installing matting along with new 
sleepers and refreshed gravel. The Council 
has asked that the contractor completes this 
tidying work before Remembrance Sunday. 
This is an initial effort only, and longer term 
plans to create an improved area will be a 
future project.
ELECTRIC BLANKET TESTING
Oxfordshire County Council arranges 
testing for electric blankets, throws and heat 
pads in readiness for winter. The service 
finds potential hazards such as exposed 
elements, worn surfaces, broken fasteners, 
or voltage leakage, which could pose a fire 
or injury risk. 37% of blankets tested last 
year were found to be faulty in some way.
Residents are encouraged to stay safe this 
winter, and to book a slot to have theirs 
checked. Information can be found on the 
County Council’s website. Bookings can be 
made by calling 01865 519800, or online.
ALLOTMENT RENT COLLECTION
The Clerk will soon be collecting allotment 
rents for the year 26/27. It would be helpful, 
in due course, if tenants could arrange to 
transfer the rent amount due straight into 
the Council’s account via online transfer. 
Details of the amount payable will be 
available shortly. Any tenant not having on 
line banking can still send a cheque payable 
to Marcham Parish Council for the amount 
due, to the Clerk’s address. 
APPEAL TO BE CONSIDERATE TO 
NEIGHBOURS
As Halloween approaches, children may be 
eager to go out trick or treating. While this 
is usually a fun activity, it can be unsettling 

This month's cover photo is  
Ivy Mining Bee on Marcham Ivy  

17th September 
by Anna Byrne

for some residents who receive unexpected 
visitors. If you plan to go out, please respect 
those who do not wish to participate.
For those who receive unexpected callers, 
ensure your door chain or bar is secured 
before opening the door. Only allow entry 
to individuals whose identity you are 
comfortable with. For police assistance, call 
101 or dial 999 in an emergency.
FIREWORKS
Although it is only October, fireworks night in 
early November is fast approaching. Please 
plan ahead and be considerate of your 
neighbours and the many pets and animals 
in the village when setting off fireworks.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
P26/V3106/HH Single and two storey 
extensions at 23 Packhorse Lane. The 
Council had no objections, but commented 
that the increased accommodation may 
result in additional parking requirements.
P26/V2234/LB Replacement of existing 
timber and glazed front door with a new  
wood panelled door at Marcham Park, 
(formerly Denman College) New Road. The 
Council had no objections.
P26/V2232/HH Single storey front 
extension and two storey side extension to 
the existing dwelling following demolition 
of the existing outbuilding and existing 
side extension, together with alterations 
to the existing vehicular access and new 
boundary treatments, at 10 The Gap. The 
Council reiterated previous comments that 
the access was off a shared drive with inline 
parking. Problems could result if cars were 
already parked on the drive. Vehicles would 
have to be moved to access the EV charging 
point. It was unclear whether the width of 
the parking spaces had been reduced since 
the last application. There was no tracking 
shown. Vehicles could reverse into The Gap 
causing issues for pedestrians owing to the 
fact that there was no footway. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday 12th October 2026 at 7.30pm 
at Marcham Centre. Please check the 
Council’s website in case arrangements 
change.
Clerk to the Council:  
Mrs. L. Martin, 90 Howard Cornish Road 
Tel: 01865 391833  
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Don't forget 
the clocks go back 

1 hour at 2am 
on Sunday 25th 

October
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HOUSE & GARDEN SERVICES

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available

Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

From minor welds to full restorations

MOT welding

Rust repairs

Commercial or Domestic

From Classic Cars to Race Cars 

Special projects

Family business

Fair pricing

Automotive Fabrication 
and Welding

Call Andy @ The Shop 07739 337562
Email:  theshop.ws@gmail.com

www.TheShop.ws

Got a classic car in the garage, rusting away?
Get it back on the road with The Shop

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES
Stephen R Matthews
Tel: 01235 766412 
Mobile: 07796 532356
Email: stephenmatthews.pgs@gmail.com
All aspects of work undertaken, including:

• garden clearance and restoration
• fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning
• hedgecutting
• fencing and landscaping.

RATS, MICE,
MOLES & 

SQUIRRELS

WASPS &
ALL INSECTS

PROMPT SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE • 07446377816
01235 642689 • info@pestwizards.co.uk

SOLAR PANEL
PROOFING

Oxfordshire Roofing
and Building Services 

a good honest and reliable firm 
Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689

Flat Roofing	 Chimney Repointing
New Roofs	 De-Mossing
Guttering	 Tiling
Slating	 Facias 

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel: 01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk
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MARCHAM AND DISTRICT 
POPPY APPEAL 2026

This year's Poppy Appeal will run from 22nd October, with 
Remembrance Sunday being held on the 8th November
Donation boxes will be located at:

Marcham Village Shop & Post Office
The Marcham Centre

All Saints Church
The Crown

Appleton Shop & Post Office
Budgens (Frilford)

Collection points will be available in Garford village, 
 local pubs in Appleton & Eaton  

as well as Millets and Webbs Garden Centre.
 
Pin badges can be reserved/ordered by messaging me on 
07342 812801 and collected from Longfields in Marcham.
 
Your support and generosity last year helped us raise nearly 
£5,500, this is a tremendous amount and we thank you in 
advance for your donations for this year's Poppy Appeal. All 
your donations are invaluable in enabling the Royal British 
Legion to provide life-long support to serving and ex-serving 
members of the British Armed Forces, and their families. 
Thank you 
JAMIE BUTCHER

NEWS FROM MARCHAM SCHOOL
As the autumn leaves start to fall from the 
trees, Marcham CE Primary School opened 
its doors to a new term filled with fresh faces 
and an invigorated focus on learning. As we 
start our new school year, we must share our 
gratitude to many who supported us last year. 
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to our wonderful PTFA 
for their incredible support last year. Their amazing fundraising 
efforts enabled us to enhance classroom resources and subsidise 
educational visits, ensuring that our pupils benefitted from a 
wealth of enriching experiences. We are incredibly fortunate to 
have such a committed group of volunteers working tirelessly for 
the benefit of our children.
Our thanks also go to the Anson Trust for its generous 
contributions towards educational visits and for supporting 
the creation of our beautiful spiritual space in the school hall. 
Designed and created by our Worship Council, this special 
area provides a calm and reflective environment that is already 
proving to be a valuable addition to our school.
We are equally grateful to the Marcham Village Shop & Post 
Office for its continued kindness and generosity. The donation of 
Easter eggs brought smiles to so many faces, while their support 
in providing additional resources for our EYFS and Key Stage 1 
classrooms, along with dictionaries and thesauruses for our Key 
Stage 2 pupils, has been greatly appreciated.
And finally, to everyone in our village community, thank you for 
your continued support throughout the year. Whether you have 
attended events, volunteered your time, donated resources, or 
simply cheered us on, your involvement makes a real difference.
Our new academic year has started with Music Flood week 
(21st – 25th Sept) where our pupils took part in a variety of 
musical experiences. From instrumental assemblies to singing 
workshops for Key Stage 2, it has been a joyous occasion. In 
addition, classes have all begun their new topics with Year 4 
enjoying a Roman Day taking part in a selection of activities to 
find out what it might have been like to be a Roman. Topics this 
term are All about Me, Toys, Animals, Stone Age and Beyond, 
Romans and a Local Study. 
Even though we have just returned to school, we are already 
looking forward and will have open mornings for children due to 
start school in September 2027 on Tuesday 3rd November 2026 
at 9.30am and Thursday 3rd December 2026 at 9.30am. During 
these open mornings there will be the opportunity to tour the 
school and listen to a short talk from myself. We also have some 
spaces within other selected year groups, please do contact the 
school office office.3235@marcham.oxon.sch.uk if you would 
like to visit the school and discuss available places.
We continue to welcome volunteers from the village, and 
further afield, to assist with reading, supporting the continued 
development of our garden area and offering help in a variety of 
ways. If you are interested in supporting our school, please do 
get in touch with the school office. 
LINDSAY PRIDDLE

To see what else the school has been up to go to 
www.marcham.oxon.sch.uk/class-pages 

COMMUNITY LITTER PICK
The Community litter pick went ahead with a 
strong team of 25 helpers, including our District 
and County Councillors. We managed to swerve 
the rain and a good amount of litter was collected. 
Thank you to all those people who gave their time 
to help Marcham look its best.
JAMIE AND NIKKI BUTCHER

Concerned about a child?
If you’re worried about a child, even if you’re unsure don't 
delay... Call the NSPCC helpline and speak to a professional 
counsellor - you do not have to give your name.  Available 
for advice and support 24/7. Call 0808 800 5000, email 
help@nspcc.org.uk or go to www.nspcc.org.uk
Call the police on 999 if you think a child is in danger.
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LVT, carpet & wood 

Expert supply & fitting

Honest advice, no pressure

USE CODE
MARCHAM10
FOR 10% OFF

Call us on 01235 376 096 
or visit our website 
athertonflooring.co.uk

Trusted by homes in Marcham and beyond.
We fit flooring that lasts,
and we do it right.

Scan the
QR code
to visit our
website

Bee Kind 
Ivy Mining Bees in Marcham

Ivy Mining Bees are out and about at this time of year. They 
emerge from the ground in September, usually the first sunny 
week and they are only active until November. With a life span 
of roughly six weeks, it’s a new population each year.
Ivy Mining Bees can be seen feeding on ivy in late summer and 
early autumn, when it is in flower. There’s a lot of ivy around 
Marcham, and it’s alive with these bees. Because the females 
look very much like honey bees, people sometimes think that 
they are all sisters from the same hive, others worry about the 
sudden influx of wasps. In fact, the Ivy Mining Bee is a rather 
special type of bee. They are a solitary species and each bee 
will have come from its own individual tunnel. However, it’s 
common to find lots of them in individual burrows in a single 
location, such as my front lawn.
They are the last of the solitary bees to emerge each year, right 
at the end of summer when ivy is flowering. They were first seen 
on the south coast in 2001 and have since spread northward 
throughout England and Wales.  
Coming from the North East of England I was a bit wary when 
I first encountered what looked like a low flying swarm of 
bees in the garden but now they are something I look forward 
to hearing each September. They can be quite loud in bright 
sunshine. These bees are pollinators and their burrows can 
aerate the soil. They are relatively harmless to humans and pets 
since the males do not have a sting and females have a very 
weak one that rarely penetrates human skin.
They like patches of bare earth but may also nest in garden lawns 
and vegetable patches. Although solitary, they like to build their 
nests together, so the ground can be pockmarked with dozens 
or even hundreds of tiny volcano-like burrow entrances.
The female bee digs a tunnel approx. 30cm deep with side 
chambers laying a single egg in each one.
The following year it starts all over again as those new bees 
emerge from their underground homes.

KAY MCKEOWN
with material from The Natural History Museum
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THE MIDWEEK WALK
Thursday 1st October at 12.30pm 

Please contact walks@marchamsociety.org.uk  

THE MARCHAM ASTRONOMY GROUP
Wednesday 14th October at 7.30 pm

in the Small Hall, Marcham Centre
Very Large Telescopes in South Africa

How South Africa succeeded in hosting  
the world’s largest optical telescope  

but almost lost the Square Kilometre Array

A talk by Phil Charles
(Prof Emeritus, Oxford and Southampton)

For more information please contact: 
astronomy@marchamsociety.org.uk

THE MONTHLY MEETING
Monday 26th October: at 7.30 pm 

in the Main Hall
Beer, Sausages and Marmalade

Food, drink, politics and tourism  
in nineteenth-century Oxford

A talk by Liz Woolley 
(Oxfordshire Local History Association)

The Annual Membership is £15 per person. 
Guests are welcome at £5 per event.

Please contact: membership@marchamsociety.org.uk
www.marchamsociety.org.uk

Facebook: marchamsociety

Thirsty Community Café 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Cafe at the Marcham Centre is open on
Saturdays 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th 9-11.30

Saturday 17th October 9-12,  
Farmers Market, Marcham Centre Patio

Wednesday 7th,14th, 21st 8.45-11.30 
Wednesday 21st Community Lunch 12 -13.15
Wednesday 4th November 08.45-11.30
all at the Marcham Centre

Closed for half term 28th & 31st October

GIVING BACK TO MARCHAM
Pay it forward with 'Cup of Love'.
Thank you to everyone who has donated items to the Cup of 
Love, pay it forward scheme. It is our hope that people will feel 
free to use these little post-its should they wish to.
To donate, please ask at the till.
To redeem, simply take a sticker of your choice and hand it to 
one of our servers by way of payment.

VOLUNTEERING
Thirsty Café thrives upon the generosity of its volunteers.
Is there any possibility you could help us once a month?
please email:  hello@thirstycafemarcham.co.uk

Website: www.thirstycafemarcham.co.uk
E-mail: hello@thirstycafemarcham.co.uk
Facebook: https://facebook.com/thirstycafemarcham
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/thirstycafemarcham

Images © SKAO/salt.ac.za

MARCHAM TEST PITS OCTOBER
Following the dozen test pits already carried out in private gardens 
in our village, the last excavation of this year’s schedule will take 
place on Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th October 
There will be an opportunity for the public to watch and also bring 
any objects found in their gardens for assessment and recording.
For more information please contact:

archaeology@marchamsociety.org.uk
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

OX BOX CONTAINER STORAGE

NEW 20ft CONTAINERS
ANTI CONDENSATION TREATED

ON SITE 24h SECURITY
SECURITY GATES LOCKED OVERNIGHT

ACCESS FROM 8am-8pm 

PRICES FROM ONLY £110/MONTH

BEST VALUE STORAGE IN OXFORDSHIRE

IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF SHORT OR
LONG TERM, CLEAN & SECURE STORAGE 

FOR YOUR PERSONAL POSSESSIONS 
CALL TODAY: 07799 183119

VEHICLE REPAIR & SERVICE CENTRE
For all Makes & Models 

Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Repair & Service Centre 
Cars & Light Commercial Repairs Including; 

17 Seater Minibuses & Vans up to 3.5 Tonnes 
Engine Management & Electrical Repairs

MOTs WHILE YOU WAIT
Carried out to a High Standard by Qualified Technicians

Tel: 01235 553055 - Radley Rd Industrial Estate
Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.co.uk
E: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Martin Gilbert
Motor Repairs Ltd 

Local Family Run Business

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,  
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075

msharmanroofing@gmail.com
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Has Summer really finished?  Are we thinking 
about Christmas already?  Hallowe’en and 
Bonfire night come in between …
Hallowe’en items will be available in the 
shop from early October.  Look out for sweet 
bags and other goodies to use for the trick or 
treaters.  Following that, we will be bringing in 

gifts and new ideas for Christmas (and other occasions).  We 
are constantly looking for new ideas, so watch this space and 
do check us out.  If you have any ideas or preferences, please 
do let us know.
So far, this financial year, we are proud to say 
that we have donated to the following causes 
to help and support them going forward: 
•	 £100 MND Association
•	 £48 Donation of Crème Eggs to School 

post SATS
•	 £500 SAFE! Support for Young People Affected by Crime
•	 £200 Flexicare
We are able to do this because you, the community, support 
the shop and post office.  Profit and donations are returned 
back to the community in many ways including supporting 
charities and organisations as above.  So, if you have a cause 
(local to Marcham) that you think would benefit from some 
extra help, please contact the shop with your details and we 
will get back to you.
We are aware that the Post Office is 
increasingly serving a lot more customers 
than just those from Marcham, and on a 
regular basis.  We have been told that 
we are ALWAYS open as expected, we 
are friendly and supportive and, in addition to traditional post 
office services, we offer almost as much as your local bank did 
i.e. you can withdraw and deposit cash, buy foreign currency, 
bank your cheques etc.  We are pretty flexible and, if we’re not 
sure, we will try to find a way to help you out.  And we have 
free parking outside the shop! 
For information: Royal Mail and Parcelforce are increasing the 
price of posting some items (mainly parcels) from Monday 5th 
October.  1st and 2nd class stamps remain unchanged. For 
full details please pick up an 'Our Prices' leaflet from the Post 
Office or visit the Royal Mail website (www.royalmail.com).

If you are a shareholder you will be invited 
to attend the MVS AGM which will take 
place in the village hall at 7.30pm on 
Thursday 26 November.  The agenda 
for this meeting will be sent out 
nearer the date.  If you would like to 

become a shareholder (from £10 per 
share) details are available in the shop.

We look forward to seeing you soon
Thank you, as always,  

for your continued support

MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL
We’re back! 
September has arrived, and it has 
been so lovely to see the pure joy 
on the children’s faces as they 
reunite with their friends. There are 
new friendships to be made, new 
routines to discover and lots of exciting experiences ahead.  
At Marcham Pre-School, we are incredibly lucky to have such 
a wonderful team of dedicated, knowledgeable and highly 
qualified staff. We take the time to get to know each child and 
their family, building strong relationships and understanding 
what makes each child unique.  Our children’s individual 
needs, interests, personalities and ideas are at the heart of 

everything we do. We want 
every child to feel safe, happy, 
valued and confident to explore, 
discover and have a go.

Our curriculum is designed to 
give children much more than 
just the foundations for their 
future learning. We place great 
importance on developing 
those everyday life skills too 
— becoming independent, 
making friends, communicating, 
solving problems, looking after 
ourselves and others, and 
developing the confidence to try 
something new.

We are looking forward to a 
wonderful year filled with fun, friendship, learning, laughter and 
lots of special moments.

If you’d like to find out more about the Marcham Pre-school 
community, please get in touch on 01865 392101 or by 
emailing admissions.mps@outlook.com

For Early Years ideas and tips, please check out our website 
and the Road Map to Starting School… at 

www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com 
Nicky Sanford, Early Years Teacher

Marcham Pre-school
01865 392101 

marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk
www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com

POST 
OFFICE

®

POST 
OFFICE

®

Shop and Post Office Opening Hours
Monday – Friday: 0830-1700

Saturday: 0830-1200
Sundays & Bank Holidays: Closed

The Arts Society Abingdon LECTURE
Wednesday 21st October  

10.30am and 2.00pm 
Abbey Cinema, Abbey Close,  

Abingdon OX14 3JD
Nature Sits to Mr Gainsborough 

Amina Wright
Although Thomas Gainsborough (1727-1788) often complained 
about the tedium of painting one portrait after another, his 
delight in depicting animals radiates from his work. 
In landscapes, portraits and sketches, Gainsborough’s animals 
are beautifully and affectionately observed and overflowing with 
character and meaning.
For more information on future lectures and other activities see

theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk  
or email info@theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk
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Marcham Village Shop & Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG

Call us: Shop 01865 391993 / Post Office  01865 391940
Facebook: marchamvillageshop Shop and Post Office
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL & COMMUNITY

Need help with your PC?
● Support for Macs & PCs
● Laptops, Desktops & Tablets
● Supply of New Computers
● Home & Office Visits
● Remote Help Option (no visit required)
● Monthly Cover Option
● New Installations

FREE local 
callout & 
diagnosis

Call: 01865 349057
 www.pc-help-4u.co.uk  support@pc-help-4u.co.uk

● Software Repairs & Upgrades
● Hardware Repairs & Upgrades
● Internet Security & Antivirus
●  Wireless Setups & Networking
● Data Recovery
● Backup Solutions
● Web Design & Hosting

Fully qualified,  
locally based business 
offering a personal & 
professional service 

with a smile

24 HOUR SERVICE 
• 

DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST

A private, family business, upholding the 
traditional values of dignity and respect

www.edcarterfd.co.uk
107 South Avenue, Abingdon, OX14 1QS

01235 528293

Edward Carter 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

info@edcarterfd.co.uk

Abingdon’s Longest Established Independent Family Funeral Directors



MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.ukOctober 2026 11

MARCHAM FARMERS 
MARKET 

SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER
The next Marcham Farmers Market is 
on Saturday 17 October, 9am–12pm at 
Marcham Centre.
Producer Spotlight: Billy’s Eggs
This month we’re putting the spotlight on 
one of our much-loved local producers – 
Billy’s Eggs.

It doesn’t get much more 
local than this! Billy’s chickens 
are just down the road from 
Marcham, with their flock 
based in Kingston Bagpuize. 
Their eggs have also been part 
of Thirsty Café from the very 
start – used in our cakes, bakes 
and breakfast baps.
Billy’s Eggs are signed up to 'Laid 
in Britain', an independent egg 
assurance scheme focused on 
food safety, traceability and 

hen welfare. Farms follow strict standards including vaccination, 
testing, biosecurity and regular auditing. Impressively, no egg 
produced under the Laid in Britain scheme has ever tested 
positive for salmonella, giving customers extra confidence in the 
eggs they buy – including when enjoying a runny yolk!
It’s exactly what Marcham Farmers Market is all about: 
local producers supplying local businesses, and local people 
supporting both.

So come along on Saturday 17th October, 9am–12pm at the 
Marcham Centre patio, stock up on Billy’s Eggs and plenty more 
from our fantastic local producers.

For more information please contact 
farmersmarket@thirstycafemarcham.com

Marcham Farmers Market 
 local food, local producers, local community

September arrived, and brought lots of excitement, new 
adventures and some very proud moments for our Little Angels.

For many of our children, this month has marked a big milestone 
as they've moved into our Toddler and Pre-School rooms. We 
know these transitions can feel like a big step for both children 
and families, so we spend time getting to know new key workers, 
visiting new rooms and building confidence before the move. It's 
been wonderful to see how quickly the children have settled and 
embraced their next stage of learning.
In our Green Room (Toddlers), we continue to focus on something 
that's at the heart of Little Angels, helping children become 
confident, capable and independent. Whether it's pouring their 
own drink, serving their lunch or making choices about their play, 
we encourage children to have a go and take pride in what they 
can do. We believe every child should feel empowered to say, 
"This is me."
A big part of our Little Angels DNA Curriculum is giving children 
opportunities to be curious and follow their own ideas. Loose 
parts play has been providing lots of opportunities for children 
to explore, problem-solve and think creatively using everyday 
objects in ways we could never have planned ourselves. It is often 
in these moments that we see children developing confidence, 
resilience and a genuine love of learning.
Meanwhile, our youngest children in Yellow Room have 
been welcoming the season with autumn-inspired sensory 
experiences, including scented spice trays that have encouraged 
plenty of exploration, discussion and curiosity.
September also brought lots of new families through our doors. It 
has been lovely welcoming them into the Little Angels community 
and seeing new friendships begin to blossom.
At Little Angels, we are passionate about creating more than just 
a childcare setting. We aim to provide a place where children feel 
safe, valued and inspired to learn; where families feel part of a 
community; and where every child is encouraged to become the 
best version of themselves.
We are looking forward to seeing where this autumn's adventures 
take us next!

Contact us at joinus@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL & COMMUNITY

Kilbey & Clarke                                                                       

Will Writers and Estate Practitioners                                 

       

* Wills from £175

* Lasting Power of Attorney from £195, £350 for 2 LPAs          

* Inheritance Protection

* Probate

* Will storage: Annual or lifetime 

* Local, friendly, professional  with home visits

 

Nigel Kilbey Member SWW   

07734 051258 / 01235 868266

www.kilbeyandclarke.co.uk

wills@kilbeyandclarke.co.uk

£102,000 IN GRANTS APPROVED IN 4 YRS 

AND ANOTHER £8,000 STILL AVAILABLE

Does Your Organisation, Society, Group or Club 

Need Help with Funding Marcham Area Activities?

IF THE ANSWER IS “YES” TO THIS QUESTION THEN THE 

ANSON TRUST MAY BE ABLE TO HELP YOU

For more information on our grant application process and 

policy please visit ansontrust.org/grant-giving

or email us at ansontrustenquiries@gmail.com
Reg’d Charity No. 1107174
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on a Wednesday, though Colin will be more than happy to have a 
chat if you want. (c_trinder@btinternet.com).
QUIZ NIGHTS
Monthly quizzes have started again. The next being on Friday 9 
October in the main hall of the Centre, starting at 8pm sharp, with 
the bar open beforehand and throughout the evening. Teams of 
up to six members are invited to come along for a friendly night 
of banter.
New teams are welcome to supplement those regulars of recent 
years. We look forward to seeing you all, no need to let us know, 
just turn up on the night

A YEAR OF GRATITUDE, STEADY 
PROGRESS, AND AGM NOTICE

As we reflect on another busy year for the Marcham Community 
Group (MCG), our overriding feeling is one of immense gratitude. 
The Marcham Centre and our playing fields exist for the village, 
but they only truly thrive because of the people who give their 
time, energy, and care to make them work.
First and foremost, a heartfelt thank you to our incredible team 
of volunteers. Whether you have helped with hands-on site 
maintenance, lent a hand at village events, or simply offered a 
welcoming smile to newcomers visiting the Centre, your efforts 
keep the heartbeat of this community strong. Equally, huge thanks 
go to my fellow Trustees, who work tirelessly behind the scenes 
on governance, bookings, and compliance to ensure our facilities 
remain on a secure footing.
Financially, the group has had a solid, proactive year. Total incoming 
resources reached around £103,000, reflecting steady bookings 
and vibrant use of our community halls and outdoor spaces.
Like everyone, we have felt the squeeze of rising utility tariffs and 
everyday operational costs. In response, the Trustees made two 
key strategic decisions this year:
•	 Freezing Hire Rates: To support our regular clubs, local 

societies, and village residents during a challenging economic 
period, we made the deliberate choice to freeze our hire rates 
for the 2026 period.

•	 Securing the Future: To ensure we never face emergency 
bailouts when major maintenance arises, we have prioritised 
our dedicated "Sinking Fund," which now safely exceeds 
£20,000.

Importantly, our commercial stability means we can keep 
reinvesting back where it belongs. Over the past year, we have 
invested over £10,000 directly into essential maintenance for the 
playing fields and pitches to ensure safe, top-quality surfaces for 
local sport and everyday recreation alike. We were also delighted 
to distribute nearly £10,000 in trading profits back into local 
community groups to support grassroots initiatives across the 
village.
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)
Thursday 22nd October 7.45pm, Marcham Village Hall.  
All residents of Marcham and users of the facilities are warmly 
invited to attend. The AGM is an excellent opportunity to hear a 
full review of the year, ask questions of the Trustees, and learn 
more about our upcoming plans.
Formal notice, including the agenda and the annual accounts, 
will be sent to members within the required statutory timescales 
ahead of the meeting. Details will also be made available on the 
Marcham Centre's social media accounts.
Finally, thank you to every resident who booked a party, joined a 
weekly class, or came along to support a community event this 
past year.
If you would like to get involved, have an idea for a new group, or 
are interested in joining our team of volunteers or trustees, please 
do come along to the AGM or get in touch directly.
INDOOR SHORT MAT BOWLS
Indoor Short Mat Bowls – has started again in the main hall of the 
Centre on Wednesdays, Starting at 2pm. All bowlers and potential 
ones are invited to join a happy informal bunch of players, who 
have over recent years increased their numbers in an enjoyable 
and welcoming environment.
Colin Trinder co-ordinates the sessions. He looks forward to 
meeting any new potential bowlers. This is an excellent opportunity 
to have a go at this popular sport. No need to register, just turn up 

Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, Marcham OX13 6TY
enquiries@marchamcentre.org  www.marchamcentre.org
Operated by Marcham Community Group (MCG) 
Registered in England 7470307 Charity No. 1144407

Games Morning
Enjoy a chat over a friendly game of 
Scrabble, Mexican Train dominoes, 

Rummikub,...

Newcomers of all ages 
always welcome and 

we like learning new games!

Every Monday 
10.30-12 noon 

Duffield Place Lounge 

No charge (optional small donation for 
coffee/tea/biscuits)

Quiz 
1.	 In which sea are the Cyclades islands located?
2.	 Bali is an island in which country?
3.	 Which country topped the medal table at the 2026 European 

Athletics Championships in Birmingham?
4.	 Which British scientist is famous for his pioneering work 

on electricity and magnetism, including the discovery of 
electromagnetic induction?

5.	 Which group of animals makes up almost a quarter of the 
UK’s mammal species?

6.	 Which country, alongside Great Britain and France, entered 
the Second World War by declaring war on Germany on 3 
September 1939?

7.	 Which planet did NASA’s Viking 1 spacecraft land on in 
1976?

8.	 Which country in Central America has English as its official 
language?

9.	 What are the names of the two major Scottish football clubs 
based in Edinburgh?

10.	 Which film earned Clint Eastwood his first Academy Award 
for Best Director?

11.	 Who succeeded Lyndon B. Johnson as the 37th President 
of the United States?

12.	 What is the French word for “computer”?

Answers on page 19
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Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk

The right care, 
in the home
you love.
L A Care provides personal,
round-the-clock live-in support
that puts dignity, continuity
and warmth at the heart of
every day. 

Also offering trusted hourly 
home visits across Oxfordshire.

01235 606 200

www.lacare.co.uk
enquiries@lacare.co.uk

WINNERS
Care employer of the year

B&B Rafters

Abingdon Road	 Contact Mrs Sigrid Grawert
Marcham	 Tel 01865 391298
Abingdon, Oxfordshire	 enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk
OX13 6NU	 www. bnb-rafters.co.uk

Join us and discover  
a place to relax

PERSONAL & SOCIAL 

F I E L D  |  F A M I LY  |  F O R K

www.milletsfarmcentre.com
Kingston Road | Frilford | Nr. Abingdon | OX13 5HB

Millets
FARM CENTRE and FUN!

Sprouts Play Barn
Come and explore Mr Sprout’s award-

winning 4-tier soft play

MADParishMag130x90.2024.indd   11MADParishMag130x90.2024.indd   11 31/12/2024   13:3431/12/2024   13:34

FOOD AND DRINK
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PTFA Update
EMPOWERING CLASSROOMS: HOW YOUR 
PTFA SUPPORT ENRICHES LEARNING
At the Marcham PTFA, we believe that the teachers 
and staff who work with our children every day are 
best placed to understand the unique needs of each 
class. That is why, every term, we provide £100 petty cash directly 
to each year group, from the Pandas to the Wolves, and £50 to 
the Nurture group. This money can be spent exactly where they 
believe it will have the most impact.
This direct funding allows staff to move quickly to enrich the 
children's experience with both essential supplies and those 
special "extra" touches that bring lessons to life. Here is a glimpse 
at how those funds have been put to work across the school last 
academic year:
•	 Diverse Learning Tools: from an electric pencil sharpener 

and desk organisers to iPad cases and laminating pouches, 
funds were used to ensure a smooth and organised learning 
environment.

•	 Creative Arts & DT: This year’s "DT Week" was a highlight 
for many, with funds covering craft cards, acrylic paints, clay 
tools, and even specialty items like glass pebbles, jute twine, 
and embroidery thread.

•	 Bringing Stories to Life: Our school library continues to 
grow. Staff have hand-picked titles ranging from The Fossil 
Hunter and Everest to Harry Potter and The Lights That 
Dance in the Night.

•	 Curiosity & Exploration: From "plant growing dolls" and 
"mini rubber ducks" to "ration books" for history and "reptile 
coloured sand," these funds allow teachers to follow the 
curiosity of their students.

•	 Classroom Comforts: Sometimes, it’s the small things that 
matter most, like fresh produce for cooking, sunflower seeds 
for the garden, or even a set of "freeze pops" for a well-earned 
treat.

Every penny spent is a reflection of our teachers' dedication to 
making Marcham Primary school a vibrant place to learn. Thank 
you for your continued support of the PTFA, which makes this 
direct classroom enrichment possible!
We will be sharing this term’s events via Arbor and class WhatsApp 
groups so keep an eye out. 
As ever we’re looking to recruit more people to the committee. In 
particular in Reception, Years 2 and 4. If you’d be able to help in 
any way please email marchampta@gmail.com
Thanks,
The PTFA committee 

SPORT REPORT 
August and September bring an end to the cricket season and a 
start to the football season with a marked change in the use of 
the field. Sadly nobody has told the weatherman and the warm 
weather continues to make conditions challenging on the field. We 
ask all users to be aware of the most bare patches as we try to 
reseed and bring the green back.
CRICKET
The cricket season ended with the first team securing their 
place in the league with some good results, marked notably by 
James Lauder scoring in the top ten in the runs table and captain 
Dan Hill appearing in the top 10 for wicket takers. The reserves 
have allowed a huge number of people to participate in cricket 
recreationally providing a great spirit and atmosphere despite 
some challenging results. We look forward to next season when 
a number of our younger players come of age to be allowed to 
play in adult cricket bolstering the athleticism of the team. If you're 
interested in playing for the cricket club please do drop us an email 
fieldcommittee.marchamcentre@gmail.com and we will let you 
know about winter nets.
FOOTBALL
Both the adult first team and the reserve team have got off to 
winning starts in their first games. The first team travelling to RAF 
Brize Norton picking up a 64 win and the reserves winning 43 at 
home versus Faringdon B. 
After a fantastic Under-7s season last year, Marcham FC is excited 
to begin the new campaign with not one but two under-8 teams. 
The growth of the squad reflects the hard work, commitment, and 
enthusiasm shown by all our young players. There are over 100 
children now playing as part of Marcham Colts using both the field 
and Abingdon Prep school, to whom we are really thankful for the 
use of their nine aside pitches. The teams will also be proudly 
wearing their brand-new kit, generously sponsored by Andy and 
Dawn at TheShop.ws Classic Car and Race Prep Services, 
whose support has helped make the season even more special.

The Minis begin on Saturday mornings at 9 o'clock on the field. All 
are welcome for those who are just learning to play football from 
toddler to leopards who are just dipping their toes into the joy of 
football. For all minis information please follow the Facebook page 
Marcham Colts minis football. 
As we look ahead to the year, the focus remains on developing 
skills, building friendships, and enjoying football. Most importantly, 
our players will take to the pitch each week with smiles on their 
faces, ready to represent Marcham FC with pride and make more 
great memories together
Everyone's welcome to come and watch the teams play with the 
cafe open on Saturday mornings and the bar open on Saturday 
afternoons. It is great to see as many people as possible supporting 
the village.
AUNT SALLY
The village is fortunate to have four aunt sally teams available for 
`locals` to play this solely Oxfordshire game.
The summer season has just finished. Two teams each from The 
Crown and Marcham Centre have enjoyed the long hot summer 
evenings, all resulting in mid table finishes.
Marcham Centre A – C Section
The team was promoted two divisions from last season and having 
suffered an early adjustment to a higher league, finished winning 
six games and losing nine. Indeed, such was the improvement 
during the season, four players scored more than an average of 
two dolls per throw (out of a maximum six), those being captain 
Brian Boseley 2.17; Kieran Beesley 2.08; Jack Rhodes 2.06; Tom 
Ricketts 2.00.

The Crown A-E Section
A mid-table position proved to be similar to the previous season, 
though winning more than lost. Nick Hill top scored over the 
season, averaging 1.91, with Paul Alder scoring a consistent 1.85.
The Crown B – F Section
Another mid-table position, though winning `the bragging rights` 
over neighbours Centre B, albeit finishing on same number of 
points. Reason for this was the fact that Crown B scored the 
most dolls in the section after winners Brewery Tap. However, 
the number of dolls scored didn`t reflect the winning and losing 
stats, hence a mid-table position. Sam Coughlan top scored for 
the season with an average of 1.95, followed by captain Jamie 
Butcher with 1.59. 
Marcham Centre B – F Section
Mid table position after a poor start. The improvements meant 
finishing only seven points off the second team in the league, albeit 
the ultimate finish was just below half way in the table. Barry (Baz) 
Godfrey top scored for the season with 1.64, followed by Dave 
Corbett 1.42.
All teams will be looking for new players next year, although 
competition is steep!     
DAN BARNES, JAMIE BUTCHER, TREVOR HILL
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COME AND BE A PART OF OUR 
MARCHAM SCHOOL FAMILY

We pride ourselves on being the primary school for the 
pupils of Marcham and the surrounding villages and we 
hope that, meeting us, you will feel that you belong. Come 
and join us!

Why not visit the school office, phone (01865 391448) 
or email us office.3235@marcham.oxon.sch.uk for an 
opportunity to speak to us and arrange to see the school 
at work. You can also find out more about our school - 
our vision, values and passions - by visiting our website 
https://www.marcham.oxon.sch.uk/.

We look forward to welcoming you and showing off what 
we think is the BEST school in the world!  

FOOD AND DRINK EVENTS

KELMSCOTT MANOR, THE VILLAGE, 

MAY MORRIS & THE FIRST OXFORDSHIRE WI
Tuesday, 24th November 2026, 10.30-12.30

Marcham Community Centre
OX13 6TY

We are thrilled to be able to present this brand-new talk by 
Gillian Cane who has created it especially for this occasion. 
Gillian will explore the beautiful Oxfordshire village of Kelmscott 
and all that it has to offer, including the link to the very first 
Oxfordshire WI, the very talented May Morris and the impact 
she had on the period. May’s work was often misattributed as 
that of her father, William Morris.  Gillian will also tell us more 
about the manor and the village. Everyone welcome!

Book here www.oxfordshirewi.co.uk/what-s-on or telephone 
the WI Office on 01869 331081

Tickets £12 
WI members 
or £14 Non 
Members 

https://mostly-books.co.uk/events/
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We welcome enquiries from anyone who feels they would benefit 
from a family member with a diagnosis of dementia attending 
the club. For more details of what we offer please take a look 
at the website www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk or contact 
Kay, organiser@kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk or call 07852 
883496. We look forward to meeting you.

Jill Rowe will step down from her role as Children and Families 
Worker at All Saints Marcham at the end of October this year. 
It is the end of an era. God has blessed Jill’s ministry with 
enormous flourishing over many years (40+ years in fact), first 
as a volunteer, and then as a paid youth and children minister 
from 2008. Her role was changed in 2016 to focus solely on 
children and families because the role had got so big, and Rob 
Finch joined the staff team as youth worker. Over the years, 
Jill has blessed hundreds of children and their families through 
ministries such as Friday Club, Holiday Club, and Sunday 
Kids, and through her work at Marcham Primary School. She 
has served generations of children. Jill and Neil are not going 
anywhere. She will be “merely” giving up her paid role at All 
Saints and enjoying focussing her boundless energy on other 
things, and having a break, I hope. (Jill tells me I’m not allowed 
to use the “r” word in relation to her stopping work – not that it 
would really apply in her case anyway!) Jill will be much missed 
for her creativity, her energy, her ideas and infectious passion 
to see children come to know Jesus.
I am pleased to announce that, over the summer, Karen Shaw 
was appointed as the new Children and Families Worker at All 
Saints. Karen lives in Marcham and has been part of our church 
family for a couple of years. She has been working as Operations 
Manager for Gender and Religious Freedom. Karen has worked 
for the Keswick Convention, at various children's nurseries, and 
for the Christian organisations Route 61 and Endeavour 831. 
We look forward to her joining the staff team in November. In the 
meantime, I’m sure the whole community will join me in thanking 
Jill for her wonderful ministry. There will be an opportunity to do 
that together on Sunday 1st November at the 10.30am All-Age 
service at All Saints. All welcome. If members of the community 
would like to contribute towards a present for Jill please donate 
via “Marcham Parochial Church Council” Sort Code: 60 01-01, 
Acc. No: 61591963. Please use the reference “JR gift”. 
Thank you. REVD NICK WELDON

ALL SAINTS’ & ST LUKE’S CHURCHES
www.marcham-with-garford.org.uk

Contacts: 
Revd. Nick Weldon Vicar vicar@allsaintsmarcham.org 01865 391962 
Phil Rowlandson Curate curate@allsaintsmarcham.org 
Rob Finch Youth Worker youth@allsaintsmarcham.org 
Jill Rowe Children & Families minister families@allsaintsmarcham.org 
Tamsin Gilbert Parish Administrator info@allsaintsmarcham.org 
Ruth Atkins Safeguarding Officer safeguarding@allsaintsmarcham.org
Website: www.marcham-with-garford.org.uk 

Regular Sunday services 
10.30am: Morning Service at AS
11am-12pm: Quiet prayer at St. Luke’s
6pm: Evening Service
Wednesday Holy Communion
10.30am at Duffield Place

The Great Garden Heatwave Survival Guide  
When a summer heatwave hits, gardeners aren't the only ones 
melting into a deckchair with a cold drink. Across the garden, 
Britain's wildlife is engaged in its own annual battle against the 
blazing sun, each species deploying survival tactics that range 
from ingenious to downright ridiculous.
Read on, so next year, you know what to do to help nature in 
your garden.
Take the humble hedgehog. Normally a nocturnal wanderer, 
during a heatwave it resembles a grumpy pensioner searching 
for the nearest patch of shade. Rather than trundling about in 
the midday sun, hedgehogs conserve energy and seek shelter 
under shrubs, sheds and piles of leaves.
Birds, meanwhile, turn into feathered beachgoers. Blackbirds, 
robins and sparrows can often be seen splashing enthusiastically 
in shallow water, looking less like elegant wildlife and more like 
toddlers at a swimming pool. Some birds even hold their wings 
slightly away from their bodies to release excess heat, the avian 
equivalent of loosening your collar and complaining that "it's 
not the heat, it's the humidity."
Bees and butterflies have their own methods. Butterflies often 
spend the hottest part of the day resting in shady spots, while bees 
increase their air conditioning efforts. Honeybees station workers 
at the entrance of the hive, furiously fanning their wings like tiny 
nightclub bouncers trying to cool an overcrowded venue.
Even garden frogs get involved. As temperatures rise, they 
retreat to damp corners, disappearing from view entirely. One 
moment they're there, the next they've apparently checked into 
an underground spa.
Fortunately, gardeners can become wildlife lifeguards with 
very little effort. A shallow dish of water, complete with 
pebbles for insects to land on, can be a five-star resort for thirsty 
creatures. Leaving a few untidy areas beneath plants provides 
cool refuges for hedgehogs, frogs and countless insects. A small 
pond is even better, offering everything from drinking facilities 
to a fully equipped amphibian holiday complex.
Most importantly, resist the temptation to make the garden look 
like a freshly shaved military parade ground. Long grass, dense 
planting and shady corners create natural air conditioned zones.
So, during the next heatwave, remember: while you're reaching 
for the ice cream, somewhere nearby a hedgehog is hiding 
under a bush, a blackbird is having an enthusiastic bath, and 
a bee is working overtime on the world's 
smallest cooling system. The least we can 
do is leave the water bowl topped up.
.Happy Gardening!
Stuart Mabbutt, 
Wildlife Gardening Specialist
01865 747243 
www.wildmaninspires.co.uk  
The People's Countryside 
Environmental Debate Podcast

St Lawrence Church, Tubney

Join us at 9:30am on every second Sunday of the month for a 
Traditional Prayer Book Service in this beautiful Chapel of Ease.

Providing safe and supportive day care 
for people with dementia and respite 
for their carers

Scan Me
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REORGANISATION (LGR)
As I’ve discussed in previous months, 
central government began a process 
of completely changing how local 
government will look across Oxfordshire 
and elsewhere in the country. Local 
Government Reorganisation (LGR) 
would see the two-tier system of County 
Councils and District Councils abolished, 
to be replaced by Unitary Authorities (UAs). In July, the responsible 
minister at the time (Steve Reed MP) announced that three new UAs 
would cover the whole of Oxfordshire and West Berkshire; the current 
councils then spent the summer working hard on plans for elections 
in May 2027 on this basis, but in early September the new minister 
(Angela Rayner MP) paused the whole process and announced a 
review. There will therefore be District Council elections in May 2027 
after all, for all the wards that currently exist (including for Marcham 
& Shippon).
All of this is especially frustrating locally, as the Vale had nearly 
completed a boundary review shortly before LGR was first 
announced in December 2024. The current wards hadn’t been 
updated in quite some time and have become unbalanced as new 
housing was built unevenly across the district. This boundary review 
was paused because of LGR, but I understand that there won’t be 
time to complete it before the elections in May and so we’ll have to 
continue with the unbalanced wards. All very frustrating! 
RESERVOIR
Thames Water’s ambition of building a huge reservoir to the south of 
Marcham approaches a significant milestone soon, as they plan to 
submit their Development Consent Order (DCO) application in early 
November. A DCO application is similar to a Planning Application, 
except that it is decided by central government rather than by a local 
council. Together with colleagues at the Vale and on Oxfordshire 
County Council, I’ll continue to raise concerns over the excessive 
scale and TW’s lack of transparency around key issues. However, 
we’ll simultaneously be fighting for the best outcome in case the 
DCO application is approved anyway: for mitigations (restrictions 
over construction traffic through Marcham village, for example); and 
for improvements (footpaths and cycle routes, biodiversity areas, 
and leisure facilities). It won’t be easy, since TW and the government 
have so far paid little meaningful attention to local communities 
affected, but any successes we do have could have impacts felt by 
Marcham residents for decades.
CLLR DR ROBERT CLEGG
District Councillor for Marcham Ward
Phone: 07784 225290
Email: robert.clegg@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR'S REPORT
Unfortunately, it seems as though we 
are talking about the future of local 
government on a regular basis at the 
moment, and this month is no different. 
Back in the summer, Government 
announced it was minded to proceed 
with plans to replace the existing 
councils in Oxfordshire and West 
Berkshire with three new unitary 
authorities - Northern Oxfordshire, 
Greater Oxford and Ridgeway. 
However, the Government has now 
announced a review of that decision, in order to ensure the 
process was followed correctly and that the proposals are 
both sustainable and deliverable. Whilst the exact scope of the 
review is still unclear, it provides an opportunity to reconsider 
the options before any final decisions are made. Importantly, it 
has been confirmed that District Council elections will go ahead 
in 2027 under existing boundaries. As always, I will continue to 

keep residents updated on this as things progress.
Turning to more local matters and a number residents in 
Marcham have contacted me regarding recent changes to 
local bus services, particularly the introduction of the new 
X35 service. Concerns have focused on the decision not to 
route the service through Howard Cornish Road. Following 
discussions with County Council officers, I have been informed 
that the decision was made because of concerns regarding the 
suitability of travel along North Street, as well as reliability and 
journey times. While the half-hourly X15 service will continue to 
provide connections from Howard Cornish Road into Abingdon 
and Oxford, I recognise that changes to established routes 
can be challenging, particularly heading towards Wantage. 
Officers have indicated that bus routes will be reviewed again 
in January but in the meantime, I will continue to monitor the 
situation and press for improvements where possible, including 
the introduction of new bus shelters within the village.
Over in Garford, residents will be pleased to hear that progress 
is being made on the village drainage system following the 
recent survey of the system and associated maintenance 
works. I am pleased to report that most of the drainage system 
is now clear and operating as intended. However, some 
sections of pipework were found to require more extensive 
attention, and a further visit is planned for mid-November. This 
will unfortunately require another road closure to allow crews 
to access and clear the remaining problem areas. Once these 
works have been completed, the drainage network is expected 
to be restored to its original design capacity, improving its ability 
to cope with periods of heavy rainfall and helping to reduce 
the risk of flooding. Clearly, it would have been preferable if all 
the work could have been completed in a single visit, but I am 
pleased that the team will be returning to Garford to finish the 
job, hopefully before the worst of the winter weather arrives.
Finally, another issue likely to generate considerable local 
interest is the proposed Cearn Solar Farm. Early-stage plans 
have been announced for a large-scale solar development 
covering several sites in the local area, including land to the 
south of Garford. Whilst these proposals remain at an early 
stage, I am aware that many residents have questions and 
concerns regarding the scale and potential impact of the project. 
As the consultation process develops, I will be engaging with 
the developers to ensure local views are fully represented and 
considered
As always, if you’d like to stay up to date with what I’m doing 
around our division, do follow me on Facebook where I post regular 
updates: www.facebook.com/JamesRPlumb
JAMES PLUMB
County Councillor for Marcham and Cummor
Email: james.plumb@oxfordshire.gov.uk

MP'S REPORT
PALESTINE 
The government has finally stated 
publicly that the occupation of the 
West Bank is illegal and has taken 
action to impose sanctions on 
illegal Israeli settlements including 
the E1 settlement.  I must admit 
to becoming quite emotional when 
the announcement was made. This is something I have always 
called for, bringing a Private Members Bill on the subject earlier 
this year. I must give credit to Ed Miliband and the Government 
for taking this step, and in Parliament made the offer to work with 
him cross-party on this issue, to do all we can to ensure the future 
of a Palestinian State.  
ASSISTED DYING  
My inbox once again lit up as Assisted Dying returned to Parliament. 
There were many powerful and compelling experiences from 
residents on both sides of the argument. While I voted for the bill, 
I fully agree with concerns raised about the state of the palliative 
care system in this country. The Health Committee will continue 
to make recommendations to the Government on how to sort out 
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Answers to this month's Quiz from page 13
1.	 Aegean Sea
2.	 Indonesia
3.	 Italy
4.	 Michael Faraday
5.	 Bats
6.	 Australia
7.	 Mars
8.	 Belize
9.	 Heart of Midlothian (Hearts) and Hibernian 

(Hibs)
10.	 Unforgiven (1992)
11.	 Richard Nixon
12.	 Ordinateur

?

the issues we all recognise with the service; fragmented care, a 
postcode lottery, widespread workforce shortages and systemic 
inequalities, so that everyone has the opportunity of a peaceful, 
pain-free death. I remain supportive of the principle of choice at 
the end of life and I’ve no doubt this issue will return in the future. 
CAMHS SERVICE 
Some of the most heartbreaking cases that residents bring to me 
relate to children’s mental health and the clearly broken system 
that many families are trying to navigate.  The Health Committee is 
continuing its inquiry with a deep dive into CAMHS.  But it is clear 
from the evidence we are hearing from experts and those with lived 
experience that waiting time targets are not the whole answer. There 
also needs to be better integration and support across services, 
rather what many experience of bouncing around between health 
services, school, social care and voluntary organisations.  
RESERVOIR UPDATE 
I continue to meet with Ofwat – the regulator charged with making a 
decision on the reservoir application. On a very fundamental level, I 
remain doubtful of the ability of Thames Water to deliver this project. 
As plans progress, flooding is a priority for action, as is mitigation 
of the traffic and disruption to Marcham and the local area. I’m 
encouraged that Thames Water are planning additional access 
points around the site to carry out construction and environmental 
mitigation works. I will continue to work with Cllr Rob Clegg and 
colleagues to ensure that if this project continues forward, we get 
the best possible outcome for residents.  
As ever, if you have any issues we can help with, please email us 
at: layla.moran.mp@parliament.uk
For regular updates you can follow me
Bluesky: @laylamoran.bsky.social
Facebook: LaylaMoranUK
LAYLA MORAN  
MP Oxford West and Abingdon 

MP'S REPORT
I hope you’re having a wonderful start to 
the autumn. For parents and everyone 
working in one of our local schools, I 
hope the start of the new term has gone 
smoothly. I wish you all the best for the 
year ahead!
At the end of August, West Oxfordshire 
District Council opened a public 
consultation on the final draft of the 
Local Plan 2043, which will shape how 
our area develops over the next fifteen 
years.
With the central Government forcing West Oxfordshire to take 
18,000 new homes over the next 20 years, it's vital public 
transport, roads, utilities, and healthcare keep pace.  I will make 
the case in my response to the consultation that we need a 
new railway linking Carterton and Witney to Oxford, to tackle 
congestion on the A40. I strongly encourage everyone to email 
planning.consultation@westoxon.gov.uk to respond to the 
consultation and make your voice heard!
It's been a busy month across the constituency, meeting lots 
of fantastic local charities, businesses and community groups.
I visited the Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) to see 
the incredible scale of their work first-hand. BBOWT manages 
more than 80 nature reserves, including Chimney Meadows 
near Bampton - the largest nature reserve in Oxfordshire. Their 
results are brilliant. Around 100 bird species are recorded there 
each year, and a wetland restoration project has opened a fish 
passage.
I also visited the Pump House Project in Faringdon, which has 
been responding to community needs for fourteen years. The 
charity is the base that many other local services simply couldn’t 
run without – from table tennis for the over-65s to an Urban 
Movement Academy for under-18s, a weekly cake café, and a 
daily food share project. I really enjoyed meeting everyone who 
works so hard on these.

I popped into one of U3A’s speaker meetings this month in Witney, 
where I met Rhys and Susie, the Chair and ex-Chair. It was great 
to hear about their range of speaker events, more-than-60 special 
interest groups, and available outings. Thank you very much to 
everyone I met who made me so welcome!
With Parliament now back from its summer recess, I have been 
busy on the Westminster side of things too. In the first week back, 
I spoke in a debate on financial services where I raised the issue 
of how we can be better prepared for AI threats to cyber security 
in the financial sector. In a debate on biodiversity, I raised the 
importance of the Government incentivising nature recovery and 
natural flood management here in Oxfordshire, and across the 
country. Responding to the Chancellor of the Exchequer's first 
major speech, I also challenged the new Treasury Ministers to 
boost our economy by opening the door to a new growth and 
defence partnership with the EU.
CHARLIE MAYNARD
MP  Charlie Maynard Charlie.maynard.mp@parliament.uk

OTHER REPRESENTIVES
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Frilford Garford Jill Rayner jill.rayner@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Tubney Mark Coleman mark.coleman@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

HOW MANY CABLES ARE HIDING  
IN YOUR HOUSE?

We all have them.
The cables we don't recognise. The chargers for phones we 
haven't owned for years. International E-Waste Day, 14 October
The Great Cable Challenge is back for 2026. So, it’s time to 
dig out those forgotten cables, bag them up and give them a 
chance to be reused or recycled.
Ready to take on the challenge?
Ready to take the challenge?
Use our Recycle Your Electricals Locator to find a local place to 
repair, donate or recycle them. https://recycleyourelectricals.
org.uk/electrical-recycling-near-me/
Why bother?
Copper can be recycled again and again. In fact, if 1 million of 
us recycled just one cable each, we could save at least 5,000kg 
of copper from going to waste. So, your cable clear-out could 
make more of a difference than you think.
Your drawer will be happier.
Your old cables will be useful again.
And some valuable materials will get another life.
THE RECYCLE YOUR ELECTRICALS TEAM
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D
etails of events m

ay change after publication, please check w
ith the relevant organisers before attending events

The number in brackets refers to the page number  
where you can find more details

Abbreviations: 
A

S All Saints' Church, Marcham,  SL St Luke's Church, Garford
SLC

 St Lawrence Church, Tubney, 
D

P Duffield Place, M
C

 Marcham Centre
O

C
TO

BER 2026
Sunday

M
onday

Tuesday
W

ednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday

M
illets Farm

 
Classic car meet 9.30am-noon

Marcham Society Midweek W
alk 

12.30 pm (7)

 
M

C
 Thirsty Café with Natural Bread 

9-11.30am (7)

A
S Morning Service 10.30am (17)

SL Quiet prayer 11am-12 noon (17)
A

S Evening Service 6pm (17)

D
P Community Games Group 
10.30am-12.00 noon (13)

M
C

 Bridge 6.50pm 
A

S TiddleyPeeps 10-11.30am

M
C

 Thirsty Café 8.45-11.30am (7) 
D

P Holy Communion 10.30am (17) 
M

C
 Short Mat Bowls 2pm (13)

M
C

 Quiz Night 7.45pm (13)
M

C
 Thirsty Café with Natural Bread 

9-11.30am (7) 

SLC
 Traditional Prayer Book 

Service 9.30am (17)
A

S Morning Service 10.30am (17)
SL Quiet Prayer 11am-12noon (17)

A
S Evening Service 6pm (17)

 
D

P Community Games Group 
10.30am-12.00 noon (13)

M
C

 Bridge 6.50pm 
M

C
 Marcham Parish Council 
Meeting 7.30pm (3)

A
S TiddleyPeeps 10-11.30am

M
C

 Thirsty Café 8.45-11.30am (7) 
DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17) 

M
C

 Short Mat Bowls 2pm (13)
M

C
 Astronomy Group 7.30pm (7)

M
A

D
N

EW
S D

EA
D

LIN
E 

FO
R

 N
EXT ISSU

E 5pm
(LATE EN

TR
IES W

ILL 
N

O
T B

E A
C

C
EPTED

)
M

C
 Thirsty Café 9-11.30am (7)

M
C

 Farmers’ Market 9-12 (7 & 11)

AS Morning Service 10.30am (17) 
SL Quiet Prayer 11am-12noon (17)

A
S Evening Service 6pm (17)

D
P Community Games Group 
10.30am-12.00 noon (13)

M
C

 Bridge 6.50pm 
A

S TiddleyPeeps 10-11.30am

M
C

 Thirsty Café 8.45-11.30am (7) 
DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17)
M

C
 Community Lunch 12-1.15pm (7)

M
C

 Short Mat Bowls 2pm (13)
Arts Society Abingdon  

10.30am & 2pm (9)
2026 Poppy Appeal begins (5)

Marcham Test Pit for public viewing 
(7) 

M
C

 Thirsty Café with Natural Bread 
9-11.30am (7)

CLOCKS GO BACK 1 hour at 2am
Marcham Test Pit for public viewing 

(7) 
AS Morning Service 10.30am (17) 

SL Quiet Prayer 11am-12noon (17)
A

S Evening Service 6pm (17)

D
P Community Games Group 
10.30am-12.00 noon (13)

M
C

 Bridge 6.50pm
M

C
 Marcham Society 7.30pm (7)

A
S TiddleyPeeps 10-11.30am

M
C

 Thirsty Café CLOSED (7) 
DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17) 

M
C

 Short Mat Bowls 2pm (13)

M
C

 Thirsty Café CLOSED (7)
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